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The infant mortality rate has always been considered to be a good
jndieation of the soclal conditions of the area, Whers, however, the number
concernsd are small, fluctuations of no great significance are apt to coour
in the enmual infant death rate, and the progress made can be best judged
from & consideration of the quinquennial mortallty rates as shown in Table
IV. Comparative figures for the whole of the Administretive County are also
given in this Table.

Neo-Natal Mortality and Stillbirths

Nec-natal period is the term used to indicate the firat four weeks of an
infants 1ife. It will be seen from Teble II, Appendix A, that of the twelve
infants who died under the age of cne year; seven of these l.e. 58% di=d in
the first four weeks of life. This represents a nec-ratal gportallty rate of
2i, per 1,000 live births. Table III shows that of ihe seven neo-natal deaths
four ocourred within one dsy of birth.

Sti11births during the year totelled eleven, representing a stillbirth
rate of 36 per 1,000 total live and stillbirthe, Amongst the lactors
TEe ble for stillbirths and deaths in the first menth after birth, the
notrition and health of the mother during pregnency are now genarally regarded
ag the most importent, Wuch of this westage could be prevented by improved’
ante-natal care, and by further research into the, as yei, little kown causes
of prematurity and congenital abnormalities.

Comparative Tables

Table IV gives the mean rates over periods of flve years from 1900 -
1954 relative to live births and arude deaths in Bacup. It should he umder-
stood that there are certain statistical fallacies abiached Lo Ench
cosparisons. For example, the trend of the crude death rale over 2 pariod of
years for the same town can enly be regarded as a true index of local
conditions if the age and sex structure of the population has not altered.

SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Chief Oecupations

The shoe and slipper trades and ectton manufaciuring provide the chiefl
oceupaticns in the Borough, but 1ight engineering end quasrTying also give
employment to a nusber of people in the district. The eouctry is hilly and
there are many scattered hill farms with smell dairy hexds.

Housing

The hilly nature of the district has led in the past o the building of
mary back-to-back, back-to-land and basement dwellings, and the prevalence of
such a large proportion of these types of houzes, which to-dey cannot
generally spealcing be regarded as of a satisfactory standerd, has created &
difficult problem.

During 1956, the building of new houses proceeded but the progress was

rpther slow owing to financial costs. Several schemes, are, however, in the
process of development.
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Domiciliary Midwifery Service
During the year the domiciliary midwives attended live and stillbirtha.

ALl county midwives in practice in Bacup are qualified to administer
analgesia and in 1956 analgesia was administered in the home of 68. 8% of the

domiciliary confinements.

The sarvices of smsrgency cbstetrical units are awvailable from several
" hospitals in the neighbourhood, the nearest unit being stationed at Bank Hall
Maternity Hospital, Burnley. The essential role of these units is to provide
‘& resuscitation of domiciliary patients suffering from shock and too 111 to
- withstand the Journey to hospital. Detailed figpures of the work done by the
Baoup midwives are pglven in the follewing table :-

WORK CARRIED OUT EY
L.C.C. MIDWIVES IN BACUF AREA DURING 1956.

Number| Total live and still
of' births and miscarrisges} Cases in Visits Paid
mid- attendsd which
wives g analgesia
As As sdministered | Ante=| Delisd Puer- | Post-
midwife | matermity natal| veryperiun | natal| Total
nurees
2 321 Ly 83 50€ |354 | 2163 2 3025

Child Welfare Cenirs

A weskly welfare session was held at the Bacup Clindie throughout the
year, The totel mumber of attendances made by children amounted to 3529
this being B mere then in 1985,

The mumber of individual children attending however, was 507 as compared
with 525 in the previcus year. The table below shows that increasing
attendances in recant yearz have beén mainly due to inereases in the numbers of
older children attending. This trend is welcome.

