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rise of 92. The total births have been fluctuating above and
below the 1000 mark since 1950, and 1954 was the most recent
occasion when they exceeded 1000,

With the rehousing of numerous young couples from lodgings
to their own houses, these families will have room to expand,

which should give an impetus to the number of births in our
district.

There were 517 boys and 471 girls born, giving the boys a
majority of 46. Of these births, 24 were illegitimate, including
15 boys and 9 girls.

The illegitimate child is now well cared for and much of the
old stigma attached to illegitimacy has now disappeared in
these enlightened days. Provision is made for the unmarried
mother and child at Bersham Hall, which serves the North Wales
Counties. Many of these children are adopted into good homes
and have quite a promising future.

BIRTH RATE.

The birth rate for 1956 was 15.89 as compared to 14.38 for
1955. The birth rate for England and Wales was 15.6.

STILL BIRTHS.

The number of still births that occurred during 1956 was
31, as compared to 30 in 1955, so that there has been no marked
change.

These deaths represent a considerable loss of infant life,
which might possibly be preventable if every mother attended
an ante-natal clinic for supervision up to the date of confinement.
This precaution in unfortumately not observed in all cases, which
may have disastrous results for both mother and child.

STILL BIRTH RATE.

The still birth rate for 1956 was 30.42 as compared to 33.48
in 1955. That for England and Wales was 23.

DEATHS.

There were 775 deaths registered during 1956 as compared
to 826 deaths in 1955. This shows a fall of 51 at a timz when
deaths are tending to increase owing to the greater proportion
of old people in our district. There were 449 males deaths and
326 female deaths.

The main causes of death are the same as in former years,
with diseases of the heart and circulation far ahead of all other
causes. This is duc to the fact that most old people succumb
to diseases of this kind, the total being 390. Cancer was respons-
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ible for 125 deaths. It is very noticeable that cancer of the
lung and stomach affects men much more than women. There
were 19 deaths from cancer of the stomach among men while
only 8 women died of this complaint, and again, 20 men died of
cancer of the lung and bronchus but only 2 women.,

Although cancer of the lung and bronchus is on the increase:
the number of deaths in our district was the same as in 1955,
and was actually 2 less among the men, who are stated to run
the greatest risk on account of their heavy smoking of cigarettes.
The cigarette has now been tracked down as the “‘killer” as
regards cancer of the lung and each one acts as an added coffin
nail in the chest of the heavy smoker. -

TABLE 5.
DEATHS FROM MALIGNANT DISEASES.

Males. Females. Tolals.

Lung and Bronchus e 20 2 22
Breast and Uterus —_ 16 16
Stomach ... ! 19 3 27
{thers: = e : a4 26 60O

DEATH RATE.

The death rate was 12.46 as compared to 14,18 in 1955.
The adjusted death rate was 14.45 and compared to 11.7 for
England and Wales.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

The number of infants who died before attaining the age of
12 months was 22 as compared to 29 i 1955, and 40 in 1954.
Thus we find a great saving of infant life during the past 3 years,
during which the number of deaths has fallen from 40 to 22, and
represents a percentage improvement of almost 50 per cent.

The enormous amount of rehousing of families during this
period may have helped a lot in this respect. As we proceed
with our slum clearance programme, we can hope for still lower
figures.

INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE.

The infantile mortality rate was 22.27 per 1000 live births
as compared to 32.37 in 1955. That for England and Wales was
23.8. Thus, for the first time, our infant mortality rate is below
that of England and Wales, which is a great achievement in an
industrial area such as ours.

10



TABLE 6.

BIRTHS AT TREVALYN MATERNITY HOSPITAL
DURING 1956.

