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To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee.
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Gentlemen,—

I have pleasure in submitting to you my fifth Annual
Report on the Health and Sanitary circumstances of the
Borough for the year 1924,

In accordance with the instructions of the Ministry of
Health this will be a short or Ordinary Report, Next year
a longer or Survey Report will be issued.

The Vital Statistics for the year 1924 are (fairly
satisfactory, but show a slight unfavourable increase upon
our record year 1923. This has been the usual experience in
England and Wales, so climate or industrial conditions must
have borne a share. Locally the slowing down of our
housing programme in the first half of 1924 undoubtedly re-
tarded the improvement in housing conditions.

Numerous changes of staff occurred during the year and
these must militate against efficient administration.

A small epidemic of Measles occurred in the autumn and
winter and effected the lives and health of many of the
children adversely.

In the improved education of the people we look for our
greatest assistance, and I should like to see the teaching of
hygiene in the Elementary and Secondary schools assume a
more important place in the curriculum.
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INFLUENZA.

Influenza was responsible for 45 deaths, and 1t will be
noted that these deaths are distributed over all age periods,
but was very fatal over 65 years of age.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.

This disease, which has only been known for a few years,
was responsible for 3 deaths. One patient died at the Beckett
Hospital and another at the Roval Hospital, Sheffield.

The patients were all young, ranging from 11 months to
22 years of age. Patients who have suffered from this
disease are often left with permanent weakness, paralysis of
some muscles, or mental trouble.

TUBERCULOSIS.

Tuberculosis was responsible altogether for 80 deaths,
compared with 84 in 1923. Of these deaths, 48 occurred in
males, and 32 in females.

This is the smallest number of deaths from Tuberculosis
since 1920, and the Borough has been extended and the popula-
tion increased considerably since that date.

We hope to reduce the deaths from Tuberculosis of the
bones and joints by improvement in the milk supply. It
appears to me that the condition of the milk usually supplied,
is the greatest blot upon our sanitary administration. We
require further powers to deal adequately with this, and trust
that Parliament will take the matter into further considera-
tion at an early date.

CANCER OR MALIGNANT DISEASE.

Cancer or Malignant Disease was responsible for 80
deaths, compared with 79 in 1923, so allowing for the in-
crease of population a very slight increase is shown.

The remarks appearing upon page 12 of my 1923 Re-
port still holds good, and 1 have noted again this year that
workers in tar and soot appear to be particularly liable to
Cancer. In addition to the Gas Works there are large
Chemical Works at Barrow and at Barugh, where many of
the workmen travel from Barnsley daily.

It will be noted that 38 males and 42 females died from
Malignant Diseases, and we must look elsewhere than to in-
dustry for the excess of deaths among the females. In this
connection reference to the infection of food by beetles may
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In 1923, 164 deaths, and in 1922, 206 deaths were caused
by these diseases, so we have no improvement to chronicle
under these headings.

In each Annual Report we emphasize the importance of
good housing in preventing these diseases, and we are un-
able to record any marked improvement in the housing condi-
tions of the -Borough during last year. In the early part of the
year, there were very few houses under construction, either
by the Corporation or by private enterprise, but a great im-
provement was noted in the latter half, but the effort came
too late to affect any improvement in the Vital Statistics
for 1924. We hope to be able to show an improvement this

year.

As mentioned above the births exceeded the deaths by
904, and to provide for these at 5 persons per house, we
would require 181 new houses. Another 100 houses at least
should be provided to replace old and decaying property
which is no longer fit for habitation,

Here again good ventilation of the living rooms, and
plenty of open air exercise would do much to neutralize the
lack of space. One marked change has taken place in the
recreation of rtae people during 1924, due to the widespread
introduction of Wireless Telephony. Unfortunately this
hobby tends to keep people indoors listening-in, when their
leisure would be better employed by playing games in the
open air. :

DIARRHOEA AND ENTERITIS, UNDER 2 YEARS
OF AGE.

This was responsible for 36 deaths, compared with 23 in
1923.

This increase emphasizes the need for proceeding with
the conversion of privies, for the milk supply of Infants is
undoubtedly liable to contamination by flies from privies and
other collections of offensive material.

It also points to the need for considerable improvement
in the milk supply as mentioned above under Tuberculosis.
A good deal of the milk supply in the Borough 1s still un-
satisfactory as regards the amount of dirt to be found
deposited after standing.

The Sanitary Inspector’s Report shows that some of the
Cowsheds and Dairies in the Borough are still in need of
considerable improvement,
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TABLE XIII
TUBERCULOSIS —NOTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS.

Pulmonary. ! Other Forms of Tuberculosis.
|
Year. Death Death

’ ) BEat : . | Rate

Notified. | Died. | 0001 ifﬁfg Notified. | Died. | 1000 livin L
1916 123 54 l 1.09 44 ‘ 9 | 0.18
1917 227 | 63 | 1.31 = S - 2] 0.44
1918 200 83 1.75 43 | 22 0.46
1919 151 60 || 116 19 | 16 0.31
1920 134 | 40 0.74 8 | 5 0.10
1921 130 | 51 0.93 46 28 0.51
1922 227 | 54 0.85 35 ‘ 24 0.34
1923 109 | 64 0.91 45 20 0.29
1924 115 67 0.95 25 ‘ 13 0.18

TABLE XIV.

NOTIFICATIONS AND DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS
IN BARNSLEY DURING 1924.

11 Died within 1 week of Notification.
2 weeks of Notification.
1 month of Notification.
2 months of Notification.
3 months of Notification.
6 months of Notification.
1 year of Notification.
2 years of Notification.
3 yvears of Notification.
4 years of Notification.
5 years of Notification.
5 , 7 years of Notification.
,»  without Notification of the Disease,.

