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To the Worshipful the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillomsof the
Borough of Banbury.

MR. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, -

I beg to submit my nineteenth .nnual Report, which re-
cords the Health Services of the Borough during 19565. The re-
port was prepared In accordance with the requirements of Circular
17/66 of the Minlstry of Health. :

Vital Statistics

The vital statistics for the Borough appear to be
satisfactory and compare favourable with those of the country
as a whole.

The Blrth Rate was 14.4 in 186565 compared with 15.8
in 1954 and 15.0 1n England and Wales. The Still-birth
Rate 24.7 per 1000 was much the same 1n 1954 (28 per 1000)
(England and Wales 23 1).

The Death Rate was 11.8 as compared with 10.356 in 1954
and 11.7 In England and Wales.

The most common causes of death were:-

Heart Dlsease (including C aronary Thrombosis) 87
Vascular Diseases of Nervous System g 45
Cancer Hi = doaa .40 29
(Other Dlseases of Circulation e.n.n . w 15
Prieumonia o e M T 14

A satisfactory feature 1s the considerable reduction
in the number of deaths from Cancer, 29 as comparsed with
4% during the previous year. The number of deaths from
Cancer of the lung was 4 compared with 10 during the previous
year. It was suggested In last year's Annual Report that
the increase in Banbury in 1954 was probably of a temporary
character and this seems to be borne out by flgures for 1856.
Nevertheless this 1z not true of the country as a whole
and the matter has recently recelved a great amount of
publicity by the Press and by.the B.B.C. Clgarette smoking
has been 1mplicated as a factor in its causation and benz-
pyrene which 1s present in cigarettes 1s undoubtedly a
cancer-producing agent, but it 1s also present in petrol
and dlesel o0lls, which have Increased enormously in use
In recent ¥years

There appears to be undoubtedly some relationship between
clgarette-smoking and lung cancer, but in the case of petrol
and diesel fumes the position is less clear. As far as the
public are concerned probably the best advice m the subject
1s contalned in a leading article In a recent issue of the
*British Medlical Journal® where 1t 1s stated:-

"There would seem to be no doubt that i1f young men and
women to-day refralned from smoking cigarettes the mortallty
from lung cancer would drop sharply in say, twenty years
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able number of sporadlc cases and carrlers of Salmonella
Infectlion are discovered by the Publlic Health Laboratory

each year and there seems to be no doubt that there 1s a
falrly high carrier rate in the population. This means that
there must be increased vigllance and care by all who handle
food.

This 1s emphasised in the Food Hyglene Regulaticns 1858
which place 1increased respmsibilities on Local Authoritles
in this connection Sanitary Inspectors are now required to
vislt school and factory canteens, childrens® and old peoples’
homes as well as shops., hostels and restaurants

Nearly 2000 vislits were pald by the Sanltary Inspectors
to food premises In 1955 and in view of the new repulations
1t seems likely that this number will be far exceeded in
1956. The regulations contaln many new provislons and should
help greatly to ralse the standard of hyglene both with regard
to premises and parsonnel. Although ngo organised course of
lectures was glven to food handlers durlng the year, a great
deal of valuable educational work was done by the Sanlitary
Inspectors during the course of their routine dutles.

Staff

During the year two senlor officers of the Council,
the Town Clerk, Mr. E. Owen Reld and the Borough Surveyor
Mr. 8ldney Hilton retired and I should like to express my
appreciation of the valuable co-operation which I have
had from them during the past 18 ¥years, and wish them every
happiness in their retirement from Local Government Service.

With regard to the staff of the Public Health Department,
Mr. Belton. additional Sanitary Inspector resigned to take
up an appointment under Aylesbury Rural District Council
and was succeeded by Mr. H. Fhillips.

In conclusion I shomld like to thank the Chief Sanitary
Inspector for the capable and efficient administration of
his department, and the members of his staff for thelr
loyal support

I should like also to thank the Chalrman and members
of the Public Health Committee for thelir interest and
support of the work of the Department.

I amy
Your opbedlent servant,

A.J. CAMPEELL,

Medical Officer of Health.












Illegitimate Children
There were 22 lllegitimate births durlng the year or

these 1 dled before reaching the age of one year. This repre-
sents an Infant Hortality Rate of 45.5 per 1,000 as agalnst 39.3
for legltimate chlldren

National Assistance Act, 1948 - Section 47.
No actlon has been necessary in the Borough during the year

SECTION C
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

1 Water Supply.

Water for the Borough was, up to the end of 1948. supplled
by the Banbury Water Company but, during that year, a Bill was
passed by Parliament under which the Town Councll acqulired the
undertaking as from the 1st January, 1847. (Banbury Corporation
Act, 1p48).

The water supply 1s from the River Cherwell at Grimsbury
and the Sor Brook at Bodicote; it is treated by settlement
filtration and chlorination. During 1955 the supply was con-
stant and sufficlent

During the year g4 samplesof water were taken for chemical
and bacteriologlical examination. All were reported to be satis—
factory and sulitable for a publlc supply.

With the exception of a few houses on the outskirts of the
town (21 separate premlises., all are on the public supply.