Births at Trevalyn

Total Males Females Tolal
Parishes R.D. Total
Births | Legit. | Illegst.| Legit. | Tllegit.| Legit. | Illegit.
Abenbury ...| 13 g TS 4 9 9
Allington ... 31 L PR (R 1 20 1 21
Bersham ... 86 117 PSR 15 Woarat Sr | L (e BOE 31
Bieston ... 1Ll e ] {70 [ L i LR [ Tl e | e o T 2
Broughton ... | 113 21 2 24 45 2 47
Brymbo .. 70 12 1 17 29 1 30
Burton .. 12 o et 4 11 5 [ U |
Cefn S - S (PSSR 1 [l (PSR 27 27
Erbistock .. T 00 | (e B it 7 T
Bradiy ol el e B sTaa | [ SIR A| CAS . el
Esc. Above.... 3 4+ 1 5 i 5
Esc. Below 35 A (RS 8 14 14
Gresford . 22 6 10 | § I SRR EER 16
Gwersyllt ... | 133 27 21 48 48
Holt 24 8 9 17 17
Isycoed ... 4 | | RSBt (5 e 1 1
Llangollen R. 20 - o R 1 5 5
Llantysilio ..... PAPREWAS! (N oer) (M | 10 (PRSI o 1 Uwnn 1) oY, el 1
Llay 69 11 ] | I 21 37 37
Marchwiel ... 13 || P SR s 3 5
Minera ... 21 ] 5 11 11
Penycae ... 47 L 9 18 18
Rhos .. 126 20 30 50 50
Ruabon ... 52 20 4 24 24
Sesswick ... 2 1 1 1
Total 088 217 3 216 1 433 4 437
Outward
transferable
Births ... 213 20 181 22 304 42 436
Grand Total 088 430 23 397 23 827 46 873

Inward Transferable Births—254.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

All cases of notificable infectious disease should be notified
to the District Medical Officer of Health immediately they are
diagnosed. As soon as this is done, it is the duty of the Medical
Officer of Health to see that steps are taken to prevent the spread
of infection,

In many instances, notifications are received too late for
effective action to be taken, while in diseases such as Measles,
it is almost impossible because the most infectious period occurs
before the rash appears and before the disease is suspected.
This is the chief reason that Measles epidemics are more wide-
spread than most other diseases. Notification of this disease
is now a waste of time and money, and the whole system of
notification of infectious diseases should be revised, in view of
the change in character of many of them.

Chicken Pox should be made notifiable, in view of the dangers
of Small Pox with which it can be easily confused.

There was a total of 242 cases of infectious diseases notified
during the year as compared to 943 in 1955. An epidemic of
Measles caused the large number in 1955, but there were no
comparable epidemics in 1956,

SCARLET FEVER.

There were 52 cases of Scarlet Fever as compared to 19 in
1955. Most of these occurred in Gresford, where a small out-
break of 24 cases was centred on the school but subsided in the
holidays. The cases were mild in character and only 2 had to
go to hospital.

POLIOMYELITIS.
Only one case of Poliomyelitis was notified.

WHOOPING COUGH.

There were 35 cases of Whooping Cough notified as com-
pared to 35 in 1955. Two of these were removed to hospital.

MEASLES.

Only 43 cases of Measles were notified as compared to 772
in 1955, when there was an epidemic in our district. As epidemics
occur about every two years, the next one can be expected in
1957.

MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTIONS.

There were 3 cases of Meningitis notified as compared to 4
in 1955. All were under 5 years old and were treated in hospital.
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PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

There were 2 cases of Puerperal Pyrexia notified, both of
whom were treated in hospital.

PNEUMONIA.

There were 14 cases of Pneumonia notified as compared to
24 cases in 1955

FOOD POISONING.

Only 1 case of Food Poisoning was notified as compared to
4 cases in 1955.

We have been fortunate in the small number of food poisoning
outbreaks in our district for many years, and this points to the
care and supervision which 1s exercised over our catering estab-
lishments as well as to the high standards of cleanliness observed
on these premises, both as regards the foods and the staff them-
selves. The new Food Hygiene Regulations will help in this
direction.

DYSENTERY.

There were 18 cases of dysentery notified in 1956, but there
were no cases i 1955.

These cases were comprised of small family groups in diferent
areas and with no obvious contact. They occurred in Bersham,
Broughton, Esclusham Below, Gwersyllt, Llangollen Rural and
Llantysilio, three were removed to hospital, their ages ranging
from 3 years to 25 plus.

The origin of these cases was not possible to trace.

TUBERCULOSIS.

There were 68 new cases of Tuberculosis notified in 1956 as
compared to 78 cases in 1955 and 99 in 1954, so that at last we
are beginning to see a gradual fall in the incidence of new cases,
and this is the main object of all preventive measures taken by
local authorities. Much has been done in rehousing T.B. families
and giving them good living conditions. Every effort is made
to discover unknown cases who are the main source of infection.
This is where Mass Radiography and Tuberculin Testing are of
such great help. B.C, G. vaccination will also give some protec-
tion to those in contact with T.B. cases and will be given to all
school children aged 13 years whose parents consent. In this
way, the scourge of Tuberculosis will be gradually wiped out,
1f these measures are pursued with vigour and receive the co-
operation of the general public, without which nothing can be
achieved.

