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only 473 births, that is a decrease of 517. There are many

reasons for this decline, amongst which the more prominent
are the keener competitions in all walks of life ; the love of
pleasare, and the increased responsibilities of family life.
In regard to our own Borough, which is industral, we have
had about three years of short time in ounr staple trade.
Hundreds of families have had only three or four days’ work
per week, and in many families the severest economy must
have been exercised in order to enable them to pay their
way ; so that any increase in the family would have put a
greater strain upon their limited income. The bad state of
the Cotton trade has been borne with much patience. When
we compare the natural increase in Bacup in 1878, when the
excess of births over deaths was 335, against the very small
increase of 104 for 1910, it 1s manifest that we are not in-
creasing as rapidly as is desirable.

DEATHS.

The deaths registered in the Borough were 349. Males
158, females 191, equal to a gross annual death rate of 13-92
per 1,000. The corrected deaths were 369—males 169,
females 200, equal to an annnal corrected death rate of 14:72
per 1,000. There were 20 deaths of residents outside the
Borongh, viz.: Haslingden Workhouse, 17; Rochdale In-
firmary 2; Manchester Royal Infirmary, 1. The death rate
for England and Wales for 1910 was 13-4 per 1,000.

The following table gives the nett mortality from all
causes at the subjoined ages :—

Deaths under 1 year ... & . 5{}2_ 74
yy above 1 year and under 5 years ... 24
20

" " 9 " " 15 Tl wen

1 1 15 1 " 29 ’" e 295
1 1 25 T 1" 65 " ... 162 i

yy at 63 years and upwards QBJ

—_———

Total ... ... 369
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From this table it will be seen that Exemption Certifi-
cates have been granted in increasing numbers every year
since 1902. During the present year the number granted is
the same as in the previous year. Only 201 successful vac-
cinations are recorded, which are less by 33 than the
exemption certificates for 1910. In 1903, when there was a
Smallpox outbreak, there was a great increase in Vaccinations,
Amongst those anxious to be vaccinated were some of the
exempted ones. In that year 494 were successfully vaccin-
ated. All over the Country the proportion of unvaccinated
children is on the increase. In some districts over 50 per
cent. are unvaccinated. If an ontbreak of Smallpox were to
oceur, it is very probable that we should have a large number
of cases. The unvaccinated children would contract the
disease very readily, and it is quite possible that our Hospital
at Sourhall would be far too small to cope with the
emergency. The disease is highly infectious. In recent
epidemics, some cases have been so mild as to be overlooked
or mistaken for Chickenpox. During the last 13 years there
have been 1,720 Exemption Certificates. Such a large
number of unvaccinated persons would be a serious menac
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to the Borough if Smallpox shounld ocecur, and even were
they anxions to be vaccinated, some considerable time would

be 1'Eq_uired for the Medical men to vaccinate so lﬂ.l'ge a
number.

CHICKENPOX.

This disease has been notifiable since 1903. During this
year 45 cases were nofified, no deaths resulting ; Thirty Four
patients had been vaccinated and 11 unvaccinated. No cases
were notified of adult persons. In the case of an adult
contracting this disease, extreme precautions are taken, for
the mild forms of Smallpox and Chickenpox are in some
cases very difficult to differentiate,

SCARLET FEVER.

There were 89 cases notified, and 2 deaths were registered.
The death-rate was 008 per 1000; the case mortality 2:25
per cent. There were 5 cases notified in January, Febrnary 23,
March 37, April 14, May 5, June 2, and July 3 cases. After
July there was no case notified for the remainder of the year.
I have never known the Borough to be free from Scarlet
Fever for so long a period. The disease was of a mild type,
with a very low mortality. All the cases were treated at
home, as we have no Isolation Hospital, the results are
satisfactory. The type of the disease is much milder than
in bygone years. In my report for 1886 I recommended the
“ Inunction of Carbolised Oil,” the advantages were, it
allayed the irritation of the skin, the patient slept better,
the peeling stage hastened, probably lessening the infectivity ;
and the short duration of illness minimising the risk of
complication. For 25 years the Corporation has supplied
Carbolised Oil gratis. If all cases were treated in the early
stages of the disease, the risks of infection would be very
greatly lessened and the mortality would be very low. In
recent years medical men have been treating cases of Scarlet
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REMARKS ON OTHER DISEASES.