2 Dreinage and Sewerage.
No' important works were carried out during the year,
except the extension of sewers in connection with the
Corporation's housing programme. Dralnage repalrs and im-
provements carried out under the supervision of the Department
during 19566 Included:-
Drains cleared of obstruction .
Drains repalred or relald
Sollpipes repalred R e
Inspection chambers provided

wea 8Y

3. Rivers and Streams

The Thames Conservancy Board exerclses general supervision
over the rivers and streams in the Borough. The water—-courses
conveying storm water recelved attention fram the Sanitary
Inspector during the year and some cleansing of water-courses
was carried out

4 Closet Accommodation

Practically all the dwelllng-houses In the Borough are
provided with water closets, except a few on the extreme out-
skirts of the town where the water carrlage system 1s not
avallable Improvements to closet accommodation carried out

as a result of the work of the Sanitary Inspector were;-

-p-



New Water Closets provided . ]
W.C. Compartments repalred . i ok
W.C. Compartments cleansed .. Gt

S E R

W.C. Pedestals provided o ol i 22
W.C. cisterns provided : B
Elsan closets provided (on bullding sites ete. } 7

5 Public Cleansing. '
This work 1s carrled out under the supervision of the
Borough Surveyor and has been well maintained during the year

6 Sanitary Inspection of the Area

pParticulars of the workof the Sanitary Inspectors are glven
in the I‘EDOI"L’- of the Chief Sa.nir.ar:.r Inspector at the end of this
report

SECTION D.
HOUSING

The suggested five year's programne of slum clearance work.
reconmended ina report submitted to the Public Health Committee
in March, 1955, was approved by the Councll 1In June and the
proposals were submitted to the Ministry of Housing and Local
Government during that month.

These proposals were for the Incluslion of 444 houses In
clearance or compulsory purchase areas and for the deallngwith of a
further 31 individual unfit houses durlng the five years programme.

In October, the Ministry requested detalls of the first
year's programme and, following areport to the Camittee, a 11st of
9% houses (inii areas) aud 6 Individual unfit houses was approved
by the Councll as the suggested first years stage of the slum clearance
Prograrme.

Owing to the lack of rehousing facllictles no areas were
represented during 1966 ut, subject to the Corporations bullding
programme proceeding as expected, 1t 1s hoped to commence active
work under the programme during 1958.

As In previous vears, a good deal of housing repalr work
was carried out asaresult of the work of the Sanltary Inspectors
- 302 houses being repaired under the Publlc Health Act, 1938,
dand the Houslng Act, 1838 durlng the period under review.

The records show that since 1944 the following workhas been
carried out in the Borough under the provisions of the Housing
Act, 1938:-

(a) Houses .emolished by formal or informal action 27
(b} Houses permanently closed following formal or
informal action . ab
(c) Houses repalired or recundltlﬂned under Sectliong 508
(d) Houses at which work was carried out Iin default
of owners. . - - =1



SECTION E.
INSPECTION OF MEAT.  MILK AND OTHER FOODS

{a) Milk Supply.

Since the coming lnto operation of the M1lKk and Dalries Reg-
ulations, 1948, the Corporation's dutles with respect to milk
supply has been malnly concerned with the distribution side, the
responsiblliity for the supervisian of mllk productlon now belng
in the hands of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisherles. whilst
the responsibility for supervising milk pasteurisation plants is
dealt with by the County Council.

The work of the Public Health Department in this connection
therefore, during 1855, has been mainly in c mnection with the
inspection of dairles and the sampling of milk. 48 visits of
inspection were recorded and 64 samples of milk have been taken.

Under the provisions of the Milk (Speclal Designations) (Raw
Milk) Regulatlions, 1949/54 and the M1lk (Speclal Designations),
(Pasteurised and Sterlilised;, Milk Regulatlons, 19848/54, the foll-
owing licences were granted by the Corporatiom:-

Dealers' Llcences (T.T. M1lk) e B
Dealers®' Licences (Pasteurised Milk) 2

Routine milk sampling was maintained throughout the year and
the followlng statistics show the number and results of the
samples taken:-

Type of Milk Samp les Taken Samples Satisfactory

Tuberculin Tested (Past.) 24 22
Pasteurised e _40 40
64_ L _

S0 far as is known, practically all the milk passing through
the town's dairiesisnow rendered safe by pasteurisation and it
1s reasonable to conclude that the town's milk supply is at pre-
sent highly satisfactory.

(b} Meat Inspection

During 1966, as ln the elght previous years, every animal
slaughtered for human food in the Borough was inspected prior
to sale and, in the perlod under review, the carcases, parts of
carcases and offal detalled in the table below were condemned
and surrendered: -

-10-



CATTLE SHEEF PIGS CALVES
Total number of
Animals
Slaughtered and g8z 4179 3908 61
Inspected
Ho Weight Na Weight] No Weight No. Weight
Carcases
Condemned
Tuberculosis ] 1204 = = 1 214 - -
Other Diseases 2 675 17 BB6E 1 30 1 18
Totals ial | 1878 17 RG6 2 244 1 16
Parts of Carcase
& Urgans condemmed
Meat - a0n9 - 180 - 16 - 18
Total Qffal 4 190 17 B2 2 16 1 2
Livers 1563 2066 114 233 i b 294 = -
Lungs 42 432 T6 143 215 695 -
Heads A1 1347 - - a1 1174 - .
Tongues hd d63 = E = i o
Spleens 2 6 - - 2 b
Inztestines 5 185 - = 1 ]
Kidneys ] 5 B 10 aa - 5
Mes. Fat 10 103 = 13 a1 -
Skirts B 13 - . - = =
Plocks - - 2 12 23 200 =
Hearts a4 167 1 1 44 34 = =
Totals (bl 364 5178 210 621 694 2003 1 20
Total weight (al
& (b) in lbs 1067 1487 3247 a6
The followlng table. in the form required by the Minlstry of

Health, glves further details of the incidence of tuberculosis, gr-
aticercosis and other diseases cccuringin food animals slaughtered

and inspected in the Borough during 1955:-

..11_




Carcases and 0ffal inspected anid condemned in whole or in part.