There were 63 cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis and 5 cases
of Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis. 45 of the cases occurred among
persons aged 25 plus and this disease certainly takes a heavy toll
of the young adult.

14
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TABLE 12,

TUBERCULOSIS NOTIFICATIONS AND TOTAL DEATHS
FROM TUBERCULOSIS ACCORDING TO AGES.

NEW CASES TOTAL DEATHS
Age Groups | Pulm. |N-Pulm. |Tot| Pulm. |N-Pulm. |Tot.
el | i e [ £ M. | F. | M. | F.
Under 1 year st bl g [ Sl e e e R, P
1—4 1 1 1E) (GRS [ 3 PO IR | S B LS K
—9 . | [ | 4
10—14 i) RIS, At i) (R | 1
156—19 ... SSRER [R50 i ) (B 5 |
20—24 L. 1 6 |. 1 8 |
20—34 G 9| 15 |.
Sl— T e 1] [e | [ 6
e 1 e G 2 2 1 5 |
6i—64 ... @ .. Bl -8 11
65 and uver ...... 7 el ]
Age unknown ] 1451 - ) Wil VORI (i B Ter
Totals 35 | 28 3 2| 68 3 3 | ] et [ !

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA AND WHOOPING
COUGH.

The aim of the campaign against Diphtheria is to prevent
the recurrence of this dread disease. The surest way of doing
this is to persuade all parents to have their children immunised.

Unless the level of the children immunised is kept above
75 per cent there is always the danger of Diphtheria returning.
The percentage in our district is about 50 per cent so that we
must increase our efforts to persuade parents as to the necessity
for this protection. The County Council provide the facilities
for immunisation and vaccination at the schools and clinics,
while Health Visitors who visit the homes of all new born infants
inform the mothers of the need for immunisation and vaccination
and also where it can be done, so that none can plead ignorance
should their child catch Diphtheria or Small Pox.

During 1956, there were 234 children protected against
Diphtheria alone, while 621 received combined protective doses
against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough.

TABLE 13.
IMMUNISATION.
Number of Children immunised during 1956.
Diphtheria Immunisation.
“0—1 yrs. 1—5 yrs.  b—I14 yrs. 15 plus.
Primary Doses 8 72 153 1
Reiinforcings = 263 634 —
18




Diphtheria and Whooping Cough
Immunisation, Combined. 0—1 yrs. 1—5 yrs. 5—14 yrs.
469 150 2
Whooping Cough Immunisation. 1—4 yrs.
1
VACCINATION.

Vaccination is voluntary and has fallen into disfavour, as
compared to 50 years ago when practically all children were
vaccinated as a matter of course by the Vaccination Officer.

The mothers of today have not seen or heard of Small Pox
and consider the dangers negligible. However, there is always
the danger of cases of Small Pox being imported to this country
by sea or air from foreign countries where the disease is still
prevalent. This has already happened on several occasions in
other parts of the country with fatal results. It could just as
easily happen here. ‘“‘Be prepared " is a good motto, and is
very applicable where Small Pox is concerned, for it is too late
to think of vaccination once a child has been infected. If all
children were vaccinated before the age of 3 months, there would
be very little danger of infection. Unfortunately, the majority
of the child population of today are un-vaccinated and would
fall easy victims to this disease.

205 children received primary vaccination, 23 were re-vac-
cinated.

As protection by vaccination only lasts about 7 years, it is
very advisable to be re-vaccinated at 7 yearly periods.

Persons going abroad are compelled to be vaccinated.

TABLE 14.
VACCINATION.
Primary Vaccinations.
Under 1 yr. 1 yr. 2—4 yrs. 5—14 yrs. 15 plus.
154 12 2 14 23
Re-Vaccinations.
Under 1 yr. 1 yr. 2—4 yrs.  b—14 yrs. 15 plus.
— - —— f 16

MASS RADIOGRAPHY.

The Mass Radiography Service is organised by the Welsh
Regional Hospital Board, who arrange for visits to each district
in Wales, after consultation with the local authorities concerned.

The service visited Rhos, Ruabon, Johnstown and the
numbers who were X-rayed and the results found are given in
the following tables. The highest percentage of abnormalities
was found in the higher age groups of the men.

In Rhos: 50 out of 107 men aged 45—59 and 50 out ol
83 men aged 60 and over showed abnormalities.

