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To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Banbury.

Mgr. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—

I beg to submit the Annual Report on the Health Services of the
Borough during 1943,

The report is prepared in accordance with Circular 10/44 of the
Ministry of Health issued on 15th February, 1944,

The Vital Statistics for the Borough show little change from 1942,
The Death Rate and Infant Mortality have inereased slightly.

There was a considerable inerease in the number of cases of Scarlet
Fever, attributable to some extent to overcrowding in the schools and
in many of the homes. The number of eases of Diphtheria was very
much lower than in 1942 ; over 90 per cent, of the school children and
65 per cent, of the children under school age have been immunised.

There has been a slight decrease in the number of cases of Scabies
treated, the decrease being most marked among the school children
who are under constant supervision by the Health Visitors.

In conclusion, I should like to thank the Sanitary Inspectors,
Health Visitors and Office Stafl for their valuable eo-operation during
the vear.

I am,
Your obedient servant,

A. J. CAMPREELL,

Medical Officer of Health.

31st July, 1944,
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STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.
Extracts from Vital Statistics of the Year.

Live Births. Males. Females. Total.
Legitimate ... ... 180 171 351
Illegitimate ... 1] [ 20

Totals cen 200 177 B kel
Birtn Rate per 1,000 of the Estimated
Population dai . i3 I 16.83
(England and Wales—16.5).

Stillbirths, Males. Females, Total.
Legitimate ... o vl D a4 .
Illegitimate ... wrx ] 0 1

Totals 0 3 0
Rare pER 1,000 (Live and Still) Birrus ... 23.32

Deaths Males. Females. Total.
Deaths ... B4 112 196
DEarH RaTE per 1,000 of the Estimated

Population - = < R 10.69
(England and Wales—12.1).

Death Rate of Infants under One Year of Age. Number, Rate.

All Infants per 1,000 Live Births ... s 15 397D

Legitimate Infants per 1,000 Legitimate Live Births 14  39.89
Iegitimate Infants per 1,000 Hlegitimate Live Births 1 3842
(England and Wales—a49).

Apge at Which Death Oceurred. Males. Females. Total,

Under 1 year i B T 15

1 and under 2 vears ciws o) 1 1

2 amd under 5 years A | 1 2

5 and under 15 years ... S Ll 2

5 and under 25 years ... s il 4 5
25 and under 45 yvears ... e O 12 15
45 and under 65 years ... e 28 19 42

63 and upwards, ineluding
ML F. Total.

65 and under 70 years... 15 12 27
70 and under 75 years... 9 13 22
75 and under 80 years... 13 20 33
B0 and under 85 years... 6 11 17
85 and under 90 years... 2 1) 11
90 and under 95 years... 0 2 2
05 and under 100 years.. 1 1 2 i s 114

o0
—
o
==
£

Totals o A e Gk 196



Causes of Death during 1943, Males. Females. Total,

4. Whooping Cough 0 1 1
6. Tuberculosis of respiratory sy Hl’.l:Hi iy b 1 10
8. Syphilitic diseases ... S 1 3
9. Influenza SR 3 +
10. Mealses ' 1 0 1
13. Cancer of Mouth and m-s-.npllgl;,us-{m.tl{- .lml
uterus (female) ... ; Gt R 3 i
14. Cancer of stomach and dunrlﬂmm 3 ¥ a
15. Cancer of breast AL 4 4
16. Cancer of all other sites Sk H 13
18, Intra-eranial vascular lesions L] 20 20
19. Heart disease e 18 30 48
20, Other diseases of ¢ nmlnt-m ahtun P | 1 1
21. Bronchitis it 3 11
22, Pneumonia 3 i} 11
23. Other respiratory {]I*-Il‘“d'-i{"‘-i 1 1 2
24, Uleer of stomach or duodenum 1 ] 1
25. Diarrhoea (under 2 yvears) ... Rl | 1 1
27. Other digestive diseases S g 5 ]
28, "ﬂephrltm o 2 - a
30, Other maternal causes P T | 2 o
#1. Premature birth e g + i
32. Congenital malformation, birth, injury, &e. 2 1 3
33, Suicide e L) 1 1
35, Other violent causes ... P 2 5
46, All other causes e L) 4 13
Totals =i 112 196
Dieaths from Cancer .. 20
Deaths from Mealses (all age n} 1
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all :lg(‘ﬁ_l 1
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 vears) 1
Causes of Death under One Year of Age. Males. Females. Total.
Premature hirth ... - 4 T
Congenital malformation, hnrth nuurv r'tr.- SRa 1 3
Asphyxia due to suffocation e e | 0 1
Gastro-enteritis ... Al 1 1
Nephritis ... - - wax PECK 0 1
Hemorrhagrice {Ila-cd*s(, of nuuhuru 1] 1 1
Infantile convulsions, Debility ... 2h el Tl 0 1
Totals - Wy i P - T 15
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MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

