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The cancer problem 1is being investigated by the Imperial

Research Committee ; the cause and cure are not solved.
Experimental researches prove that in some of the lower
animals spontaneons or natural eure has ocenrred. In
others the cancer has been guiescent It is very probable
that in the earliest stages the growth is local. If removed
early there is every chance of a cure.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

There were 69 deaths under one yvear, which gives a
death-rate of 127 per 1000 births. In England and Wales
for 1907 it was 118 per 1000 births. Of the 69 deaths 64
were legitimate and 5 illegitimate. The infantile death-rate
for legitimate births equals 122 per 1000, whilst that for
illegitimate births equals 250 per 1000.  Our infantile
mortality is higher than it onght to be. Dr. Sargeant, the
County Medieal Officer of Health, says * than an infantile
death-rate exceeding 100 per 1000 births should be looked
upon as a calamity, and that aunthorities shounld adopt well-
known methods of sanitation to lower the death-rate to
that number.” In looking over the canses of death we
ought to be able to reduce our infantile mortality by one-
third. In our Borongh many mothers, some from necessity,
are obliged to work in our mills and weaving sheds, so that
the maternal duties of suckling and caring for the infants
are not carried out, with the inevitable result that many die.
In a Borough like Bacup there can be no doubt that properly
equipped Day Nurseries would be a boon, and that some
lives would be saved. There are steps being taken to form
a voluntary system based on the Huddersfield method, to
lessen the infantile mortality. A Sub-Committee of the
Health Committee has this matter in hand. In Huddersfield
the results obtained are most gratifying, the death-rate
being reduced to 97 per 1000 births. In our Borough, I
believe, we have a larger number of mothers engaged in the
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textile and slipper trade than in Huddersfield. The Noti-
fication of Births Act, which is an adopted one, will prove of
little value unless when it is adopted, active and efficient
assistance can be given in the principles of infant feeding
and hygiene.

The chief causes of the 69 deaths of infants were as
follows :—Respiratory diseases caused 27 deaths, that is
more than one-third of the total mortality. Some of these
ought not to have succumbed if they had been healthy and
strong infants and had proper nursing. No doubt taking
young infants out to nurse is very prejudicial. The Wasting
Diseases caused 23 deaths, that is one third of the total
mortality ; of these 12 died during the first four weeks.
Some of these were associated with Ante-Natal conditions
unfavourable to the birth of a healthy and strong child.

GENERAL REMARKS.

The Borough of Bacup is a very hilly distriet. It is
sitnated on the western spurs of the Pennine hills. The
River Irwell takes its rise at Cliviger, just outside the
northern boundary of the Borough, and flows for about five
miles through its entire length. The elevation varies from
200 to 1500 feet above the sea level. The average number
of persons per acre is 3'8. In the central part of Bacup and
Stacksteads the population is fairly dense. In the moor-
lands and upland portions the population is very sparse.
The Geological formation is the millstone grit, above which
are thick beds of clay. The soil is cold and damp.

House AccomyopaTioN.—Owing to the boom in the cotton
trade, and the increased demand for labour in this industry,
also extension in slipper works, the demand for houses has
been far in excess of the supply. Many people have to come
from ountside to their work by tram and train. About 25
new houses have been built during the year. We need about
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200 more new houses. Owing to the great advance in all
kinds of building material, builders are very chary of
building cottages.

Croser AccommopatioN.—The privy middens are] being
abolished ; there are only abont 25 in the Borough, and 40
waste water closets ; these we have stopped. Owing to the
long shaft which cannot be antomatically flushed, it is liable
to be coated with exereta. It has been found that a great
deal of water is allowed to run to waste in order to keep
flushing the closet. It, however, eannot get to the fonl part.
We have abont 2300 pail closets. They are very costly
and the difficulty of removing the exereta without becoming
a nuisance is becoming a serious problem. It will pay the
Council to allow free water for every pail closet converted
to the clean water carriage system. When the Cowpe
Reservoir is completed, this is the question which should
be pressed forward on sanitary and financial grounds.