Tusercurosis: Paruisis is that form of Tuberculosis
which is readily transmitted to others, other forms are not.
During the year 1910 there were 23 deaths from Phthisis.
This is a great increase on the previons year when there
were only 14 deaths, giving a death-rate of 056 per 1000.
The death-rate for 1910 was 092 per 1000. Since Dr.
Koch'’s discovery in 1882, we know that apart from the
Tubercle Baeilli there can be no Tubercular disease.
We also know what are the predisposing causes, which
favour the development of the disease. In recent years
there has been a decrease in the mortality The public have
in many ways been informed what are the causes and
methods of prevention.  Diseases of the Diarrheeal and
Typhoid type are generally associated with the impurity and
contamination of our water and milk supplies. Very much
has been done in regard to lessening these diseases. In
regard to Phthisis and Respiratory diseases, these diseases
are prevalent where impure and filthy air exists. Until
something is done to lessen the smoke in our great centres
of industry, we shall have to pay the penalty in sickness and
death. We strongly urge the *“ Open Window " for our bed-
rooms, but the air, especially in winter is so heavily charged
with soot &e., that one third of the sunshine is shut out, and
consquently we suffer very much from the depredations of
disease germs which are destroyed by solar light, and its
disease destroying effects on disease germs. One has only to
compare the number of deaths from Phthisis and Respir-
atory diseases in our filth-laden air in our Lancashire
Manufacturing towns, with the towns on our Sea Coasts to
see what a great contrast the effects of atmospheric conditions
make. It is due to a very large extent to the fact that they
have 40 to 50 per cent more of sunshine and far purer air to
breathe.  Electricity will probably do much to improve
conditions, and (we hope that it will not be in the distant
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were thoronghly cleaned and disinfected. © The Town Clerk
was instructed to send letters to the Cotton Manufacturers
in the Borough, stating the above facts and snggesting that
on the grounds of cleanliness and the prevention of the
spread of infectious diseases, that the shuttles should be
cleaned at regular intervals and thus prevent the shuttle
from being a disease carrier. No shuttle should be used
by another weaver before being disinfected. When two per
sons are using the same shuttles, as tenters or learners a
Mechanical Shuttle Threader should be made compulsory.
Also that the Sanitary Inspector would disinfect all shuttles
which have been used by weavers suspected to be suffering
from Phthisis.

We have seen several Mechanical Shuttle Threaders
which can be successfully used by the weavers. the cost of
which would not be a heavy tax on the manafacturers. The
only ideal is the abolition of ** shuttle-kissing.” This is the
only efficient safe-gnard against 3 kinds of risks to which the
weaver is exposed by the present system viz:- (1) Dust
Diseases, due to inhaling and sucking of dust and fluff of the
cotton, wool, linen, silks, ete. (2) Irritant and Toxic disease,
due to the chemicals used in sizing materials, some have
mechanical, irritant, and toxie effects. (3) Infectious
diseases, of which Phthisis or Consumption is a type.

The Public Health (Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1908,
During the year the Poor Law Medical Officers have notified
two eases of paupers suffering from Phthisis, one under form
A., and one under form B. Both were visited and the rooms

were disinfected.

The following table gives the deaths for the past I0
IEE«I‘B i
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No action has been taken under Part I., II., and 111
respectively of the * Housing Clauses Act,” no necessity

having arisen.

Warer Sveprny.—The Corporation have completed the
New Reservoir at Cowpe, so that the Borough has an ample
and most excellent water supply. Since the new supply has
been opened there have been many new consumers. There
are over 2,000 houses still supplied from private sonrces.
We know many of them are liable to pollution from surface
washings, from manured fields, &c., also that some are not

only suspicious, but insufficient.