Number of Births notified—365.
(a) Live Births 359. (b) Stillbirths 6.
There are three Health Visitors.

Number of Visits—
(1) To Expectant Mothers, first visits—350. Total 101.
(2) To Children under 1 year, first visits—326. Total 1,391
(3) To children between 1 and 5 vears—1,681.
Number of Children attending Child Welfare Clinie for first time—
(1) Under 1 year—377.
(2) Between 1 and 5 years—136.
Total number of Children attending Child Welfare Clinie at end of year—
(1) Under 1 vear—226.
(2) Over 1 vear—287 (including 13 FEvacuees).

Day Nurseries.

There are three War-Time Nurseries now functioning in the
Borough—one at Horton View, one in the People’s Park and one in
Middleton Road., The People’s Park and Middleton Road Nurseries
each accommaodate 40 ehildren, while at the Horton View Nursery the
accommodation is for 30. Medical Inspections are ecarried out at
frequent intervals, Practically all the children are immunised for
Diphtheria either before or shortly after admission.

Up to the present on account of the shortage of Dentists in the
Borough it has not been possible to arrange for a Dental Service for
the Day Nurseries.

Ante-Natal Clinic.
This work is carried out by Dr. Mary Fraser, Oxford.

MNew U858 .ccvvvrnsrsnss g R 198
Subsequent Attendances...... G648

Total  B46

This makes an average of 17 patients per clinic and the average
number of attendances 4.2 per patient.

The number of post-natal cases attending is still very small, only
12 having attended in 194:3.

Fifty per cent. of the cases attending are confined at the Warwick
Road Hospital.



Maternity Hospital.
The Couneil has now acquired The Elms, Oxford Road, Banbury,
for a Maternity Hospital. It is intended to provide 12 beds there.
Arrangements have a2lso been made with the Public Assistance
Committee for the Council to accept responsibility for Borough
Maternity cases at Warwick Road Public Assistance Institution.

Maternal Deaths.

Two maternal deaths occurred during the year, both from ecauses
other than puerperal infection. This gives rather a high maternal
death rate,

Total Maternal Death Hate......... 3.1

England and Wales......coovevvaeins 325
Puerperal Infection ...Nil  England and Wales... .73
(ther Canses  .........5.1 LEngland and Wales,..1.55

Home Helps.

It is dillicult to obtain a suitable supply of home helps in the
Borough, but Cireular 2729 of the Ministry of Health on this subject
has been considered by the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee

and efforts are being made to obtain women suitable for this work.

Supervision of Midwives.
This is carried out by the Oxfordshire County Council, which is
the local supervising authority under the Midwives Ael, 1902-1936.

Dental Treatment for Expectant Mothers,

On account of the shortage of dentists in the Borough, it has been
so far diflicult to arrange this, but a scheme has been prepared and is
being considered by the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee.

Orthopaedic Clinic,

The Surgeon’s visits at the Orthopaedic Clinic at the Horton
General Hospital have now been resumed under Mr, J. Tructa, of the
Wingfield Morris Orthopaedic Hospital, Oxford.

Pediculosis.

With reference to Circular 2831 of the Ministry of Health on
this subject, the same facilities are available for children under 5 as
in the ease of school children, The Health Visitors inelude the examin-
ation of children’s heads as part of their duties both in the homes and
at the Clinic. Suitable combs and supplies of lethane are available
at the Clinic.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.
Water Supply.

The water is taken from the River Cherwell and Sor Brook, and
during the vear 1943 the supply was constant and sufficient. It is
treated by sand and mechanical filters and as an additional safeguard
is chlorinated.

Six samples of the water were taken during the year for chemieal
analysis and bacteriological examination, and the reports of the Publie
Analyst showed that the waler was, in each ease, safe for use as a
publie supply.