L EATTLEL
XCLUDING COWS
CONS

CALVES

SHEEP
LAMRS

PIGS

HORSES

Number killed (if knownl

BE1

]

61

4179

3908

Number inspected

BE1

1

6l

4179

3908

All diseases except Tubercul
osis & Cysilicerci

Whole carcases condemned

17

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned

188

a9

206

472

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
disease .other than tubercul-
osis and cysticerci :

23 4%

&0 '5%

12.1%

Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases condemned

Carcases of which some part or
organ was comdemned

bo

a2

Percentage of the sumber
inspacted affected with
teberculosis

6. 9%

11 3%

2. 3%

Cysticercosis
Carcases of which some part ar
organ was condemnad s

17

Carcase submitied to treatment
by refrigeration .

17

Generalised and totally
condemned

{c) Other Foods.

The following other articles of food were inspected and surr-
endered as belng unflt for human consumption during the year:-

Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned
Tinned

Meat
Fish
Milk

Vegetables

Frulit
Soup
Jam
Steak
Ham
Tomatoes

TINNED FOODS

Fruit Julces

_.12_

1566
33
135
42
1684
6
T

8

Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins
Tins




SUNDRIES.

Wet Fish s aisin A 36 1lbs.
Sausages - e P 15 lbs.
Cheese ¢ 4 . Al 884 1bs.
Meat (R - o hh 6% lbs
Bacon bie i ik 784 lbs.
Ham o . o 144 1bs
Butter ow i - R

Cake R i S 12 1lbs.
Jellles . “ale ‘i i2 packets.
Sugar s iaia B 1lbs
Sweets s Py B 1lbsa.
Cocoanut ol P . 2 packets.
Flour - g gt 8 packets
Cereals Z o - 9 packets.
Sauces Ve . 7 Dbottles.
Plckles L i ¢

Feod Poisoning Outbreaks.
4 cases of Food Polsoning occurred in the Borough during 1955

Slaunghterhouses

Following the decontrol of meat and livestock in June, 1954, the
Corporation took over the lease of the Banbury Centralised Slaughter-
house in Swan Close Road, Banbury, as from the ist July, 1954, and
these premises are now being used as a Public Abattolr. Thers are
no other licensed slaughterhouses 1n the Borough, the Corporatlon
leving determined not to grant or renewany such licences In accordance
witn wne provisions of Section 4(2) of the Slaughterhouses Act, 1954,
by the terms of a resolution approved in September, 1954.

The Corporation has provided the necessary staflfl of slaughtermen
at the Swan Close Road premises and the abattolr, which Is supervised
by a manager. working under the control of the Chlef Sanitary Inspector
has functloned most satisfactorlly both from the public health angle
and from the point of view of the butchers In Banbury and the surpy-
opunding area. Details of the work carried out during 1955 appear in
the report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

Clean Food Campaigns

As will be seen from the annual report of the Chief Sanitary
Inspector, 1,560 vislics to food premises were made by the Banltary
Ingpectors durlng the year and, consliderable educational work, of the
utmost value, was carrled out in the course of these routine inspections



In addition although no organised course of lectures deal-
ing especlally with Clean Foodwas given during the year, informal
talks to varlous local organlsations were given by the Chief
Sanitary Inspector and on these occasions opportunity was taken
to emphasise the Importance of Clean Food.

Byelaws under Food and Drugs Act, 1938 - Section 15.

These Byelaws have been adopted by the Council and frequent
visgits are pald to food premlses and market stalls In the
Borough by the Sanitary Inspectors to ensure that the Byelaws
are belng compllied wlth.

puring the perlod of the Annual Falr 1In Qctober, 1955,
speclal attention was again pald to the cobservance of the Clean
Food Byelaws by the occuplers of stalls dealing in food stuffs
and, although conditl ms were on the whole, more satisfactory
than in previous years, 1t was necessary to 1ssue several verbal
cautions in respect of mlnor offences under the Byelaws.

Further detalls of the work in this connection will be found
In the report of the Chief Sanitary Inspector.

FOOD PREMISES.

The following statistics, requlired by the Minlstry, are given
in respect of food premises in the Borough:-

(1) No of Food Premises on record

Rakehouses ey ik et o 18
Butchers Shops . .t . e 29
Cafes and Restaurants ... cue ah s 28
Confectloners and Sweet Shops ... . 29
Dairles . SO e e 8
Fishmongers . ' ik T B
Fried Flsh Shops : o e 8
Food Manufacturing Pr&mlses - - i1
Greengrocers Shops : - Fiiie 19
Grocers and General Shops e b 54
Public Houses and Llcensed Fremisas R 85

(2) No of Premises Registered under Section 14 of the Food and
Drugs Act, 1938.

(a) For the manufacture or storage of lce cream ... o8
ib) For the preparation or manufacture of sausages
or potted, pressed, plckled or preserved food. . 17

{(3) No of Dairies Registered under the Milk and Dairies
Regulations 1949, - 8



(4} No of inspections of Repistered Food Premises

Full detalls of this work are recorded in the report of the
Chief Sanitary Inspector

{(5) Method of Disposal of condemned Ffood.
Cenerally by dilsposal at the Corporation's refuse tip.

SECTION F.
PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) notified duripg the year 19665.

