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Infant Mortallity

There were ten deaths of infanis under one year of age in 1553,
equivalent to a mortality rate of 32 per 1,000 live births, compared
with eight such deaths and a rats of 28 in 1952, The corrcsponding
figure for England and Wales in 1955 was 26,8 and for the 160 smaller
*owns, 24.3, as will be scen from Table IV. Appendix A.

The infant mortality rate has always peen considered to be a
good ipdication of the sociml concition of the area. ‘here, however,
‘the numbers concerngd are small, ~iuetuntions of no great significance
are apt te occur in ine annual infant dsath rate, and thc progress made
can best be judged from & consiceration of the guinguennial mortallty
rates as shown in Table V. Oomparative fipures Tor the whole of the
Administrative County are also given in this Table.

fieo-Natal Mortality end 5tillbirths

. Weo-Natal period is the term used to indicate the first four
weske of an infants life. I% 7ill be seen from Table II, Appendix fiy
$hat of the ten infants who died under the age of one.yoar, six of
these 1.8. 606, died in the first four veeks of life. This represents
a neo-natal mortality rate of 19 per 1,000 live births. Table III shows
that of the six neso-naial deathe one occurred within oune day of birth.

Stillbirths during the year totalled thirteen, representing a
gtillbirth rate of 40 per 1,000 total live and still births. Amongst
the factors ocsponsible for stilibirths, and deaths in the first month
after birth, the nutrition snd health of the mother durdng pregnancy
is now senerally regarded 4as the most important. Much of this wastage
gould be prevented by improved ante-natol carc, and by further rescarch
into the, as yet, little known causes of prematurity and congeni tal
abnormelitics.

Comparative Tables

_ Attention is dpawm to Tables IV and V in Appendlx A, which
enables certair comparisons to be made. Table IV comprises provisiocnal
figures based on the quarterly peturns of the Registrar General., Table
¥V gives the mean rates over periocds of five yesrs from 1900 - 1549
relative to live births and arude dezths in Bacup. It should be
understood that there are certaln statistical fallacies attached to such
eomparisons. For example, ihe trend of the erude aceath rate over a
period of years for the seme town can only be regarded as & true index
‘of local conditions if the age and SeX structure of the population has
not altered.

S0CIAL CONDITICNS

Chief Occvpations

The ghos and slipper trades and cotton mamifacturing provide the
chief cccupations in the Borough, but light engincering ana gquarrying
aleo give cmployment to a number of poople in the district. The country

E;

is hilly snd there are many secattersd nill Tarms with smell dairy herds.

Morbidity

Through the courtesy of the Wanager of the loecal office of the
Hational Insurance, which cover the Borough of Bacup and the district
of Shawforth, the weekly figures of ncw plaims to sicknesa benefits
during 1953 have been made available, and 1t is hoped that analysis and
compar-gon of these figures from year to year will provide some uselful
information sbout the general health of ths population.












SECTION II
GLUERAT, WHOYISION OF HRALTH CERVICLE
200 THE ASEA

ARy review of the gencral provision of health services for the
area should of necessity cover 2ll three branches of the Hational Health
Service. ©Lack of space, hovever, precludes more than a brief mention of
twao of these, nemely, the Zenersl Medical P?ﬂctitioner[ahd Dental ete. )
Sarvices, and the Hospital and Speeialist Scrvices, so that this section
will be confined mainly to & review of the heelth services provided by
the Local Health Authority, i.e. by the Lancashire County Council.

Certein of these loeal scrviees were previous to 5th July, 1948,
thﬁ ragponsibility of the Sorou.h Councll and it is realiscd that your
own Health Committee (and indced the Council as a whole) are still deeply
interested in the personal health ecrvices proviced for the iphapltants
‘of the town. The day-to-day administration of theese services is now the
‘rasponeibility of Divisional nealth Committce Ho. 13, on which the Bacup
Borough Couneil is reproccontad,

The eavirommental health services are, ol course, siill under
your own control but, as your icdical OfTlcer of Health is alsc Divisional
Medieal Officer, co-ordination locszlly of the whole of the Public Health
Bervice is assured.

Notification of 3irths

It is & reguirement of tuetion 203 of the Public Henlth Act,
1536; that every birth shcll be notified to the Medienl Officer of Hezlth
of the Paelfare Authority for the =rez in wvhich the birth takes place,
S8ince the iliatlonal Health Scrvice Act, 1946, come into operation,
arrangements have been made for cvery birth notificuation to be sent to
the Divisional Hedical Officer, as this method grestly foecilitates the

t visiting of new-born infants and their mothers by the health

wigitore in the area. During 1953 there were 515 births and 135 still-
birtha régistered as belonging to mothers normally reeident in Bacup.

