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As a rule, high Birth Rates usually prevail in colliery
districts, or in areas where there are bad housing conditions,
but there are occasional exceptions. [For comparison we may
state that the lowest Birth Rate in the West Riding
County Boroughs and Great Towns is shown by Huddersfield,
with a Rate of only 14.8 per 1,000 population. The highest
Birth Rate shown by any of the large towns was 25.7 return-
ed by Middlesborough.

Our high Birth Rate is again referred to in the section
dealing with Maternity and Child Welfare, pages 0 -(00 as it
throws a tremendous amount of work upon the M. & CW.
Committee.

DEATH RATE.

Barnsley’s Death Rate in 1925 was 13.82, compared with
an average for the preceding 10 years of 15.64.

The lowest Death Rate ever recorded for Barnsley was
in 1923, when a Rate of 12.26 was returned.

The average Death Rate for the 105 Great Towns of
England and Wales in 1925 was 12.2, so we have room for
improvement in Barnsley still.

The highest Death Rate in the West Riding is returned by
Halifax, at 15.0. Halifax was also the highest in 1924

The lowest Decath Rate was returned by Sheffield at 11.5.

The highest Death Rate in England and Wales was shown
by Sunderland at 15.2 per 1,000 population.

INFANT MORTALITY.

Barnsley’s Infant Mortality is shown as 107 per 1,000

births, compared with an average for the preceding 10 years
of 124,

The average for the 105 Great Towns was only 79. The
lowest Infant Mortality in the country was returned by Gil-
lingham and Hastings, with a Rate of only 40 each per 1,000
- Births, while the highest was returned by Preston, with a

Rate of 129.
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I wish to repeat also that successful vaccination is our
main bulwark in controlling outbreaks of this disease, aided
of course by notification, isolation, supervision of contacts
and thorough disinfection. It would be helpful if the Corpora-
tion could legally pay persons for loss of work due to vac-
cination.

ENTERIC FEVER.

Seven.cases were notified, compared with 4 in 1924. One
death from this disease occurred in 1925, in the person of a
female aged 31. Of the seven cases notified, three occurred
in the same family, all of whom recovered.

There was a history of the consumption of shell fish in
these three cases.

In another case a gentleman contracted the disease while
travelling on the Continent, and especially blames the insani-
tary conditions of the closet accommodation in French rail-
way trains. :

My previous experience has been that the water supply
in most continental small towns and villages is far inferior to
that of similar towns in England and Wales, and persons en-
joying a holiday on the Continent should be careful not to
drink unboiled water of doubtful purity.

MEASLES.

This disease was responsible for 16 deaths, compared
with 22 in 1924. All deaths occurred in young children and
it was necessary to close some of the Infant Departments of
our Elementary Schools.

The following short Table gives the details.

TABLE 1L

| | Period |Reasons

Date of Name of School Closed. [ige 0fein] - ifor
Order | Closure | Closure

1925

28 Jan. | Worsboro’ Com: Infants’ School | 18 dys. | Measles

: and
Mumps.

2 Mar. | Smithies Infants’ School

14 dys. | Measles
11 Mar.| Ardsley Council Infants’ School

19 dys. | Measles
and
Mumps.
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TUBERCULOSIS.

The total notifications of Tuberculosis numbered 164,
compared with 140 in 1924.

Tuberculosis was responsible for 73 deaths, compared
with 80 in the preceding year. Of these deaths 48 occurred
in males and 27 in females. This great preponderance in
males, which was alsg noted in 1924 (males 48, females 32),
suggests that either the industries in which males engage are
especially injurious to the lungs, or that males do not live so
hygienically as females. :

The Death Rate from Tuberculosis would thus be equal
to 1.03 which is the lowest recorded since 1920.

The low mortality in 1920 was partly accounted for by
the large number of deaths that had occurred in 1918 and 1919
from Influenza and Tuberculosis.

We hope to reduce the deaths from Tuberculosis of the
Bones and Joints, by improvement in the milk supply. It
appears to me that the poor condition of the milk usually
supplied is a serious blot upon our sanitary administration.

The deaths due to Non-respiratory Tuberculosis increased
from 13 to 19, while the deaths from Tuberculosis of the
Respiratory System decreased from 67 to 54.