Removar, axp Disposan or House Reruse.—This work
is done almost entirely by our own secavengers, and on the
whole it is well done. The contents of pails and dust bins
are removed weekly.. Gradually the new regulation dust
bins are being substituted for boxes, tubs, &c., very much
to the health of the people.

Warer Sveery.—The Corporation supply about 2,700
houses, which is rather more than one half of the Borough.
Every year there are fresh customers. We have had an
ample supply of water. The quality has been good. There
are many private water supplies, some of which are
suspicions.  Occasionally these are polluted by surface
washings from manured fields. It is remarkable how little
sickness follows the use of these suspicious water supples.
The people take the precaution of filtering and boiling.
When our new supply is ready many of these supplies will
be stopped.
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TABLE IV.—
CAUSES OF, AND AGES AT, DEATH DURING YEAR 1go7.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Deaths in or belonging to Whole District
at Subjoined Ages.

I and |5 and |15 and|25 and|65 and
ﬁilés F;S:; under |under junder | under| up-
5 15 25 65 |wards
Small-pox ..
Measles 14 2 I1 1
Scarlet Fever
Whooping Cough... 1 2 4 I
Diphtheria (including
Membranous Croup...| I I
Croup T SRR “es 2 I
Typhus ... i
Fever } Enteric ... o
Other continued | ---
Epidemic Influenza I 5 1
Cholera
Plague i
Diarrhoea ... 4 2 2
Enteritis 5
Puerperal Fever ... I I
Erysipelas... 2 I I
Other Septic Diseases .. I I
Phthisis (Pulmonary
Tuberculosis) ...| 24 I 1 v 14 I
Other tubercular diseases| 4 I 1 2
Cancer Mahgnant Dlsease 11 4 7
Bronchitis .. 3 68 I5 7 I 21 24
Pneumonia 28 6 9 3 8 2
Pleurisy I I
Other Diseases of
Respiratory Organs .. ! I I
Alcoholism 1 I
Cirrhosis of Liver ﬁ
Venereal Diseases =
Premature Birth ... 9 9
Diseases and Accidents
of Parturition ...| 4 4
Heart Diseases 32 I 2 20 0
Accidents .. 8 2 | I 4
Suicides ... 2 i 2 et
All other Causes .. 179 3o 14 6 o 69 60
All causes ... 407 | 68 | 54 13 16 | 153 | 103
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TABLE V.—INFANTILE MORTALITY
DEATHS FROM STATED CAUSES IN WEEKS

CAUSE OF DEATH

Under 1 Week
1-2 Weeks
2-3 Weeks
3-4 Weeks
Total under

1 Month

All {Eertiﬁed
Causes Uncertified ...

Inquest -

"
£

aEE EER

Small-pox ...
Chicken-pox
Common | Measles ...
Infectious ' Scarlet Fever ...
Diseases Diphtheria : Croup
_Whooping Cough
Diarrhcea, all forms
| Enteritis (not Tuberculous)
Diarrhoeal | Gastritis, Gasto-intestinal
Diseases | Catarrh | ... I 1
( Premature Birth ... Y 3 I 7
Congenital Defects 1 I
{ Injury at Birth ...
Want of Breast-milk ... ! | A
| Atrophy, Debility, Marasmus - 1 I 4
( Tuberculous Meningitis...
4 Tuberculous Peritonitis :
Tuberculous Tabes Mesenterica| ...
Diseases LDthEr Tuberculous Diseases ...| ...
(Erysipelas ... I I
Syphilis ...
Rickets ... il B
M itis (not Tﬁbermfani} s
Convtilsions 2 1 i
Other 1 Bronchitis .. : 4
Laryngitis ..
Pn&um@ma : P
Suffocation, D*.I'erla:.rmg
Other Causes = 1 I 2
| Inguest e