ATTENDARCES AT BACTUP WELFARE CENTEE
ALL SESSIONS (INCLUDING DOCTOR'S SESSIONS)

Humber of individual Number of attendances
children attending by children at ages
at ages
No. of [Thder Under

Year|sessions | 1 1=2 | 2-4 Total £ 1-2 2=l Total

during year|years| years year| years | years

Fear
1981 5L 260 | 61 |102 L23% 2272 | 370 LB6 3128
1952 53 273 |71 |128 472 2300 | 387 L34 3122
1953 52 297 | 44 | 125 466 2912 | 478 549 3939
1955 52 in2 | 184 | 190 493 2677 | 584 583 JEhd

1955 51 168 | 1.3 |21 525 2,11 | 472 638 3521
1956 51 1 137 | 206 507 23,6 | L82 701 3523




Health Visiting Service

During the year health visitorz made 3501 individual visite to 1036
houses.

The health visitors also carry out the duties of school nurses, and
further information on the extent of their work will be foumd in the
following table :=

WORE CARRIED OOT EY
HEALTH VISITORS IN BACUP

Nunber of |Number of | Number of Number of maternity and Mumber of
individual homes achool child welfare other
visits visited clinica sesaicns attended sessiona
attended
1951 | 6484 3545 197 97 60
1952 | 6717 4155 206 8L 65
1953 | 6565 3854 16 108 Bl
1954 | 5392 1389 186 i23 ' 223
1955 | 5547 1307 201 140 134
1956 | 3501 1036 323 162 €5

Immmization and Vaceination

Immmisation againat diphtheris and vaccination against smallpox
econtinue to be practised regularly, and parents have the cholce of having
this protection for their children carried cut either by their own doctar
or at the Hochdale Road Clinie. Every sndeavour is made by the madical and
nursing staff to persuade parents to give their consent to these wvery
necessary and valuable preventive measures.

It iz pleasging to report that the numher of children in the most
important age group (2o far as imeundisation is concermed) i.e. those
children below the age of cnme year, who were given protection, roas from
LT to 101 during the year,

NUMEER OF IMMUNISATICNE PERFCRMED IN BACUP

Wusber of individuals who completed & full ;

course of primary imemumnisation during the period Reinforcements
Age at final indecticns Age group
Total Total Total

0= 1= | 2= | 3= | &~ under | 5- | 10~ | 5-14 | O= | 5= [10- |O-14
FI‘EI m-l FI‘B* ml FEI 5 Fﬂr wﬂ'! F-Hl Mi FI"E.| m! mi m-
1956

w01 48|21 | 6 |8 18 | 20 |11 31 | & | 215 |49 | Lo8
1955

47| 57| 37 | 16 |10 167 | 38 | 6 Ly | 51 | 165|138 | 354
1954

551 87| 65 | 11 |15 23 1 29l 50 | &4 | 15 |385 | Léu
1553

Blf 58|10 | 6| 9 16 | 17 | 6 23 | 59 | 259 | 166 | LBL
1952

112] 89| 22 | 15 |15 251 L7 & 53 29 | 176 | Wk LLZ
1951

54|160| 16 | 5 | & 239 | 25 | - 23 | 49 | 182|158 | 389
1550

22|125] 22 7| & 180 1l il 12 = &l - 83
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: NUMHEER (F VACCINATI(RS FERFIRMED IN BACUEF
FRIMARY VACCINATICNS BE-WACOTMNATTONS
Age in years Age in years
Inder Inceaz
1 d=l B=] 15~ Total 1 i-| 5= 13- Total
W | 17 15 3 e = - = 43 43
56 | 22 3 1 82 - - R 39 LD
351 15| 1 9 58 - - - 27 27
4, | 25| 29| 81 75 1 3 | 31| 222 257
112 [ LOB|1506 | 1330 | 3356 3 12 |i65 | 1245 1426
37| a7 8 B 70 - - - L6 L6
19 13 i 10 A3 3 X - 3 L1
Home Nursing

] Ihring the year under roview the Thoss Isouo mrses stiended 350 new
oAEas. The total mamber of viedis szowsted te 13,020 saorng a
substantial rise over the 1955 {igure,

Norses oomtinne to issue artlcles of wyelrg equipoent sz regudired,
free and on loan. Arreangements eos ia foves wiecehy in cases requiring
immadiate mereing attention o laaving hoeplisl = sessave ls passed by
telephone to the nurse concerned.

