[Report 1952] / Medical Officer of Health, Wrexham R.D.C.

Contributors

Wrexham (Wales). Rural District Council.

Publication/Creation
1952

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/a8wgk7pp

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode










ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1952,

To the Chatrman and Members of the
HEALTH COMMITTEE.

Mgr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my second ANNUAL REPORT
on the health and vital statistics of the Wrexham Rural District
for the year ending 31st December, 1952.

The year has been one of outstanding events, for we
witnessed the end of one reign with the tragic death of His Majesty
King [_renrge VI, and the commencement of a new reign with the
accession of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. May we hope
that the new reign will bring Peace and Prosperity in its train.

During the summer we experienced a drought which caused
a serious shortage of water in some parts of our District for several
months. The drought ended in October with storms and heavy
rain which saved the situation. This drought clearly demon-
strated the insuffiency of the water supply to places such as Cefn
and Llantysilio. This state of affairs must be put right as soon
as possible and it is gratifying to report that steps are being taken
to remedy this serious defect which are given in detail in the body
of this report.

The Council’s Housing Schemes have been making good
progress but have not yet succeeded in meeting the urgent needs
nf the District and still greater efforts will be required if the

“‘housing problem” 1s to be mitigated, let alone solved.

Secondary factors also aggravate this problem, among
which is the fact that although Council Houses were originally
intended for those who could not afford a decent house, many
are occupied by persons who could well afford to buy a house of
their own and are consequently being subsidised by the ratepayers
who may be earning less than themselves.

There are also instances of three-bedroom houses being
tenanted by one person, while large families are crowded into one
room in apartments. Some means should be adopted to adjust
these anomalies.

In general, the public are very anxious to do what is right
to safeguard the public health, but there is an amazing ignorance
among many as to the necessity for good hygiene and cleanliness
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POPULATION OF THE RURAL DISTRICT.

The estimated population for the District as given by the
Registrar General was 62,280, which is 343 less than the total
given for the census of 1951, when the population was 62,6235,
This figure shows that the population of the Rural District has
risen by 1597 since 1935, when alteration in the boundaries took
effect and the population was reduced from 64,010 to 60,683,

COMPARABILITY FACTORS.

These figures are supplied by the Registrar General and
enable the crude birth rate and death rate to be adjusted [or
more accurate comparison with other areas. The figure for
adjusting the birth rate is 1.05 and 1.03 for adjusting the death
rate.

BIRTHS.

The number of live births registered during the year was
1044 which is 65 more than the previous year when there were
979. This is an encouraging sign at a time when the balance
between the old and the young is tending to turn on the wrong
side, and we are becoming predominantly a nation of old people.
Unless the Birth Rate continues to rise this tendency will not be
brought to a halt.

There were 33 illegitimate births as compared to 42 in
1951.

The number of male births was 561 and the number of
females was 483, showing a pndc-mmancc: of males over females
of 78.

Confinement in hospitals and nursing homes continues to
be more popular than domiciliary confinement, as shown by the
following figures.

Trevalyn Maternity Husp1t..-1] .J:H 784
Other Hospitals vl 2D
Home - 2(:'.'.!

The government is endeavouring to encourage more
domiciliary confinements by the offer of higher grants for home
cases. Under present conditions it is cheaper and less trouble
for the mother to be confined in the hospitals or nursing homes.

It is somewhat paradoxical that now Midwives are provided
.with every modern contrivance at great expense, such as cars,

gas and oxygen, stethoscope, blood pressure apparatus, etc., they
have fewer cases to attend.

This can hardly be called economical at a time when the
predominant note in national life is the call for economy,
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BIRTH RATE.

The Birth Rate for 1952 is 17.6 (Crude 16.8) as compared
to 16.4 for 1951. This ligure is higher than that for the County
ol Denbigh which was 15,1 and also higher than that for England
and Wales which was 15.3

STILL BIRTHS.

The number of Still Births that occurred during 1952
was 41, as compared with 33 in 1951, It is not always realised
that a considerable number of potential infant life is lost from
this cause. The figure for 1952 is higher than the number of
infants dying under 12 months.