Wasting
Diseases

Causes
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the increased number provided, the dust-bin which the
Committee adopted is proving satisfactory, and I found
that those who had the greatest objection had had
the least experience of them.  When the bins are
generally adopted in the Borough 1 think greater
efficiency in the removal of honse rvefuse will be
observed. @ No great improvement can be seen yet as
the bins are distributed in different parts of the
Borough. Every application received for the emptying
of Ashpits, Cesspools, or Pails are duly recorded in a
book. During the year 73 such applications were made,
which were attended to. The efforts of the Health
Committee in making an earnest attempt to dispose of

the nightsoil in a more sanitary manner in preference

to “ Dumping ” it on the tips has so far been satis-

factory, more nightsoil having been put down the shutes
than in any previous year. Some of the outlying
districts are scavenged by contract. As opportunities
occur we are undertaking this work by our own staff.
During the year the increased amount of trade refuse
has been sustained. This is probably due to the fact
that a charge is being made to those who previously
had it removed free.

The task of removing and dealing with domestic
refuse has specially received the attention of your
Inspector during the year, and though the number of
houses and population has increased, the work has on
the whole been satisfactorily carried out. During our
heaviest period (winter months) I had nearly 200 loads
of refuse weighed, and found the average weight very
low, being just over l4-cwts., and this is considerably
above the wusual average. By having these loads
weighed we had increased refuse removed. 1If a weigh-
ing machine could be provided on the tip at Change
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CatorLiFr, BAKEWELL,
January 6, 1908.

To the Chairman and Members of the Bakewell
Rural District Council.

My Lord Duke and Gentlemen,

I beg to present to your Council my thirty-fifth Annual
Report, as Medical Officer of Health for the Northern Division
of the Bakewell Rural District.

This report is compiled from information whieh has been
gathered from many sources and in various ways, but for the
greater part from the regular systematic inspections which have
been made of the Distriet. In some of these inspections the
County Medical Officer has accompanied me, and advised me in
any difficult or delicate questions that naturally oceasionally
arise. 1 have al<o on various occasions been accompanied and
agsisted by Mv. Hawley, the Sanitary Inspector.

It was only necessury to take proceedings before the Law
Courts in one case to have all orders or Sanitary requirements
enforced. A final notice is not always required.

The following Aects being of interest to all dealing with the
question of Public Health were passed during the year 1907.
The Small Holdings and Allotments Act, 1907.
The Public Health regulation as to Foods Act, 1907.
The Notification of Births Act, 1907.
The Public Health Acts, Amendment Act, 1907.
The last containing many important provisions.

(1) Physical Features and General Characters of
the District.

This is fully described in my annual report for 1908.

(2) The Chief Occupations of the Inhabitants of the District, and
the Influence of any particular occupation on Public Health.

I have in previous reports pointed out that a considerable
number of the inhabitants find employment on the land, this
being largely an agricultural district. In some parts of the
district, as for example at Calver, Cressbrook and Litton,
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cotton spinning finds employment for a large proportion of the
people. Other forms of employment are to be found in factories
where boot and shoe mauufacturing, silk weaving, and velvet
cutting is carried on. Lime burning, quarrying for chert and
limestone, quarrying to a considerable extent for gritstone for
building purposes ; mining for lead ore, spar, and ochre is also
undertaken. The building trade has since the opening of the
railway connecting Sheffield with Manchester by Hathersage
and the Hope Valley, become very active, finding employment
one way or other for a considerable number of persons.
Naturally the least healthful of all the ocenpations are those
where persons are employed in Mills and Factories, but every-
thing possible is done that is in any way conducive to the well
being of those employed therein.

(8) House Accommodation.

