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ANNUAL REPORT

Council Offices,
Weybridge,

Surrey.

August, 1956.

3:-__..- Chairman and Members of the Bagshot Rural District Council.
Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

honour to present my Annual Report for 1955. The
port has been prepared in accordance with the instructions of the
r of Health given in Circular 17/55.

‘population of the Rural District at mid year 1955 is estimated
Registrar-General to be 14,520, an increase of forty from the
wus year. The natural increase of population during the year
mth: excess of births over deaths was thirty-two.

(he birth-rate for the year, after correction by the Registrar-

's Comparability Factor, was 13.41 per 1,000 of the resident
tion as compared with 14.41 for 1954. The death-rate, also
d, was 9.20 per 1,000 as compared with 9.28 for 1954, The
nortality rate was low, 16.48 per 1,000 live births as compared
24.9 for England and Wales.

regard to the incidence of infectious diseases, five cases of
elitis were notified, four being associated with a children’s
2. They were mild in character, of the non-paralytic type, and

ceded to full recovery. This was an “ epidemic ™ year for
no cases being notified in the previous year. Apart from the
cases of other forms of infectious disease were of a sporadic
cases of diphtheria were notified for the seventh consecutive
~should be emphasised that cases of diphtheria are still
in other parts of the country and that a high level of
tion must, therefore, be maintained if the district is to
free from this once alarming disease.

e number of deaths due to cancer was thirty, of which just over
per cent. were due to cancer of the lung.

: I h!p number of new houses that have been constructed since
the last war in unsewered areas and the consequent demand for, and







GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Public Health Officers of the Authority.

(a) Medical Officer of Health:
D. P. MacIVER, M.c., T.D., M.D., D.P.H.
The Medical Officer of Health acts in a similar capacity for the
Urban Districts of Walton & Weybridge and Chertsey.

(b) Senior Sanitary Inspector:

A. L. ALDRIDGE, M.s.1.A.

Mr. A. L. Aldridge holds the Certificate of the Royal Sanitary
Institute for Sanitary Inspectors, and the Certificate for the Inspec-
tion of Meat and other Foods. Mr. Aldridge carries out the duties of
Cleansing Superintendent.

Additional Sanitary Inspector:

P. S. FORBES (Commenced lst January, 1955).

Mr. Forbes holds the Certificate of the Royal Sanitary Institute
for Sanitary Inspectors, the Certificate for the Inspection of Meat
and other Foods and the Diploma in General Hygiene, Advanced
(Honours) of the Royal Institute of Public Health and Hygiene.

(c) Clerk to the Medical Officer of Health:
MISS J. M. EGLON,

The Clerk to the Medical Officer of Health is also responsible for
the secretarial duties appertaining to the work of the Medical Officer
of Health in the Urban Districts of Walton & Weybridge and
Chertsey.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS
OF THE AREA.

Area in Acres 16,085
Estimated resident ;‘lupulﬂr.lm‘l in jul!l.r I:r:surnma: supphed by
Registrar-General) i e 14,520
Mumber of Inhabited Houses ncmrdmg to Rale Hﬂﬁk"i 4,178
Rateable Value ... £137.976
A sum represented by a Penn'b Ralr: £550

Social Conditions, including Chief Occupations of the
Inhabitants.

The District, which comprises three parishes, Bisley, Chobham and
Windlesham, is chiefly residential in character. There are several
small factories in the area. A large proportion of the population is
engaged in agriculture, dairy farming and nursery gardening.
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The following table shows the birth and death rates per 1,000 of
the population of the District, and England and Wales, for 1955

and 1954.

CUMPAR&TIVE BIRTH AND DEATH RATES.

—

Annual Rates per ll]lJD
of Population

Birth-Rate | Death-Rate
1955 1954|1955 1954 | 1955 1954

* L3 [ -
Bagshot RD. ... |1341 | 1441|920 |928
England and
Wales wee 1350|152 | 11°7

Infantllc Maternal
Moartality Mortality
per 1,000 per 1,000
live births | total births

1955 1954
16748 | 20:51 | 0°00| 000
249 | 25°5 064 | 069

“*Corrected for age and sex distribution by Registrar-General’s Comparability

Factor.