Apart from one or two isolated houses on the outskirts of the
Borough all the houses are connected to the mains,

The total hardness varies from 15 to 20 degrees; there is no
fquestion of plumbo-solvency.

The supply to the town has been constant during the year.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) notified during the
Year 1943

(Civilians only).

Admitted to
Total |————— Total
Disease. Cases Isolation | Other | Deaths
Notified | Hospital |[Hospitals
Scarlet Fever ............ 65 59 — —
Diphtheria .....cccoinnnvines 14 13 —_ -
Prneumonia  ....cc.eeeeness 8 2 1 11
Measles ..occcovnrnnrrrne s 372 - — —
Whooping Cough ......... +9 — — 1
Cerebro-spinal meningitis 1 — 1 -—
Puerperal Pyrexia 2 — 1 —
DYSeDbeLY crvesnseassosnnes 8 1 — —
Totals ..cccivusnisusiansans 519 78 3 12
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AGE INCIDENCE OF NOTIFIED CASES.

Ape over 1| -2 3| 4| 5|10 15| 20| 35 | 45 | 65
TrHeease —_— —— I S — S _— et
and under] 1 2 3 4 S| 10|15 20 ] 35 | 45 | 65
Scarlet Fever...| — | — 1 6|10 | 40| 4 1 2 1| — | —
Diphtheria......] 1| —|—|—|—]| & 1 | 1 L — | —
Pneumonia ...] 1| 1] — |- — | —] - —_ | =] — 2| 4
Measgles ........| 18 | 24 | 41 | 52 | 46 [170 | 10 2 fi 3| — | =

Whooping '

Cough .........| 8| 6| & 7| B]|13] - - 1 el
{*erebro-spinal

meningitis ...[ - 1 —_ | - - —
Puerperal .

Pyrexia ...... || el ) | lhe 1| 1
Dysentery ...... — | — |- - 6] 2|- — | - - -

Totals......| 28 | 32 | 47 |65 | 64 |238 | 17| 4| 10| 7| 8| 4

Scarlet Fever.

The incidence of Scarlet Fever in 1943 has been the highest for
several years. Sixty-five cases oceurred of which 59 were treated at
the Banbury Isolation Hospital and 6 were isolated at home. Forty-
three oceurred in school children., 17 under school age, and 5 over
school age. All the infant departments of the elementary schools
in the Borough were closed for Searlet Fever towards the end of October.

Diphtheria.

Fourteen cases occeurred, of which 183 were admitted to hospital,
while in one case (a voung woman) was isolated at home. Ten ecases
occurred in school children, 7 under school age and 4 over school age.
Two mild cases occurred in immunised school children.  Four diphtheria
carriers were discovered and isolated in hospital.

Diphtheria Immunisation.

During 1943, 272 additional children under five and 355 additional
school children were immunised. It is estimated that 909, of the
school children and 65%, of the children under five have now been
immunised.

Measles.

There were 372 cases, 180 in school children, 186 under school age
and 11 in adults. Three cases who developed broncho-pneumonia
required admission to hospital. There was one death. St. Mary’s,
Dashwood Road and Grimsbury Council Infants Departments were
closed on account of measles,
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Whooping Cough.

Forty-nine cases occurred with one death.  Thirty-four were under
five, 13 of school age and two adults,

Dysentery.

Eight cases occurred.  Seven eases of Dysentery due to B, Sonne
oceurred at Eton House School ; one other ease in a child of five was
due to B. Flexner, and was removed to hospital.

Cerebro-spinal Fever.

One case of Cerebro-spinal Fever occurred in a child aged two,
who was treated at Oxford City Isolation Hospital.

School Closures.

For Measles—5t. Mary's C. of E. Infants, Dashwood Road Infants,
Grimsbury Council Infants. Searlet fever—All Infant Departments.

