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To His Worship the Mayor, Aldermen and Councillors of the
Borough of Banbury.

Mg. MAYOR AND GENTLEMEN,—

I beg to submit the Annual Report on the Health Services of the
Borough during 1941.

In accordance with the requirements of Circular 2314 issued by
the Ministry of Health on March 26th, 1941, and Circular 2067 of
July, 1940, the report is confined to essential and urgent matters which
have affected public health during the year, especially outbreaks of
infectious disease.

The incidence of notifiable diseases is lower than in 1940 : there
have been no serious outbreaks of disease resulting from war conditions
or otherwise. Nearly 75 per cent. of the school children have now been
immunised for Diphtheria ; although the figure for children under 5,
just over 30 per cent. is less satisfactory, the numbers are gradually
improving,

The Infant Mortality Rate 29 per 1,000 may be considered very
satisfactory in a town which is to a large extent industrial,

The number of deaths from Pulmonary Tuberculosis has, however,
increased, the figure being the highest since 1932.

The number of cases of Scabies shows a slight increase over 19440,
I am,

Your obedient Servant,

A. J. CAMPBELL,
Medical Officer of Health.,

15th October, 1942.












¥

Death Rate of Infants Under One Year of Age.

Number. Rate.

All Infants per 1,000 live births wie 10 20.07
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 legitimate live l.urtlw 0 27.44
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate live births 1 62.50

Ages at which Death Occurred.

Under 1 year
1 and under 2 years
2 and under 5 vears

5 and under 15 vears ...
15 and under 25 vears ...
25 and under 45 years ...
45 and under 65 years ...

e

65 and upwards, including :—

65 and under 70 vears
70 and under 75 years
75 and under 80 vears
80 and under 85 years
85 and under 90 years
80 years and upwards

Totals

M.

12
17
14
(l
2
&

F.
11
16
15
13

9

Males. Females. Total.

B 2 5 10

H 2 4

— 4 +

—_ 1 1

3 5 8

10 H 19

o 23 24 47

Total.

23
33
20
20
11

H ] avT (it 125

e o7 121 218

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE
' BOROUGH.

Staff of the Public Health Department.
Medical Officer of Health

A. J. Campbell, B.Se., M.D.,
D.P.H.

Senior Sanitary Inspector and F. G. Cobbett, M.R.San.I.,
Certified Inspector of Meat M.5.LA.
and Other Foods.

Additional Sanitary Inspector...

Clerk

Health Visitors ...

Clerk (Clinic)
Disinfector

R. Upton, A.R.San.I.
K. Thomas,

Miss Whiteway,
Miss Arbon,

Miss Irwin.

Miss Clifton.

W. J. E. Haynes.






The number of attendances per patient work out at 4.1.
The average number of patients attending each clinic for 1941 is 14.6

Of the 167 new cases seen for the first time this year
35 are known to have hid normal deliveries,
87 are either still due or have been delivered in an institution or
have gone away,
2 had still births, 1 premature
1 in Warwick Road, after long labour,
5 came to know if they were pregnant,
8 were post natal cases.

Among those cases whose condition was not quite normal, some
have been delivered at home, and others have been sent away by their
own doctors.

These include :—1 case asthma, 1 case inertia, 1 ease breech, 4 eases
sent for X-ray, 1 ease suspected difficulty (normal delivery).

While attending the clinic all cases detected as showing any
abnormality have been referred to their own doctors. Abnormal pre-
sentations have been corrected where possible.

Maternity Hospital.

The question of the provision of a Maternity Hospital in Banbury
is becoming an increasingly urgent problem. At present the only
Maternity Beds in the Borough are 6 beds at the Public Assistance
Institution, Warwick Road ; there were formerly two nursing homes in
the Borough taking Maternity cases, but these have now closed down,
There is so much over-crowding in the Borough that it is difficult for
normal confinements to take place at home. Complicated cases are
dealt with either in the Maternity Department at the Radeliffe Infirmary,
Oxford, or at the Horton General Hospital, although there is no Mater-
.. nity Deparrment at the latter hospital,

The most satisfactory solution of the problem would be the pro-
vision of a Maternity Department at the Horton General Hospital, and
this eould be available for cases from the surrounding distriet, i.e. from
the County Councils of Oxfordshire, Warwickshire and Northampton-
shire as well as for the Borough of Banbury. This is unlikely however to
take place during the War.

