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Rural District of Bagshot.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE AREA.

Area (in acres) 16,177
Registrar-General's estimate of resi-

dent population, mid 1945 12,660
Mo. of inhabited houses (end of 1945)

according to Rate Books 3,480
Rateable wvalue £118,197
Sum represented by a penny rate £486

Social Conditions, including Chief Occupations of the Inhabitants.

The District, which comprises three parishes, Bisley, Chobham
and Windlesham, is chiefly residential in character. There are no
large factories in the area and a large proportion of the population
is engaged in personal service, agriculture, dairy farming and nur-
sery gardening.

Extracts from Vital Statistics for the Year :—
Total Male Female

. Lepitimate 181 95 g6
e IIlfginim.-it-;- 22 11 11
Birth-rate per 1,000 of the estimated

resident pepulation 16.04
s o | Legitimate 11 [
Stll-hirths— {Iilcgiﬂmate 1 - 1
Rate per 1,000 total (live and still)

births 53.81
Deaths iy 119 53 66
Death-rate (actual) per 1,000 of the

estimated resident population 9.48
Death-rate (for purposes of compari-

son with other districts) Mot awvailable.
Deaths from puerperal causes— Deaths, Rate per 1000 total (live

and still) births.
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Puerperal sepsis Nil
Other puerperal causes Nil
Total Nil
Death-rate of Infants under one year
of age—
All infants per 1,000 live births 19.70
Legitimate infants per 1,000 legi-
timate live births 16.57
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illeg-
itimate live births 43,43
Deaths from Cancer (all ages) 21
Deaths from Measles (all ages) Nil.
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all
ages) Nil.
Deaths from Diarthoea (under two

years) .






RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.
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GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Public Health Officers of the Authority:—

(a) Medical Officer of Health:

D. P. MacIVER, M.D., D.P.H.
(Resumed 1.9.45 after demobilisation)

Acting Medical Officer of Health—

C. A. McPHERSON, M.B., Ch.B., D.P.H., L.D.5., D.P.D.
(1.1.45 to 1.09.45)

(b) Senior Samtary Inspector:
A. L. ALDRIDGE, M.S.1.A.

Mr. A. L. Aldridge holds the Certificate of the Royal
Sanitary Institute for sanitary inspectors, and the Certificate
for the Inspection of Meat and other Foods. In addition to
his general duties as sanitary inspector, Mr. Aldridge carries
out the duties of Cleansing Superintendent.

Additional Sanitary Inspector:

J. METCALFE, A.R.San.l.

Mr. J. Metcalfe holds the Certificate of the Samtary
Inspectors’ Examination Joint Board.

Mr. Metcalfe was demobilised from the Royal Air Force
in November and resumed duties as Additional Sanitary
Inspector during the same month.

(c) Clerk to the Medical Officer of Health :

Miss J. M. Eglon holds a joint appointment. She is responsible
for the Secretarial Duties appertaining to the work of the Medical
Officer of Health in all three districts.

/






RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.

Clinics and Treatment Centres :

The Surrey County Council have provided the following clinics
and treatment centres under their School Medical Service and
Maternity and Child Welfare Schemes.

Centre Address Clinic. Day

Bagshot St. Anne’s Parish School Medical Every Tues.
Hall Child Welfare Every Tues.

Chobham Village Hall School Medical 2nd & 4th Wed.
Child Welfare 2nd & 4th Tues.

Windlesham Village Institute School Medical 1st & 3rd Mon.
Child Welfare 1st & 3rd Mon.

Special clinics for dental and eye treatment are also held monthly
or as required.

Nursing in the Home.

Two Nurses are employed under the District Nursing Association
for work in the district. Both Nurses are also Midwives under the
supervision of the Maternity and Child Welfare Authority.

In addition the services of two other District Nurses are available.
Their residence is, however, in an adjoining area.

Tuberculosis Dispensary:—

The Bagshot Rural District is served by the tuberculosis
dispensary at Clarence Avenue, Woking, where the County
Tuberculosis Officer attends for consultation each Monday at 10.0
a.m., and the second Monday of a month at 5.30 p.m.