The house accommodation in the district is taking it as a
whole, and for the working classes in the aggregate, of a
satisfactory character. Some of the liouses occupied by the
working classes are extremely satisfactory ; of course there are
some, and in this connection I allude to those cottages which
were built many years ago, which are not altogether what is to
be desired, and unfortunately houses of this deseription do not
readily lend themselves to alterations and are in consequence
difficult to deal with, but as I have frequently pointed out, if
a proper system of scavenging was undertaken and properly
carried ont, their surroundings would be so materially altered
that the condition of them would be immensely improved.
While on the subject of the houses occupied by the working
classes I cannot do better than tabulate shortly the defects
most frequently met with. These are :—-

(@) The want of trapping, as distinet from outside
disconnection, of the slop-water pipes and the
presence of slopstones in the living rooms ;

(b) The lack of adequate closet accommodation, built
after an approved pattern ;

(¢) Imperfect means of ventilation—and this 18
especially noticed in bedrooms;

(d) Lack of sufficient pantry accommodation for the
storage of articles which are required as food ;
and :(—

(¢) The none provision of guttering and down-spouting
for the collection and removal of ramm water
from the roofs. The want of this provision
has rendered many houses damp, and tlas
greatly favours the incidence of Phthisis,
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Diphtheria, ete. = This dampness is greatly
aggravated by the want, especially in some
of the houses of the older type in all grades,
of any kind of damp course.

Sufficiency of Open Space about Houses.

In some of the townships the open situation of the houses
is a characteristic feature, whilst in others they are more or less
huddled together. The configuration of the ground settles the
two distinctive types.

Action under the Housing of the Working Classes Act.

In this connection, inspections have from time to time
been made of the district, for the purpose of detecting any
dwellings dangerous to health, so as to be unfit for hnman
habitation. No notices had to be served under this Act. All
necessary notices were served under The Public Health Act,
1875.

Cleanliness of Surroundings.

One of the commonest agents operating against cleanliness
of the surroundings of the houses, especially of those occupied
by the working classes, is to be found iu the old fashioned
privy-midden, with its large underfined refuse pit, which is
often in close relation with one or other of the walls of the
house. Where possible these ancient monuments of a past are
replaced by more up-to-date structures, and then at any-rate
the space limit is defined, but the want of a proper systemn of
seavenzing eventually leads to an overflow, when it sometimes
happens that the defining walls are hidden by the accumulated
rubbish and other matter, in which case the new building seems
to ery out more pitiably for relief than the old one, which had
by lapse of time taken on a careless appearance.

Supervision over Erection of New Houses.

The adoption of Building Bye Laws which I advocated for
several years were eventually sccomplishied, and 1t is now
incumbent upon all persons who contemplate building in your
Council's area to submit plans, which have to be approved
before the work iz commenced. This gives the much needed
supervision so long required. I would again advise the Couneil
to require duplicate plans to be sent in, so that one copy could
be filed for reference from time to time. Withont this there is
absolutely no means of checking the work, or of preveuting
alterations of the plans after they have been approved.
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(4 Sewerage and Drainage.

(@.) Its sufficiency in all parts of the district. In four
only of the townships in my district has a complete system of
sewerage and drainage been carried out by your Couneil.
These, in the order in which they have been carried out, are :—

Stoney Middleton, opened in January, 1899,

Longstone, Little i October, 1900,
Hathersage, o April, 1902.
Tideswell, - August, 1902,

In these systems the method adopted at Longstone Little
18 treatment on land after settlement in tanks; in the other
three, precipitation by means of alumino-ferrie is the prineipal
adopted.

It would be impracticable to carry out elaborate systems of
sewerage in the smaller townships because of the cost, and as in
such places the houses are not congregated together, the need
cannot be said to be pressing. There is, however, a pressing
need in certain of the larger and more densely populated places,
and I would especially point out for your consideration under
this heading those in which the need is greatest, arranging
them, as I have done in each Annual Report for years past,
according to the urgeney of their need :—

Eyam, with a population estimated to middle of 1907, of 1186.

Bradwell, 37 - o <3 1155.
Calver, iy - - . 364,
Longstone, Great ,, o o o 448,

So often has this list appeared that I feel it is becoming
a familiar feature of my Anuual Reports. The need does not
become less by the lapse of time, and with the exception of
Longstone, Great, the populations are increasing. The great
difficulty is to advise what method of sewage disposal should be
adopted. My experience in the past leading me to favour those
in the working of which as httle supervision as possible is
needed. My Reports on the outfall works at Stoney Middleton
presented to your Couneil during the past year will have
demonstrated to you how difficult a matter, and what a constant
source of anxiety, it is to ensure that proper and necessary
supervision is being given,
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(b.) Coxprriox or SeEwers axp House Draixs.