Leap Porsoving.—Cases of lead poisoning from Water
Pollution are very rare. Only two cases were reported
during the year. One was from a private supply, derived
from a well. in the shale of the mill-stone which, though
rather bard, a slight trace of lead was found. The pipes
were of lead. This matter was veferred to Mr. Elce, AM.I.C.E,,
Water Engineer, to lay on the Town’s water. The other
case was where the people used the Town’s water, but no
trace of lead could be detected. In this house there was no

hot-water tap.

THE DANGER OF USING WATER FROM
HOT-WATER TAP.

Many people know there is some danger of lead-poisoning
if water is taken from the hot-water tap. 1 fear some
throngh ignorance, and others to save time in boiling water,
fill their kettles from the hot-water service. Several times
I have detected over a grain of lead per gallon. It is most
important that precautions be taken to avoid this risk. In
addition, house-holders should run off a little of the water
which has been standing in the pipe over-night, before filling
their kettles in the morning.

Dartries, Cowsueps aNp Minksaors,.—There are 130 Cow-
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keepers and Milksellers. During the year 131 inspections
were made. Three applications for Registration as Cow-
keepers and nine for Milksellers were made, these were
granted. It will be seen from the Sanitary Inspector’s
Report that much has been done to improve the Sanitary
conditions of the Cowsheds and Dairies. Much remains to
be done, as many of the Cowsheds were built when the
importance of light and ventilation were not considered of
much account.

CLEAN MILK.

We have strongly urged the importance of a * Clean
Milk Supply.” The public have a right to have their milk
free from any dirt, &e., due to negligence. In order that
each Dairy farmer should have a standard for ensuring the
supply of ““ Clean Milk,” the Town Clerk was instructed to
send to each Dairy farmer in the Borough a list of rules to
be observed. We know that in some homes the consumer is
very careless, and frequently the milk is contaminated by
the use of dirty vessels, and an unsuitable place to store it.
Milk is left uncovered so that it is polluted by the dust, flies,
and odours from paraflin oil, &e. We got a large number of
leaflets, “ To housewives and all consumers of milk,” on how
to keep milk clean. Also leaflets for milksellers.

Through the Lancashire County Council we secured the
services of Miss Myerscough, who gave an excellent lecture
on the ** Manipulution of Milk.” Invitations were sent to all
the Dairy farmers in the Borough. There was a fair attend-
ance. Many valuable suggestions were made. One of the
most practical was the use of * Cotion-wool ™ filter. It is

far superior to the ordinary muslin filters. We strongly
advise this filter.

TUBERCLE BACILLI IN MILK.

Owing to the prevalence of Tuberculosis in cows, it is
well to boil all milk before using it.






25

Orrensive Trapes.—There are only three, Tripe boilers.
Their premises have been kept in a satisfactory condition

Excremext Dispossn.—The Water-carriage and Pail
systems are in vogue. We have 2,570 pails; privy middens,
84 ; fresh water closets, 420; waste water closets, 130.
During the year 16 privy middens have been converted to
W.C.s, and 9 to pails. In some places we are unable to fix
W.C.s. 61 pails were converted to W.C.’s. The difficnlty
of dealing with night-soil becomes more pressing every year.
We are glad that a Sub-Committee is appointed to see if the
conversions cannot be pushed forward at a greater rate. Tt
is intended to allow one W.C. free. This will be an induce-
ment, together with the offer to pay half the cost of con-
version, not exceeding £2.

Removar axp Disposal or House Reruse.—This work is
done almost entirely by our own scavengers. On the whole it
is well done. It is removed weekly. The refuse is deposited
on tips. This method is unsatisfactory if houses are any-
where near. A Refuse Destructor would be one way of
dealing with this question. We have a great deal of moor-
land where tips would be no nuisunce This method is far
cheaper than a Destructor. The difficulty has been the cost
of haulage. Possibly the Mono rail system, worked by
electricity, might be available in the near future.

Nuisances.—From the Sanitary Inspector’s Report which
is annexed, it will be seen that a great deal of satisfactory
work has been done.

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES FOR WOMEN.

