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To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Banbury.

MR. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, -

I beg to submit my twentieth Annual Report, which records
the Health Services of the Borough during 19668. The report
was prepared in accordance with the requirements of Clircular
1g/58 of the Minlstry of Health.

Vital Statistics.

The vital statlistlics for the Borough appear to .be
satisfactory and compar: favourably with those of the country
as a whole.

The Birth Rate in jig58 was 16.5 compared with 14.4 in
155 and 16.7 in England and Wales. The Stlll Birth Rate was
ia. (England and Wales 23).

The Illeglitimate Birth Rate was 56 (England and Wales 48).

The Death Rate was 10.6 as compared with 11.8 in 19556 and
11.7 in England and Wales.

The chlef causes of death were: -
Heart Disease (including Coronary Thrombosis) 78

Cancer i i i e 32
Vascular Diseases of Nervous System o 28
Other Diseases of the Circulation e T 10
Pneumonia - i . - g

Heart Disease Iincluding Coronary Thrombosis 1s by far the
commonest cause of death, Cancer being the second - with less
than half the number of cases. The commonest site was Cancer of
Lung (7 cases compared with 4 in 1955). The importance of
cigarette smoking in thls connection was emphasised in last year's
report and i1t 1s suggested that the time has now come when advice
should be given to young people not to take up smoking.
This 1s particularly necessary in view of the suggestion that
smoking In school children 1s increasing. An investigation with
regard to this 1s at present being carried out in Oxfordshire,

The Infant Mortallty Rate 1s 28.2 per 1000 births as
compared with 23.8 for England and Wales.

Housing.

puring the year 82 houses were represented as unfit - 54
in 10 Clearance Areas and 8 individual unfit houses. It is hoped
to represent the remaining part of the first year's programme
- about 40 houses - in 1967. Detalls of the position with regard
to housing are given in Section D of the report.

Infectious Diseases,

The incldence of Infectious disease in the Borough in 1988
was the lowest for many years. - 7 cases of Scarlet Fever and
o cases of Sonne Dysentry occured. There were no cases of

Follomyelltls 1n 1854.
ﬂ'g-






SECTION A.

STATISTICS AND BOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area “as sas od s sas e 5,061 acres.
Population (1551 Census) ... . iy 18,917
Population (1956 Estimated Reg. Gen] L 18, 330
Rateable Value ... e e ok £303, 683
Product of Penny rate T arie e El, 100

Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Year 1956.

Live Births.
Males. Females. Total.

Legl timate e S «as 148 1852 301

Illegltimate g il o Sl 11 i i8
Taotal: 180 169 318

BIRTH RATE per 1,000 of Estimated Population... 18.6

(England and Wales - 15.7)

ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH RATE o ikt binsn B8,
(England and Wales - 48.)

Stillbirths.

Males. Females. Total.
Legltimate <5 R, el 2 8
Illemtlmta CBE LR L — = -
RATE per 1,000 (Live and Stillbirths) . 1B.

(England and Wales - 2% = per 1ﬂﬂﬂ}

Deaths.

Males. Females. Total.
Deaths e e «ss B8 108 208
DEATH RATE per 1,000 of Estimated Population... 10.8

(England and Wales - 11.7)

Death Rate of Infants under One Year of Age.
Number. Rate.

All Infants per 1,000 live Births. s g 28.2
Leglitimate Infants per 1,000 Legltimate

Live Births ... it 8 26.2
Illegitimate Infants per 1gﬂﬂﬂ Illegitimate

Live Births ... — e 1 55.

(England and Hales - 23 E}

Causes of Death of Infants under One Year of Age.

(auses: Legltimate: Prematurity g
Cerebral Haemorrhage
Atalectasls

Congenlital Abnormalties
Illegitimate: Prematurity ia
...4_

ol e i I



Causes of Death, 1956.
Males Females Total

i. Tuberculoslis - resplratory - 1 1
3 BSyphilitic disease s i - 1 1
10, Mallignant Neoplasm - Stomach 2 4 8
11. Maligant Neoplasm - Lung, Bronchus 8 ] 7
1. Halignant Meoplasm - Breast ot - 4 4
13. HMallimant Neoplasm - Uterus 5 - 1 1
14. Other maligant and lymphatic Nenplasms 8 8 14
16. Diabetes g - 1 1
17. Vascular lesions of Herv::fus E:.rstmn B 21 29
18. Caonary dlsease, Angina e 23 14 =7
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease ... 1 2 3
20. Other Heart Disease 18 22 38
21. Other Clrculatory Disease A 4 10
22, Influenza ki o s 1 4 5
23. Pneumonla B i} 8
24. Bronchitis 4 1 5
28. Ulcer of Stomach and Dundenum 2 2 4
28. Nephritis and Wephrosis 2 - 2
29. Hypertension of prostate 1 - 1
51. Congenital malformations - 1 i
32, Other defined and 111-defined dlseases 9 10 19
33. Motor Vehicle Accidents... 3 = 2
34. All other acclidents AL Cai 1 - 1
35. Sulclde 2 2 4
8 108 208
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 32
Whooping Cough (all ages) -
Measles (all ages) ynia P -
Classification of Cancer Deaths,
M. F M. F.
Breast = 4 Stomach 2 4
Uterus 1 Other Sites B ;]
Lung B8 1

SECTION B.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

1. Staff of the Public Health Department.

A 11st of members of the staff of the Public Health Department
iz glven at the beginning of thls report.

(a) Laboratory Facilities.
Laboratary work for the Borough 1s carried out at:-

_5_.



(a) The Public Health Laboratory, Walton Street, Oxford.

(b) Horton General Hospital, Banbury.
(c) Counties Public Health Laboratory, 68, Victoria Street,
London, S.W.1. (Water Examinations only.)