Further anelysis of their work will ke fowsd In the fellowlng teble :-

WORK. GARRIED OUT EY
DISTRICT WURSES IN BACUF -~ 1956

CASES ATTENDED VISITS MADE
n Books Hew Cases Ceses Remaining
Jlat Dec., attended completed an books
1955. 1956. 13586, 3lst Dec., || Routine | Casuel| Total
195'::'!'
103 330 345 az 13,735 190 | 13,929

Home Help Serviee

Applicants are required to contribute towsrds the cost of this service
accarding to the financial circumstances of the household, but most old age
peaneicners are given this servise free of charge.

Every effort is made to ensowrage the spirit of voluntary service
amengat relatives and reighbevrs, The foliowlng table summerises the work
done in 1956 and provides s comparison wiih the previcas ysars, It alsc
showa that the service, which bhas expended by leaps and bounds during
recent yeare, is now reaching its limit wmder presect comdiiions. This
ia genare]l within Health Divisien No. 13. Reepuftverd has always been
diffieult.

1l




NUMEER OF FAMILIES ASSISTED IN BACUP
1956, 1955. 1954, 1953, 1952,

1. Confinement at home 2 6 T 5 N}
2. Confinement away from homs o 0 o (4] 1
3. Tuberculosis 2 2 5 2 (8]
4. Sickmess other than tuberculosis 19 28 38 é i
5. 014 age and infirmity 110 97 61 76 42

133 133 111 89 53

Frevention of illness, care and after-care

The most valuable form of health education is undoubtedly that of a
perscnal and informal nature such as is carrled out by all membars of the
Health Services in the course of their day-to-day duties. In this fisld
the health visitar and the school doctor have infinite scope for heelth
teaching, In addition, propaganda is uszed as occasion arises and during
the year numerous leaflets, posterz and booklets have been distributed from
the elinie,

The happy relationship esteblished with the staffs of hospitals in the
area allows of eontimpity of treatment when persons are discharged from
hospital and come under the care of midwives, distriet mmrses, health visitors,
home helps or mental health workers.

Az part of their arrangements for Care and After-Care, the County Health
Committee hawve authorised that arranpgements be nade Tor Comralescent Home
Accommodation., During 1956, ten adult perscns were admitted from Bacup to
convalescent homes. For this service alsc applicants are reguired to contribute
according: to their means,

WORK CARRTED QUT BY
TUEERCULOSIS HEALTH VISITGR DURING 1956

During the year the chest clinic operated from Rossendale General Hospital,
where improved facilities were provided for patients. OSpecialized Health
Visitors in full co-gperation with the chest physician continue to supervise
patients in thelr homes.

Articles of sick room and sfter-care equipment are stored at convenisnt
centres and are available on loan from district nmurses and tuberculecsis health
visitors.

Ambulance Service

As regards the total number of cases conveyed and mileage covered, the
1956 figures show a continued increase over the previous year. The new
Station served not only Bacup, but also the adjoining districts of
Rawtenstall and Haslingden. The following table shows the work done by the

Bacup Ambulance Station :-

Ho. of Vehicles Cases removed during 1956 and
1956 mileage imvolved
Ambulances Cars Emergency Cases Non-Emergency GueJ
dealt with dealt with otal
No, | Mileage|
5 3 1374 29688 51062 | 217636

This mileage ineludes the transport of 4747 welfare cases ete., not included
under the other headings.
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Mental Hemlth Serviee

By virtue of the National Health Service Act, 1346, the Divisional
Health Committee is responsible for the ascertainment of mental ill health
end mental deficiency, for the commmity care of mental defectives by
statutory supervision or guardianship, and the provision of after-care for
peracne who have undergome treatment for menmtal illness. The duties relating
to the above service are undertalen om a divisicnal basis by Mr. E. B.
Williams, who funetions as duly authorised officer and Mrs., E., B, Burna, the
Mental Health Warker who has special responaibilities in regard to mental
defeotives.

There is no Occupation Centre for mental defectives within the Division,
but by arrangement with Health Diwvision 12, mental defectives from Bacup
attend Stubbins Oceoupation Centre near Hamsbottom.

