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Health Department,
Stubbylee Hall,

BACUP

Lancashire.

August , 1971,

To the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses
of the Borough of Bacup

Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In accordance with my statutory duty as your Medical Officer
of Health, I have the honour to present the Annual Report for the

year 1970.

The contents of the report have been compiled in accordance
with the Ministry of Health Circular 1!?1 dated January, 1971.

The BRegistrar General gives a figure of 16,220 as the
estimated populaticn, and other statistical figures are given in the
report relative to the birth rate and death rate, and the incidence

of mortality and infectious diseases.

The work in respect of slum clearance again proceeded
throughout the year, and representatiocns were made in respect of
8 Clearance Areas affecting some 115 dwellinghouses, and in addition
one house was represented as being individually unfit, and the Council
gt present heve a substantial slum clearance programme in hand which
requires constant attention.

Hinety-four dwellinghouses were demclished during the year,
and schemes are in progress for the demolition of many more unfit
houses.

The improvement of sub-standard houses alse continued, and
72 Improvement Grants were allowed during the year.

I have the honour to be,
Mr. Mayor, ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

A. NEISON FICKLES

Medical Officer of Health
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APPENDIX A

VITAL STATISTICS AND CAUSES OF DEATH

TABLE I

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS - 1970

Area (Acres) e
Population (Estimated mid 1970)
Population (Census 1961) i
Number of Inhabited Houses (1937)
Number of Inhabited Houses (1970)
Rateable Value — e
Sum represented by a penny rate

LE R

& 8o

LR

LR

(SR

Male Female Total
LIVE BIRTHS
Legitimate 129 98 227
Illegitimate 18 [ 21
i 104 248
STILLBIRTHS
Legitimate - 2 2
Illegitimate - - =
— 2 z
DEATHS g8 102 200

DEATHS FROM MATERNAL CAUSES

Deaths from Pregnancy, Childbirth and Aborticn

Maternal Mortality Rate
INFANT MCRTALITY

Deaths of infants under cne year of age:-

All infants per 1,000 live births

&

LR

LRI )

LR

PR

B,121
16,220
17,295

5,964

5594

£374,079
£1,365

Birth Rate (Crude) per
1,000 estimated

population

(13.6)

R

15.3

Hate per 1,000 total
live and stillbirths

Sae B HOY

Death Rate (Crude) per
1,000 estimated

population
(13.1)

Lagitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate liwve births
Illegitimate infants per 1,000 illegitimate live birtha

DEATHS FROM CERTAIN SPECIFIED DISEASES

LN

Deaths
Cardic-vascular Diseases ek
Cancer ik
Tuberculosis (1]
Bronchitis 13
Other Respiratory Diseases 3
NOTE: Figures in parentheses refer to the year 1969

12.3

24 (32)
18
95

Rate per 1,000
of population

3.94
2.71
0
.80
0.18






TABLE III

INFANTILE MORTALITY - 1970
Under Total
Cause of death 1 under
month |[1|2|3|4|5]|6]|7 |8 1011121 ¥yr.
Prematurity 1 1
Asphyxia 1 1
Haemorrhage 1 2
Myocardial
Failure 2 2
2 2 1 6
TAELE IV
NEC NATAL MORTALITY - 1970
Inder 7 to|13 te|21 to
G‘::: tﬁf a2 2 03 |% 15 |l& |3] 20|25 Total
day |day | days|deays|days| days|days| deys| days| days
Prematurity 1 ;
Haemorrhage 1 1
1 1 2
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SECTION IV

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

Chief Occupations: The shoe and slipper trade provides the chief industry
in the town, and there is alsoc an extensive stome gquarry withinm the district,
and the combining of materials has also provided an additional industry

which 1s growing.

There is some light engineering, and manufacture of electrical
eguipment, which gives emplcyment to a number of people in the district,
and in addition there are a number of mills which manufacture felted
materials,

The Council are making every effort to attract new industries,
and extensions to new works are anticipated.

The country is hilly, and there are many scattered hillfarms with
small dairy herds.