With the exception of the four townships I have alluded to
as having been provided with Sewerage schemes, the public
sewers consist mainly of rubble walled channels. If a length of
sewer has to be laid it is put in with sanitary pipes, and so, as
far as is possible, to become a useful portion of any system
which might be carried out in future. I am having rubble
walled house drains replaced by properly trapped and dis-
connected sanitary pipe drains as far as possible. I regard this
as an important piece of work.

(c.) MereOoD or MeTHODS OF DIsPosaL oF SEWAGE.

I have described this shortly in the first paragraph of this
section of my Report, and at greater length in previous Annual
Reports (vide Annual Reports for 1903 and 1904.

In townships where no such provision has been made the
sewage is either carried to some point outside the village by
means of rubble walled drains, the selection of whose point of
discharge has been made with a greater sense of comfort for the
village than any which may be neighbouring; or it finds its
way from the houses into the ground or open channels passing
by the road side. The latter mode is met with chiefly in small
hamlets where the nnisance is not great. The former is found
in its most aggravated form at Eyam, which village with its
estimated population of 1136, a population which is an
increasing one, and its several water-closets produces a
formidable amount of liquid sewage which is condueted to two
points for discharge, where, especially during hot weather, two
dangerous nuisances are provided, from one at least of which
the neighbouring village of Stoney Middleton is the chief
sufferer.

Other larger townships which are more happily situate in
closer relation to streams than is Eyam, conduct their liguid
filth directly into such stream with a lightsome disregard for
provisions against river pollution.

A Bewerage and Drainage scheme for the village of
Cressbrook is in contemplation. It will be carrvied ount by
private enterprise.

(d.) LocaviTies wHERE IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED.

I have already indicated four localities where improvements
in tho provision of sewerage disposal are most urgently needed,
and I do hope that during 1908 such works may be undertaken
in one or more if not all of them.

Bince the railway was earried from Dore to Chinley, houses
have begun to spring up along its course. Among other places
this has been the case at Grindleford Bridge (a portion of Eyam
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Woodlands) Hathersage and Nether Padley. Further building on
an extensive scale isin contemplation, and it is more than probable
that a fairly large residential quarter will be made here. At
present there is no means of dealing with sewage material at
this point, beyond discharging it directly into the River
Derwent. 1 would recommend your Council to take into
serious consideration the advisability of providing a joint
scheme for the Grindleford portion of Eyam Woodlands and
Nether Padley. The need for this is becoming urgent. If such
works were undertaken now, land could be secured elose to, and
at a cost which would be less than if the matter is allowed to
wait until a considerable amount of available land is taken up
for building sites.

(5) Pollution of Rivers and Streams in the Distriet.

Sewage matler passes into the rivers and streams in the
distriet directly or indirectly from Bradwell, Calver, Eyam and
Nether Padley, together with Grindleford. At none of these
places is the sewage treated. For a more detailed account of
the river pollution in the district I would refer you to page 6 of
of my Annual Report for 1905.

(6) Excrement Disposal : System in vogue: Defects.

The system in vogue depends upon the type of closet in
existence, and the outlet there is locally for the material
which is accumulated. At times very great difficulty is met
with in providing a suitable place to deposit or dispose of this
material. As I have before pointed out it is the little house-
holders who feel the nuisance of accumulations in their
necessarily limited area the most, and who are the most
helpless in the matter. I am aware that in many instances.
the persons who make use of these privy middens add to the
difficulty of disposal of the material by a want of forethought on.
their part, putting tins, broken pots, bottles and other things
undesirable from the point of view of the agriculturalist among
the more legitimate contents,

If each village was provided with a publie tip, the material
wonld be taken there by the householders and the diffieulty of
disposal of the privy contents to a great extent lessened.

(7) Removal and Disposal of House Refuse: Scavenging.