The greater partof the work 1s now carried ocut at the Horton
General Hospital.

Full detalls of thils are not avallable.

{(b) Nursing in the Home.

Facllitles are provided by the County Council under Section
25, National Health Service Act, 1948, through the agency of the
Oxfordshire Nursing Federatlion.

{c) Clinics and Treatment Centres.

CLINIC PLACE TIME
1.Maternity & Child School Clinic Tuesday and Friday
Welfare Clinic. Warwick Road. 2.30 p.m.
2. Ante-Natal Clinic. Neithrop Hospltal Wednesday morning by
Warwick Road. appolintment.
3. School Clinic. School Clinic. Each Weekday %a.m.
also Tuesday 2 p.m.
4, Child Guidance Clinic " Thursday 10.30 a.m.
S. Speech Clinic. " " Wednesday 10 a.m.
8. Eye Clinic. Horton Hospltal. Wednesday 10 a.m.
7. Orthopaedic Clinic " " Thursdays (1st and 3rd)
2-30 B.m-
Tuberculosis Clinic n " Thursday 1 p.m.
9. YV.D. Clinlc. Radcliffe Infirmary Males - Wed. 8 p.m.
Oxford. gat. 3 p.m.
Females - Mon. & p.m.
Wed. 3 p.m.
10. Diphtherla School Clinic Every Tuesday 3 p.m.
Immunisation Warwlck Road.
11. Whooping Cough n n Every Tuesday 3 p.m.
Immunlsation

Puerperal Pyrexia - 3 cases occurred durlng the year.
Maternal Deaths - There were no maternal deaths during the year.

Illegitimate Children.

There were 18 1llegitimate births during the year. or
these 1 dled before reaching the age ol one year, This repre=
sents an Infant HMortallty Rate of 55 per 1,000 as agalnst 28,2
for legitimate children.

National Assistance Act, 1948 - Bection 47.
No actlion has been necessary in the Borough durlng theyear.

_..ﬂ-



SECTION C
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

1. Water Supply.

Water for the Borough was, up to the end of 1948, supplied
by the Banbury Water Company but, during that year, a Bill
was passed by Parliament under which the Town Council acquired
the undertaking as from the ist January, 1847 (Banbury
Corporation Act, 1946.)

The water supply 1s from the River Cherwell at Grimsbury
and the Sor Brook at Bodicote; 1t 1s treated by settlement
filtration and chlorination. During 1958 the supply was con-
stant and sufficlent.

During the year 82 samples of water were taken for chemical
and bacteriological examination. All were reported to be
satisfactory and suitable for a public supply.

With the exception of a few houses gn the outskirts of
the town (21 separate premises), all are on the public supply.

2. Drainage and Sewerage.

During the year substantial progress was made in the carry-
ing out of the new surface water dralnage scheme and the
sewerage and sewage disposal scheme for the Borough. Both these
schemes, when completed, wlll be very great lmprovements from
the Public Health angle and will provide facllities fa the
natural expansion of the Borough aswell as bringing the sewerage
dlsposal arrangements up-to-date. Drainage work carried out
under the supervision of the Department durlng 1956 lncluded:-

Drains cleared of obstruction ... 34
Drains repalred or relald i 19
Sollplpes repalred e g e 1
Inspection chambers provided ... 2

3. Rivers and Streams,

The Thames Conservancy Board exerclses general supervision
over the rivers and streams in the Borough. The water-courses
conveying storm water recelved attention from the Public Health
Inspectors during the year and some cleansing .f water-courses
was carrled out. -

4. Closet Accommodation.

Practlically &1l the dwellling-houses in the Borough are
provided with water closets, except a few on the extreme out-
skirts of the town where the water carrlage system 1s not
avallable. Improvements to closet accommodation carried out
4s a resulc of the work of the Public Health Inspectors were:-



W. 0. Compartments repalired ... & W e 42

W.C. Compartments cleansed ... e it 29
MW.C. Pedestals provided i gt St P 14
W.C. cisterns provided S o e i
Elsan closets provided (on bullding sites etc.) 2

5. Poblic Cleansing.
This work 1s carried out under the supervision of the
Rorough Surveyor and has been well maintained during the year.

6. Banitary Inspection of the Area.

Particulars of the work of the Public Health Inspectors
are given in the report of the Chief Public Health Inspector
at the end of this report.

SECTION D,
HOUSING.

The year under review was one of considerable activity
in the field of housing and, following a decision by the Housing
Committee of the Corporation to allocate 60 houses for the
re-housing of families living in proposed Clearance Areas,
82 houses were represented - 54 of these comprising 10 Clearance
Areas and 8 being individual unfit houses. Followlng these
representations, the Corporation submitted to the Minlstry
% proposed Clearance Orders (1s houses) and 7 proposed Comp-
ulsory Purchase Orders (38 houses) and,in additlon, arrange-
ments were made for the demolition of 4 of the individual
unfit houses and for the closure of the remaining 4 premises.

It 15 hoped to represent the remaining part of our first
year's programme - about 40 houses - early in 1957 and, at
the time of preparing this report, detalled reports on these
further proposals were ready for submission to the Corporatlon.

Apart from this work on the five-year programme, a good
deal of housing repalr work was agaln carrlied out as a result
of the work of the Public Health Inspectors - 284 houses belng
dealt with under the Public Health Act, 1936, and the Housing
Act, 1938, during the period under review. In addition to
this remedial work, 4 houses - represented as unfit in previous
years - were permanently closed for human habitation durling
19568,

The records show that since 1948 the following work has
been accomplished in the Borough under the provislons of the
Housing Act, 1836:-

(a) Houses demolished by formal and informal action 27

(b) Houses permanently closed followlng formal or

informal action ... o susn 32
(c) Houses repaired or reconditioned under Section 9:-
(1) By owners Ft s B0

(2) By the Local Authority ln derault at OWNers 31
(d) Houses represented under the Five Year Slum
Clearance Programme Wi aThin i 82

_a-



SECTION E.