'Tuhemulmis, respiratory
rculosis, other forms
ilitic diseases

Btphlht.rli

ing Cmi,gh
ococcal infections

.ll.'.'utc Poliomyelitis

Other infr.ciivc S parasitic diseases ...

Aalignant neoplasm, stomach ...

lignant neoplasm, lung, bronchus ...

Hﬂ]lgmmt neoplasm, breast
ﬂnllgmmt neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatic nt-upiasms

Leukaemia, aleukaemia ...
Diabetes

Wascular lesions uf METVOLS s:.rsu:m
Coronary disease, angina
Espertensmn with heart disease
Other heart disease

Other circulatory disease

itis

l;l:e:r of stomach and duodenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea
Nephritis and nephrosis
perplasia of prostate
v, childbirth, abortion

diseases of r-es;uratur}r .'.}'stem

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Male Female Toral

T30 S T

—
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1
2
10 19
1 1
16 21
13 24
1 2
14 21
4 7
I |
1 3
| 7
1 2
— 2
1 1
5 4
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Home Nursing and Midwifery.

The Surrey County Council maintains four whole-time trained
nurses. Their addresses are as follows: —

Mrs. M. S. Sperni 1, Westralia Villas,

Grasmere Road, Lightwater. Bagshot 3387
Miss L. E. Fry 33, Windle Close,

Windlesham. Bagshot 2185
Mrs. A. Brunskill 16, Victoria Road,

Knaphill. Brookwood 3298
Miss H. Parson Nurse’s Cottage,

Scotts Grove Road,

Chobham. Chobham 270

Health Visitors.

There are two County Health Visitors in the district who visit
homes under the School Medical and Maternity and Child Welfare
Services.

Home Help Service.

The County Council maintains from its Divisional Offices in
Woking a service for the provision of home helps in maternity cases,
and for the purpose of giving assistance in homes when illness 15

present.

Clinics and Treatment Centres.

The Surrey County Council have provided the following clinics and
treatment centres under their School Medical Service and Maternity
and Child Welfare Schemes: —

Centre Address Clinic Day
Bagshot St. Anne's School Medical Ist, 3rd & S5th
Parish Hall Child Welfare Tuesday, p.m.
and Ante-Matal
Chobham Village Hall School Medical and 2nd & 4th
Child Welfare Wednesday, p.m.
Hut 13b, School Medical and  1st & 3rd
Chobham Camp  Child Welfare Monday, p.m.
Windlesham Village Institute  School Medical and  1st & 3rd
i Child Welfare Monday, p.m.
Lightwater All Saints School Medical and 2nd & 4th
Church Hall Child Weifare Tuesday, p.m.
Tuberculosis Chest Clinics.

The Bagshot Rural District is served by the tuberculosis chest
clinic ar Clarence Avenue, Woking, where the County Chest Physician
m for consultation each Monday at 10.0 a.m. and the second
fonday of a month at 5.30 p.m.




Venereal Diseases.
The following clinics are held for any persons wishing to attend
from this area: —

GUILDFORD: Royal Surrejr County Hospital.
Males.—Tuesdays and Fridays 5.0 to 7.0 p.m.
Females.—Mondays 3.0 to 7.0 p.m.

Thursdays 9.30 o 11.0 a.m.

KINGSTON: Kingston County Hospital, Wolverton Avenue.
Females.—Thursdays 5.0 to 7.0 p.m.

WOKING: Woking and District Victoria Hospital.
Males.—Thursdays 5.0 to 7.0 p.m.
Females.—Tuesdays 5.0 to 7.0 p.m.

Hospitals.

The Woking and Chertsey Group Hospital Management Committee
took over control of the following hospitals serving the district in
July, 1948.