TOTAL CASES |ADMITTED TO
DI1SEASE NOTIFIED ISOLATION TOTAL DEATHS
HOSPITAL
Scarlet Fever 16 11 -
Measles 431 1 1
Whooping Cough 5l - .
Sonne Dysentery 2 =
Puerperal Pyrexia 2 = =
Prenmnonia 5 - =
Salmopella Infection 4 1 -
Poliomyelitis 1 1 =
1% 14 1
AGE INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIED CASES
: .3
Age over ] 1 2 3 4 6| 10 | 16 | 20 ) &5 | 45 | 65
and under 1 2 3 i B 10| 15 ) 20 ) 35] 456 | 65
DISEASE.
Scarlet Fever - a1l =l & 9 = E = &
Heasles q 36 |68 |47 |66 P22 ) 3 21 &1 - -
¥hooping Cough 4 T16 4 9121]- - - 1 s -
Sonne Dysentery 1 — s I [ Ll =] - - -
Puerperal Pyrexia - - S| TR 1 1 - -
Poeumonia : = | = - 2 gl . = i | R 9 1
Salmopella Iafection - 1] - - - - - 1 2 .
Poliomyelitis = - | - - -1 -1- - - 1
9 |44 ]| 65)53 | 68 rﬁl 3 6| 6] 1 3 1

~15-







TUBERCULOSIS

Age b lNew cases Deaths.
Groups Pulmonary Non-Pulmonary. Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary.
M F ;| F M F H F
1 tob - . 1 -
B to 15 - 1 - - 5
16 to 2B 2 2 1 = 3 1
25 to 356 i 1 - - - - =
36 to 45 - - - - - = -
46 to 55 2 - - - = = =
bb to 656 2 - - - =
65 & over 1 1 - -
2 5 2 — - - =

B.C.G. VYaccination.

At the present time the Minlistry of Health have agreed to
B.C.G. Vaccination for the following groups of lndividuals.

1. Contacts to cases of Tuberculosls (infants and young
children iIn particular.)

2. Nurses, Medlcal students and others who are normally
in contact with cases

3. Children In the 13-14 age group.

The first two groups are normally dealt with through the
Chest Clinic but the third group (school children between
13 and 14) is dealt withby the School Health Service. Vacclnation
was carrled out for the first time ln the Autumn of 1956.

The number of children in the age group 1n the Banbury
Schools - 1.e. all the Sec mdary Modern Schools (St. Marys,
8t. John's, Easington and Grimsbury), the Grammar Schopl and
the Technical School was 380. 83 8% consented to vaccinatim,
16.4% were positive to the inictial skin test (Heaf Test). This
means that these chlldren did not require vacclnation. O0f the
remalnder 95.9% were sucessfully vaccinated.

'_:LT"




BOROUGH OF BANBURY

FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 AND 1948.

Anpnual Report of the Medical 0fficar of Health in res et of the year 1954
Part I of the Act

1. laspections for purposes of provisions as to health [including imspec-
! ade by :the itary lEspEftﬂ:EL

Number of

No. on

Written Occupiers
Register '

Fremisas, Inzpections

{1} Factories in which
Sections 1,2 8.4, and
6 are to be enforced by
local Authorities 23 13 2 -

-
&=
-

Factories wot included
in i1} in which Section
T .4 enforced by the
Local Authority 4 182 121 B -

(3) Other premises im which
Section 7 is enforcedby
the Local Authority
lexcluding out-workers
premisas) . 12 10 B

TOTAL 167 144 15 S

2. Cases in which defecis were found

No. of cases in which defects were found
- Referred by H.M. No. of
Particulars Found Efgﬁ to H M Inspector |Prosecu
' Inspector] tions.
Wanr of cleanliness 2 2 - = -
San. Conveniences 5 [ : &= L
o d8ax, 71 Insufficispt
San. Conveniences
{Sec. T/ unmnsuitable or 7 T - 1
jafo-rive
Other offences 1 1 - - -
TOTAL 16 15 - 1

3. Outworkers
No of outworkers in August list reguired by Sec. 1101} (¢} : 15

{All outworkers engaged in making of wearing apparel)
No. of cases of default in supplying lists : B R ol
No. of instances of work in unwholesome premises A

= ’18-.—



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR
FOR THE YEAR 1955.

To the Worshipful the Mayoer, the Aldermen and Councillors of the
Banbury Borough Council.

MR. MAYOR, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the pleasure of submitting to you my tenth annual
report which records the work of your Sanitary Inspectors for the
Year 1985 and, In doing so, I have agalin to report good progress
In all aspects of our many dutles.

The work carrled out by my sectlion of your Public Health
Department is not of a spectacular nature - in fact much of it
15 quite the reverse - but I feel that the records presented in
this report demonstrate the careful watch which is kept on the
environment and the food supplies of the inhablitants of the Borough
Much of our work 1s of a routine character and is quite unknown
to many of those for whose beneflt 1t 1s performed but I think
it 1s still true to say that, without a satlisfactory and efficient
environmental health service, the general health of the town, and
the country, would not be so satlisfactory as 1t 1s today. In other
words, for hesalthy living 1t is st1l1]l necessary to ensure pure
water, clean alr, healthy housing and working conditions, freedom
from Infection and disease together with a pure and unadulterated
food supply and 1t is to these ends that the work recorded in thls
report has been carrled out.

The maln emphasis of our dutles durlng 1956 was agaln on
housing work and responsibllities connected with the supervision
of food and food premlses but, in splte of these primary calls
upon our time, 1t was possible to malntaln our usual routine work
in other directions.

In connection with housing work, the completion of the speclal
survey with respect to proposed slum clearance and the preparation
of the five year programme accounted for a good deal of time
but 1t was possible also, as shown later in thls report, to
resume routine housing Inspection for the repalr and reconditlioning
of houses which are expected to remain in use for a great many years.