Urban powers have been obtained for the Scavenging of
four of the townships in my District, Bradwell, Calver, Eyam
and Hathersage., In each instance you have delegated these
powers to the Parish Councils. This means inequality in the
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carrying out of this work, and in no instance can it be said to
be carried out satisfactorily. You will the more readily
appreciate how the ideals vary in each place where scavenging
is undertaken by an examination of the cost of the work in each
place, comparing it with the cost per head of the population
and cost per house, and to the more readily enable this to be
done I have arranged this information in a Tabular Form :—

Popu- | Inhabited Cast per o
Localit lation | Houses |  headfor | Gostpertouse | Fost ber
Y- Census in | Census Hall vear ; i

1001, 1561, ending Sept. ending Sept. | ending Sept.

i 2 8 4
BrapweLL ...| 1033 | 296 | 5.89 pence18.14 pence23 4 2

CALVER ...... 379 94 | 1.46 pence| 5.92 pencel 2 6 5
Evay .........| 1082 | 250 | .06 pence| .26 pence{ 8 5° O
Harnersage .| 11856 | 250 | 1.82 pence| 8.28 pence| 8 12 6

How can anyone seriously contend that Scavenging at
Eyam can be satisfactorily carried out at a cost of .06 of a
penny per head, when it is not undertaken satisfactorily at
Bradwell at a cost ninety times as great ? There is no great
difference in the local conditions which would mwake for such a
difference in the cost.

Need I say more? The time has now come when the
powers granted to your Couneil by the Liocal Government Board
should be carried out by your workmen, under the direction
and control of your Officials.  Until this course is adopted
Seavenging will not be the factor for good it ought to be.

(8) Water Supply of the District.

In 1903, when the Stoke Flatt Water Scheme was
completed and handed over to your Council, I detailed in my
Annual Report for that year a very comprehensive review of the
water supply in each township or hamlet in my District. At
the end of that section of my report, I tabulated those townships
that were much in need of assistance from your Authority, and
gave a list of ten localities which at that time were not well or
regularly supplied, and altho’ I have appealed to vonr Authority
not only in my Annual but in some of my Monthly Reports
since, I regret to say with the single exception of Litton,
nothing definite has been done. I wish I had power given me
to adequately depict the misery and suffering of a community in
the throes of a water famine. I am convineed if your Council
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could accompany me to some of the more urgent cases in a time
of drought, you would excuse my urgent appeals for assistance.
The places requiring a supply of water most urgently are :—
Blackwell,
Fla'ggl
Foolow,
Hucklow, Great,
Hueklow, Little, and
Wardlow.
The townships requiring an improved supply are :—
Eyam (the main portion) and
Grindlow.

(9) Places over which the Council have supervision.
(a) Comuon Liopeing HOUSES.

There are two Common Lodging in my district both sitnate
at Stoney Middleton. They have been regularly and frequently
ispected both by the Sanitary Inspector and myself.

In my monthly Report to your Council bearing date April
5th, 1907, I directed your attention to the unsatisfactory con-
dition of the Common Lodging Houses owned by Mr. Henry
Goddard. I particularly directed your attention to a breach of
the Bye-laws regulating these places, and advised that it was
imperative upon you to take action in the matter, the owner
appearing determined to set the regulations at defiance.

On Wednesday. June 26th, I again visited these same Common
Lodging Houses at 10-30 in the forenoon. The one owned by
Mrs. Unwin was well up to the regulations in every respeect ;
the one owned by Mr. Henry Goddard was in the usual most
unsatisfactory condition which I pointed out to the proprietor
himself. The same filthy conditions outside I have so often
complained about, were if possible more apparent, and in my
monthly Report to your Council, dated June 28th, I advised
that the time had now come when a closing order against this
Common Lodging Honse should be applied for. I regret my
advice was not then taken.

(b.) BSravenrer Houses.