The only means of improving this is by more and better
ante-natal supervision which is not at present assisted by the
Tripartite System of ante-natal supervision existing under the
National Health Service. Where some mothers are under the
care of their own doctor, others attend Hospital clinics and others
County Council clinics. Unification of supervision would improve

matters.

STILL BIRTH RATE.

The still birth rate per 1000 of the population is 0.66 as
compared with 0.53 in 1951. The rate for England and Wales
is 0.35. The still birth rate per 1000 total births, live and still,
is 37.78, and shows a considerable increase over the 1951 figure
which was 33.7.

DEATHS.

There were 677 deaths registered in 1952 as compared
with 929 deaths in 1951. This shows a reduction of 252 on the
previous year, which had been the highest total for many years.

There were 401 male deaths and 276 female deaths.

From Table 6 the main causes of death can be readily
seen. Diseases of Heart and Vascular System and Malignant
Disease, take the highest toll of life.

With the advent of the National Health Act and the new
resources at the service of Medical Science, one expects a fall in
the number of deaths. Many of the killing diseases have lost
their terrors, for Diphtheria, Scarlet Fever, Pneumonia and
Meningitis no longer take the toll of life that they used to, and
the expectation of life has jumped by 12 years in half a century.

On the other hand certain diseases are on the increase and
cause more deaths.

Lung diseases, principally Cancer, caused six times as many
deaths among males and nearly three times as many females as
occurred 20 years ago.
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PREVALENCE OF, AND CONTROL OVER,
NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

All cases of notifiable infectious diseases should be notified
to the M.O.H. immediately. As soon as this is done, it 1s the
responsibility of the M.O.H. to see that reasonable precautions
are taken to prevent the spread of infection by means of isolation
and disinfection of infected articles and premises. All too
frequently infectious cases are allowed to mix freely with other
children in public places, in contravention of the Public Health
Act, 1936.

Of recent years some Infectious Diseases have changed
their character and although' Scarlet IFever has become com-
paratively mild and rare, others such as Measles, have become
more common and more deadly.

Diphtheria has been non-existent for several years in this
District as a result of immunisation, and we hope a similar result
will follow the immunisation against Whooping Cough only
recently commenced.

Table 7 shows the incidence of these diseases in the various
Parishes.

SCARLET FEVER.

There were 68 cases of Scarlet Fever notified during the
year as compared with 41 notified in 1951.

There has been no serious outbreak of this disease [or
several years and the figure shows only slight fluctuation {rom
year to year.

POLIO-ENCEPHALITIS AND POLIOMYELITIS.

It is gratifying to report that only 2 cases ol this discase
were notified during the year.

WHOOPING COUGH.

Only 55 cases of Whooping Cough were notified in 1952
as compared to 114 cases in 1951 and 165 in 1950.

These figures show a marked drop in the incidence of this
disease which is very desirable, for the discase causes so great
suffering to young infants and is reported to be responsible for
more deaths of young children during epidemics than all other
infectious diseases combined.

MEASLES.

There were 318 cases of Measles notilied as compared to
479 in 1951. These figures are comparatively low for this disease
which did not reach epidemic propertions this year. Epidemics
are generally repeated every two years.

15






PNEUMONIA.

31 cases of Pneumonia were notified during the year as
compared with 72 cases in 1951.

8 were under 25 years of age and 23 were over 25 years of
age. 11 deaths occurred from their number.

Pneumonia is particularly fatal to the very young and
the aged.

TUBERCULOSIS.

82 cases of Tuberculosis were notified during the year as
compared to 71 cases in 1951,

Of these, 74 were Pulmonary Tuberculosis and 8 Non-
Pulmonary Tuberculosis. There were 10 deaths from Pulmonary
Tuberculosis and 6 from Non-Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

One of the great difficulties in dealing with Tuberculosis
1s the problem of the temporarily cured or improved patients who

leave the Sanatorium to return to hopelessly unsuitable sur-
roundings.

The problem 1s being dealt with by giving housing priority
to Tubercular patients and we are kept informed by the Chest
Physician which cases most need re-housing.

