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SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE.
Leport of School Fledieal Officer for 1910

Mr. CHAIRMAN, MISS FYFE AND GENTLEMEN,
I beg to present to your notice a short Report of the
work done during the past vear.

The Board of Edueation in their Cirecular 974 have drawn
the attention of Loecal Authorities and their School Medical
Officers to the advisability on various grounds, chief of which
are economy and curtailment of staff, of contenting themselves
with “ short reports of a comparatively simple nature indicating
the character and volume of the work done and the results of
following up and treatment.”

They suggest that the Tables I. (A) and (B) and IV. in
Appendix F of the Report for 1914 of the Board's Chief
Medical Officer should in every case be included in the reports
and the shorter form of Table 11. as set out in the Cireular 974.

In addition to these tables I have included a tabular
statement of the work of the Inspection Clinie, the work done
by the School Nurse, and a short report on the Open Air School.

The arrangements made for the earrving on of the Medieal
Inspeection have been modified on account of the econtinued
absence on military duties of Dr. Harold Horne, the taking up
of Military duties of Dr. Fryer, and the re-arrangement of the
duties of the School Nurses to enable Nurse Pearson to devote
the whole of her time to the Open Air School.

Dr. Fryer took up his military duties in June, and Dr. Sadler,
late School Medical Officer, was good enough to undertake his
work, Dr. Horne's work being shared by Drs. Allott, Blackburn,
and Sadler.

In view of this curtailment of service, and of the fact that the
Beckett Hospital Authoritesfound themselves unableto continue
the remedial measures they had hitherto undertaken, more
particularly the treatment of Defective Vision and Enlarged
Tonsils and Adenoids, it was decided by your Committee, and
agreed to by the Board of Eduecation, that the quarterly
re-inspection should not be continued after June, and that
Nurse Richard should limit herself to attending the daily
Inspection Clinie, the Medical Inspection at the Schools, and
the visiting of every child reported by the Inspecting Medical
Officer to have a physieal defect ; the more obviously defective
children to be re-visited as occasion demanded and opportunity
occurred.

Towards the end of the year vour Committee had under its
consideration further alterations in the service, chiel among
which is the establishment of a cliniec for the treatment of
Minor Ailments, which have eaused such a grave loss of school
attendance during the past vear, such as Scabies, Ringworm,
Impetigo, and Uneclean Heads. The arrangements for this
elinie are now well under way.
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TABLE 1.
Number of Children inspected 1st Jan. 1916, to 31st Dec., 1916.
A—CopE GHEIUP*’-:

e ——

| ~  ENTRANTS. ~ |LEAVERS. dmn F
B D R S e 12, Total.
Boys | 6 | 187 | 210 33 | 438 | 824
Girls | 10 | 107 297 37 | 453 | 834
Totals | 16 | 244 | 437 | 70 | 891 | 1658

e — _— e

B Gum rs DTHLR THAN Gmm

IE:]E;:TEE;TE ?é‘fﬂi"" Special Cases. Re-Examinations.
Boys 0 | ] I
: : 1193
. Girls 0 J 9 | et et
. Total

Table II. d daals with the numbal of children found defective
in the course of Medical Inspection.

The Board of Education have asked that these numbers be
divided into those referred for treatment and those requiring
to be kept under observation.

In former years this classification would have been an easy
matter, as all defective children were followed up at their
homes and sooner or later eame under treatment either at the
Beckett Hospital or by a private medical practitioner.

During the past vear the Beckett Hospital have been unable
to treat defects of vision among school children, and further,
the number of cases of Enlarged Tonsils and Adenoids treated
by nperat-lon form only a small percentage of those for whum
treatment is required.

The absence cn military service of so many of the general
practitioners hasalso restricted the opportunities of those parents
who were anxious to obtain private treatment for their children.

Again, under the full system of Medical Inspection those
children suffering from a defeet requiring rather constant
supervision than immediate treatment, such as Organic Heart
Disease, Defective Speech, or Nervous Diseases, were kept
under observation by the Inspecting Medical Officer in his
quarterly visits to the school.