Bed
Complement

GENERAL HOSPITALS:

St. Peter’s Hospital, Chertsey ... 404

Woking Victoria Hospirtal 72
MATERNITY HOSPITALS:

Maternity Home, Windlesham ... 16

Maternity Hospital, Woking ... 54
INFECTIOUS DISEASES:

Ottershaw Isolation Hospital ... 24
AGED SICK:

Ottershaw Hospital v i8

Northcroft Hospital, Englefield Gmen 14

National Assistance Act, 1948, Section 47.

No action was required to be taken by the Council under th
Section. Several cases did arise of old people in need of care
attention. These were either taken over by the County Welfar
Department or persuaded to enter hospital for treatment.

Welfare.

Aged Sick Hospitals. ]
The Ottershaw Hospital now accommodates thirty-eight old lad
where much success is being achieved in rehabilitation and by

tional therapy.
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. SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply.

The Parish of Bisley is within the area of supply of the Woking
and District Water Company, and the Parishes of Chobham and
Windlesham are within the area of supply of the South West
Suburban Water Company. -

Samples from these parishes are taken regularly and examined for
purity at the Public Health Laboratory at Guildford.
There has been a further reduction in the Parish of Chobham of

properties served by shallow wells. There is always a risk attached
to these wells when there are adjacent cesspools and it is gratifying

1‘r

to know that so many residents have taken advantage of a main water
supply.

was unsatisfactory. In all these cases there was no Company’s main
to connect to but the Council are considering the extension of the

main to serve these premises.
During 1955 there were no main extensions in the parish of
Chobham but nineteen houses were connected to the main s

Bisley and three new supplies were connected during the year
TeView.

Water Supplies.
No. of Direct Wells and
Parish Houses Main Water ~ Springs

Bisley 274 257 17
Chobham ... e 1,854 1,823 31

Camp Huts s 33 33 -
Windlesham o 2,017 2,008 9

Sewerage and Sewage Disposal, Chobham and Bisley.

Work on the above scheme was commenced in May, 1956. Th
Contractors are proceeding simultaneously with the construction
the new sewage disposal works (on land adjacent to the draine
Chobham Brick Works, Pumping Station No. 1, adjacent to d
Chobham Recreation Ground) and the main outfall sewer dischargir
thereto.

12



Windlesham.

The Report prepared by the Council’s Consultants for the enlarge-
ment of the Lightwater Sewage Disposal Works and provision of
sewers in Macdonald and Ambleside Roads was accepted by the
Council and the Consultants were instructed to prepare plans of the
scheme for submission to the Ministry. The necessary additional
land for the new works can be secured and when planning approval is
obtained, the scheme will be submitted to the Ministry.

Closet Accommodation.
No.of  Water Pail Chemical
Houses Closets Closets  Privies Closets
Bisley 274 152 116 2 4
Chobham ... 1,854 1,272 554 4 24
Windlesham ... 2,017 1,995 15 — T

Cesspool and Earth Closet Cleansing.

The Council have two Dennis Cesspool emptiers which were
purchased by the parish of Windlesham to deal with the drainage of
*such houses not on the line of the sewers. A special wet scavenging
rate is levied on the parish for this service. During the year five
hundred and eighty-four cesspools were emptied in the parish.

The contents of cesspools are tipped, when possible, on to farm
land, but in very wet weather it is necessary to discharge this into the
main sewers at specified manholes, where flushing chambers ensure
that the sewage is diluted at once. Sludge from the cesspools is
mixed with ashes and disposed of at the Depot.

Chobham and Bisley.

The Council has not undertaken the cleansing of cesspools and
earth closets in the parishes of Bisley and Chobham, and there is no
rate levied for this purpose. Arrangements can be made with the
parish of Windlesham for cesspools to be emptied upon payment.
One thousand eight hundred and twenty-three cesspools were emptied
in these two parishes during the year.

Public Cleansing.