The Mass Radiography Service is doing valuable work in
our District and has visited most of the industrial areas. The
visits are well advertised and the public has made good use of
the service. Apart from the advantage of discovering early
cases of Tuberculosis and other defects of the chest, th: radio-
graph reassures the remainder that they are healthy and s» takes
a load off many people’s minds.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES IN COUNCIL HOUSES.

A comparison of the incidence of infectious diseases in
Council Houses with that of other houses shows that 226 cases
were notified from Council Houses out of a total of 589, leaving
a balance of 363 from other types of house. 30 cases of Tuber-
culosis were notified from Council Houses out of a total of 82,
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IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA AND WHOOPING
COUGH.

The County Council is responsible for the arrangements
for the i:;u'rviu"' out of Immunisation and Vaccination.

Parents may either have their children done by their own
doctor or at the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics. They are
advised to have their children immunised after about the eighth
month and then to have a booster dose just before going to school
at the age of 4 years. This procedure is the most reliable way of
maintaining full protection.

It is important that over 759, of the children in a com-
munity should be protected, otherwise there is a danger of out-
breaks of Diphtheria occurring, and it should always be remem-
bered that Diphtheria is still “‘deadly.” Children may be im-
munised against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough separately or
they may receive a combined dose, which gives protection against
both diseases.

By choosing the combined method the child need only
have three injections instead of 6, which would be necessary
when immunising separately.

During the year 134 received primary doses for Diphtheria,
which means being immunised for the first time, while 295 received
Booster or re-inforcing doses at about the age of 4 years.

12 were immunised for Whooping Cough alone (these
children had probably already been immunised for Diphtheria).

The combined injection for Diphtheria and Whooping
Cough has gained in popularity, as 212 were immunised as com-
pared to 86 last year.

DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION.
Primary Doses.

0—>5 yrs. H—14 yrs, Total.
(] 135 134
Re-inforeings.
0—5 yrs. 5—14 yrs, Total.
25 270 2005

DIPHTHERIA AND WHOOPING COUGH
IMMUNISATION (COMBINED).

(£
—
[

0—5 VTIs.

WHOOPING COUGH IMMUNISATION.

L8]

0—>3 yrs. 1

VACCINATION.

In proportion to the number of children born it might be
true to say that vaccination is hardly practiced in this District,

There is a great deal of ignorance as to this procedure, {or
many mothers have not the slightest idea against what disease
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SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

Most of our District is well sewered, but there are certain
outlying districts that have not yet been supplied with these
amenities. Schemes are under consideration for Burton, Lavister,
while certain houses on the main road at Johnstown require a
sewer,

During the year the drainage scheme for Marchwiel village
was commenced and completed and the drainage scheme for
Bwlchgwyn and Minera was commenced.

Schemes such as these are expensive and before they can
be undertaken, an Enquiry is held by the Ministry as to the
urgency of the need thereof.

HOUSING.

The Housing Programme has been carried on with
customary vigour and the Wrexham Rural District Council
had the distinction of being the leading housing authority of its
kind in Wales for the number of houses built since 1945,

During the year 375 Council houses were completed,
while 33 Private Houses were built, bringing the total number
of Council Houses in the District up to 4,427,

In spite of this excellent progress, our housing problems
remain as great as ever. Many families are living under conditions
that are totally unfit. Overcrowding is rife and in some cases
the sexes are not segregated as they should be. Unfortunately,
people have to live under these intolerable conditions for years,
without hope of relief in the near future. This results in nuch
domestic unhappiness, from the simple fact that these families
are never able to obtain the slightest degree of privacy, comfort
or quietness, and as a result it is impossible to assess the number

of nervous breakdowns that have been caused by such environ-
mental conditions.

Furthermore, it is a matter for grave concern that many
houses are in a bad condition through lack of attention in past
years, and the limitation of repair work during the war years.

Programmes for building new houses can only affect this
aspect of the Housing Problem, in so far as demolition orders
are made and tenants rehoused.