I trust that the improvement in the number of deaths
from Pulmonary Tuberculosis will be maintained, and we may
attribute part of this improvement to the improved housing
which is taking place.

CANCER OR MALIGNANT DISEASE,

Cancer, or Malignant Disease, was responsible for 76
deaths, compared with 80 in 1924, so a slight decrease is
shewn. In many parts of the country a considerable increase
has been noted in the prevalence of the disease, and this has
occasioned much alarm, especially when most other diseases
are decreasing rapidly in their virulence.

Schemes for the investigation, prevention, and treatment
of Cancer have been started in many parts of the country, and
the Cancer Campaign for Yorkshire has been inaugurated.
However, we know enough to-day to be able to say that Can-
cer rarely, or practically never affects a healthy person.
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CEREBRAL HAEMORRHAGE.

56 cases, almost equally divided between males and
females, are recorded to be due to this cause, which is some-
times called Apoplectic Stroke. Its important causes are
syphilis, over-eating and over-drinking, causing disease of
the arteries and a raised blood pressure.

HEART DISEASE.

Heart Disease was responsible for 104 deaths compared
with only 79 in 1924, shewing a large increase.

As mentioned above, the form known as Valvular Disease
of the Heart is usually due to Rheumatic Fever, which dam-
ages the heart in childhood.

Scarlet Fever is sometimes responsible for awakening
Rheumatic Fever in the system, and occasionally Heart
disease is discovered in our Kendray Hospital during treat-
ment for Scarlet Fever. The germ responsible for Rheumatic
Fever is thought to enter the system through the mucous
membranes of the throat.

It is hoped that by the treatment of Enlarged Tonsils and
Adenoids in School children, the incidence of this disease will
be lessened.

Improved ventilation of the houses and more open air life
will also play a beneficent part.

Other forms of Heart Disease are due to Syphilis and
over exertion.

With the reduction in the number of cases of Syphilis,
which is recorded in the Section upon Venereal Diseases, we
hope to see a reduction in the cases of Heart Disease from
this particular cause.

BRONCHITIS.
Bronchitis caused 105 deaths, compared with 112 in 1924,

PNEUMONIA,

Pneumonia caused 96 deaths, compared with 92 in 1924,
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iRRHDEA AND ENTERITIS. 1 *
- 26 deaths occurred under one year of age, and 7 between
ne and two years.

The deaths at other ages were unimportant.

A slight decrease is shown at the early ages, being 33
smpared with 36 for last year. This number is still too high
nd Barnsley compares unfavourably with other County
oroughs in this respect.

- We are glad to report the continued activity in the con-
ersion of privies and the Sanitary Inspector’s Report shows
hat it is only in the extended portions of the Borough that
1y considerable number of privies now remain.

A good deal of the milk supply in the Borough is still un-
atisfactory as regards the amount of dirt deposited after
tanding.

- The main cause, however, in my opinion of this high
eath rate, is due to uncleanliness in the home. Mothers
ave not yet learned and practised the great care necessary
1 dealing with milk in order to prevent contamination by flies
nd dust or dirty utensils.

The increased attention devoted to paving of yards and
he making up of new streets will diminish the dust nuisance.

UERPERAL SEPSIS.

- Under this heading Puerperal Fever, Septicemia and
'yvaemia in child-birth are included. ’

These diseases caused 4 deaths, two women being
etween the ages of 15 and 25 and two between 25 and 45.

- In 1924, 8 deaths were caused from the same diseases.
/¢ are glad to note the reduction, but as these diseases are
sually attributed to bad Midwifery practice on the part of the
loctors or Midwives attending in child-birth, we hope to re-
ice them still further.

It1s probable that some cases are not due to this lack of
ttention but to pre-existing discase in the patient, especially
onorrheea or Syphilis.

- I also fear that some of the deaths are due to drug taking
y the mothers, in an attempt to procure abortion.
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REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR AND
CLEANSING SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE YEAR 1925.

Sanitary Department
Pontefract Road, Barnsley.
April, 1926.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.

Gentlemen,—

I have pleasure in submitting to you my seventh Annual
Report, shewing the activities and work accomplished by the
Sanitary and Cleansing Departments for the year ending
December, 1925.