INSPECTION OF MEAT, MILK AND OTHER FOODS.

(a) Milk Supply.

8ince the coming into operatlion of the Milk and Dairies
Regulations, 1949, the Corporation's dutles with respect to
milk supply has been mainly concerned with the dlstribution
side, the responsibllity for the supervlsion of milk produc-
tion now being iIn the hands of the Minlstry of Agriculture
and Flisherles, whilst the responsibllity for supervising
milk pasteurisation plants is dealt with by the County Council.

The work of the Public Health Department in this connec-
tion therelfore, during 1856, has been malnly In connectlon
with the inspection of dalries and the sampling of milk.
45 visits of Inspectlion were recorded and 72 samples of milk
have been taken.

Under the provisions of the Milk (Speclal Designations)
(Raw M11k) Regulations, 1949/54 and the Milk (Special Designa-
tions), (Pasteurised and Sterilised) Milk Regulations, 1949/54,
the following licences were granted by the Corporation :-

Dealers’ Licences (T.T. M1lk) i g B
Dealers: Llcences (Pasteurlsed Milk) 2
Dealers' Licences (Sterlillsed Milk) 1

Routine milk sampling was maintalined throughout the year
and the fopllowing statlistics show the number and results of

the samples taken:-

Type of Milk Samples Taken. Samples Satisfactory.
Tuberculin Tested (Past.) 24 24
Pasteurised : 48 48

TE 72

So farvas 1s known, practically all the milk passing
through the town': dairies 1s now rendered safe by pasteurlsat-
lon and 1t 15 reascnable to conclude that the town'smilksupply
1s at present highly satisfactory.

(b} Meat Inspection.

During 1958, as in the nine previous years, every anim=al
raughtered for human food iIn the Borough was inspected prior
0 sale and, in the perlod under review, the carcases, D&rs

0f carcases and offal detalled in the table below were condem: =d
and surrendered: -



Eae
CATTLE SHEEP PIGS CALVES
Total number of
nimals
Blaughtered and
Inspected. 1081 4912 5025 a7
No. Weight| No. | Weight.] HNo. | Weight.| No. |Weight.
Carcases
Condemned: -
Tuberculosis 2 840 = - - - - -
Other Diseases 1 600 2 140 4 580 4 258
TOTALS (A} 8 1440 2 140 i 530 4 263
Parts of Carcases
& Organs condemned:-
Meat - 1764 = 135 - 1568 = 2
Total Offal = - = = e - = =
Livers 170 2228 41 a4 ] 211 = E
Lungs 68 698 81 112 530 228 1 4
Heads 49 1266 - = 94 1087 - -
Tongues 49 343 - = - - = -
Spleeas 8 15 = = 1 2 = -
Intestines 12 164 1 ] 20 144 = -
Kidneys 3 14 = = 2 4 = =
Mes. Fat. 9 87 1 B 11 24 = =
Bkirts 12 a4 & = e _ ~ =
Plucks = - ] 19 a3 200 - -
Hearts 7 a7 - = 68 59 - -
TOTALS (B) 877 BE10 128 350 831 2697 1 ]
Total weight (a) &
(b} in lbs. - 7950 - 500 - dzaT = 269
The following table 1in the form required by the Minlstry

of Health, gives further detalls of the incidence of tuberculosis,
cysticercosis and other diseases occurlng in food animals slaugh-
tered and inspected in the Borough during 1966:-

- 10 =




Carcases and 0ffal inspected and condemned in whole or in part.

CGATTLE SHEEP
XCLUDING COWS CALYES & PIGE | HORSES
f=LOW3 LAMBS

Number killed (1f known) 1048 13 a7 4912 025 -
Number inspected 1048 13 a9 4912 6025 -
All diseases except Tubercul.
ogis & Cysticerci.
Whole carcases condemned 1 3 4 2 i =
Carcases of which some part o1
organ was condemned 250 1 4 127 T16 -
Percentage of the number

inspected affected with

disease other than tubercul-

osis and cysticerci 26. B% 63.B%] T7.2% 2.6% 14 3% -
Tuberculosis enly
Whole carcases condemned 2 = - - - -
Carcases of which some part or

organ was condemnad 53 2 - - 117 -
Percentage of the number

inspected affected with

tuberculosis i 5.2% 15 4% = - 2.3% -
Cysticercosis
Carcases of which some part

Oor organ was condemned ... 12 - = - — =
Carcase submitted to treatmest

by refrigeration 12 = = ) = &
Generalised and totally

condemaed o & - - - - - -

(c) Other Foods.

The followlng other artlecles of food were Inspected and sur-
rendered as being unfit for human consumption during the year:-

TINNED FDODS
Tinned HMeat ; i : 184 Tins
Tinned Fish . 15 Tins
Tinned Milk : gl 68 Tins
Tinned Vegetables - 194 Tins
Tinned Fruic i e 349 Tins
Tinned Soup - . - 10 Tins
Tinned Jam - . ik 8 Tins
Tinned Steak -.. ik - 31 Tins
Tinned Corned Beefl 13 Tins
Tinned Tomatoes . 249 Tins
Tinned Fruit Julces Kih 4 Tins
Tinned Tongue 7 Tins
Tinned Pudding 1 Tins
Mlscellanepus . ia 11 Tins



SUNDRIES.

Wet Flsh ... .ee see 119 lbs.