The Government should be urged to take action to enable
local authorities to enforce effectively the provisions of the
Housing Acts in regard to the habitable standards of existing
houses.
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found necessary to cut off the water supply for long periods during
each day, thereby causing great mconvenience to both domestic
and commercial users.

The reservoirs supplying this area® are quite inadequate
to meet the present demand when there is a period of low rainfall.

Proposals are under consideration f[or the compulsory
acquisition of the Celn Water Undertaking by the Wrexham Water
Company, subject to the Wrexham Rural District Council
receiving assurances that—

(@) An adequate and constant supply of wholesome water
would be made available for all houses and premises
within the area of supply of the Cefn Water Company,
whether by gravitation, boosting or otherwise.

(b) That a rebate on the Wrexham Company’s existing
scale of charges be granted to consumers in the area
during the transitional period.

RUABON WATER COMPANY.

Proposals are also under consideration for the acquisition
of the Ruabon Water Undertaking by the Wrexham and East
Denbighshire Water Company. The Wrexham Water Company
propose to improve the water supply in the Ruabon area by the
immediate laying of a "'Bus Main"’ to connect the Wrexham area
to the Ruabon area and later to the Cefn area.

The Company hoped that there would be a marked improve-
ment in the water supply within twelve months.

LLANTYSILIO WATER SCHEME.

Llantysilio remains one of the few places in the Rural
IDistrict without a piped water supply. They have no other
adequate means of supply, having to rely on wells and streams,
with the result that water has to be transported there during
times of drought.

In order to remedy this serious deficiency, the Council
propose to acquire a bulk supply from the Llangollen Urban
District Council.

These proposals were considered at a Public Inquiry held
at Llangollen on 27th February, 1952. When this scheme is
approved and goes into operation 1t will greatly improve the
amenities of Llantysilio.

Samples of all the water supplies have been taken through-
out the year, the results of which are shown in Table 16.
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1938.

No. of visits to food premises e 003
No. of pigs inspected 26
No. of lce Cream samples t.,Ll{r.,n 5 ik 55

CLERICAL WORK.

No. of Intimatory Notices issued i o s 769

No. ol Intimatory Notices complied with .. 0697

No. of Statutory Notices issued ; 122

No. of Statutory Notices complied w1th 170

Total number of visits and inspections 12 111
HOUSING.

~In spite of the progress made by the Council with the
erection of houses, a large number of families still occupy houses
which are sub-standard.

Many owners have carried out their obligations and
maintain their property in a reasonable state of repair, but there
are others, who for various reasons, make no attempt to comply
with the notices served upon them.

The repair and maintenance of existing houses is an
mmportant factor in the adequate housing of the public and the
failure of owners to meet their obligations will eventually impose
an undue strain on the finances of the Council, who will be com-
pelled to either re-house the occupants in Council houses, or
undertake the work of improving and repairing the property
in default. Many such owners are aged, with a limited income,
which does not permit them to carry out extensive repairs.

A large number of sub-standard properties which were
carmarked for demolition in 1§38, and which were still occupied,
had deteriorated to such an extent that they were dangerous,
and representations were made to the Health Committee f[or
these houses to be dealt with under Section 11 of the Housing
Act, 1936.

A Sub-Committee was appointed to inspect the 49 houses
where representations had been made, and eventually Demolition
Orders were made in each case. It is significant that no under-
taking to repair the properties was submitted for the consider-
ation of the Council. 7 houses on which Demolition Orders
were operative have been demolished.

555 properties were inspected under the Housing Act,
1936, involving 1471 visits, and 70 were repaired on the service
of informal notices, but in 63 instances, it was necessary to serve
Statutory Notices on the owners. 23 were complied with by
the owners but in 2 instances it was necessary for the Council to
carry out the work in default.
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OVERCROWDING.

No definite figures of the extent of overcrowding existing
in the area are available, as there 1s a constant movement of
tenants.

233 overcrowded families, involving 1007 persons, were
re-housed by the Council during the year.

LICENCES.

50 licences, amounting to (16,247 were issued for repairing
and improving property.