The Conversion Scheme in the Added Areas has been
actively pursued, and only 601 Privy Middens in the entire
Borough remained at the end of the year.

The introduction of the Meat Regulations imposed a very
heavy responsibility on this Department in coping with the
notification of slaughter at irregular times. This work,
despite many difficulties at the outset, is now progressing
smoothly, and I venture to suggest that a reasonable interpre-
tation of the work under the Meat Regulaions has been given

by this Department.

Special attention has been given to the examination of
cows, particularly having regard to the Tuberculosis Order,
which was revived in September, 1925.

You will note from the Tables submitted that a large
amount of work and repairs have been carried out to old
pproperty. It is very much to be regretted that property
owners will allow minor defects to exist until they become
acute. A great deal of discomfort generally could be obviated
if property owners would attend to defective roofs, spouts,
and fallpipes, which are the primary cause of dampness and
decay to property generally.
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PROSECUTIONS AND WARNINGS.

Number of Prosecutions—3. Two Vendors were fined £5 and
: costs.

One Vendor was fined £2 10s.
and costs.

Number of Warnings —7. Milk 5; Polony 1, (re pre-
servative).
Cream 1. (absence of declara-
tory label.)

The following is a copy of a report submitted to the
‘Minister of Health giving details of the work done under the
‘Public Health (Milk & Cream) Regulations, 1912 and 1917 :—

PUBLIC HEALTH (MILK & CREAM) REGULATIONS,
1912 AND 1917.

1. Milk and Cream not Sold as Preserved Cream.

(a) (b)
Number of Samples Number in which Preservative
, examined for the was reported to be present, and
| presence of a Pre- percentage of Preservative
servative. found 1in each sample.
MILK 108x. 1. 021% Boric Acid.

2. Cream Sold as Preserved Cream.

P (a) Instances in which samples have been submitted
for analysis to ascertain if the statements on the label as to

i

?rcsawatives were correct.

(i) Correct statements made ... 3
(i1) Incorrect statements made 0
Total ... 3T
(iii) Percentage of Preservative  Percentage stated
found in each sample, on Statutory Label
0.2% Not exceeding 0.4%
0.19% No declaratory label
0.14% Not exceeding 0.4%

1 Sample was broken in course of transit to Analyst, not
included in the above figure,

¥ Two samples not included in this figure were broken in
transit to the Analyst.
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The quantity of refuse dealt with was 3,600 tons as com-
pared with 4,030 tons in 1924,

The cost per ton was 4/11d. in 1925, as compared with
3/8.86d. per ton in 1924,

The comparative net cost between the Destructor and
the Disposal Plant at Pogmoor is as follows :—
By burning at the Destructor 4/11.99d. per ton. Disposal
Plant 3/0.57d. per ton. or 1/11.42d. in favour of the Refuse
Disposal Works.

SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS (SUMMARY).
No. of Privy Middens converted into Water Closets

during the year ... 503
No. of Waste Water Closets converted into Water
Closets during the year ... 1

No. of Water Closets remaining at the end of the year 9338
No. of Waste Water Closets rﬁmammg at the end of

the vear ... 2172
No. of Privy Middens remammg at the end of the ;-,ru.r 601
No. of Bins Provided during the year 1576
No. of Dry Ash Pits 1860
No. of Ash Bins ... 9010

RATS AND MICE (DESTRUCTION) ACT, 1919.

During the year 437 places were visited and treated as a
result of complaints that premises were infested with Rats.

13,784 Baits were laid, of which 8,354 of these were eaten
1,145 Rats and Mice were actually caught during these opera-
tions.

I estimate that the number of Rats and Mice destroyed
as the result of administration of the Rats Order during the
year was equivalent to 9,499,

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ANIMALS ACTS.

No serious outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease or other
Contagious Disease was experienced during the year.
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE COMMITTEE.
Councillor G. F. Wood, J.P. (Chairman).
The Mayor (Coun. H. Foulstone, Esq). Councillor Johnson,

Alderman England, J.P. it Lang.

v Jones, J.P. Mesdames Hallam.
Councillor Allott. i Irving
R Caffrey. & Willis

& Charlesworth. ,» Wright, J.P.

i Handford

The important work of this Committee is divided into
four main branches, described below.