Dry refuse is collected approximately every ten days in the three
parishes and three vehicles are employed for this purpose. A van is
also used for the collection of salvage.

13






SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.
Report of the Sanitary Inspector.
Dwelling houses inspected under the Rural Housing Survey ... 66
Dwelling houses inspected for housing defects under the Public

Health Acts ... 41
Premises inspected under the Public Health Acts other than

above ... ... 489
Premises inspected re infectious diseases 32
Inspection of:
Food premises and under the Meat Regulations e 200
Dairies ... 36
Factories, etc. ... 37
Encampments (Tent and Van Dwellers) 70
Chobham Camp 80
Rodent Control ... 74

Total inspections ... 1,135

Verbal Notices.
Number of verbal notices given x 156
Number of verbal notices complied with S e
Number of verbal notices in respect of which work is in hand 6
Number of verbal notices outstanding ... 7
Preliminary Written Notices.
Number of preliminary notices served ... 32
Number of preliminary notices complied with iz

Number of preliminary notices in respect of which work is in
hand ... —
Number of preliminary notices outstanding ... -

Particulars of Work carried out during the year as a result
of representations made by the Sanitary Inspector.

Dirty rooms cleansed ... 24
Dampness to walls remedied ... 30
Roofs repaired ... 21
Eaves-guttering and rainwater pipes repaired or renewed ... 15
Floors repaired or renewed ... 28
Plastering to walls and ceilings repaired 17
Ranges and fireplaces repaired or renewed ... 6
Repairs to sinks ... 20
Repairs to windows, brickwork, etc, ... 40
Drains repaired or cleansed ... 31
New drains laid ... % 2
Main water laid in lieu of well supply ... 1

13
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s in which DEFECTS were found.
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Eh: house was found to be mfestcd by vermin and disinfested.
In addition seventeen premises were treated for insect pests.
Disinfestation is carried out by the Local Authority by means of

.-_- with Zaldecide and D.D.T. preparations and fumigation
vith Gammexane.

_ ention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949,

- During the year seven hundred and sixty-two premises were
inspected for the presence of rodents. Ninety major rat infestations
re -fmmd One hundred and nineteen minor rat infestations and
nty-eight mice infestations were detected, of which two hundred
'tihmy—nne were treated hj.l' the Council.

‘3-m one area. A maintenance treatment was carried out sub-
atly and no further evidence of infestation was found during







HOUSING.

1. Inspection of Dwelling Houses during the year.

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health or Housing
Acts)
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose
(2) (a) Number of dwelling houses (included under sub-
head (1) above) which were inspected and recorded
under the Housing Consolidated Regulations, 1925
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose
(3) Number of dwelling houses found to be in a state so
dangerous or injurious to health as to be unfit for
human habitation =
(4) Number of dwelling houses (exclusive of those referred
to under the preceding sub-head) found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for human habitation ...

107
107

Nil

46

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without the Service

of Formal Notice.
Number of defective dwelling houses rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action by the Local Authority or their
Officers

Housing Act, 1936—Part IV—Overcrowding.
(a) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of
the year ...

(if) Number of families dwelling therein
(iif) Number of persons dwelling therein

(b) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during
the year ... ca

(€) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during
(if) Number of persons concerned in such cases

(d) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling houses have
again become overcrowded after the Local Authority
have taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding ...

Rehousing Programme,
During 1955 the progress made was as follows : —
Bagshot: Four three bedroomed houses were built,

32

Windlesham: Forty three bedroomed houses were completed

and six were under construction at the end of the year.

Forty-four families were allocated permanent accommodation

during the year.

19






INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD.

Milk Supply.
All milk sold in the Rural District is now required to be either
heat treated in accordance with the Milk (Special Designations)
- (Pasteurised and Sterilised Milk) Regulations, or, if raw, to he
derived from attested herds, and sold as Tuberculin Tested 1o which
the Milk (Special Designation) (Raw Milk) Regulations apply. Milk
now retailed in the district can be considered safe, provided adequate
* pasteurisation is carried out. It is, therefore, considered necessary to
- continue testing milk for adequate pasteurisation and as an additional
~ safeguard to test unpasieurised milk for the presence of tuberculosis.