Sausages ... £k o 144 1bs.
Cheese s - «ee 484 lbs.
Ham gt E i 85 1bs.
Cormed Beel e e 88 1bs.
Margarine ... A o 14 1bs.

Food Poisoning Outbreaks.

No cases of Food Polsoning occurred in the Borough during
1956.

Slasghterhouses,

Following the decontrol of meat and llvestock in June,
1954, the Corporation took over the lease of the Banbury
Centralised Slaughterhouse in Swan Close Road, Banbury, as
from the ist July, 1954, and these premlses are now being
used as a Public Abattolr. There are no -other licensed
slaughterhouses 1n the Borough, the Corporation having determined
not to grant or renew any such licences in ~accordance with
the provisions of Section 4(2) of the Slaughterhouses Act,
1954, by the terms of a resolution approved in September, 1954.

The Corporation has provided the necessary staff of
slaughtermen at the Swan Close Road premises and the abattolr,
which is supervised by a manager, working under the control
of the Chief Public Health Inspector,has functioned most satis-
factorily both from the public health angle and from the polnt
of view of the butchers in Banbury:and the surrounding area.
Detalls of the work carried out during 1958 appear in the
report of the Chief Public Health Inspector.

Clean Food Campaigns.

A3 will be seen from the annual report of the Chief
Public Health Inspector, 1982 vislits to food rremises were
made by the Publlic Health Inspectors durlng the year and,
considerable educational work, of the utmost value, was carried
out In the course of these routine inspectlons.

In addition,although no organised course of lectures
dealing especially with Clean Food was glven during the year,
Iinformal talks to varlious local organisatlons were glven by
the Chief Public Health Inspector and on these occasions
gpportunity was taken to emphasise the lmportance of Clean

Food.

= 12 =



Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955/6.

Following the coming into operation of the above Regulations
in January, 1958, the Public Health Inspectors commenced a
new survey of all food premlises in the area with a view to
ensuring compllance with the new requirements and good progress
has been made 1n this regard durlng 1958 as shown by the
following statistics :-
(a) No. of Inspections made of food premises ... 1277
(b) No. of Informal notices served requiring the

remedying of defects and contraventlons kot 115
(c}) No. of premises improved ... v FEN 45
(d) No. of Ilmprovements effected s S 138

Full details of this work will be found in the report
of the Chlef Public Health Inspector and, apart from the 45
premises already Improved, work i1s at present in progress
at several other food premises in the area.

A most valuable part of this work has been the opportunity
it has given to the Inspectors for educational work amongst
food traders and thelr staffs during the course of their in-
spections and I feel that the time spent on thils work has been
well worth while. During the year also the Chlef Public Health
Inspector had the opportunity of addressing the Banbury and
District Grocers' Assiclatlon on the requirements of the new
Regulations and, in talks given to other bodles, he took the
opportunity of stressing this side of the work of the Department.

During the period of the Annual Falr 1n October, 1958,
speclal attention was pald to the requirements of the new
Regulations and it 1s pleasing to note that the proprietors
of food stalls at the falr were found to be conscious of
thelr new responsibllities and that they did thelr best to
comply with the varions requirements - the standard of hyglene
belng much higher than in any previous year.

FOOD PREMISES

The following statistics, required by the Ministry, are
given in respect of food premises in the Borough:-

(1) No. of Food Premises on record.

Bakehouses oy o TR e 15
Butchers Shops e i o 21
Cafes, Restaurants and Canteens ... et 56
Confectioners and Sweet Shops e ot 24
Dalries i X o . B
Fishmongers ... " g S FLC 5
Fried Fish Shops ¢ S i 5
Food Manufacturing Fremises S wn 13
Greengrocers Shops . i R 18
Grocers and General 3hops : et 55
Public Houses and Licensed Premises R B3



(2) No. of Premises Registered under Section 16 of the Food
and Drugs Act, 19535.

(a) For the manufacture or storage of ice cream ki 101

(b) For the preparation or manufacture of sausages or
potted, pressed, plickled or preserved food Fatu 17

(3) No. of Dairies Registered under the Milk and Dairies
Regulations, 1949: - B

(4) No. of inspections of Registered Food Premises,

(Full detalls of thlis work are recorded in the report of the
Chief Public Health Inspector.)

{(5) Method of Disposal of Condemned Food.
Generally by disposal at the Corporation's refuse tip.
SECTION F.
PREVALENCE 0OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) notified doriag the year 19B68.

TOTAL CASES | ADMITTED T0
DISEASE NOTIFIED IS0LAT ION TOTAL DEATHS
HOSPITAL
Scarlet Fever 7 - -
Whooping Cough 1 = -
Sonne Dysentery 9 3 =
Puerperal Pyrexia 4 4 =
Fpeumonia 1 » -
22 7 -
AGE INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIED CASES
Se—saa )
Age over 0 1 2 : 4 B |10 |16 |20 |35 |46 |86
and under 1 2 a 4 6 |10 |16 |20 |35 |46 |66
DISEASE
Scarlet Fever i R R R e SR (R R N S
Whooping Cough - 1-1- 1= pt1]l-1-1-1- i
Sonne Dysentery 1 1 |- 11-1¢ 110 - gL =1 =1 =
Puerperal Pyrexia - === 1=1=01=01t1s]l=1-=1]-=
Poeumonia el o l=t=0=11]=0=01=0]=1-=
1 1 2 2 - g 2 1 4 = - =
=it




Scarlet Fever.

7 cases occurred during the year all of which were treated
At home. 4 cases gccurred in school children, 3 1n chilldren
under school age and none In adul ts.