Your Council has recently adopted Bye-laws for the reg-
ulation of these places. In my Annual Report for 1903 I par-
ticularly directed your attention to the question of the eondition
of Slaughter-houses in my distriet, and went into the subject at
great length, giving you a resumé of what they ought to be, and
a description of what they were, citing the condition of four as
examples of the remainder. It would be difficult to imagine
anything more widely separated than the ideal conditions and
the real conditions in my Distriet.
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I would add a note of warning here to your Authority to be
careful in granting Licences to these places in their present
condition.

(¢.) Damies, Cowsneps axp Mivksuors.

Bye-laws for the regulation of these places have been
adopted by your Couneil.

(d.) DBaxenousks.

All the Bake-honses in my Distriet are * retail ' Bake-
houses.

They are regularly inspected. They have always been
found clean and and their management satisfactory.

(e.) Facrories axp WORESHOPS.

At the close of the year 1907 there were thirteen Factories
and one hundred and three registered Worshops in the Northern
Division of the Bakewell Rural District. In a large number of
the Registered Workshops only one or two workpeople are
employed, and some of the places enumerated as Factories are
small works in which mechanical power is only occasionally
used.

Every Wovkshop and work place has been inspeeted during
the year.

(f) Orrexsive Trapes.
No oftensive trades are earried on in the Northern Division
of the Bakewell Rural Distriet.

(10) Schools.

There are twenty-three public Elementary Schools in my
distriet, they have been subjected to inspeetion. A full report
of the condition of each one of them is in my possession. In
many of them the closet accommodation is of the old fashioned
privy midden type. These should be swept away in favour of a
more modern type. Another point calling for alteration is
inereased cloak room aceommodation, and some provision is
called for to enable the scholars to wash their hands on returning
to school after an interval which does not allow them to go
home.

Action taken in relation to the Health of the Scholars and for
preventing the Spread of Infectious Disease.

On receipt of wnotification of infections illness among
scholars, or in houses from which children are attending school,
printed notices are sent to the Managers of Day and Sunday
Sehools, giving them warning of infection, and recommending
them to exclude all children, for certain specified times, from
such houscs.
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No schools were closed daring 1907 by the direction of
your Authority.

(11) Bye-laws.

The Bye-laws in existence include those regulating : —

(a) Common Lodging-houses ;

(b) The Cleansing of Footways and Pavements ;

(¢) The Removal of House Refuse ;

(@) The Cleansing of Earth Closets, Privies, Ash-pits, and.
Cesspools ;

(¢) The Regulation of Hackney Carriages ;

(/) DBuilding Bye-laws ;

(¢) DBye-laws Regulating Slanghter-houses; and

(7) Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milk Shops.

I would refer you to page 5 of this Report for a recommen-
dation concerning the need for addition to the Building Bye-
laws.

(12.) Nuisances : Proceedings for their Abatement.

Whenever a nuisance has come under observation, notice
is served npon the person or persons responsible. Such notice
gives a detailed account of the nuisance, the work necessary to-
be carried out for its abatement, and specifying a time within
which the work must be completed. If this notice is ignored,
after the specified time has elapsed, a final notice is served, and
failing attention to that, legal action becomes necessary. In one
case only was it found needful to seek the aid of the Courts,
and in that, a house unfit for human habitation, a elosing order
was obtained.

(18.) Methods of dealing with Infectious Diseases.
(a) NOTIFICATION.

In addition to the twelve diseases to which The Infectious
Diseases (notification) Aet, 1889, applies, Measles was added to-
the list in 1906, on and from July 1st of that year. In my
Monthly Report to your Council, bearing date April 5, 1907,
I recommended that Epidemie Cerebro—spinal meningitis—
be also added to the list for a short period. Your Council
adopted this recommendation, and, the sanction of the Local
Government Board having been obtained, this disease was
temporarily added to the list.

On receipt of a notification of a ease of infectious disease,
the place i1s visited with as little delay as is possible. Advice_ is
given as to the best means of 1solation, disinfectants are supplled
where neecessary, and their use explained, and printed directions
suitable to each form of disease, 'are given to those in charge of
the patient detailing the proper method of management, so as
to prevent, as far as possible, the spread of the infection.
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You will observe on reference to Table IIT of the Loecal
Government Board that, during the year 1907, I received
notification certificates relating to ninety-four cases.