Of 80 deaths which occurred among Tuberculous
Patients, 14, or 17 per cent. were not notified, and 42, or a
further 53 per cent. died within 6 months of notification.

In 1923, 17 died without being notified, out of a total of
84 deaths.

Letters were written in each case where a General
Practitioner had been in attendance, asking for an explana-
tion of non-notification.
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The Borough Council decided to provide additional tipping
accommodation for the added areas, and the lower part of
the old Borough. A Local Inquiry was held by Mr. J. C
Dawes, an Inspector of the Ministry of Health, on Septem-
ber 8th, 1924, and following this, the sanction of the Mimster
to acquire Shepherd’s Farm, Ardsley, was received.

At the Public Baths, apparatus for the filtration and
~ disinfection of water by Chloride of Lime in the Corporation
Swimming Daths has been installed and used successtully.

Numerous Circulars, Orders and Memoranda have been
received from the Ministry of Health dealing with various
oints in Public Health administration, Probably the
inister hoped by these means to secure mmprovement in
local sanitary administration and a certain measure of un-
ifformity. Unfortunately the needs of different districts are
bound to vary according to situation, local industries, and the
| stage reached in sanitary improvement. The subjects al-
| ready dealt with have all been important, but we need
further powers and support from the central Authorities in
. dealing with Tuberculous milk, which is of special urgency.

- THE MILK (SPECIAL DESIGNATIONS}- ORDER, 1923,

No Producers’ Licences have been granted to use the
designation *“ Grade A,” and no Dealers’ Licences have been
. 1ssued to use the designation “ Certified,”; ** Grade A (Tuber-
culin Tested ") ; Grade “ A ” or * Pasturised.”

No applications for this purpose were received by the
Health Committee.

I am glad to report that the Barnsley Main Colliery
Company has decided to provide an installation of Pit Head
. Baths for the use of their workmen, and trust that it will be
. as successful as the installation at Wath Main Colliery,
| *ﬂ;'lhich is in great demand, and extensions are in progres:
- there.

An improvement is desirable in the general cleanliness
of the town, and steps have been taken to bring to the notice
of householders that an offence is committed if mats and
rugs are beaten or shaken in a public Street after 8 a.m. to
the annoyance of pedestrians.

The desirability of framing a Byelaw for the prevention
of spitting upon the public footpaths and pavements has also
been brought to the notice of the Health Committee,


















































































































—— e —————

80

TABLE XXXIV.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM.
14 Cases Notified.

Recov- | 1 |
ery | Vision| Total | Left |
Treated by. Vision| Im- | Blind- | Dis- Deaths.
Unim- | paired. ness. | trict. |
__ | paired. vy oy 3 #1 I
| P
Private Practitioner and ’ J |
Health Visitor 4 . .
M.O.Infant Welfare Centre
and H.V. ATs 2
Health Visitor 6 |
No Treatment Requlred i
In Hospital Fea |
Institutional Treatment 2 |
Totals 14 l
s i
4—MATERNITY HOME.

The following Table shows that the Corporation Mater-
nity Home has again increased in usefulness. The total
number of cases increased from 105 in 1923, to 127 in 1924,

The outbreak of mild Diphtheria which occuired in
December, 1923, and was described in last vear’s Report,
ended without further incident.

There have been several changes in the staff during the
year. The Matron, Miss A. E. Durrant, resigned in Decem-
ber, 1924, and was succeeded in January of this year by Miss
G. Jarrett,

The Home was visited by Dr. Barbara Cunningham,
O.B.E., of the Ministry of Health, who made several valuable
suggestions ; she was, however, unable to hold out any hope
of a suggested increase in the size of the Home, owing to the
greater claim of the housing question for first consideration.

The cost per bed at the Maternity Home is still rather
high, but shows a decrease upon the preceding financial vear.

After deducting the payments of the patients, the cost

per bed per week was reduced from £8 13s. 1d. in 1923, to
£6 1s. 10d. in 1924, Half of this cost is paid by the Ministry

. of Health, the remainder being paid by the Corporation.

With the increasing use of the Home, it 1s hoped that a
further decrease in the cost will be shewn.
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TABLE XLVII.
MINISTRY OF HEALTH.
WELFARE OF THE BLIND. REGISTRATION,

Barnsley County Borough Counaeil.

M—Males. F—Females, T—Total.

Table 1.

Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period
0—=5 5—16 16 -21 21—-80 80—40
e FE. T. M. F. T. M F T. M. F. T.
- 1 1 53 6 1 2 3 3 - 3 5 7 18

Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period Total.
40—50 50— 60 60 —70 70
e 1 M. F T. M. F T. M. F. T.
N e 10 6 8 B ... 7 T 29 Bl &0

Table 2.—Ages at which Blindne ss occurred.

Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period
0-1 1-5 5—10 10— 20 20—-30
sl 1. M. F. T. M. F. T. M. F. T.
6 10 16 1, R s TRt TR (R s S R A
Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period Age Period

80—40 40— 50 50— 60 60—"70 70
BTN e I. M, F. T. M. F. T. Miu ¥ T,
e 2 b T 1 1., 2 .. 4 4

Unknown—Total 1.

Table 8 (a).—Employment. Age Period 16 and upwards.

el Trained, but Under

Employed. Unemployed. Training.

R . S - S Y Mol L. MR T
11 6 17 B b iy 1 ass 1
No Trainin Un-
but ’I'rainahFu;. employable Lo
. BP0 T B T L [ R
L p e T 15 20 856 L











