- During the year eleven samples of pasteurised and four samples of
z-.inbe:cu]in tested pasteurised milk were examined and found to be
~ satisfactory as regards adequate pasteurisation and of the required
 standard of bacteriological purity. Samples of raw milk were taken
lr‘I.’rm:n:n three separate herds and no evidence of tuberculosis was found.

- Several samples of cream also proved satisfactory on examination.
The following are the number of milk vendors on the Registers: —

_'-

L]

~ Cowkeepers who are retail traders ... .. .. 4
Retail purveyors whose premises are within the area ... 4
Retail purveyors whose premises are outside the area ... 3
Dealers who have been granted Supplementary Licences 3

Dealers who have been granted Licences to sell
designated milk
Thirty-six inspections of dairies were made during the year.

éﬂﬂk (Special Designations) (Raw Milk) Regulations, 1949,
~ Samples were taken and submitted for biological test. Negative
Teports were received in each case.

BN 0eal Designations) (Pastewvised and Sterilised

~ Milk) Regulations, 1949.

Pasteurised Milk,

- During the year eleven samples of pasteurised milk and four

Elmplﬂ of tuberculin tested pasteurised milk were taken from dealers,
of which reached the required standard for bacterial purity.

g Samples of cream and yoghurt were also submitted for bacterial
‘examination, both of which proved satisfactory.

r
Ice Cream.
- There is one manufacturer in the district. Equipment and plant are

in accordance with the Ice Cream (Heat Trearment) Regulations and
are maintained to the satisfaction of the Local Authority. With this

21
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exception, all the ice cream sold in the Rural District is manufactured
outside the district, mainly by firms of national repute.

All samples taken and submitted for bacteriological examination
attained the highest standard of purity.

Inspection and Supervision of Food.

Steady progress is being made in raising the hygienic standards of
food premises. By reason of his intimate contact with both producer
and retailer the inspector is able to carry out a great deal of educa-
tional work and this is of value to all concerned. The public can also
achieve a lot by demanding higher standards of food hygiene. The
Food and Drugs Act, 1955, together with the Food Hygiene Regula-
tions which came into operation on the 1st January, 1956, should be
very helpful to Public Health Departments in their endeavours to
secure hygienic premises and practices.

Meat and Other Foods.
Two hundred and ten inspections were made where food is stored,
prepared or sold.
During the year 176 lbs. of beef and two hundred and seventy-six
tins of assorted foods were voluntarily surrendered as unfit for human
consumption and destroyed.

Food Hygiene.
The distribution of retail food premises is as follows: —

Greengrocers ... vunl|
Cafes R L
Ice-cream manufacturers e gty
Confectioners (ice-cream and sweets) ... aire
General Stores ... . 14
Butchers ... Sl
Fishmongers tae L gt
Provision merchants ... i

Bakers and Confectioners e a
Dairies ... 4 w T\ o
The following are r&glsmmd under Scctmn 14 of the Food
Drugs Act, 1938: —
Sausage and pressed meat manufacturers Pt 0o
Ice-cream stores or manufacturers -
The number of dairies registered under the Milk and Dairie
Regulations, 1949, is five.
Two hundred and ten inspections were carried out of regi
food premises.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
INFECTIOUS AND OTHER DISEASES.

Poliomyelitis.

Five cases consisting of a nurse helper aged 16 years and four
children aged 15, 13, 8 and 5 years, were admitted to Ottershaw
Infectious Diseases Hospital in July from a convalescent home for
children in Bagshot. On further investigation four of these cases were
presumed to be mild cases of poliomyelitis and were notified as such.
All these cases made a rapid recovery and there was no paralysis.
One further case, a school child of 9 years, was notified in October.