Seventy of these related to cases of Measles occurring at
Bradwell, Hathersage, Litton and Cressbrook, Sheldon, Stoney
Middleton and Tideswell. The great majority of the cases fifty
.seven in number, occurred in the townships of Litton and
Cressbrook in the later portion of August, the whole of
September and early October.

Three cases of Diphtheria and one af Membranous Croup
were notified, one from IEyam Woodlands, two from Hathersage,
and one from Longstone, Great. Ilach of these cases was
.distinet irom the other, our efforts in each instance being
successful in limiting the disease to the patients first affected.
Two of the cases were visitors to the District who began the
illness in one ease before, and in the other a few hours after
coming into the District. Io the remaining case of Diphtheria
infection was traced to a point beyond the district. In the case
of Membranous Croup the child died before the notification
certificate reached me and no probable source of infection
«could be traced. .

Four cases of Enteric or Typhoid Fever were reported to
me. Two at Tideswell in May, in two men who had been
engaged in clearing out a privy which had recently been used
by a party of excursionists. One at Eyam Woodlands in
September and one at Hathersage in November. Both these
cases were in men employed by the Derwent Valley Water
Board, and they were conveyed to that Board's Hospital for
treatment.

The cases of Scarlet Fever occurred as follows:—two at
Eyam Woodlands in December ; five at Hathersage in January,
BSeptember and October.  The remaining one occurred at
Pilsley. Of these eight cases seven were removed to Hospital.

The only moteworthy circumstance relating to the occurr-
ance of Secarlet Fever is the outbreak at Hathersage in Sept-
ember and Oectober. A case having been reported to me on
September 2nd was removed to the Isolation Hospital the same
day, disinfection was carried out and although there were three
other children aged 9, 8 and 6 respectively in the house no
-other case occurred. The first case was discharged from
Hospital on October 22nd, one of her sisters began to be ill on
October 25th with premonitory symptoms and was notified as
suffering from Secarlet Fever on October 26.  On October 27th
and 28th the other two ckildren were similarly affected and
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notified. I examined the child who had recently been discharged
on the moruing of Sunday, October 27th, and the result of such
examination was that I considered further isolation in her case
necessary.

(b.) IsoraTron Hosprrar AccoMmopaTioN AND ITS SoFFICIENCY.

The Haddon Joint Hospital Board have made an arrange-
ment with the Trustees of the Whitworth Hospital at Darley
Dale, for the provision of six beds for cases of Scarlet Fever
only. This provision is for the whole area comprised by the
Hospital Board, an area comprising a population of some
36,000. If more beds had been available, and for diseases
other than Scarlet Fever, 1 believe most if not all of the cases
of Diphtheria and Enteric Fever would have gone into Hospital
for treatment.

(¢.) DisinrecTiON,

The Sanitary Inspector has in every case of the usual
notifiable diseases, disinfected the infected rooms after recovery
or death of the patient.

The disinfeetant employed is Formalin, applied as a spray
by means of an Equifex Spray Producer. This preliminary
measure is followed by a thorough washing of the rooms,
furniture, ete., with a solution of Carbolic Acid. Thé persons
in charge are then directed to expose the rooms freely to the air
and light.

Once again I would urge upon your Counecil the need there
is for a steam disinfector. At present we have no satisfactory
way of dealing with infected bedding or clothes.

(14) Vital and other Statistical Tables.

The Tabular Statements of Sickness and Mortality in the
Distriet during the year will be found set out on the forms
supplied by the Local Government Board for this purpose.
I would recommend them to your earnest consideration, they
contain much information and many suggestive points. It isa
matter for regret that the printing of these Tables together with
my Annual Report has been discontinued. The one makes the
other more intelligible, and the cost, I believe the main reason
why they are not so printed, is more than counter-balanced by
their usefulness in rendering the Report more easy of study by
those who take an interest in Sanitary matters.

I have the honour to be, my Liord Duke and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,
PHILIP S. FENTEM.