Whooping Cough.
1 case occurred during the year,

No. of children Immuinised at School Clinlec:- 32

Diphtheria

No cases of Diphtheria occurred durlng the year., There
have been no cases in the Borough since 1gg0.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

The following figures show the cases Immunised at the School
Clinic, Warwick Road:-

Under 5 years ... ik TE

School Children iiw B8

Re-inforcement Doses e A oy

TUBERCULOSIS
New cases Deaths.
Pulmonary {Non-Pulmonary Pulmonary hnn-?nimnug

Ml ¥ M F M F M| F
to b = = - - - = = o
to 16 1 (] 1 - - - -
16 to 26 1 [} - - - - - -
26 to 36 3 3 - : - = - -
86 to db 1 2 - - - - - -
46 to BB 3 1 - - s = 22
66 to 66 2 - - - 1 - -
66 & over = - 1 = = 5 E
11 18 2 - - 1 = =

As a result of the visit of the Mass Radiography Unit to

Banbury in April, 1958,
active disease were discovered and 12 cases of lnactive disease,

6708 fllms were taken.

- 15 -

11 cases of




BOROUGH OF BANBURY

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 AND 1948.

Anoual Report of the Medical Officer of Health in respect of the year 1956

Part 1 of the Act.

1. Inspections for mrposes of provisions as tc health (including inspec-
Health Inspactors.)

tiona:made by the Public

Number of
No. oa J Written Occupiers
Premises Begister Inspectiond MNotices Prosecuted.
{1 Pacteriesin which
Sections 1,2, 8.4 and
6 are to be enforced by
local MAanthorities 20 19 1 =
[2) Factories not included
in (1} in which Section
T is enforced by the
Local Authority i36 271 16 5
{8) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Anthority
lexcluding out-workers
premises) i i1 b 1 7
TOTAL: 187 296 1% =
2. Cases in which defects were found
_ﬂﬂ. of cases im which defects were found
Referred No. of
Found E?::' to H M I:r H'ﬂ‘ Prosecu-
= Particulars *| Inapector i e tioms.
Want of cleanliness 1 1 - = =
Ban Conveaiences
(Sec. 7) Insufficient 2 2 - = =
San Conveniences
(Sec T) unsaitable or
defective 16 16 = 1 =
Other offences. - - -
TOTAL: 18 iB - 1 -
3. Ontworkers.
No. of ouiworkers in August list required by Sec. 118(1i(e)] ... 11

(All outworkers engaged in making of wearing apparell
No. of cases of default ip supplying lista

T

Nao.

of inatances of work in vowholesome premimes












Cilnemas and Public halls

435

Diseases of Animals Act
Interviews wlith owners and bullders 1145
Keeplng of animals B2
Miscellaneous vislts T84
Pet Anlmals Act vislts 28
Rag Flock Act Visits 2
Total visits and inspections made 9071
NOTICES SERVED AND COMPLIED WITH 1956
Dut- Complied Out-
Type of Notlce, sranding Served with standing
i 31.. 12 65§ 1966 1956 41 12 5&.]
Public yeal'h Act-prelim 28 £13 186 e
Piblic yealth Act- I ;
i Statutory 30 32 43 19
Housiag Act-Prolim 1 id 44 5
Housing Act-Statutory 19 L 18
Factories Act-Informal § ag 38 B
Shops Azt - Informal 8 4 6 3
rouy Bl Dris Arh 18 115 103 30
Frevention of Damage
by Pests Act-Informal i | 2
Milk and Dairies = =
' L
anal Hoats
JRegulations Informal - 5 = =
TOTALS 142 416 433 125

SrMwany A7 TNSPECTIONS MADE, NOTICES SERVED, NOTICES
COMPLIED WITH . DEFECTS RFMERIED AND PREMISES IMPROVED

1956
MRt e F
e P e | B8 [,
AT R
Inspections made 3611 1982 295 3183 9071
Notices served 258 115 38 b 416
Notices complied witl 284 103 is B 4133
Defects remedied 926 142 36 10 1114
Premises improved 284 ib 18 T a64
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Flooding of cellars ... A, e P A
Defective gutters and ralnwater plpes ... . =
Defective ranges and Tlreplaces e 1
Verminous or dirty premlses s e T 7
Dampness ol L e i 5
Smoke and Chimney nulsances - e c A
Hulsances from animals i oty G i
Choked ditch — T Thisd - L
Dangerous structures ... e S i 1
General defects i 11

132

DRAINAGE AND WATER CLOSETS.

During the perlod under review, %4 choked drains were
dealt with by the Department and, ac a further 19 premises,
drains were re-constructed or repaired under our supervision -
this work Including the provislion of twonew I1nspection chambers
In addition, several choked sewers were found and, in eachn
case, tnese recelved prompt attentlon after belng referred
to the Borougn Surveyor.

Improvements to sanltary accommodation ef fected comprised
the provision of 1 addltlional water closet; the repair of 42
water closet compartments; the provision of 14 new pedestal
pans and the repalr or renewal of 15 flushing clsterns.

In additior to these Improvements, 10 washlng basins
or sinks were prov'ded at various food premises in the -area
following requests by your inspectors

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND BISINFECTION.

The incidence o" infectious dilsease was again low during
1958 and, a5 & consequence, the Publlc Health Inspecters
made only 1% visits of enquiry in respect of notifled cases.
A report on each of these cases wasmade to the Medlcal Qfficer
of Health. Following the occurrence of infectious disease,
27 rooms were disinfected by the Department.

REFUSE ACCOMMODATION.

As & result of complalnts and routine Inspections 18
new dustbins were supplied at various premises in the Borough
following the service of notices by the Nepartment under the
provisions of Sectlon 75 of the Public Health Act, 1938.

CANAL BOATS

Three canal boats were inspected during the year and
no contraventions were discovered on any of the boats visited.
The boats were found to be kKept in a satlsfactory state of
cleanliness and no infectious disease cases were encountered
during the course of the Inspections.
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SMOKE ABATEMENT.