Orthopaedic Clinic.
The Clinie is held on Thursdays at 1 p.m. at the Horton General

Heospital. The Surgeon, Mr. J. C. Scott, F.R.C.5. Eng., attends on the
first Thursday of each month.

Number of children under 5 attending ... 22
Number of attendances a2
Number of children 5—14 attending ... 26
Number of attendances ... . 92

Of these cases 20 were Evacuees wh o had 83 atténdances.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The water is taken from the River Cherwell an d Sor Brook, and
during the year under review the supply was constant and sufficient.
It is treated by sand and mechanieal filters and as an additional safe-

guard is chlorinated.

Eight samples of water were taken for chemical analysis and
bacteriological examination, and the reports of the Public Analyst
shewed that the water was, in each case, safe for use as a public supply.

PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER, INFECTIOUS AND
OTHER DISEASES.

Notifiable Diseases (other than Tuberculosis) notified during the

Year 1941.

(Civilians only).

Admitted to
Total Total
Disease. Cases Isolation | Other | Deaths
Notified | Hospital |Hospitals

Typhoid Fever ............ 1 _ 1 1
Scarlet Fever ............... 17 15 — —
DIiphtheria ......covcennmnnse 4 4 —_ —
Meanles, ..oeccaasooioaioil 48 Li] 1 1
Whooping Cough............ 98 11 - 1
Erysipelas.....ccocccvennncnnes 1 1 —_ —_
Pneumonia ...c.ccescsssesses 6 — 1 17
Cerebro-spinal fever ...... 1 — 1 1
Puerperal Pyrexia ......... 3 — F —
Ophthalmia Neonatorum 3 — 2 -

Totals ......concaiss 182 a7 8 21

The incidence of notifiable diseases during the year has been

relatively low.

Scarlet Fever.

17 cases oceurred of which 15 were removed to hospital. 10 oceurred

in children of school age, 6 in adults, and one under school age.
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Diphtheria.

4 cases occurred ; all were admitted to hospital. 2 were school
children and 2 under school age. '

Diphtheria Immunisation.
A Diphtheria Immunisation Clinic is held at the School Clinie,
Warwick Road on the first Wednesday of each month at 10.15 a.m.

The following are the numbers immunised :—

Estimated School Population e BEOO
Number immunised ... w2000
Percentage ... . mp | TR
Estimated Pﬂpulatmn under 5 eer 1500
Number immunised . 471
Percentage ... ir L - BEe

Cerebro-spinal Fever.

One case occurred in the Borough, an elderly woman who was a
patient at the Horton Hospital. The case was fatal.

Typhoid Fever.

One case occurred in an elderly woman, who was treated at the
Horton Hospital. The faeces and widal reactions of the contacts were
examined with negative results ; no source of infection was found and
no further cases occurred.

Laboratory Work.

All publm health laboratory work with the [“‘{EC].'IUI}I'I of water
examinations is ¢arried out by the Emergency Public Health Labora-
tory, South Parks Road, Oxford. Water examinations (chemical and
bacteriological) are carried out by Messrs. Bostock Hill and Rigby, of
Birmingham.

Isolation Hospital.

There 15 now a total of 31 beds in the hospital. The old block
consists of 10 beds. The new cubicle block which was opened in 1938
consists of 6 cubicle beds. In 1941 a hutted ward was added by
the Ministry of Health. This consists of 15 beds, 6 of which are in two-
bedded cubicle wards, the remaining 9 in one ward. Local authotrities
other than the Borough of Banbury and the Banbury Rural Distriert
may send patients to this ward provided accommodation is available.

The question of staffing has been a great difficulty during the year.
It has never been possible to obtain more than one nurse in addition to
the Matron, and there have been occasions when the Matron has had
to run the hospital without any nursing assistance.
