Meat and food 1lnspectlion, the sampling of milk and ice cream,
and the supervision of food premises were other duties which
received considerable attention whilst the inspection of van
dwellings, the supervisim of drainage work and the routine inspec-
tlon of various premises such as shops, factories and the like
were glven thelr customary attentlion

The public slaughterhouse, established 1n July, 1954,
functioned most satlsfactorlily during the year and I am certaln
that the provision thus made by the Corporation 1s one whlch 1s
of benefit to the town from the public health polnt of view

..-Tg- .









Cinemas and Public halls A o A

Diseases of Animals Act i ‘ika 478
Interviews with owners and builders o 733
Keeping of anlmals e e P 41
Miscellanegus visits F Al P 1281
Pet Animals Act visits L ied 8
Rag Flock Act visits i e e 2

Total visits and Inspectlions made. .. 9295

NOTICES SERVED AND COMPLIED WITH, 1955.

s
Ou t- Complied Out-
Type of Notice. standing Served with standing
il 12 54 1955 1855 a1 .12 EE

Public Health Act-prelim 45 194 211 28
Public Health Act-Statucory a8 53 61 30
Housing Act- Prelim e 12 50 26 36
Housing Act-Statutory . 18 B 4 19
Factories Act-Informal : 3 16 16 b
Shops Act - Informal : T 2 4 3
Food and Drugs Azt-Informal 16 18 16 18
Prevention of Damage by
 Pests Act - Informal .. - 1 1 1
Milk apd Dairies Hggulatiunﬁ d e b

1
Canal Boats Regulations - i ¥ G
L lnformal

TOTALS i 143 T 239 142

SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS MADE, NOTICES SERVED, NOTICES
COMPLIED WITH, DEFECTS REMEDIED AND PREMISES IMPROVED

1955

Public Food Factories Misc.

Health and] and Acts
Housing |Drugs| . and Totals

Acrts A-t ll'_ai,'_
Iaspections made : 4202 1960 148 27487 9295
Notices served o 302 18 16 1 4388
Hotices complied with 302 16 16 1 339
Defects remedied 4 640 101 19 [ 779
Premises improved : a0z 46 16 2 850










Defective water closets “fpf 3 e 14
Defective house roofs s AL et 8
Choked and defective drains ... F sy g 40
Offensive smells ... S A .k i8
Burst water plpes ... R ipe g i
Inadequate water supply & 'vi . i 1
Defective dustbins ... ey s o 3
Dumping of refuse .._. & - T 1
Flooding of cellars e e 4
Defective gutters and ralnwater plpes... abvia 5
quective ranges and fireplaces E oiae 2
Verminous or dirty premises ... L o i
Dampness a W vis e &
Smoke and Chimney muaances iy 13
Mulsances from animals o 5h el - 2
Overcrowding s i e i
Choked ditch : Y - n 1
Dangerous structures - i o 2
Dust nuisances & i e ok -, 1
General defects e lay e e 19
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DRAINAGE AND WATER CLOSETS.

During the perlod under revliew, 27 choked dralins were dealt
with by the Department and, at a further 21 premlises, drains
were re-constructed or repalired under our supervision - this
work including the provision of two new inspection chambers. In
addition, several choked sewers were found and, in each case,
these recelved prompt attention after belng referred to the
Borough Surveyor.

Improvements to sanitary accommodation effected comprised the
provision of 3 additional water closets; the repalr of 59 water
closet compartments; the provision of 24 new pedestal pans and
the repalr or renewal of 7 flushing cisterns.

In addition to these improvements, 1 washing basin was pro-
vided at a food premises in the area following a request by
your Inspectors

INFECTIOUS DISEASES AND DISINFECTION.

The incidence of Infectious disease was agaln low durlng 19565
and, as a consequence, the Sanitary Inspectors made only 32
vislts of enqulry 1n respect of notlflied cases. A report on
each of these cases was made to the Medical Officer of Health.
Following the occurrence of infectious disease, 27 rooms were
disinfected by the Department.

REFUSE ACCOMMODATION.

As a result of complalnts and routine inspections 54 new dust-
bins were supplied at various premlises in the Borough following
the service of notices by the Departmerf under the provislons
of Sectlion 75 of the Public Health Act, 1938



VAN DWELLINGS

221 visits of Inspectlon were made to van dwellings in the
area, 75 of these visits being pald to caravans coming into the
town for the period of the annual Michaelmas Fair.

The persons occupyling the fair vehicles comprised g4 adult
males, 93 adult females and 41 chlldren and, as In previous
¥ears, I am able to report that no serlous cases of overcrowding
were found in the course of these lnspections and that, on the
whole, the caravans were clean and well malintalned. HNo cases of
infectious disease were met with during the survey of these cara-
vans and, after their departure, Inspections of the sites occupled
by them showed that they had been left 1n a clean and tidy condition.

It 1s to be regretted that no properly constructed caravan
slte 1s yet avallable In the Borough. The proposals of the new
owner of the proposed slte at the Marshes, Southam Road, suffered
several unaveoidable delays during the year but it is hoped that
1956 will see extensive Improvements completed there and the
slte 1icenced In the meantime, the several caravans at present
on this site are belng allowed to remaln until the future of the
land 1s cliarified.

A colony of caravans was established in Grimsbury during the
vear and, as the site was unlicenced and not properly equipped
for the purpose, the Corporation - and the Town Flanning Authority

- put in hand action calculated to secure the removal of the van
dwelllngs from the unauthorised slte.

As In many other similar areas, the problem of caravans shows
no signs of diminution but every effort 1s made by your offlcers
to keep the positlion under control and to ensure, as far as is
possible, the preventlion of nulsances from caravan sltes.