In addition to the above, fifteen cases were reported to me by local
practitioners as possible cases of poliomyelitis. They occurred between
the 15th and 30th July. I investigated these cases and submitted a
report to the Chief Medical Officer, Ministry of Health.

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE OUTBREAK. [
Age Incidence. Five cases were in adults. Eight were in children
of school age. Two were in infants. )

Incubation Period. Probably two to four days.

Density of Infection within the Household. One household
two cases, a mother and daughter aged 11 years.
household had three cases, a mother and two children.
remainder were single cases.

Duration of Illness. Usually 48 to 72 hours.

Symptomatology. Usually a sudden onset with headache and
pyrexia. Patient acutely ill for twenty-four hours. Usually
vomiting as well and slight neck rigidity in the majority of
cases.

No cases developed paresis.
In the light of the above these were not considered clinical cases
of poliomyelitis.
No cases of paralytic poliomyelitis came to light during the ye ar,

Scarlet Fever.

Two isolated cases of scarlet fever were notified. The first case,
boy of 6 years, resided on a dairy farm. All contacts were exs minet
and bacteriological specimens taken in order to secure that the mil

supply was safeguarded from infection.
The second case occurred in a schoolboy in Sunningdale i
November.



Diphtheria.

This is the seventh consecutive year that no cases have occurred in
children up to school leaving age. This does not mean that the disease
has been eradicated, as cases are occurring every week in different
parts of the country. It is, therefore, necessary to ensure by all
possible means a high level of immunisation among infants and school
children as the absence of the disease is conditional on immunity by
inoculation.

Owing to the outbreak of poliomyelitis in the latter months of the
year inoculations for diphtheria immunisation were suspended. This
15 in accordance with the advice given by the Ministry of Health.
There has, therefore, been a falling off in the number of inoculations
and the diphtheria immunity index of school children is lower.

Details of the number of children immunised during the year are
as follows: —
Primary injections S L
Reinforcing doses 92

Vaccination against Smallpox.

- Notification is received from time to time of contacts of smallpox
abroad arriving in this district from seaports and airports. In these
days of quick travel these contacts have to be kept under observation
for two weeks from their arrival in the country. Air journeys from
smallpox endemic areas take less time than the incubation period of
the disease. There have been twenty-three importations of variola
major into the United Kingdom in the past ten years and there will
undoubtedly be more. It is, therefore, necessary to secure as high a
percentage as possible of vaccination in infancy. If re-vaccination
has to be carried out later, say in a local outbreak of smallpox or for
persons proceeding abroad, a mild reaction is ensured, whereas
vaccination for the first time in adult years may react unpleasantly.

Notifications have been received of the following vaccinations
carried out. This also was discontinued during the outbreak of
poliomyelitis in accordance with instructions from the Ministry.

Primary vaccination ... G
Re-vaccination ... 17

Measles.

An outbreak of measles, as in neighbouring districts, made its
biennial appearance in the Spring and early Summer. Three hundred
cases were notified, the vast majority being in the 5 to 10 year age

g'uup.

' No fatalities or complications came to light.
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Contacts of old cases already notified attend for observation as and
when invited by the Chest Physician.

Steps are immediately taken to follow up deaths of persons whose
tuberculous disease was not notified during life. Enquiries are made
into the reason for failure of notification, disinfection is carried out
in the home and the contacts are examined.

Home Conditions.

The Medical Officer of Health has detailed knowledge of the home
conditions of all persons notified to him as suffering from tuberculosis
from personal visits as well as from reports from the Health Visitor.
He is thus in a position to advise on the housing requirements of the
family concerned. The patient should be isolated at least to the
extent of having a bedroom to himself. Advice is given on the
necessity of strict precautions as to proper disposal of sputum and on
general matters of hygiene.

Public Health (Prevention of Tuberculosis) Regulations,
1925.

Public Health Act, 1936, Section 172.
No action was found necessary under the above Act and Regulations.
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