Ante-Natal Clinic

During 1955 weekly ante-notal ses sions were held at the Bacup
Zldndce and ware sttended each vweek by the local llidwives snd a Health
Vieitor, while Dr. Fecoy, the Assistant DI vifiau-l Hediecal Officer,
attended every second week. The total attendanccs made by expectant
mothers were scmewhoat hizher than the figure for 1952.

Facilities are now available for specimens of blood %o be
taken from expcctant mothers at the ante-natal clinic. Routine blood
grouping, haemoglobin e=ztimations, listing for the Rh, factor and the
¥eesorman reaction are carriea out on all new cases, and copies of the
reports are sent to the general proctitioners.

The following table gives a summary of the attendances during

1953 :=-
ATTENDANCES AT
BACUP ANTE-ATAL CLINIC DURINCG 1953.
Humber of attendances at Scesions: .
Humber of Humber of conducted by -
Sesslons Individuzl .;}awives
during year Jomen i Health
attending Consultants |A.D.M.O's | Visitors | Total
during year ctce
43 226 - ' 265 175 L4o
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ftﬂealth Visiting Service

During 1953 the two health vieitors in Bacup did much valuable
work and they were able to devote more of their time to home visiting.
It is in the home that the healih visitors can render such valusble
aseistance to young and harrassed mothers and once acecepted by the
neighbourhood, the "nurse® bescomes the trusted friend and advisor of the
whole household. During the year they made 6565 individual visits,
visiting 3854 homes.

The heslth visitorsalso carry out the duties of school nurses,
and further information on the cxtens of their work will be found in the
following table =

WORK CARHILD OUT BY
HEALTH VISITCRES IH BACUP

umper of | qumber of

Huaher of Child Ante=natal
Number of | Number of | School velfare and Post- Humber of
Individual Homes Clinies sessione | natal Clinics other
- Visits Vislted | Attended {ttended Attended Scesions

Exi)
1952 6717 L4155 206 | 9 25 65
1951 6L4BL 3545 197 Th 23 60
1953 6565 3850 5 164 + T5 J 33 | 8L
; i i i

Immunisaticon and Vacecination

Immunisaticon against diphiaseria end vaceination agginat small-
pox continue to be practised regularly, and parents have the choice of
having this protection for their chiliren carried out either by their
own doctor or ab the Rochdale koad Clinic. Ivery endeavour is made by
the medical and nursing staff to persucde parents to give thelr consent
t0 these very necessary and yaluable priventive measures,

The numper of wveccinations earricd out reflescts the work done
in econnection with the cases of smallpox which occurred during the early
part of the yecar.

As will be scen from the table b:low, 187 children completed
“the full course of primary immanisation, wiile 484 received reinforcement
injeetions. The decrcmse in primary immunicoticns 1s more epparent than
real in sc far as it is due to the new methyd o recording introduced
by the County.

WRBER OF IAEUNISATIOCNS PLRPORILD I BACUP

Fﬂmﬂber of Imdividuals who completed a full ;
course of primary immunisation during the period) Reinforcements

Lge at final injections Age Group
| Total Total | | Total
0- 1 1-| 2-| 35— | L- |under | 5- 110-}5-14 G 0-{ 5-|10-| 5-14
(VEB: | FI'S:| ¥I'S: | JTE | FT'Ba| 5 ¥PBaf Frs: |¥yrs.] yre. iyrs. NI'Ba) YTBa. VIB.
1953 7
BL 58| 10t 6f 9| a6k | 27 | 6| 23 |59 |259 | 166 |ubL
1952
112 | 89 | 22 | 13 { 15| 251 L7 6| 53 29 (176 | 14k | 449
1951 ! |
EciaGo ) a6 | 8§ L4 239 | 25 -4 23 Hug 1182 {158 | 389
1950 1 | 1 e
P28 1ags . ep i L 180 2 by A O T 1 - | 83 - 1 83

11.






WUMBER O0F VACCINLATIONS FPLRTOBIED IN RLCUP

| PRI ARY VACCINATIONS Ra~VACCLIATIONS
! Age in years Age 1n Years ;
Unaer ' TR Under | i i {
1 1= |5- | 15- [Tutml WX i1 | 5= | 15= | Total !
1955 P.i by | 25] o5f 8| 179 1 | 3| m | 22| 257
Bl a | e2] 20 75| A 1 ! 2] 30 205 | 242
L i i
1952 P.| 112 | 408 | 1506 | 1330 | 3356 R I 166 1245 | 1426
8.| 100 | 397 | 1478 | 1308 i 3283 1 | 8 | 159 1172 1342
| | i
el 37 | 17| 8! &) qo0 - |- A 6| L6,
S 35 16 8 | 8, 674 = | - 38 38 |
I: i : 1 1
1850 P.| 19 | 13 o T S R I T T - v S
s 17 12 1 21 e S L e =R 27 §
P. Performed. i 8. Buccessful.