This fleld ofouractivities received a good deal of
attention during Lhe year and 1if vislits were made by the
inspectors in this connectlon These visits included the
takingof 31 formal observations, advisory visits to factorles,
In connection with general smcoke abatement work and warning
visits Inrespect of occasional bursts of black smoke observed
apart from the perlods of formal observation

The formal observations showed an undue amount of black
smoke to be emitted on four occasions only - the maximum
period belng five minutes in the half-hour - but on at
least 17 other occasions it was necessary for your officers
to takeup, with the firms concerned, the matter of excessive
smoke emission The visits made to factories in thils connec-
tion indicated the main causes of excessive smoke emission
to be (a) unsatisfactory stoking of the bollers (b} the use
of unsuitable fuel and (¢} excessive calls on bollers
which were already belngworked to their full capacity. In
addition, 1t was found that certain boilers could not be
hand-stoked without producing black smoke on some occasions -
a defect which will requlire to be remedied by the firms
concerned when the Clean Air Act, 19568,1s fully in cperation

In all; nine premises were recorded as woffenders®
in respect of smoke emisslon and, in all these cases, a
good deal of time was spent in discussing the trouble with
the owners and stokers concerned, in advising them as to
steps to be taken to prevent further nuisances and in polnt-
ing out to the various managements their likely liabllity
under the new leglslation when 1t comes into operation.

The Clean Alr Act, 1956, was not, of course, operative
during the year but every effort was made during the normal
visits to factories to publicise the Act and to explaln the
future 11Kely requirements of the new law. This policy has
already shown 1tself to be the right one in so far that
work has been put in hand, or is contemplated, at some of
the local factorles with a view to improving the boliler
plants 80 as to comply with the possible future requirements.

VAN DWELLINGS,

182 visits of inspection were made to van dwelllngs
In the area during is56 - 75 of these vislts being to caravans
coming into the town for the perliod of the annual Michaelmas
Falr.

The persons occupying the falr vehicles comprised 184
adults and 40 children and, once agaln, I am able to report
favourable on the well-malntalned and clean condition ef these
caravans., The inspections made did not reveal any serious
cases of overcrowding and no cases of 1infectious dlsease
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were discovered during these visits. After the departure
of the falr vehlcles, inspectlons of the sites occupled by
them showed that efforts had been made to leave the areas
used In a clean and tidy condition.

With regard to other caravans Iin the Borough, I have
agaln to report that, due to further unavoldable delays,
the improvements at the Marshes, Southam Road, had not been
carried out at the close of the year., At the time ofpreparing
this report, however, work was actively in progress on the
5ite and 1t 1s hoped that the varlous improvements wlll be
completed and the slte licenced durlng 1957.

The other unllicenced site, at Daventry Road, was still
occupled by 12 caravans at the end of 1956 and, early in
1657, 1twas declded to take action to have the site cleared-
thls action belng co-ordinated with the anticlpated date
ol completion of the work at The Harshes.

Temporary licences were granted in respect of several
other caravans - on individual sites - although most of these
wWere to persons who were temporarily residing in the area
on account of their employment on varicus building contracts
and other simllar schemes.

Asmentioned lastyear, the caravan problemstill continues
to be one of difficulty, as 1t 1s In many other areas, and
it seems certaln that your officers will continue to have
a good deal of work in this connection for a very long time
to come.

VERMINOUS PREMISES

As mentioned 1n recent annual reports, the number of
verminous premises dealt with continues top decrease and the
year under review showed a similar trend. Twelve rooms,
infested by vermin, were disinfested by the Department and
¥our Inspectorsmade 30 vislts of Inspectlon to these premises.
In each of the cases dealt with satisfactory results were
reported.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT. 1951.

Mo applications for registratlion under the provisions
of this Act were received durlng i9s5s8.

SHOPS ACT, 1950.

As your Publlc Health Inspectors are responsible for
all the dutles under the somewhat complicated provisions
of the Shops Act, a fair amount of time 1s devoted to this
work each year. The perlod covered by this report showed
increased attention to this sectlion of our work, 308 shops
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being Inspected with respect to the "health and comfort®
provislions of the Act and 113 vislts 1ln relatlon to closing
hours, the employment of young persons and the keeplng of
records.

Four notlices were served in respect of minor contravent-
lons of the Act as a result of the inspections made.

It should be added that there 1s, of course, some over-
lapping of our duties under the Shops Act and the Food Hyglene
Regulations in respect of food shops and some of the improvements
recorded under the latter Regulatlons could well have been
dealt with under Shops leglislation.

HOUSING.

The basic and most onerous duty of your Publlic Health
Officers still continues to be housing work and the period
dealt with In this report was one of considerable activity
in this field

As a result of a declsion by the Housing Committee to
allocate 680 houses for slum clearance purposes, 82 houses
in the first year's programme were represented by the Medical
Officer ofHealth and the Corporation submitted to the Minlstry
proposals for % Clearance Areas (18 houses), 7 Compulsory
Purchase (Qrders (38 houses) and proposals for dealing with
8 Individual unfit houses. 1In addition, some 40 houses -
comprising the remainder of our first year's programme - were
inspected and it 1s anticipated that these will be represented .
early In i957.

The year's -~ecords show that 331 houses were lnspected
under the Public Health Act, 1936, and that 157 premises were
inspected and recorded under the provisions of the Housing
{Cmnsolidated)} Regulations. In addition, no less than 1307
revsisits were made to houses being dealt with under housing
leglslation. This latterlarge number of visitsbelng accounted
for by (a) work in connection with the slum clearance prog-
ramme and (b} the resumption of housing repair work and the
reconditioning of houses

Some 284 houses were repaired during the year and, in
a few cases, 1t was necessary for the Corporation to carry
out work 1n default of the owners in respect of notices
served under Sections 39 and 45 of the Public Health Act,
1936.