(A) SANITARY INSPECTION OF AREA

Water Supply:

The water supplied to the Borough of Bacup by Bolten Corporaticon
Water Undertaking was satisfactory both as regards quality and quantity.

Hormally , samples of both raw and filtered water are regularly
subjected to full bactericlogical and chemical analysis. Special
analyses are made as circumstances require.

During 1970, 147 samples of raw water taken from Cowpe and
Shesphouse Pressure Filters were subjected te bactericlogical examination and
partial chemical analysis, and 3 were subjected to full chemical snalysis. In
addition, 183 samples of filtered and treated water, including 24 samples
taken from the distributicn aystem, received bacteriological examination and
partial chemical analysis, and 3 received full chemical analysis. The
results showed that the filtered and treated water was of excellent guality,
B, Coli being absent in 97.3% of the potable water samples tested. All
water is treated before passing into supply.

From tests made the water was shown to have no significant
plumbo-sclvent action. No special action was required to be taken in respect
of any form of contamination. The average natural flueoride content of the
water supplied to Bacup is 0.15 p.p.f.

The public water mains afforded a direct supply to a population
of 16,220 living in Bacup. No supply was afforded to dwellinghouses by
standpipe.

The following extensions and renewals of water mains were carried
cut in 1970:-

Size of Main Existing New Houases Fenewals
Property
2" dia, 32 yds. 124 yds. -
o o 101 yds. 108 yds,.

- 'Tlf =
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(8)  Housing

For many years now, slum clearance and housing have
received the attention of the Health Committee and the Healtn
Department ; as the hilly nature of the district led to the erection
of many back-to-back houses and back-to-the-land houses, and thers
still remains & considerable problem to be solwved, although the

programme is proceeding apace.

The Council's 5lum Clearance Frogramme is still comsiderable,
and the demolition of properties leaves problems with regard to the
re-making of sites, as in many cases development for building. purposes
is not possible.

During the year representations were made in respect of
several areas, including Samuel Street, Cobden Street, Britannis,
Howorth Street, and the South Street areas. Re-development of the
South Street area is envisaged for housing purposes.

Many of the older type houses lack modern amenities, witn
which the Committee is seriously concerned, and every opportunity must
be taken to encourage the provision of modern amenities where the
condition of the property justifies a reasonable life, and every
encouragement is given to prospective applicante for Grant Aid.

Table XI, Appendix C, gives details of the new houses
provided and also the action taken with regard to unfit dwellinghouses.,

()  INSPECTION AND SUPERVISION

Offices, Shops and Railway Premises Act:

Routine wisits were made to premises requiriﬁg inspection
under this Act, and all the registered premises within the town have
now received a visit and inspection, and all the comtraventions found
have in general received the attention of the owners.

The general standards found on inspections under this Act
are fairly good, and the co-operation received from all the shopkeepers

has been very satisfactory.

Milk Supply.

The responsibility for the supervision of farms and the
production of milk having passed to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food, the main duty of the Local Authority was in connmection with
the distributors of milk and the registraticn of milk distributors,
dairies or milk shops.

During 1970 there was cne case of a positive culture test
where Brucellosis was found in the milk supply, which was dealt with
by serving a Pesteurisation Order requiring all milk to be pasteurised.
Veterinary co-operation resulted in the removal of affected animals
from the nherd, and the subsequent withdrawal of the Notice.






Food Hygiene:

Routine visits were made during the year to the premises
in the Borough where ice cream is sold by retail only.

The bulk of the ice cream which is =scld in the town is
manufactured by persons who have premises outside the Borough, and
little difficulty was experienced with this commodity. Much of
the ice cream is now pre-packed.

Details of the food condemned and surrendered are given in
Table XIII, Appendix C.

Slaughterhouses:

The Local Authority granted renewal of licences in respect
of three slaughterhouses within the Borough during 1970.

Meat Inspection:

The coperation of the three slaughterhouses above-mentioned
was kept under strict supervision, and all the animals slaughtered
there were inspected in accordance with the instructions of the Health
Committee, who direct that at all times 100% inspection be carried out.
Every endeavour, therefore, has been made to do this, and details of
the animals slaughtered and meat condemned will be found in Table XIV.