VERMINOUS PREMISES.

z0) Rooms Infested by vermin were disinfested by the Department
and 2z inspections of such premlses were made by the Sanltary
Inspectors In sach case the infested premlses were dealt with
gsatisfactorily and the decrease In the number of cases of infes-
tation by vermin. which has been notlced during recent years, was
agaln evident durlng 1985

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951.

No applications for reglstration under the provislions of the
above-mentioned Act were recelved during 1885

SHOPS ACT. 1950.

The Sanitary Inspectors are responslble for all duties under
the spomewhat compllcated provisions of the Shops Act, 1850, and,
in connection wlth these dutles, 98 shops were ilnspected with
respect to the *health and comforc® provisions of the Act and 136
inspections were recorded in relation to closing hours, the em-
ployment of young persons, and the kesepling of records. Apart
from these recorded Inspections a good deal of work has been
carrled out in connection with shops leglslation in the way of
advising shop~keepers of their manifold and somewhat dlfflicult

responsibilities under the Act.
Bf-
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As a result of the ilnspections made 1t was found necessary
t0o serve 10 informal notlces As a result of this actlon water
closets at 6 shops ware cleansed or repalred; proper notlices
were exhibited at B premises and, atv two shops, satlisfactory
records were instituted in respect of the employment of young
persons.

HOUSING

The basic and most onerous duty of your public health
pfficers continues to be housing work and the year under review
agaln saw a conaiderable amount of tilme and thought belng devoted
o gur dutles In this connection

4 total of &76 inspectlons of houses was recorded - 198
houses being dealt with under the Public Health Act. 1938, and
780 premlises were inspected and recorded under the provisions
of the Housing (Consolldated) Regulations. The large increase
In the number of houses inspected under the latter regulatlons
being accounted for by {a) the completion of the speclal
survey in connection with the C aporation's proposals for a
five year programme of slum clearance work and (b) by the resump-
tion of housing repalr work and the reconditioning of houses.

AS a result of the inspections made, it was found necessary
to serve 244 Informal notices and 58 statutory notices and, during
the year. E37 informal notices and 85 statutory notices were
complied with. The number of dwelllng houses repalred was, there-
fore, 302 and, in 3 instances, 1t was necessary for the Corporation
to carry out work In default of the owners under the provisions
of Sections %9, 45 and 75 of the Public Health Act, 19368, res-
pectively.

The report of the Medical Officer of Health and myself in
regpect of the proposed =lum clearance DProgramme was approved
by the Council in June, 19565 and the proposals were submitted
to the Hinistry of Housing and Local Government during the same
month. These proposals envlsage the Tnclusion of 444 houses In areas
together with the representation of 31 individual unfit houses
during the same period At the request of the Minlstry, the
first year's programme was complled in Qctober - this section of
the scheme contalning proposals Ior dealing with 101 houses
during the first year

No clearance or compulsory purchase areas had been declared
at the close of the year but it is hoped to commence active work
under the programme during 18956,

Nine appli-~ations for certiflcates of disrepalr under the
provisions of the Houslng Repalrs and. Rents Act, 1954, were re-
celved during the period covered by this report and four
certificates were revoked following the completion of the
lecessary repalrs by the owners concerned.

FACTORIES AND BAKEHOUSES

The usual routine inspections of the factorles and bake-
houses in the Borough were carrlied out and 180 visits of inspec-
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tion were made to such premises. As a result of these lnspectlions
and followlng requests from the Department, 21 premlses were
improved and 38 defects or contraventions remedied -detalls of
this work beilng recorded on page 24 of this report.

CANAL BOATS.

Four canal boats were Inspected during the year and no
contraventions were found on any of the boats wvisited. No
cases of infectious dlsease were met with on any of these boats
and, once again., I am able to report on the satisfactory state
of cleanliness in which these boats are now usually kept.

Following the sale and re-naming of a locally reglstered
canal boat, the bpat was re-registered by the Corporation during
the year.

"~ RATS AND MICE DESTRUCTION.

The usual attention was given to the work of rodent control
in the Borough and, as in former years; the Corporation con-
tinued thelr policy of giving a free service with respect to
private dwellings and of making a charge for rodent destruction
work carried out at business premlses.

The following table shows the work done durlng the year
and, 1n the case of surface infestatlons, canparative flgures
for the four previous years are given

{a) Surface Infestations.
1955 1954 1963 1652 1961

No. of complaints received a6 6 ig1 1i7 a7 81 124
No. of premlses inspected i 887 2214 2171 2061 1940
No. of revisits made... e 1088 1118 Bés 539 710
No. of premlses cleared g 3295 435 435 428 432
Amount of balt lald {lbs). asin 876 587 T0E 8&58 B2
‘Actual rat bodles found R, 878 783 7o 8a7 701

(b) Sewer Infestations.

During September. 1665 and March, 1966 the Corporatlions
Sewers ware again dealt' with on the 1ines suggested by the
Ministry. The first treatment, carried out in September, con-
sisted of a test-balting of those parts of the sewers which had
previously showed signs-of Infestation and, out of 34 sewer
manholes balted, 8 showed sligns of rats. Immedlately after this
test balting, a further 83 manholes were balted in various parts
of the town and 21 "takes" were recorded. In March, the portions
of the sewers showlng infestatlon durinz the September treat-
ment were agaln dealt wlth together wicth those portlons of the
sewers which had shown signs of infestation on previous occasions
and, out of 41 manholes balted, 18 showed the presence of rats.