The work of re-inspection having been temporarily suspended,
some of these cases now attend the Inspection Clinie, but as
this part of the medical service is concerned more with school
attendance than remedial measures pressure of work prevents
this supervision being carried out on a complete scale.

The allocation of the numbers of children to the columns
2 or 3, 4 or 5, in Table II. depends therefore on whether the
visiting School Nurse directed the parents to obtain treatment,
or to present the child at some future time at the Inspection
Clinic ; it has no relation to the probability or even possibility
of treatment heing obtained.









CLASSIFICATION OF CHILDREN ATTENDING THE SCHOOL INSPECTION CLINIC.
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OPEN AIR SCHOOL.

The number of children on the books at the beginning of
1916 was 41. 53 children have been admitted, of which 10
had attended the School previously, 35 have been discharged,
and 59 remain on the hooks.

Of the children discharged 6 had reached school age, 14 were
returned to the Elementary Schools, 8 left the district, 3 left
ab parents’ request, 1 left to go to the High School, 1 was
discharged on account of irregular attendance, and 2 were
discharged in order to undergo a course of treatment by the
Assistant Tubereulosis Officer.

The children on the books are roughly graded as follows :—

Boys. i! Girls. | Total.

Pre Tuberculosis—
Debhility 2 9
Shronie Bronchitis 8 3 } 39
Doubtful Phthisis a1 10
Pulmonary Tuberculosis—
A. Medium ... 3 g
B. Advanced 1 5 |r 14
C. Pleurisy ... 2
Other Forms Tuberculosis—
Peritonitis ... = W 3
Lupus i IO -
Glands 9 | 1
33 26 59

In 1915 it was definitely established that children uniformly
lost weight during the holidays, and a number of observations
have been made which eonfirmed the suspicion that this loss
also oceurred during the week ends. The data upon which the
opinion is formed will be placed before the Committee at a
more convenient season.

In order to obviate as far as possible this depreciation in the
work, it was arranged that the children newly admitted should
spend the first month as residents, from Monday to Friday.

This arrangement is subject to the parents’ consent and the
convenience of Nurse Pearson. Owing to the faet that the
Sehool is not equipped as a Residential School, children of both
sexes cannot be admitted at the same time. In practice boys
and girls are admitted on alternative months.
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Twenty-six girls slept in for an average of 40 nights each,
and 34 boys for an average of 48 nights. An average of 12
children slept in on each of the 224 school days.

The results have been satisfactory and point the way to a
future extension of the School's activities as a Residential
Sechool.

THE INSPECTION CLINIC.

The Inspection Clinic is held on every school day in the
mornings at the office of the Medical Officer. The accommoda-
tion is poor but central for all districts of the Borough. The
number of eclinies held was 269. 1,696 children attended,
being sent by the officers of the School Attendance Committee
and by head teachers for an opinion as to their fitness to attend
school.

These children made 7,943 attendances, the daily average
number being 30.

Of the children attending, 1,452, after varying periods of
exclusion, have been allowed to return to school, 244 heing
still exeluded at the end of the vear.

The arrangements now being made for the transfer of this
work to the unused part of the Agnes Road Schools and the
incorporation of treatment of minor ailments constitute a
decided progress.

WORK OF THE SCHOOL NURSE.

The visits for the vear have been as follows :—

Chest ... 150 | Blepharitis e A
Tonsils ... 146 | Conjunetivitis ... 37
Deafness ... 15 | Dirt and Clothing 94
Whooping Cough... 47 | Debility s
Measles ... 26 | Defective Vision ... 698
Mumps ... 10 | Unclean Heads ... 351
Varicella Contacts 63 | Tonsils & Adenoids 136
Infeetious Diseases 389 | Adenoids P |
Ringworm «»» 116 | Unclean Body ... 97
Scabies ... 138 | Influenza RN |
Impetigo ... 235 | Tubercular, all forms 4
Glands .. 22 | Various others ... 176
Otorrheea SR L

Eezema S | 2657
Heart e il

Re-visits, 103, for various causes.