19












TABLE 18.
HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

1. GENERAL.
(@) Wrexham and East Denbighshire War Memorial
Hospital w201 beds.
(¥) Maelor General Hospital—
Emergency Unit T v 206 beds.
Isolation Unit ... .. e 110 beds.

2. MATERNITY CASES.

Trevalyn Manor Maternity Hospital .. 45 beds.
Maelor General Hospital (Maternity Unit). ... 21 beds.
Cottage Hospital, Llangollen 6 beds.
Cottage Hospital, Chirk ... SRR e 8 beds.

3. ORTHOPAEDIC.

Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic
Hospital, Gobowen.

CLINICS.
1. MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
These are established in the following areas :—Rhos,
Llay, Southsea, Brymbo, Rhostyllen, Coedpoeth,

Broughton, Cefn, Rossett, Gresford, Froncysyllte,
Johnstown, Holt, Ruabon and Rhosrobin.

2. ORTHOPAEDIC CLINICS.
The diagnosis and after-care treatment of Orthop-
aedic Cases is carried out at the War Memorial Hospital,
Wrexham, supplemented by institutional treatment at
the Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen. A Clinic is also
held at Cefn.

NURSING SERVICES.

1. GENERAL AND MIDWIFERY.
District Nurse Midwives and District Nurses for the
home visiting of the sick and for maternity cases are
provided in the following areas :—

Brynteg 2 Holt 1
Brymbo 1 Gwersyllt 2
Broughton 1 Llay 2
Bwlchgwyn 1 Rhos 4
Cefn 2 Rhostyllen 1
Gresford 1 Ruabon 1
Garth 1

2. HEALTH VISITORS.

There are seven Health Visitors (who are also School
Nurses) employed in the rural district on Maternity and
Child Welfare and School Medical work.

23



DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE.

No. of Cases. No. of Domestic Helps employed.
General el S e 156 a4
Tuberculosis ... 9
Mir.lwifer}r 33T NI < Wy 7

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948. Section 47.

Powers are given to the District Council under this Act to
remove to Hospital or Home, any persons found to be living
alone who are aged and infirm and incapable of devoting to
themselves the proper care and attention necessary to keep
themselves or their homes in a clean and healthy condition,
and having no other persons willing to do it for them.

When compulsory powers are taken it is necessary to apply
to a Court for confirmation of the Order which is then valid for
3 months, after which period application must be renewed if
necessary. The Court can refuse the application if they do not
think there are adequate grounds for removal.

The decision as to when to take compulsory action is a
very difficult one for it infringes the liberty of the individual.
If anything happens to an aged person living alone, we are
criticised for neglecting to take action. When we do take action
we are sometimes accused of exercising dictatorial powers. There-
fore, every attempt is first made to persuade such persons to go
voluntarily and only as a last resort in cases of utmost urgency
is compulsion used.

Only one person was moved to hospital under this Act in
1956, and he later voluntarily entered a Home for the Aged.

RAINFALL.

We are supplied each year with the rainfall figures taken at
Packsaddle by the Wrexham and East Denbighshire Water
Company and I wish to express my appreciation of their willing-
ness to give us this information. The total rainfall for the year
was 32.17 inches as compared to 28.96 in 1955.

We had a very dry spring but a shockingly wet summer.
The wettest month of the year was the holiday month of August,
which effectively damped the enthusiasm of most holiday makers.

The figures for each month are given in Table 19.
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TABLE 19.

RAINFALL FIGURES TAKEN AT PACKSADDLE,
FOR THE YEAR 1956.

Rainfall

Month ( Inches).
January 4.72
February 0.49
March 1.86
April 1.98
May 0.54
June 1.75
July 3.89
August 5.71
September 3.31
October 2.32
November 1.44
December 4.16
Total .. 32.17

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

Most of our district is well sewered and very little remains
to be done.

The Burton and Lavister Sewerage Scheme will complete
our present programme.

HOUSING.

The total number of Council houses built in our district up
to 31st December, 1956, was 5,855, of which 311 were built during
the year,

During the next 4 years the Council are committed to build
at the rate of 300 houses a year. The majority of these are to
be devoted to the needs of slum clearance which will cause some
delay in the housing of other classes of applicant.