The regulations with regard te hygiene in slaughterhouses
are strictly enforced, and constant supervision is maintained in all

the slaughterhouses.

(D) GENERAL

Petroleum Acts and Carbide of Calcium Opder:

The licensing of petroleum stores is a duty carried out by
the Health Committee, and 40 licences are at present in operation for
the storage of petroleum spirit and mixture.

Hackney Carriages and Driving Licences:

During the year 3 Hackney Carriage Licences were issued and
L Licences to drive Hackney Carriages.

C1ld Metal Dealers:

One licence was issued in respect of dealers in old metal.

= 18 =






(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

APPENDIX C

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

SANITARY INSPECTICN

TAELE VIII

INSPECTION OF DWELLINGHOUSES:

Total houses inspected under Publie Health and Housing Acts

Total number of inspections made A e
Defects found 5 wi see wiai g e
Defects remedied aal W i o
Notices served (Preliminary) ... s o
Re-inspections re. notices served T A
Vieits to houses re Closing COrdere S FA
Visits to houses re Clearance Areas ; e

Visites to houses re Demolition of Glaarancn hrens i

PREMISES CONTROLLED BY BYELAWS AND REGULATIONS:

Offensive Trades —als o e it
Markets e P o e

FACTCRIES, WORKSHOFPS AND WORKPLACES:

Factories sen e s
Business Premises EFndent Control) s Fiit !
MISCELLANEOUS:

Rats and mice destruction s e e
Drainage . S P FEP
Food Inspections ... ves sea ses
Petroleum Stores visited S S £k
Public Sanitary Conveniences ... e “ee
Visits re conversion to closets afmih i
Disinfestation visits iaie P was
Visits re Disinfection S i B
Interviews with owners e e e
Cleansing visits ... S alaa P
Vieits re Refuse Accommodation = R
Complaints investigated S e iTh
Hacknay Carriages ... sas P Eals
Visits re Slaughterhouses S T SAE
Vieits re Slaughtermen's Licences con wae
Slanghterhouse Licences T R T
Visits re Slaughterhouse Hegulaticons bea P
Visits re Improvement Grants ... s T
Pﬁt .ﬂnmlﬂ Act o % a o & W
Visits re Animal Boarding Establishments ... P
Visits re National Assistance Act e e
Animal Waste Food Order e el .
Infectious Disease visits Sai i EE
Visits re Milk & Dairies Regulaticns e wus
Miscellanecus Visits "o "o a
Visits re Offices, Shops & Railway Premises Act P
Visits re Abandoned Motor Vehicles ‘e i
Vigits re Food Hygiene Regulations el .
Smoke Abatement Visits ves v waw

LR

aw e

LR )

- e

e

-ne

(R ]

LR )

LR

LR

R

[ ]

LR ]

LRCR

LN ]

R

(R

RO

LR ]

(]

CRCR

517
1,592

223
238

35%

Fva

=J T

49
29
14
167

&0

501
2,843

3390

349
10

22
262
12
13
47
7

2l
20






TABLE IX

CLOSET ACCOMMODATION

Abolished HNumber
Type of Closet Humber in Number in or at
1968 1969 Converted end of
1970 1970
Pail Closets 98 96 2 G
Waste Water Closets 207 198 3 195
Privy Middens 3 3 = >
Total nmumber of closets
excluding fresh water
closets 308 297 5 292
TABLE X
FACTORIES ACTS, 1937 to 1950
T Inspection for purposes of provision as to health
Mo NUMBER
Premises on Written Cccupiers
Register | Inspections| Notices Prosecuted
(1) Factories in which
Sections 1, 2, 3, 4,
and &, can be enforced
by Local Authorities 23 0 0] (4]
(2) Factories not included
in (1) in which Section
? is enforced by the
Local Authority ol % o o
(3) Other premises in which
Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Avthority
(exeluding cutworkers'
premises) - - 0 o]
Total "7 3 o 0
2a Cages in which defects were found el One