It is generally admitted that it is not right that women
should have no public convenience without having to pay.
During the year one W.C. has been made free. We are glad
to note that this injustice is being removed by some of the
more progressive towns,
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HOUSING anp TOWN PLANNING ACT, 1909, AND
HOUSING (Ixspection oF District) REGULATION, 1910.

The Sanitary Inspector was appointed as the Officer of
this Anthority, acting under the direction of the Medical
Officer of Health, for the purpose of the said Regulations.
We have made a beginning, and have begun with inspection
of some cellar dwellings and back-to-back houses. We
have inspected 9 back-to-back houses and 5 cellar dwellings.
These were afterwards visited by the Health Committee. It
was vesolved that the 5 cellar dwellings be closed, and the

necessary repairs be done in the other houses to make them
habitable.

There can be no donbt that very much depends on the
tenants as to the healthiness and cleanliness of the home.
Some tenants would make the best dwelling a dirty slum.
We found some making the kitchen the sleeping-room,
although there was a large bedroom, of about 1,800 cubic
feet. Already I can see that the working of this Act will be
productive of great good. It is making other tenants look
after their homes. Much more soap and water are being
used, and we find the walls are lime-washed, &e., &ec.

Scroo1s.—All the Elementary Day Schools have been
inspected. The sanitary condition is fairly satisfactory.
There are yet four schools where there are pail closets. I
have again recommended that these, where practicable, be
converted to the water-carriage system. Now the new
reservoir is open, the work need not be delayed. The new
Northern School has been opened during the year, so that
Heald School is closed. This school has pail closets.
The New School is water-carriage. There are 11 schools
with 17 departments.

During the year the schools have been disinfected by
spray. Also sanitary sawdust and liquid disinfectants have
been supplied to the schools.

ldl.-'z"""-. e S
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Isorariox Hoseitan. —The proposal for a Joint Infections
Hospital for the three Rossendale Boroughs is being con-
sidered. The Bacup Corporation have appointed five
members of the Council to meet Representatives of the
Rawtenstall and Haslingden Borongh to a Joint Conference
to consider this question.

SteaMm Disisrector AND CreaxsiNg StarioN. — Through
the generosity of His Worship the Mayor (Alderman J. H,
Maden), we have one of the best equipped Steam Disinfector
and Cleansing Station in the Country. It supplies a long-
felt want. Its extreme importance was pressed upon us by
the results of the * Medical Inspection of Children.” The
verminous condition of some of the children was pitiable.
We found that when the children were cleansed and their
clothes disinfected, they returned in a few days just as
verminous as before. We found that their bedding, &e.,
were verminous In some cases we had to destroy the
mattresses. We shall now bhe able to cleanse the children,
disinfect their clothes, bedding, &e. This will greatly benefit
the children and also assist the ratepayers, as we suffered
considerable loss by their absence from school.

Tue Common Lobcing Houses.—These are dealt with by
the Chief Constable. His report is annexed.

Norirication oF Birras Act, 1907.—This question is siill
under consideration by a Sub-Committee. If this Act were
adopted it would bLe necessary that a nurse be appointed, if
the purposes of the Act were to be of practical value.

CompursorYy Noriricatiox ofF OpETHALMIA—This has
been adopted. Provision has also been made for free
medical attendance where the parents are unable to pay. In
these cases we shall, no doubt, have the valuable help of the
two Queen's Nurses, who have given their services, with
great benefit in similar cases. There can be no doubt this
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Act is one of the greatest importance in preventing blind-
ness. Owing to parental neglect many have suffered.

Axrarax.—On November 22nd, the Home Office reported
that a young man living in Bacop was suffering from
Anthrax. The case had been notified to the Home Oflice by
a loeal doctor. From enquiries we found that the patient
had probably contracted the disease where he had been
working, in a Felt and Woollen Factory. The disease had
attacked the face, “ Malignant Pustule.” He was sent to
an Isolation Hospital, and made a good recovery.