School Health Services

Local co-crdinetion between the School Health Service and the other
health services of the County Council is sescured by reason of the fact that
your Medical Officer of Health, in his eapacity of Divisiconal Medieal Officer,
is required to mndertake duties as Seniecr School Medieal Officer within his
division including Bacup. Close integration in the field is achieved also
aince the Bacup health visitors also act as achool Mrses, so that continuous
contact with and supervision of children can be maintained from birth to the
end of achool life,

Laboratory Facilities

Tha bacterioclogical examination of milk, water and ice cream is now
carried out at the Public Health Laboratory at Monsall Hoaspital, Wanchester,
and this laboratory may also be used for the examination of specimsna of
faeces, urine, sputum, throat swabs, blood, ete. The laboratory attached to
Birch Hill, Bury General and cther local hpspitals, continue to carry out
bilp-chemical and other examinations for general practiticmers,

Clinie Sessions and Health Staff, Bacup.

In Appendix B will be found two tables which give detailed information
about sessions held at the Bacup Clinic and members of the Divisional Hepalth
8taff warking in the Bacup area.
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During the year the Mass Miniature Radiography Unit visited the tom.
A detailed resulf of the survey will be submitted when this is awvailgble, It
can be said here that the attendance was dissppointing. It was apperent that
the same enlightened and commmnity consclous persons were re-attending while
eany who had not been recently x-reyed - perheps some had never been
investigated - andopted the "ostrich" attituds which is of little value to
themselves, thelir femilies in particular, or the public in genmeral. GSuch an
attitude is barely understandable but certainly not acceptable and must be
countered by education and to a lesser degree by example.

Polionyelitis

There were no cases during 1956. Immmisation was made available for
the first time during the year., BSupplies of vaccine were limited and its use
was oonfined to specified age groups. There was a certain reluctance on the
part of many parents to "take the risk". 2015 children were eligible for
registration. Consent was given in 761 cases (33%). At the time of writing
that risk has been proved to be negligible and this is becoming widely
recigniszed.

Dysentery

My only comment abeut this and other food borne infections is that I do
not believe the figures aveilable. I am certain that many cases are not
notified and this conclusion, together with my views on the importance of
proopt notification, has been conveyed to those concerned.

e oo s e e o












~ Banitary Inspecticn of the Area

Many of the owners of small cottapge property still complain bitterly
that the rents received do not allow for the increased cost of bullding
materials and labour, and the efforts required to enforce statutory notices
‘and informal notices requiring repairs, remains a major problem in the
‘department.

Thias preblem is one which is not easy of sclution and although ne
relaxation can be condoned, the economie difficulties of the ownerz of =mall

- cottage property cbviously present themselves.

; The statemsnt in Table IX, Appendix D, shows the number and nature of
the inspectionsmade.

(B) HOUSTNG

The bullding of new houses continues and new sites are in the course of
preparation end completion. The housing problem is one which requires constamnt
attention, and whilst every endeavour is made to keep the old houses weathsr

y and in a reascnable state of repalr, the work done is often not
suffieient to render the old houses in all respsects fit for habitation. Im
addition, the lack of amenities in mumercus back-to-beck houses is & matter
of seriocus comoern,

The Couwncll proceeded with the bullding of new houses, 10 being completed
by the Local Authority, and more houses will sheortly be ready for occoupation.

It is difficult to assess the extent of overcrowding in the Borough in
the absence of a proper s y but it is lnmown that scome overarowmling
exists.,

Table XII, Appendix D, gives detaile of the new houses provided and also
the action teken with regard to wnfit dwellinghouses,

The Health Committee saw fit to make Closing Orders in respect of houses
which were wnf'lt for habitation and are therefore getting rid of the worst
living conditions in the Borough.

(C) INSPECTION AND SUFERVISION

Milk Supply

The responsibility for the supervieion of farms and the production of
milk having passed to the Ministry of Agrioulture and Fisheries, the main
ef the Leocal Authority was in connection with distributors of milk, and

the registration of milk distributors, dairies or milk shops.

Food Hygiens

Routine visiis were made during the ysar toc the premises in the Borough
where ice cream is manut'actured and the 65 premises where ice cream is sold
by retail only.

The bulk of the ice cream which is sold in the town is mamifactured by
parscna who have premizes cutside the Borough and little difficulty was
experienced with this commodity. Much of the ice cream sold is now prepacked.

There was no case of food poisoning during the yesr and details of the
food condemmed and surrendered are given in Table XIV, Appendix D.