There are still 5,500 people on the waiting list for Council
Houses which shows how great is the problem we have to cope
with in the face of rising costs which entail higher rents. The
withdrawal of the government subsidy, except for slum clearance
purposes, has placed an almost insuperable obstacle towards
rehousing families in lodgings and living in overcrowded conditions,

One way to overcome this difficulty is to purchase sub-
standard properties at reasonable prices and re-condition them
into suitable dwellings. This has already been tried with great
success at Rhostyllen, Gwersyllt and Rhos, and I hope that
many more properties falling into disrepair because their owners
cannot afford the costs of reconditioning will be acquired, as this
I.r.rill save money on Council Houses, and will relieve our waiting
ist.
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TABLE 20,

HOUSES ERECTED DURING THE YEAR 1958.
Toial No, Council
of Council Private Houses
Council Houwuses Houses in course
Parish. Houses ervecled in compleled of erection
~at 31.12.56. 1956, in 1956. 31.12.56.
Abenbury ... AR ST, 1 e
Allington ... 165 10 3
Bersham ... 327 22 o S . 1
Bieston I S SR s aa T U T T S e
Broughton ... G46 22 3 62
Brymbo .. 342 30 1 50
Burton 1 1| TR e PR — <L 5
Cefn 703 a2 18 .
Erbistock .. 18 mam T Y s S S T
Esc. Above A SR R 1
Esc. Below 347 14 6 8
Gresford .. 129 11y e R .
Gwersyllt ... 8406 41 1 55
Holt " s it ol N R T Col A T T et
Isycoed ... 12 A S P
Llan. Rural 190 = e S N N L e
Llay ' olas 346 A i
Marchwiel .. 103 Gt 5 e G e S e Ty
Minera ... JARES S A L ] L T SRR
Penycae ... ad4d 85 2 68
-, ot HIPE R Py A 2 12
Ruabon .. 348 12 e S e o 38
Sesswick .. RO e 2 i
ToTALS b68565 311 47 311
[ == 3 — e _
SLUM CLEARANCE.

Under Section 25 of the Housing Act, 1936, the Council
decided to proceed to secure the clearance of certain areas in
Rhos by ordering the demolition of the houses therein.

As regards the programme of slum clearance it was decided
to deal with the worst areas first.

WATER SUPPLY.

During 1956, we had a very wet year, apart from a dry
spring, so that there was no shortage of water in our disrrict.

Most of the district is supplied by the Wrexham and East
Denbighshire Water Company, who have taken over most of the
smaller undertakings and have provided a safe and reliable supply.

The Llantysilio Water Supply Scheme is nearing completion
but the reservoir situated in the Llangollen Urban District
Council’s area is incapable of supplying the needs of all the house-
holders hoping to be served by this scheme.

It is desirous for premises to be connected to the main as
soon as possible and for this purpose 20,000 gallons of water per
day would be needed.

The Garth and Froncysyllte Undertakings still remain to
be dealt with for they are subject co periodical surface contamin-
ation as shown by the bacteriological results of the samples
taken at regular intervals.

26



ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE CHIEF PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
FOR THE YEAR 1956,

To the Chairman and Members of the
HEALTH COMMITTEE.

MRr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present the ANNUAL REPORT on the
work carried out by the Public Health Inspectors during 1956.

On the recommendation of the Working Party on the Recruit-
ment, Training and Qualification of Sanitary Inspectors,
legislation was introduced to change the title to that of Public
Health Inspector.

The main activities of the Department during the year
have been concentrated on Meat Inspection and the Inspection
of Unfit Houses.

The introduction of the Food Hygiene Regulations during
the year placed further duties on the Department and every
effort was made to secure the compliance of the regulations in
all food premises. A considerable amount of work was carried
out but it should be pointed out that constant inspection of all
food premises is necessary if a high standard is to be maintained.

I have to acknowledge the assistance and co-operation of
all members of the Staff and the Council’'s Chief Officers.

I would also thank the Chairman and Members of the Health
Committee for their continued confidence and support.

I am, Ladies and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

D. THOMAS,
Chief Public Health Inspector.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955:

No. of wvisits to Food Preparation Premises 148
No. of wvisits to Canteens 20
No. of visits to Restaurants and Sn: u,k I:': e a8
No. of visits to Ice Cream Premises .. 53 39
Mo, of visits to Bakehouses .. ; o4
SHOPS ACT:
No. of visits and inspections ... = 108
MEAT INSPECTION:
No. of visits to Slaughterhouses e 2107
No. of visits to Butchers’ Shops and T T 15
No. of visits to -Knackers Yards . ety T 17
CLERICAL WORK:
No. of Intimatory Notices issued e ¢ D
No. of Intimatory Notices complied wn;h e DBB
No. of Statutory Notices issued 76
No. of Statutory Notices complied w:th B 82
Total No. of Visite and Inspections NS A P e A 12,527

HOUSING.