Home Nursing

. With the continued pressure on the general practitioners and
hospital services, the need for domiciliary nursing has tended to
inereage. During the year under review the three Bacup nurses attended
278 new cases and the total number of visits amounted to 10563,

Hursee contimie to issue articles of nursing equipment as
regquired, free and on loan. Arrvangements are in force vhereby in cases
roguiring impediate nursing attention on leaving hospital a mecsage is
paséed by telephone to the nurse concerncd.

_ Farther analysie of thelr work will be fouwud in the followlng
table :-

0 CANRTIED OUT BY
DISIRICT MNUxsnd I AnWCUP - 1953

CABES ATTENDED H VISiTs LADE

%m_bubka New Ceses | GCases ol books |
318t Dec., attended !cnnpl&tadi Sle%t Dec., |
1953 1953 1953 | 1953 |

| Remeining
L}
1

Houtine | Casual] Tofal

o . 5
B N e e

!
i
I
]
"
I

78 278

274 83 10488 [ 75 | 10563

—

Home Help Bervice

This sarvice ig designed primarily to ceal with emerpgency
gapes, ready to glve assistance to families with young children so that
the breadwinier may return to works During the year there was & notice-
able inerecee in the demand for domestie help from the chronic sick, and the
aged and infirm, In these cases help i& requirec almost continuwously or
aver a long poeriod of time, so thet cost tende te become the limlting
factor. Applicants are reguired to contribute tovards the cost of this
gervice according to the finaneial ecircumstsnces > the household, but
moet old age pensioners sre given this scrvice Irie of charge.

The recruitment of houe helps, though =till presenting some
difficulty, has shown definite inpreovenent over the pasgt year. Lvery
effort ie uade to encourage the spirit of wvoluutery scrvice amongst
relatives and neighbours. The follovwing table summarises the work done
in 1953 and provides & coupariscn with the previous ycars.

12,
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Sgni tary Inspection of the Area

Many of the owners of small cottage property still complain
terly that the rents recelved do not allow for the inereased cost of
1ilding materials ond labour, and the efforts precuired to enforce
‘statutory notieces =nd infopmel notices requiring repairs, remains & ma jor

roblem in the depertment.

Thie problem is one wnich 18 not easy of solution and although
‘pelaxation can be condoned, the €COOOLLC difficulties of the owners of
cottage property obviously present themselves.

jhe Statement in Table &, Appendix D shows the nunber and nature
: inepectiore nade.

HOUELNG
 The building of new houses eontinues and new sites are in the
of preparation and complation. The housing problem ie one vhich
constant attention, and whilet every endeavour 1s made to keep
old houses weather proof, &nd io o rensoneble state of repair, the
. qone is often 0ot sufficient to rencer the old housus in all respecis
- habitation. 1In padition, the lack of cmsnities in numerous
—back houses is a matter of scrious conNcerls

i The Council proceeded with the building of new housSes, 11k
& completed by the Local authority, ond many more housés will shortly

‘peady for cccupciloil.
Ten new houses were erscted by orivate enterprisc.

It is difficult to assess the extent of overcrowding in the
s in the absence of a propor survey, but it is known that some

srowding exiets.

pradl o, ‘Table XIII, Appendlx D, -ives actails of the new houses provided
apd also the action taken with regard 1o unfit dwellinghousecss

5 It i noteworthy that the Healih Committee saw fit to make
Closing Orders in respect of houses winich were unfit for habitation and
‘are therefore getting rid of the worst living concitions in the Borough.

(C) INSPECTION AND SUPLRVISION
Milk Supply

TN The responsibility for the sun pvision of farms and the
production of milk having passed Lo the iinistry of Airiculture and
' Tigheries, the main duty of tho Local Authority was in connection with
‘aistriputors of milk, anc the pogistration of milk clstributors, dairies
or milk shops.

Food Hyglene

. Routine vieits were made durling th
ﬂﬁ?uugh where ice cream is manufnctured and
eream is sold by retail only.

The bulk of the lee cream whieh ig sold in the town is

| manufactured by persons who hove premiscs outside the Sorough and little
| @ifficulty wes experlenced with this commodity. Much of the lece cream

sold is now prepacked.

One case of food poisoning occurred during the year and details
of the food condemned and surrendered Lre ziven in Teble AV, Appendix De

¢ year Lo the premiscs in the
the 5l premises where ice

Food and Druge Act = Baombling

Uncer the provisicans of the zed, the Local Authority sct as a
food and druge authority, gamples of milk and other fooas being teken at
various times through the yeat.

Tor detzils see Table XVI, Lppendix De.
i 20,













o APPENDIX A

STATISTICAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS

TAELE

1.