Blaughterhcuses
The Local Authority granted licences in respect of three slaughterhouses

wifhin the Borough during 1956, and the three slaughierhouses now appear to
be cperating satisfactarily.






AFFENDIX A
STATISTICAL AND SO0IAL CONDITIONS
TAELE 1.

HEGISTRAR GENERAL'S HETURI
FOR THE YEAR 1956.

CAUSES OF DEATH

:

GROUP CAUSES OF DEATH

Tubsrenlosis HRespiratory
Tubsrculosis other forms

Syphilitic disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

Meningococeal infections

Acute poliomyelitis

Measles

Other infeetive and parasitic diseases
Malignant neoplasm, stomach
Malignant neoplasm, lung end bronchus
Malignent necplasm, breast

Malignent neoplasm, uterus

Other malignant and lymphatie IHDPI.E.EIIIJ.B
Leukaemia and aleukasemia

Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary disease, angina
Hypertensicn with heart disease
Other heart diseases

Other circulatory diseases

Influenza

Pneumonia

Eronchitie

Other disesses of respiratory systen
Uleer of stomach and ducdenum
Gastritis, enteritis and disrrhoea

Nephritis and nephrosis

Hyperplagis of proatate
Fregnancy, childbirth and abortion

Congenital malformations

Other defined and ill-defined diseases
¥otor wvehicle accidents

A1l cther accidents

Buicide

Homicide and operaticns of war
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TAELE II

INFANTILE MORTALITY - 1956.

Cause of death Under Total
1 | 1| 2| 3| 4| 5] 6| 7| 8] 9| 10| 11| under
month 1
year
Pneumonia (Eroncho) 1 1
Pneunonia (Aspiration) 1 1
Prneumonia (Primary) 1 1
Asphyxis L1 2
Atelectasis of lungs 1 1
Congenital heart disease 1 1
Prematurity 2 2
Cerebral haemcrrhage
and prematurity 2 2
Toxaemia snd
Intussussception 1 1
T 1) 1] @y 0] 1] 1] 1] o o o] o) 12
TABLE IIT
HEQ-NATAL MORTALITY - 1956.
Cause of death Under 7 |1
1 2 3 b 5| 6 |to |to
day | days | days| days|days|days| 13 |20
days| days| Total
Pneumonia (Broncho) 1  §
Atelectasis of lungs 1 1
Congenital heart disease 1 1
FPrematurity 2 2
Cerebral hasmorrhage
and prematurity 1 1 2
L O 2 o 8] 1 o Q 7
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(&)

AFFENDIX D,

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES

SANTTARY INSFECTION

TAEIE IX

INSFECTION (F DWELLINGHOUSES

Total houses inspected under Public Health and Housing Acts
Total number of inspections made

(Consolidaticn) Regulaticns
Visits after Infectiocus Diseases
Humber of houses found to be not in all respescts reascnably fit
Defects found
Defects remedied
Notices served (Preliminary)
Re-inspections re notices served
Visits to houses re Closing Orders
Visits to housesz re Clearsnce lreas

FHEMISES CONTROLLED HY EYELAWS AND REGULATICHS

Offensive Trades
Marksts

FACTORIES, WORKSHOFS AND WORKFLACES

Pactories
Food Premizes

MISCELLANECTS

Rats and Mice Destruetiom
Shops

Drainage

Colour tests applied to drains
Visits re private water supplies
Ice cream shopa

Food inspections

Petroleum stores inspected
Publie Mortuary

Public Sanitary Conveniences
Vieits re Conversion to closets
Visits re disinfection
Diginfestation of premises
Verminous premises

Interviews with owners
Cleansing visits

0ld Metal Dealers

Aged and Infirm pecple

Housing applications

Visits re Housing Act (Closing Orders)
Visits re Elaughterhouses

Visita re Certificates of Disrepair
Slaughtermen's Licences

Food Preparing Rooms

Visits re Improvement Grants

Fet Animals Act

Houses inspected (Slum Clearance)

27

210
280

85

65
210
266
266
127
221

22
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TABLE XT

FACTCRIES ACTS, 1937 and 1948,

1., INSFECTIOR FOR PURPCSES OF FROVISIZ AS TO HEALTH
Premizes Mumber NUMEER
on Wiritten | Occupiers
Reglzter| Inspections| NMotices | Prosecuted
(1) FPactories in which
Sections 1,2,3,4 and
6 ean be enforced by
Local Authorities 19 0 o o
(2) Pactories not included
in (1) in which Section
7 is enforced by the
Logal Authority 16l 11 5 0
183 11 5 0