As the result of the change in the Government's Housing
Policy, the Council decided to erect houses for rehousing families
from unfit houses.

A number of houses ear-marked for demolition before the
outbreak of war were still occupied and as no repairs had been
carried out by the owners in the interim period, the conditions
under which these families lived were deplorable.

As an initial step, 7 Clearance Areas, comprising 35 houses,
were declared. A Public Inquiry was held in August, 1956,
and the Minister of Housing and Local Government subsequently
confirmed the Clearance Orders.

In addition, the Health (Unfit Houses) Sub-committee
considered the condition of 144 Individual Unfit Houses, where
the owners were given the opportunity to submit proposals for
rendering the properties fit for occupation.

112 Demolition Orders and 13 Closing Orders were made,
and 19 Undertakings to improve the properties were accepted
by the Council, of which 7 were completed within the year.

One feature in connection with the unfit houses is the fact
that most of them are occupied by small families of elderly people,
and it would appear that accommodation for these families
;ﬂuld be provided by the erection of bungalows and two bedroom

ouses.

29



During the year a large number of houses have changed
ownership and many houses which were originally placed in
Grade 4 have been repaired and modernised, which has made a
considerable contribution to the improvement of the housing
conditions 1n the area.

After the Council decided to re-introduce Improvement
Grants, 76 applications were received. 4 applications were
rejected but grants to the amount of £11,748 were made to the
owners of 72 houses.

The total expenditure incurred by these owners on the
improvernents, and general repairs which did not rank for grants,
was £37,864.

A large number of houses were repaired as the result of
informal action and personal interviews with the owners, so
that, during the year, a considerable amount has been involved
in maintaining property in a state of repair.

CERTIFICATES OF DISREPAIR.

Two applications for Certificates of Disrepair "under the
Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, were made, but in respect
of one house only was a certificate issued.

This certificate, together with one issued in 1955, were
subsequently revoked as the necessary repairs were carried out.

COUNCIL HOUSE TENANCIES.

The Department paid 2335 visits in connection with applica-
tions for houses. The information provided by the investigations
is collated in the Department and presented to the Selection of
Tenants Sub-committee which enables them to assess the needs
of the applicants.

WATER SUPPLY.

25 samples of water from the wvarious Statutory Water
Undertakings were submitted for bacteriological examination
to the Public Health Laboratory Service, Birkenhead.

The results of the samples are given in Table 22.

In addition, 15 samples of water from private sources were
submitted for bacteriological examination.
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found that the cows were giving milk which was below the
standard. In the other case, in which the deficiency was very
small, the retailer and the farmer who produced the milk were
visited and cautioned.

In addition to the milk samples submitted to the Public
Analyst during the year, thirty-seven samples of milk taken
from Schools and sixty-four from Institutions in the W.R.D.C.
area were tested in this Office by the Inspectors. All of these
samples were found to be up to the presumptive standards pre-
scribed by the Sale of Milk Regulations 1939, viz. : 3 per cent of
fat and 8.5 per cent of solids-not-fat.

Fifty-nine samples of foods and of drugs, as enumerated
in the Table, were certified by the Analyst as being genuine and
free from all prohibited perservatives and colouring matter.

FOOD PREMISES.

The number of registered premises where food is prepared
for human consumption is 81.

It is my opinion that regular inspection of all food premises
is essential but with the present staff it has not been possible to
give this matter the attention which it deserved.

It must, however, be reported that a considerable improve-
ment in the te:(:thue employed at these establishments has
been observed, and occupiers are taking steps to comply with
the requirements of the Food Hygiene Regulations.

ICE CREAM.

The number of premises on the register licenced to store
and sell Ice Cream is now 179. Only one person is manufacturing
on his own premises, all the others buying in bulk from the large
manufacturers.

During the year, 256 samples were submitted for analyses ;
24 were Grade 1, and one Grade 2.

FISH FRYING.

There are 51 premises on the Council’s register. The majority
of these are open in the evenings only and all inspections have
been carried out after the normal duties.

The management of these establishments is generally
satisfactory.

BAKEHOUSES.

The number of bakehouses on the Council’s register at the
end of 1956 was 21, being 8 less than the previous year.
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