REGISTRAR GENERAL'S RETURN

FOR THE YEAR 1953

CAUBEES OF

DEATH

GROUP CAUSES OF DEATH

- - =
o S T e

FEMALES

TOTAL

Tuberculosis Respiratory «s ++¢ oo
Tuberculosis other forme e« o» o
E:.'philitlﬂ disease .. e we . & W
Di?hthﬁl‘iﬂ . ' w s ww . .
Whooping Cough .. .. s wn e (R
Meningococcal infectionB. ss s s.
Acute Poliomyelitis.. T e -
Meagles.. -w . - a5 aw ' ..

-

W

L]

-

Other infective and parasitic diseases..

Malignant neoplasm, stomachs es s

Malignant neoplasm, lung =snd bronchus ..

Eﬂlignﬁnt ‘ﬂﬂnplﬂ&m, breasts . - ..
Malignant neoplasm, UtErUS.s o« s

Other malignant and lymphatic neoplasms

Leukaemia and Aleukaemif «s a3 ==
Diabetes. - e s as ww . .
Vascular lesions of nervous systems.
Coronary disease, angina. «s ss s
Hypertension with heart disedscs. ..
Other heart disScaseS:s «+ s 235 s
Other circulatory discaseB.s s 1
InPIUENZE as «s a2 ss 28 23 =»
Pneumonia .. . s e ww . .
EronchitiB s 42 ss =3 sss 23  ss
Other diseases of respiratory system
Ulcer of stomach and Auodenum «. 8
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoef..
Hephritis and HephroSiSes ss =1 =s
Hyperplasia of prostaoti.s ow . -
Fregnancy, childbirth and abortichi.
Congenital malformations s ee oo

= @

LY

L ]

L]

O

Other defined and ill-defined discases..

Motor wvehicle accidentBS.. so ss o
A1l other accidents, . . wa . = %
Euiﬁiﬂ.ﬂ-- .. - - R - -
Homicide and operations of Warls. «.

& @
- "
- -

L

= L (=
oFFoofFfFoQWoOoOFWHFOODOO OO

(O R Nal L NLE

H
oOFFHEQQN

[
NMEFEOoOFRFESODOROHE

na -
(Wl Vo LTE L LTl b ® LR Nl ol ol

[
SOEMmMHEEHO O

fud
FH=IMOOOOOKHHW

Hin L]
FooHRGREHFWENEFE OGN

1]

%)
L B e s Woe d il B )

ALL CAUSLES

155

120

253

22







TABLE II.
INFANTILE MORTALITY = 1953
Cause Under Total
of 1 i 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 under
Death Month 1
year
Broncho-
Pneumonia 1 B e e e M e it e L o
Prematurity 2 - = = = m om om om = = o= >
Gastro
Lobar Pneumonia - - = =1 = = = = = - = 1
Atelectasis 1 - = = = = = = m - = - 1
Uﬁﬂm of Brain 1 - = = — = - - - == - = 1
Cerebral
Haemorrhage 1 - - = om m om o= o= o= = o=
Acute Bronchitis - = mm] = = = & = = = = 1
[ - 1 1 1 = = 1 = = - 1 10
TABLE III.
NEO-HATAL MORTALITY - 1953
i 1L 20
Cause Under to to to
of ], i 2 3 L 5 6 13 20 28
eath Day Day Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Days Thtalf
Broncho-
eumonia - - - - - - - 1 - - 1
rematurity : - 1 - - - - - - - 2
telectasis 1 - - - - - - - = — 1
Cerebral
Haemorrhage - - 1 - - - - - - - 1
|Cedema of Brain - - - - = 1 - - = = 1
2 = 2 - - 1 - 1 - - B

23
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TABLE IX

INFECTIOUS DISEASES (Excluding Tuberculosis)
HCOIIFIED DURING 1955

NO. OF CASES NOTIFIED
Eigzé AGE PERICDS - YEARS :ﬂi
all | ; | ! e |85 {
ages | Un'p| 1-|2-|3-| 4~ 5—.1D-:15-!ED-FjJ-iLJ":HnL l
1] 2| 3] & 5|10/15 {20 |35 |45 |65 |over |
BEALIDOX es so o 2 - -,._..,_I_i_l..i...:p;; = :
Searlet Pever .. .. 13 - i (=t iy | R 5?_5 ! = = : = i = i
Diphtheriaese +¢ o - i) A R e ) R R IR (R { o t
Enteric Pever .. .. - -l ==l -l--1-1-]-1-1- |
Paratyphoid Fever = | B L S N N _!_=_:_’;h
HEaR1eE. oa «e o || L9 S o T T S ) (P B P
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SANLTARY INGFEGTION
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- TAHLE XII
FACTORIEE ACTS, 1937 and 1938

1. INSPECTION FOR PURPOSES OF PROVISION A5 TO hEALTH

FiEEBER
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