The results of the year's working shows that satisfactory
attention has been given to this part of our work and it would
seem that, on the whole, there 1s a gradual decrease in the
number of premises showlng signs of infestation by rats and mice.

..Ea._.
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SMOKE ABATEMENT.

This topl¢ 1s one which recelved a conslderable amount of
national publicity during the period covered by thls report and,
at the time of writing this paragraph, a new "Zlean Alr B11l1vw
i1s being consideredby the Standing Committee of the House of
Commons. The Bill is likely to receive much amendment before
it becomes an Act and further comment on 1ts proposals is of
little use at the moment.

Locally, the matter recelved attentlon from your offlcers
and 22 formal observations of factory chimneys were recorded
On six occasions, excessive black smoke was noted from three
premises and, following advisory visits to the factorles con-
cerned, I am able to record that subsequent observatlons did
not reveal any necesslty for further actlon by the Corporatlon.

Apart from these formal observations, the District Sanitary
Inspectors kept a watchful eye on the chimneys in their respec-
tive areas and, during the year, they pald 23 advisory visits
to factorles for the purpose of Interviewing stokers and
engineers when short tursts of black smoke were noticed.

Three complalints regarding smoke nuisances were recelved
and enquires into these complaints showed that, in the case of
a2 large dalry. the trouble was due to a breakdown of the
mechanical stoker and that, at the other two premlises, unsuitable
fuel and unskilled stoking appeared to be the cause of excessive
smoke

In general, 1t can be salid that the smoke problem In this
area is not a very serlous one tut, with the increasing indus-
triallsation of the Borough, it 1s one which needs the constant
vigilance of your officers.

MEAT AMD FOOD INSPECTION.

{a} Meat Inspection.

As 1n previous years. all animals slaughtered for human food
in the Borough were inspected prior to sale and the following
table shows the number of animals killed and inspected together
with the carcases, parts of carcases and organs which were re-
Jected as being unfit: -

Cattle Sheep Pigs Calves Total

i. Blaughtered and Inspected: as2 4179 3908 81 9100
2. Whole Carcases Condemned -
{a) Tuberculosis S 2 “ 1 - 3
(b} Other Diseases 2 17 1 1 21
3. Parts of Carcases and Organs
Condemned;
{a) Tuberculosis . 82 - 92 - 154
(b) Other Diseases - 227 208 472 2 Q07
{c) Cystlcercosls 0 Wil i8 = = = iB

The total weight of meat and offal rejected was approximately
5+ tons - a figure which 1s considerably less than that recorded
during previous years
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{(by Other Foeds.

In addition to the unsound meat detailed above a considerable
amount of tinned foods and other unsound foodstuffs were dealt
with - 112 visits of inspection belng recorded for this purpose.
Full detalls of all unsound meat and food are contained in the
report of the Medical Offlcer of Health attached hereto.

{c} Public Slaughterhouse,

The Public Slaughterhouse, which has been 1n operation
since the ist July. 1854, functioned most satlisfactorily during
the year under review and, once agaln, I can sincerely commend
the manager and the slaughtermen for the effliclent manner in
which they have performed thelr duclies and for the high quality
of the dressed carcases they have produced.

The number of animals slaughtered amounted to 9, 100 - com-
prising 952 cattle; 4179 sheep: 3908 pigs and 8i calves - and
the fees recelved for slaughtering charges, lalrage fees and
refrigeration charges amounted to E3E286. 8s5. 8d.

During the early part of the year the number of animals dealt
with fell somewhat an account of Foot and Mouth Disease restrictions
and the high price of stock in the Markets but the second half
of the year showed a definite increase in the number of animals
slaughtered as compared with 1954. Thls lncrease has continued
into the present year (1858, and has shown that the premises
are beling increasingly used by butchers in the Borough and 1n
the ad]olning rural areas.

There 15 no doubt that, from a public health polnt of view,
the public slaughterhouse 1s an asset to the town and has en-
abled your officers to maintain an efficlent meat inspection
service in the area. Apart from this, I am satisflied that the
provision which has been made has been greatly appreclated by
the butchers in Banbury and the surrounding area.

{d)} Blanghtermens’ Licences.

Durlng the year the licences of 13 slaughtermen were renewed
and two new licences were granted under the provislions of the
Slaughter of Animals (Amendment) Act, 1954.

MILK CONTROL.

The usual attentilon was glven to the supervision of millk
distribution in the Borough and, as 1ln previous years, the
regular routine inspection of dairlies was carried out by your
Officers together with the taking of mllk samples for examlna-
tion for keeping quality,cleanllness, and efficlent pasteurisation.

The figures given in the table below show the results of
the samples of Pasteurised and Tuberculin Tested (Pasteurised)
milk taken durlng the year together with the results of the four

previous years;-
1955 1954 1963 1952 1851

Samples taken o o 84 76 82 B8 56
Sample=s satisfactory - a2z 72 78 84 65
Samples not satlisfactory 2 3 8 4 1

= B0



Two dealers' licenses under the Milk (Speclal Designatlions)
(Pasteurised and Sterlllised M11k, Regulations, 1949/54 were
1ssued durlng the year and five dealers' llcenses were granted
under the provisions of the Milk(Speclal Designations) (Raw
Milk) Regulatios, 1549/54

The dalrles were malntained iIn a satlsfactory condition
by thelr owners during the year and on only £ cccaslons was
it necessary for informal action to be taken in respect of
contraventions of the Regulatlons.

FOOD PREMISES.