In connection withdwelling-houses, 228 informal notices
and 32 statutory notices were served and 240 informal notices
and 44 statutory notlces were compllied with.

~One application was recelved for a certificate of dis-
repalir under the provisions of the Housing Repairs and Rents
hct, 1954, and three certificates were revoked followlng
the completion of the necessary repalrs by the owners concerned.
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An examination of our records shows that, since 1944,
no less than 59 unfit houses have been demollshed or closed
and that 551 houses have been repalred or re-conditioned
under the provislons of Section 9 of the Houslng Act, 1938.

The statlistics given in thls report convey some idea
of the amount of tlme and thought given to thls most important
subject and, whilst a good deal of progress 1srecorded hereln,
it 1s certain that a very great deal stlill remalns to be
done before the general housing conditions In the Borough
could be reported to be satisfactory. The remaining portion
of the slum clearance programme and the repalr and reconditlion-
ing of houses 1s, therefore, likely to be a most important
priority in the duties of your Public Health Officers during
the next few years.

RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

The usual routine dutles in respect of rodent control
were carried out and, as in previous years, the Corporation
continued thelr policy of giving a free treatment service
to the occupiers of private dwellings and of making a charge
for work done at business premises.

The detalls set out Celow summarise the year's work:-

(a) Surface Infestations.
1956 1955 1954 1953 1952

No. of complaints recelved .. 120 121 117 97 81
No. of premises Inspected ... 2110 1887 2214 2171 2081
No. of revislits made ipiz 1086 1118 888 539
No. of Premises cleared y: 364 395 435 435 428
Amount of balt lald (1bs) ... 724 876 8687 TO3 688
Actual rat bodles found gal 4¥Y2 753 TOT7 687

(b) Sewer Infestations

The sewers in the Borough were dealt with during the
year and the results are shown in the following table:-

No. of Manholes
Month Type of Treatment Prebaited| Showing "Takes" E:ii:ﬂ'
March Maintenance i1 18 18
July Special - Neithrop
& Town areas only. 30 B 8
October | Test - Baiting [ T -
November| Maintenance 42 12 12

These results are, on the whole, satisfactory in so
far as they show no serlous infestation of the sewers in
the Borough. A new type of polson "Antu" was used for the
July treatment and, for the October and November baitings,
the Minlistry's latest technique was employed and all balt

lald was treated with an anti-mould powder (paranltrophenol).
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FACTORIES

Increased attention was pald to the inspection of
factorles durlng the period covered by thls report and 295
inspectlions were recorded. As a result of these inspections
38 notlces were served and several improvements, malnly 1n
respect of sanltary accommodation, were carrled out - detalls
of these belng recorded on page 21 of this report.

MILK CONTROL

As 1n previopous years, your Public Health I[nspectors
carried out regular routine inspections of the dalrles In
the Borough and, I1n addltlion, samples of milk were taken
at frequent Intervals for examination for keeping quality,
cleanliness and efficlent pasteurisation.

The table glven below shows the results for 1958 together
with comparative figures for the four previous years:-

1956 1955 1954 1953 1952

Samples taken . o 72 84 76 Ba2 88
Samples satlsfactory e 72 682 72 76 84
Samples not satisfactory. .. - 2 3 3] 4

The year was something of a record In so far that it
i1s the first year during which all samples taken were reported
to be satlsfactory.

Three dealers licences, under the Milk (Speclal Designa-
__tlons) (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations, 1949/54
were 1ssued during the year and five dealers licences were
granted under the provisions of the Milk(Speclial Designat jons)
(Raw M1lk) Regulations, 1948/54.

In general, the dalries weremaintained in a satisfactory
- condition during the year and, apart from verbal requests
in respect of minor contraventions, no action was necessary
by your officers.

MEAT AND FOOD INSPECTION

(a) Meat Inspection

As in previous years, all animals slaughtered for human
consumption in the Borough were inspected prior to sale and
the following table shows the number of animals killed and
inspected together with the carcases, parts of carcases and
organs whlch were rejected as belng unfit for human food:-

Catile. Sheep. Pigs. Calves. Total

=== it

1. Slagghtered & Inspected.... 1061 4912 5026 a7 11095
2., Whole carcases condemned.
{a) Tuberculosis S 2 - - = 2
ib} Other Diseases - 1 2 4 4 11
8. Parts of Carcases and organs
condemned
ial] Tuberculosis S ah - 117 - 182
(bi Dther Diseases - 287 127 716 - 1180
icl Cysticercosis i 12 - = - 12



The total welght ofmeat and offal rejected was approxi-
mately 54 tons - a figure which 1s about the same as that
recorded for 198&6.

(b) Other Foods

In addition to the unsound meat detailed above a consld-
erable amount of tinned foods and other unsound foodstuffs
were dealt with - g5 vislts of ilnspection being recorded
for this purpose Full details of all unsound meat and food
are contained in the report of the Medlcal Qfflicer of Health
attached hereto

{(c)y Poblic Slanghterhouse

The Public Slaughterhouse, which has been in operation
since the 1=t July, 19854, functioned most satisfactorlily
during the year and, once again, I can give nothing but
praise to the manager and slaughtermen for the efficlent
manner in which they have performed thelr duties and for the
high quality of the dressed carcases they have produced.

The number of animals slaughtered was 11095 - comprising
i061 cattle, 4912 sheep, 5025 plgs and 97 calves - and the
fees recelved for slaughtering charges, lalrage fees and
refrigeration charges amounted to £4083. 12. 4.°

These figures show a most satisfactory lncrease over
those for 1955 when a total of 9.100 animals were slaughtered
and the receipts for the year totalled £3288 9. 0. It is,,
therefore, evident that the premises are belng lncreasingly
used by the butchers in the Borough and the adjoining rural
areas.