Exregmination oF Rars.—The Town Clerk sent me the
Circular which he had received from the Board of Agri-
culture and Fisheries, on the destrnction of rats. That rats
are filth earriers, and in some Countries a serions menace to
the public health as ** disease carriers” we have ample proof.
In our Borongh we have little or no evidence on the latter
point. Their presence in or about a hounse is a ** danger
signal,” as their holes frequently lead to drains, in this way
sewer-gas enters  The Rat Virns we have found most effective
for their destruction. It would be well if all Sanitary Author-
ities would undertake this destroction in their own districts.

Smoke Nuisances.—Thirty observations, each of a half-
hour’s duration, were made. The average number of minutes
of black smoke emitted was four per half-hour. The highest
number being 13 minutes. There can be no doubt that therve
is great carlessness in firing, that the air is greatly
polluted, and that there is great waste of fuel. If one or
two of the worst offenders were prosecuted, the evils would

be lessened,

Inspecrion ofF THE BoroueH.—We have inspected the
Borough and have tuken action to remove nuisances and
insanitary conditions. From the Sanitary Inspector's Report
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TABLE IV.—CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH

DURING THE YEAR

CAUSES OF DEATH.

1910.

Deaths in or belonging to Whole District
at Subjoined Ages.

|
15 and 25 and'ﬁs and

1and |5 and
All Under| under| under| under, under, up-
Ages|lyear| 5 15 25 65 |wards
Small-pox ...
Measles
Scarlet Fever ... 2 1 1
Whooping Cough 8 3 4 1
Diphtheria (including
embranous Croup)...| 2 2
Croup
Typhus
Fever { Enteric ... 2 2
Other cuntmued
Epidemic Influenza 2 2 Sis
Cholera
Plague
Diarrheea ... E 1 2 2
Enteritis ... 2 1 1
Gastritis 4 14 3 1 8 2
Puerperal Fever 1 1
Erysipelas .. =
Phthisis {Pulmﬂl‘lﬂl’}?
Tuberculosis...| 23 o 1 6 14 2
Other tuhemulardiseases: 7 1 1 2 3
Cancer, Malignant Disease| 18 9 9
Bronchitis... | 42 5 8 1 18 10
Pneumonia 19 1 1 1 12 4
Pleuris
Other Diseases of
Respiratory Organs ...] 3 2 1
Alcoholism } 9 9
Cirrhosis of Liver
Venereal Diseases 1 1
Premature Birth... o 7
Diseases and Accidents
of Parturition...| 7 2 5
Heart D:seases = 31 1 3 1 21 5
Accidents .. 3 1 1 1
Suicides ... o
All other causes ... 168 28 7 7 2 61 63
All Causes ... .| 369 50 24 20 15 | 162 08
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TABLE V.—INFANTILE MORTALITY"
DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES IN WEREKS AND)

-
g | .
> |21 2| 8| 388
CAUSE OF DEATH. vl n 1 & S e
s | 2|2 |5 | 558
=) 57 & = =
=4
Certified ...
All Causes {Unmrtiﬁed.,. 1 1
Inquest e
(Small-pox ...
Chicken-pox
Common Measles
Infectious < Scarlet Fever
Diseases | Diphtheria (including
~ Membranous Croup)...
LWhnnpmg Cough ...
guarrhqea, %ll forms
- nteritis, Muco-enteritis,
Dmg?;::;ﬂﬂ- bt Gastro-enteritis...
Gastritis, Gastro-intestinal
\ Catarrh...| ...
Premature Birth ... wil 7
Wasting Cnngemtal Defects 1

: < ury at Birth ..
Diseases ‘NJ nt of Breast-milk, Starvation

\ Atrophy, Debility, Marasmus .| 1 1

Tuberculous Meningitis .. :

Tuberculous | Tuberculous Peritonitis :
Diseases | Tabes Mesenterica...

| Other Tuberculous Diseases

Eryslpelas

(Syphilis

Rickets

Meningitis {na.' Tubzrmfaus}

Convulsions... i

Bronchitis ...

Laryngitis

Pneumonia ..

Suffocation, -:n-e:l:,rmg

thher Causes vl B

Inquest i

Other
Causes

_l-'J'H_

12 1