A conslderable amount of attentlion was again pald to the
food premlises in the Borough and, as will be seen from the
figures given below, further progress was agaln made in ralsing
the standard of food premises and of food hyglene In the area.
The efforts of the Corporation in this direction, which have
now continued for some years, are becomlng lncreasingly apparent
in the noticeably higher standard of premises and methods of
handling food 1n the area and I would again pay tribute to the
food traders for their co-operatla in this regard.

The premises at which Improvements were effected durlng
1855 comprised: -

Grocers Shops o 1t 2 Flshmongers & (reengrocers 1
Butchers Shops ... e 2 Fried Fish shops ... i
Bakehouses ;i v b General Food Premises 4
Public Houses ek v & i1
Cafes and Restaurants 8

The various improvements carried oput at the 34 premlses
concerned are summarised in the following list:-

Premlses
Rooms cleansed and re-decorated at .. 26
Structural repalrs and improvements at ... i4
Refuse storage facllitlies improved at e 3
Food storage facllities improved at e 4
Constant hot water supplies provided at 1
New washing baslns provided at . e i
Floors cleansed at P Fag s 2
Equipment cleansed e e w'h s o e 8
Soap and clean towels provided at ... o B
Sanitary convenlences improved at .. i 10

Durilng the year under review a total of 1,980 visits of
Inspection were made under the provisions of the Food and Drugs
Act and the Food Byelaws and, In the same perlod, 18 Informal
notices were served requesting improvements and i8 notices wers
complied with. This resulted in the remedying of 101 defects
or contraventlons and the consequent improvement of 34 food
premises

PUBLIC HOUSES.

The survey of public houses in respect of the condition
and sufficlency of sanltary convenlences and the facllitles

- -



for the proper cleansing of glasses after use has been continued
and further progress was achleved in the carrying out of these
desirable Iimprovements. Up to the end of the y¥ear sinks had
been provided in, or in close proximity to, the bars .at 25
premises; constant supplies of hot and cold water had been laid
on to bar sinks at 33 premises; beer cellars had been cleansed
and redecorated at 23 premlses and at 40 premises the sanltary
convenlences had been brought up to a more satisfactory standard.
In all, therefore, 52 premlses have now been improved 1n some
of the respects mentioned and, In addition., work is at present
in progress or on order at several other llicensed premises 1n
the area.

ICE CREAM.

In view of the tendency for ice cream to be supplied by a
comparatively small number of large manufacturers, the number
Oof 1ce cream samples taken for examlination was agalin reduced
ags compared with recent years 42 samples were taken from
retallers and producers in the area and, of these, 37 samples
were satlsfactory and 5 samples failed to reach the accepted
standard.

&7 of the samples taken were produced outslde the Borough
and 5 were manufactured locally.

The gradings of the samples taken were as follows:-
Grade i. Grade 2. Grade 3. Orade 4. Total.

Locally produced lce cream = 2 1 (0] 5
Ice cream made outside Banbury 30 3 2 2 37
32 5 3 2 42

——— ——— o — ——— _—

The ¥ear's results show that 88% of the samples were satis-
factory and, as these results are better than those obtalned in
the previous year, they can be considered to be satisfactory.

As 123 happening in most areas, there has been a great
increase in the number of 1ce cream retallers in the Borough since
the war and, last ¥year, § further premlses were reglstered for
the sale of the commodity






(3} Foot and Mouth Disease

No cases of thls dlzease ocecurred elther in Banbury or
the ilmmedlate nelghbourhood

(4) Regulations of Movement of Swine Order 1954

The numbsr of llcences 1ssued authorising the movement
of swine from the cattle market to private premises was 2, B85,
Involving the movement of 28,573 animals These [igures show an
increase on those for 1984 and 1llustrate the constant growth of
the market.

8 contraventions of the Order weré reported to the appropr-
opriate Committee of the Corporation and, as 7 of these cases were
first offences the persons responzible were cautlioned by the Town
Clerk In the other case, legal proceedings were Instituted and
fines and costs totalllng £i1 25 were Imposed. In addlticn to
these cases, 14 cautlons were admin!stered by the Inspectors 1in
respect of minor contraventions of the Order.

(3) Importation of Animals

B30 licences were recelved during the year authorising the
movement of 31,814 Irish Cattle from the port of landing to the
local market and these cattle were re-licenced to private premises
- this Involving the 1ssue of 1,655 licences.

The market was licenced during the year for the Holding of
fortnightly sales of Irish Cattle on Fridays and these markets
have now become a speclal feature of the work of your officers
and have, as the figures given indicate, imposed a pretty heavy
burden on the staff.

2 cautions were lssued by the Town Clerk in respect of off-
ences in connection with the movement of Irish Cattle andl cautlion
was issued by your Inspectors in respect of a minor cmtravention
of the Order.

{6) Sheep Dipping

The number of sheep dipped 1n the Borough during 1965was 813
and, 1n each case, a single type dip was issued. New regilatlions
under the Sheep Scab Order of 1938 and the Sheep Scab (Amendment)
Order of 1948, were confirmed by the Minister of Agrliculture and
Fisheries in February, 1965, and these Regulations accord with
similar Regulations which are in operation In the rest of the
county
{(7) Transit of Animals - Cleansing and Disinfection of Vehicles

During the year a total of 6,758 vehicles used for the con-
veyance of animals were cleansed and disinfected at the Corpora-
Lions cleansing station at the cattle markst  This figure glves
a weekly average of 128 vehlcles - a [lgure rather lower than that
for 1954. The 1ncome recelved Dy the Corporation for thls work
was E508. 173 0d.., a decrease of 881 14s. 8d. as compared with
the previous year

A8 In previous years, strict supervisim over the cleansing
and disinfection of vehicles was maintalned and the Increased
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