As mentioned last year, there 1s no doubt that the
public slaughterhouse 18 an asset to the town - both from
the public health angle and from the point of view of the
butchers in the area.

(d) Slanghtermens Licences

During the year the licences of B s_aughtermen were
renewed and 3 new licences were granted under the provislons
of the Slaughter of Animals (Amendment) Act, 1954.

FOOD PREMISES.

As a result of the ~oming into operation of the Food
Hyeglene Regulations, 1955, at the beginning of the year
under review, a new survey of all food premlses 1n the
Borough was commenced and, as will be seen from the information
glven below, substantial progress was achieved 1in the
implementation of the new Regulations.

In general, some 1277 visits of Inspection were made
under the provisions of the Food and Drugs Act and the Food
Hyglene Regulations; 115 Informal requests were served
for the carrying out of improvements and 138 defects or
contraventions were remedied at 45 nremises.
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Once again very close 11ason wasmalntained wlith the Divislonal
Veterinary officer and we were able to glve some asslstance
to that offlicer In the tracing of plgs which had passed
through the local market.

(3) Foot and Mouth Disease

Although no cases of this disease occurred locally or
in the lmmedlate vicinity, there were several outbreaks |In
the country during the year and it was necessary for your
officers to serve several notices ol detention 1ln Tespect
of contact animals. In this work again, ¢lose co-operation
was maintalned with the Ministry's O0fficers throughout the
year.

(4) Regulation of Movement of Swine Order. 1954.

The number of licences i1ssued authorislihg the movement
of swine from the cattle market to private premises and the
number of animal'ss involved 1s given In we following table
together with comparative figures for the last four years:-

1906 1085 1954 1953 _1OA3
Licences issued %, 519 2,585 2,974 2,653 2,042

No. of animals involved 48,8368 28,573 22.950 17,968 11,418

These figures are illustrative of the growth of this
section of the market during recent years.

Seven contraventions of the Qrder were reported to the
appropriate Committee of the Corporation and, as six of these
cases were first offences, the persons responsible were
cautioned by the Town Clerk. In the other case, legal proceed-
ings were instituted and a fine of £8. 0. 0. with £%. 2. 0.
costs was Imposed. In addition to these cases, nine cautlons
were administered by the Inspectors 1ln respect of minor
contraventions of the Order.

{5) Importation of A-imals.

628 licences were received during theyear authorising
the movement of 28,120 Irish Cattle Irom the port of landing
to the local market and these cattle were re-licenced to
private premises - thus Involving the 1ssue of 1,344 llcences,

Sales of Irlsh Cattle were held fortnightly during the
year - the market being licenced for the holding of such
sales on Fridays - and, as mentloned last year, these sales
have become a regular feature of the market.

The number of licences 1ssued and the number of animals
licenced thereby durlng 1958 and previous years is given
below: -

198586 19585 384 A983

Licences 1ssued 1,344 1,865 1,830 1s2
Animals involved 28,120 %1.914 31 232 3,207

Two cautions were issued by the Town Clerk in respect
of offences in connection with the movement of Irish Cattle
and seven warnings were given by the Inspectors in respect
af contraventions of the Order
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{6) Sheep Dipning.

The number of sheep dipped in the Borough durlng 1958
was 1,671 and, 1n each case, a single type dip was used.
New Regulations, made under the Sheep S8cab Order of 1938
and the Sheep Scab (Amendment; Order of 1948 are now in
operation in the Borough - these Regulations beilng in accord
with similar Regulations operative in the rest of the county.

{(7) Transitof Animals - Cleansing and Disinfection of Vehicles.

During 1956 a total of 7,180 vehicles used for the
conveyance nf animals were cleansed and disinfected at the
Corporation's cleansing station at the cattle market. This
flgure gives a weekly average of 138 vehicles, as compared
with 129 vehicles per week during the previous year. ‘"he
income received by the Corporation for this workwas £538.10.0 -
an Increase of £31. i3 (. ascompared with the previous year.

As In previous years, strict supervidon over the cleansing
of vehicles was maintained and it was only necessary for
the Inspectors to i1ssue four cautions Inrespect of contraven-
tions of the Qrden;

(8) The Live Poultry (Restriction) Order.

As has happened during recent years, the saleof poul try
at the market was under restriction throughout the perlod
and the auctloneers were licenced to enable them to hold
weekly sales of poultry intended for immediate slaughter,
within the precincts of the market. In addition, they were
licenced tohold sales of store poultry on premises adjolning,
but not within, the market premises. The various sales were
kept under observation throughout the Year and, in the case
of any minor offences detected, offenders were cautioned by
¥our Inspectors.

(9) The Markets Sales and Lairs (Amendment) Order, 1926

Constant attentlon was given to the market and the
Rallway Siding Pens during the year 1in respect of the above-
mentioned grder and 252 routine inspections of the premises
were carrled out for this purpose. As a result of these
inspections 1t was necessary for your Inspector to 1ssue four
cautlons 1n respect of unsatisfactory cleansing of pens in
the market and one caution in connection with a similar offence
at the Rallway Siding pens.

The new cleansing facilities, provided by the owners
of the market and mentiocned in my last report, have been
of ereat service in maintalning the market in a satisfactory
state of cleanliness and, on the whole, the cleansing and
disinfection of the premises between sales has been carried
out satlsfactorily - particularly having regard to the tremen-
dous amount of stock passing through the premlses.

(10 Fowl Pest.

No cases of this disease were reported in the Borough
during 1968,
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