In an earlier section of this Report, page /% the im-
portance of the problem was indicated by showing that our
Birth Rate i1s one of the highest in England and Wales, so

proportionately we have more infants requiring attention
and supervision.

The subject of Birth Control has been recently discussed
in Parliament and the Public Press, and it is a subject of con-
siderable difficulty and importance.

Unfortunately our local evidence tends to show that the
Birth Rate i1s highest where sanitary conditions are worst.

I have stated elsewhere that the time is almost ripe for
insisting upon a medical examination of all persons proposing
to be married. If this should become law more stringent
measures against illegitimacy would be required.,

1.—-MIDWIVES.

The number of certified Midwives in practice in the ex-
tended Borough at the end of 1925, was 31, as compared with
30 at the end of 1924. Of these, 19 were trained (including
3 at the Maternity Home, and 3 at the District Nursing As-
sociation) and 12 Untrained. Of these 2 Trained Midwives
and 1 Untrained reside outside the County Borough.

The Corporation each year recognises two newly Certi-
fied Midwives as Municipal Midwives, who receive a subsidy
of £50 per annum each, together with an additional fee of 10/-
per case, plus any receipts from the patients.
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(Memo. 37/T. Table II). Form T. 54.
TABLE XLII.

TUBERCULOSIS SCHEME OF THE
BARNSLEY COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL.

RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS.

Average Number of Beds available for Patients during

(A).
. the Year 1925.

Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary
Tuberculosis. Tuberculosis.
e _ |
tion. | Digecuse ﬂf | Total.
‘“SBanator-'Hospital '|Bones and  Other
ium"”Beds Beds. Joints. i(.:undjt'n:i
Suiesa Bk |
| 2
Bdult. Males ...| ... 32 il o Pt el | T as
Adult. Females ... R =% 2D
ldren under 15 W e
| |
Total . 52 ‘ | 52
I E | |

T Plus 2. Added in Huts in November, 1925, 1 the beds for
Wakefield patients.

(B). Return showing the extent of Residential Treatment
during the Year 1925.

In Institu-| Admitted |Disch’rg'd| Died in |In Institu-

tions on | during | during the | tionson
Jan. 1st | the year | the year |Instituti'n| Dee. 31st

umber of Patients— | | ‘
| 46 41 & |13

Adults. M 12
& 8 26 91 ok |10
Children. M 4 6 | 9 1
- E 1 ek 6
imber of Observation
- Cases— 4
Adults. M 4 : 4

Children. M ','..|
F |

Total T gy | oo
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ADVERTISING THE CLINIC.—

Advertising the Clinic 1s undoubtedly of value as is shown
by the steady increase in total new cases compared with the
average returns for England and Wales, and the number of
cases found not to be suffering from Venereal Diseases.

CONTACTS.

Every effort is made, though not always successfully, to
induce contacts of patients attending the Clinic to report for
examination and treatment if found necessary.

CO-OPERATION BETWEEN WELFARE .CENTRE AND
V. D. CLINIC.

Co-operation between the two Centres is carried out to
the best of the ability of the Medical Officers in clarge.

TREATMENT OF PREGNANT MOTHERS SUFFERING
FROM SYPHILIS.

An exceedingly important role of a V.D. Clinic is the
treatment of females suffering from Syphilis during preg-
nancy, and after parturition.

It 1s probable that anti-syphilitic remedies have more
effect upon the female during pregnancy than at any other
time.

The chances of a healthy child being born to parents
suffering from Syphilis if ante-natal treatment of the mother
is carried out, are much greater than those of curing a child
suffering from Congenital Syphilis.

Dr Douglas White in an Article in the British Journal of
‘Venereal Diseases, April 1925, states that Boas and Gammel-
toft found that among 158 untreated mothers, only one had
'‘a healthy child. Of seven mothers treated with Salvarsan
‘before and during pregnancy, six had healthy children.

Saurage’s figures are approximately the same, viz, 85 per
cent. syphilitic births where the mothers had either no treat-
ment or irregular treatment, and 85 per cent. of healthy
births with vigorous treatment.

T. W. Ballantyne illustrates the same from the still-birth
records in Edinburgh 1921, :








































