HOUSING STATISTICS

TAELE XI
{a) NUMBER OF NEW DWELLINGS ERECTED DURING THE YEAR 1970

(1) By the Borough-of Bacup E
(2) By other bodies or perseons 17

(b) TOTAL NO., OF COUNCIL-OWNED DWELLINGS EXISTING AT END OF YEAR 1,583
() INSPECTIONS OF DWELLINGS DURING THE YEAR

(1) (a) Total number of dwellings inspected formally
or informally for housing defects (under Public
Health or Housing Acts) £65

(b) Number of inspections, formal or informal, made
for the purpose 1,360

(o) Number of dwellings in (a) above foumd to be mot
in all respects reasconably fit for human
habitation but capable of being rendered fit 190

(2) Total number of dwellings existing at end of year
which were unfit for human habitation and not capable
at reasonable expense of being rendered fit and in
respect of which -

(a) Demclition Orders, Clearance Orders, or Closing
Orders have been made (at any time) 120

(b) Demolition, Clearance or Closing Orders have not
¥et been made 992

(d) HOUSES DEMOLISHED
Dinglacad during

Houses Year

Demolished Persons Families

In Clearance Areas:

{a) Houses unfit for human
habitation h

(b) Houses included by reason

of bad arrangement etc. 2 108 L8

(c) Houses on land acquired under
S5.43(2) Housing Act, 1957 -

Tt S S Y M M B

Not in Clearance Areas:

(a) As a result of formal or
informal procedure under
Section 17 (1), Housing
Act, 1957 4 - =

(b) Local Authority cwned houses
certified unfit by the Medical
Officer of Health - & -

(e) Houses unfit for human habitation
where action has been taken under
local Acts - - -
(e) UNFIT HOUSES CLOSED
(a) Under Sections 16 (&), 17 (1) and
35 (1), Housing Act, 1957 1 = =

- Ea o












TABLE XII

QFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963

REGISTRATIONS AND GENERAL INSPECTIONS

Number of Total number Number of registered
premises of registered premises
Class of premise registered premises at receiving a general
during the the end of inspection during
year the year the year
Offices 2 17 2
Retail Shops = 2 =
Wholesale shops,
Warehouses 3 L 3
Catering establishments
open to the publie,
canteens - L -
Fuel storage depots - - -
TOTALS ) 84 5

Number of Visits of all kinds

(including General Inspections)
to Registered Premises

71

ANALYSIS BY WORKPLACE OF PERSONS EMPLOYED IN REGISTERED PREMISES AT END OF

YEAR

Class of Workplace

Number of perscns employed

Offices 130
Retail Shops 189
Wholesale departments, warehouses 45
Catering establishments open to
the public 35
Canteens -
Fuel storage depots -
Total 399
Total Males 165
Total Femalea 254

254
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TABLE XIV

DETATLS OF ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED AND MEAT AND OFFALS CONDEMNED

ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED

Bulls Steers Cows Heifers Calves Pigs Sheep Total
5 148 32 72 b 390 1,698 2,349
DETAILS OF OFFAL CONDEMNED
Heads Lungs Hearts Livers Skirts Spleens Stomachs
1 “ 1 353 - = =
Udders Intestines Fats Plucks Kidneys Feet Tails
= - o 1 = = =
CARCASE MEAT CONDEMNED
Part Carcase Pork T 2
Whole Carcagse Mutton ... 1
Details of animals inspected and condemned:
Cattle Sheep
excluding Cowe Calves and Figs
Cows Lambs
Number of animals killed 225 32 i 1,668 390
Number inspected 225 32 4 1,698 390
All Diseases except
Tab osis
Wheole carcases condemned - - - 1 -
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 1l i - 26 7
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
diseages other than T.B. 6.22% 12.5% o 1.5% 1. 79%
Tuberculosis only
Whole carceses condemned - - - - -
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned - - = - =
Percentage of number
inspected affected with
Tuberculosis 0% % o o o%