Isolation Hospital.
The following are the numbers of cases dealt with during the vear :

Banbu Ty EHIIIJIIT‘_‘.‘ Other

Disease. Borough. | R.ID.C. Areas. | Total.
Searlet Fever ......c........ a9 14 3 T8
Diphtheria ..... e 13 2 1 16
Diphtheria Carriers ...... + - -— +
Meagles: iaoicsiciigama 3 — o 12
PIeumonia ...cccoivniiannnns 2 . : 2
Dysentery ........ o 1 S 4
Enteritis ..occoivineenianinnns 1 —- 3 G
CHICKENPOX - eevennneas 4 s + 7
Pemphifus ..ooovveeninnsnsas 1 — -— 1
WIS ress e e wi o T 1 + 5
CNAIEEY aiian s smanabsbhbibns 1 - 2 3
INarrhoes ........ccniuees 4 — - 4
Streptococeeal  infections — 1 1 2
Tonsillitis  .civevviveiress - — 10 10
INflenza. .coceeviieoniiasnns - 1 1
Gingivitis ......covivinnns - - 1 1
Vineent’s Angina ......... —_ e 1 1

Totals ..cooeeenannnes 0 19 45 157

One death oceurred from diphtheria in the hospital during the
vear ; a child of 11 months from another district who died 48 hours
after admission.

Included in the above figures are the following patients which
were removed to the Isolation Hospital, Oxford, for treatment :—

Scarlet Fever ... 3 Pneumonia ... 2
Diphtheria S | Dysentery... ... 1
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Scabies.

The treatment of scabies was continued at the Clinic during the
yvear 1943. The following table gives particulars of the number of
patients treated and the number of treatments given :—

Borough. Evacuees. Total.
Number of Patients receiving treatment

at 1st January, 1943 - 15 = 20
Number of Patients admitted durmg 1043 :—

New Patients T 19 115

Re-infected Patients 25 4 29
Discharges during the year 1943 :

Cured e 114 22 156

Ceased attending, Il:ft ttmn ete.. 13 2 15

Transferred to Hospitals, ete. ... 1 0 1
Number of Patients receiving treatment

at 31st December, 1943 ... 11 1 12
Number of treatments given ... eee B0 300 AR
Analysis of Patients, 19438 :(—

Under School Age ... 16 : 19

School Age .. 86 16 102

Over School Ag& q'll]l['llldl[lg ‘uluilh] a7 [ 43

Number of Patients in respect of which

bedding was disinfeeted by steam 21 26

T
=1

Laboratory Work.

All public health laboratory work with the exception of water
examinations is earried out by the Emergeney Publie Health Labora-
tory, South Parks Road, Oxford. Water examinations {chemical and
bacteriological) are ecarried out by Messrs, Bostock Hill and Rigby, of
Birmingham.

The following work was carried out by the Emergency Public
Health Laboratory during the year.

SWABS ........c.ccon....  Number examined 397
Positive for Diphtheria ... 16
Positive for Haemolytie HLrerlttmilm . 128
Positive for Vincent's Angina ... 16

FAECES ....overveveee.  MNumber examined : T2
Positive for Flexner Huﬂllm 2
Positive for Sonne Bacillus 11
Negative ... e 50

OrneER Pus s axia asa

EXAMINATIONS Sputum ... . 104
Pleural Fluid ... i
Cerebro-spinal Fluid
Urine Fayd 13

Widal React.mns 5
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR SANITARY INSPECTOR
for the Year 1943

Inspection of Meat and Other Foods.
(a) Meat Inspection.
During the wvear 1943 the ecarcases, parts of ecarcases and offfal

detailed in the following table, were certified as unfit for human
consumption ;-

Cattle | Sheep. Pigs. | Calves.

———— — - —— - —

Total number of animals
slaughtered ........ sesnassnrs| 18582 12336 550 2672
Careases condemned :—
Tuberculosis ..ocvveeevnes 67 — 1 -
Other Canuses ..ooovveinns 30 2 a ]

e - —= —

Yarts of Carcases, Organs and
Offal condemmned :

Forequarters .....coee - -

D e s 154 34 4

Heads and Tongues .. 25 1 2 1
INPE . ..oveeivrcnnnnssn 12 | -
T 3 - — |
T R 1 1 N |

Fat (in lbs.) ............ a3 - |

] T R e S 1 —- | =
RCIE  ii e svaiiininais 1 — 2
|5 TT 1T T2 o SR 1 —_— — ~
Meat (im 18.) ............ 420 108 - —

An analysis of the numbers of cattle slaughtered and those whien
were condemned as unfit for human consumption is given below :—

Number Number Per-

Slaughtered. Condemmned. centage,
L2OWRE: iiacsinmaniaassnsiunis G54 b 12.7
Steers and Heifers ......1107 8 0.7

Blll]g C ) “1 2 2;2


