Venereal Disease :

The following clinics are held for any persons wishing to attend
from this area :

GUILDFORD:—Royal Surrey County Husﬁital.
Males—Thursdays 5.0 to 7.0 p.m. Fridays 5.0 to 7.0 p.m.

Females—Mondays 2.0 to 7.0 p.m.
Thursdays 9.30 to 11.30 a.m.






RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.

SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA.

Water Supply:—

The Parish of Bisley is within the area of supply of the
Woking Water and Gas Company, and the Parishes of
Chobham and Windlesham are within the area of supply of
the South West Suburban Water Company.

Samples of the Company’s water are submitted for
Chemical Analysis and Bacteriological Examination to the
Clinical Research Association. These samples are taken in
rotation from the districts within the area of supply and a
summary of these examinations, which in all cases showed the
water to be suitable for drinking purposes, is given below.

An arrangement has been made with the majority of the Dis-
trict Councils supplied by the South West Surburban Water Com-
pany whereby a fortnightly sample of water was taken in rotation
throughout the area of supply. Analysis is undertaken by the
Clinical Research Association and the results are available to each
participating authority.

Many properties in the Chobham and Bisley area especially have
to rely on shallow well waters and many residents have not yet
taken advantage of a piped supply even when this exists in prox-
imity to their dwelling.

The combination of shallow well water for drinking purposes
with cesspool drainage in these areas represents a very real menace
to public health.

Examinations were made of twenty-seven shallow wells during
the year and in twenty-three cases the water was found to be
unsatisfactory.

A typical bacteriological report reads thus :

“Plate Count. Yeastrel agar 3 days 22°C. aerobically, 55,000

per cc.
Plate Count. Yeastrel agar 2 days 37°C aerobically 24,100 per c.c.

Probable number of coliform bacilli, MacConkey 3 days 37°C.,
1,800 + per 100 c.c.

*Remarks : This water is grossly contaminated and unsuitable for
drinking or domestic purposes.”’

The majority of these samples were taken from Chobham and

Bisley.
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RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.

In most cases in Chobham and Bisley a piped water supply
i1s within reasonable access of the property and several
connections have now been made,

At the time of writing this report the Council have approved a
main water extension scheme to most parts of their area, but at the
moment shortage of labour and materials has not allowed any work
to comimence,

Approximately go% of the houses within the area have water
laid on from the main supply.

Drainage and Sewerage :—

The Parish of Windlesham, which includes Bagshot and
Lightwater, and a small portion of Sunningdale, has a main
drainage scheme. There was no extension of sewers during
the year.

Many cases of serious nuisance from sewage effluent and inade-
quate drainage of houses continued to arise during the year in
Chobham, West End and Bisley. These conditions are bound to
recur, particularily in low lying districts in wet weather, and can
only be temporarily abated. The only solution for this problem
is the installation of a scheme of main drainage.

Rivers and Streams :—

As in previous reports numerous cases of pollution of
ditches leading to rivers and streams came to notice during
the year. These were particularly in evidence in the district
of Chobham, Mimbridge and Bisley, and were due in all cases
to sewage effluent. In order to realise the alarming extent of
these pollutions, the districts require inspection in the first four
months of the year.

Closet Accommodation :—

Pail Chemical
Closets. Closets. Privies. Closets,
Bisley gEal qTal T g 3
Chobham = 690 783 9 18
Windlesham 1916 27 — =
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RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.

Swimming Baths and Pools :—

There is one privately owned swimming bath open to the
public in the area. Purification of the water 15 carried out by
sand filtration and chlorination.

No Byelaws are in force for the purpose of exercising
control over swimming pools n this area.

Eradication of Bed Bugs :—
Six houses were found to be infested by Bed Bugs.

The dwellings and belongings of all prospective occupiers
of Council Houses are examined for the presence of vermin.