2. CASES IN WHICH DEFECTS WERE FOUIND

Particulars

liumber of cases in which defacts were found

Found

Renedied
_TCI H. M #
Inspector

Heferred

By H.H,

Inspector

Want of Cleanliness
Overcrowding
Unreascnable Temperaturs
Inadequate Ventilation
Ineffective drainage of floora
Sand tary Conveniences -

(a) Insufficient

(t) Unsuitable or defective

(e) Not separate for sexes

Other offences against the Act

I £ 1

TOTAL

19

29

Prosecutions
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¢ Prooeedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing
Act, 1936
(1) MNumber of dwelling houses in respect of which Demolition
Orders were zade
{E]I Fumber of dwelling houses demclished in pursusnce of
Demolition Orders Q
D. Procsedings under Section 12 of the Housing Aet, 1936
(1) Number of tenement or underground rooms in respesct of
which Closing Orders were made 15
{E} Number cf separste tenement or wmdergrommd rooms in respect
of which Closlng Orders were determined, the tenemernis o
rooms heving been rendsred fit o
L. Housing Act, 1936, Part IV - Overcrowling :-
A. Kumber of new cases of overcrowding relieved during the
Faar 8]
B. (1} lNusber of cases of overcrowding relieved durdng the
year a
{2} Nusber of perscns ooncerned in such canes {exact
details of overcrowding - not knowm) 0
5. Houaing Act, 1949 :-
(1) MNumber of schemes submitted :-
én} By private individuals 19
b) By Local Authority to the Ministry 1
(2) Number of awelling hcuses affected 22
B, 1l) Number of achemes finally approved 19
2) HNumber of dwelling houses affected 20
3) HNumber of additionsl separate dwellings provided 4]
NIIX SUPFLY
TARLE XIII
Supplementary Licences for Distribution of Tuberculin Teated Milk L
Licences imsued to Retail Distributors of "Pasteurised" Milk e
Idoenoss issued to Reteil Distributors of "Sterilised" Milk o
ANALYSIS (OF MILK SANFLES WHICH HAVE EEEN
EXAMINED INRING THE YEAR
Methylene Elue | T.B. |T.B, | No. of samples|# Un-
Ho. of | S8atis- |Unsatls-| Foszi-|Nega-|Satis-| Unsatis-| satig=-
Sa'les | factory|factary | tive |tive |fac'y | factory | factory
Producers
Retailers
within the 22 16 [ o 22 15 & 27.2%
area (Raw Milk)
Pasteurised 2 2 o 0 2 2 0 o
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TARLE XV
Details of animals slaughtered and meat and offals condemned,
ANIMATS SLAUGHTERED

Bulls Steers Cows Heifers Calves Sheep Figs Total
11 269 85 308 L6 2520 268 3507

DETATLS OF OFFAL CONDEMNED

Heads Lungs Hearts Livers ©Skirts ©Spleens Stomachs
26 Th 8 1o, 6 7 6
Udders Intestines PFats FPlucks Kidneys Feet Tails
7 3 12 5 9 16 L

CARCASE MEAT CONDEMIED

Whole Carcase Beef ... 3

Part Carcase Beef aln 6

Whole Carcase Fork A 1

Fart Carcase Pork Ty 1

TABLE XVI
Details of animals inspected and condemmed :-
Cattle Sheep
Excluding | Cows | Calves and Figs
Cows Lambs
Humber of animals killed tats] a5 L& 2520 268
Number inspected 538 85 L& 2520 268
All Diseases excepl
ozis

Whole Carcases condemned - - - - -
Darcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 76 20 - 26 &
Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
diseases other than T.B. 12.9% | 23.5%| - 1% | 2.3%
Tuberculoais enly
Whole Carcases condemned 3 - - - 1
Carcases of which some part
er organ was condemmed 37 19 = - 10
Parcentage of number
inspected affected with
Tuberculosis B.8% | 22.4%| - - 4,1%
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