Disinfestation is carried out by the Local Authority by
means of spraying with Zaldecide and fumigation with
Sulphur Dioxide.

Rats and Mice (Destruction) Act, 1919, and The Infestation Order
1943 :—

The Council in May last appointed a joint Rodent Operator
who works fortnightly within the districts of Egham Urban
District Council and Bagshot. During the course of the vear,
treatment was carried out at 35 premises, and it 1s estimated
that 1,422 rats were destroyed, of which 612 carcases were

picked up.

In addition 239 mice were destroyed.

Premises and Occupations Controlled by Byelaws :—

No offensive trade has been established and there are no
known underground sleeping rooms.

There is one Common Lodging House in the district which
is situated at Bagshot and is registered to accommodate 32
male lodgers.

SCHOOLS.

There are nine public elementary schools in the district, one in
the parish of Bisley, four in the parish of Chobham and four in the
parish of Windlesham. All have a main water supply, but only
the four in the Windlesham Parish are connected to the main
SEWETrS.
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RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.

From a survey of local elementary schools it 1s evident
that over ninety per cent. of the children in attendance have
been inoculated against Diphtheria.

The population represents the Registrar-General’s estumate
at mid-year 1045.

Diphtheria Immunisation Propaganda.

Apart from Ministry of Health broadcasts and the Ministry of
Information film trailers shown at public cinemas, poster notices
have been exhibited in newspapers, clinics, schools and other sites.

It is felt that undoubtedly the most useful form of propaganda
is by personal contact with parents, General Practitioners, Ihs-
trict Nurses, Elementary School Teachers, and especially the Surrey
County Council Health Visitors have been of great assistance in
securing a satisfactory response.

Measles.

Measles was prevalent in the Spring of the year, two
hundred and thirty-three cases being notified, the vast majority
being in the 5 to 10 years age group. Eight cases were admitted
to hospital.

There were no deaths.

Measles Convalescent Serum was made available to all
General Practitioners for the purpose of preventing or
attenuating the disease in suspectible contacts.

Whooping Cough.

Three children in the first year of life were admitted
to hospital for treatment and all made a good recovery.

Pneumonia.

There were eight deaths during the year from Pneumonia,

Dysentery.

Three cases were admitted to hospital for treatment. No
dysenteric organisms were isolated from any of these cases.
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RURAL DISTRICT OF BAGSHOT.

Tuberculosis :

The Ministry of Health’s scheme of mass miniature radiography
and financial allowances introduced in 1943 and administered by
the County Medical Officer of Health represents such an advance
in the detection and treatment of this problem that some remarks
as to its significance are desirable.

By mass miniature radiography one can rapidly take small X-ray
plates of a person's chest and so refer any suspicious cases for a
fuller examination. In this manner early pulmonary disease can
be recognised and treatment instituted at a stage in the illness when
the chances of recovery are good.

This scheme will ultimately take its place as a routine for all
children of school leaving age as well as being applied to workers
in training establishments and various branches of industry.

As regards financial allowances, these are a fundamental neces-
sity to ensure that the case after detection receives adequate treat-
ment without undue hardship falling upon either the patient or the
family. Maintenance allowances and special payments are avail-
able to promote a frame of mind in the patient and family condu-
cive to recovery as well as contributing materially ‘owards any loss
of income.

Venereal Disease :

As regards this infection and its incidence throughout the country
generally, schemes for its treatment and control are again adminis-
tered by the County Medical Officer of Health. Clinic facilities
have been extended to deal with the increased number of cases
both venereal and non-venereal in origin.

Regulation 33 (b) made under the Emergency Powers (Defence)
Acts, 1939 and 1940 came into operation in 1943. This provides
tor the notification by ‘‘Special Registered Medical Practitioners™
to the County Medical Officer of Health of persons stated by
patients suffering from venereal diseases to be the source of infec-
tion. When two independent notifications are received in respect
of the same person the County Medical Officer of Health is em-
powered to require the person so named to submit to medical exam-
ination and if necessary, treatment.
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