COUNCIL HOUSE APPLICANTS.

2931 wvisits were paid by the Sanitary Inspectors to
applicants for Council Houses.

The inspections provide information on conditions pre-
vailing at each house and any special features are duly noted
and the information obtained is collated and presented to the
Selection of Tenants Sub-Committees, who are then better able
to determine the need of each family. This method of allocating
houses, in spite of criticism levelled by disappointed applicants,
generally gives satisfaction.

DRAINAGE AND SEWERAGE.

The drainage of the village of Plasbennion and the parish
of Marchwiel were completed during the year, and private property
owners are to be complimented for the expeditious way in which
they connected their properties to the sewer, and it can be reported
that all properties within the sewered area, with the exception
of those houses earmarked for demolition, have been connected
to the main sewerage scheme. The total number of houses
connected during the year is 95,

MEAT INSPECTION.

All the meat consumed in the Rural District is slaughterad
at the Wrexham Borough Abattoir. There are 4 Slaunghter
Houses within the Rural Disrrict which are registered for the
purpose of slaughtering cottagers’ pigs. During the year 26
pigs were slaughtered and examined and in no case was it necessary
to condemn any proportion of the carcases.

FOOD CONDEMNED.

The following Table shows the articles of food which have
been inspected at the various shops, and found to be unfit for
human consumption.

al









Public Analyst certified the addition of 69, of water and the
vendor, who was a farmer in the area, was prosecuted but tha
justices dismissed the case,

In addition to the 103 samples of milk analysed by the
Public Analyst during the year, 28 samples of milk, taken [rom
Schools, etc., i the area, were tested in this Office by the In-
spectors. The School milks were all genuine and of good quality.

One informal sample of pork sausages was certified to be
slightly deficient in meat and the butcher who manufactured
and sold them was visited and cautioned. A short time after
the Inspector’s visit another sample of sausages was taken from
this butcher and he had apparently put the matter right for
these proved to be up to the standard.

All other samples were certified by the Public Analyst to be
genuine and free from all prohibited preservatives and colouring
matter.

FOOD PREPARATION ROOMS.

There are 78 premises where food is prepared and stored,
an increase ol 4 on the previous year. 363 visits were paid and
the standard of cleanliness and management is well maintained.

BAKEHOUSES.

The total number of bakehouses on the register is 36.
During the year 2 premises were discontinued as bakehouses and
1 premises registered. 102 visits were paid and all premises were
found to be clean, the limewashing and painting carried out in
accordance with the regulations,

FISH AND CHIP SHOPS.

There are 83 premises in which the trade of I“ish Frying is
carried on, 1 premises having been discontinued during the year.
The premises and the fittings are well maintained and comply
with the Clean FFood Regulations.

ICE CREAM.

There are 136 persons registered to store and retail Ice
Cream, 11 having been registered during the year, and 12 having
discontinued.

55 samples of Ice Cream were submitted for bacteriological
examination, all of which-were found to comply with the standard
laid down,

MILK REGULATIONS, 1949.
During the year 39 Retailers” Licences and 8 Supplementary
Licences were issued by the Council under the above Regulations,

WATER SUPPLY.
82 Samples of water have been submitted for bacteriological
analyses during the year. The following Table gives the results,
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During the year the following treatments took place :

Manhaoles 6o
Refuse Tips 83
Sewage Works ... Th
Dlomestic Premises 24400
Business Premises 4
River Banks i ek Tl 4

78 farms were inspected and where infestation was found,
the Pests Officer of the Agricultural Executive Committee was
informed, who made the necessary arrangements for the treatment
of the premises. In no case was it found necessary to serve
Statutory Notices on the occupiers of infested farms,

INFESTATION BY BED BUGS.

28 premises were found to be infested by bed bugs, 15 in
Council Houses and 13 in Private Houses.

The premises, including furniture, were treated with
Zaldecide and no re-infestation was reported.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

There are two licenced Knackers Yards in the District, at
Tyddyn Daniel, Marchwiel, and Ffrwd, Brymbo.

40 visits were paid to the Knackers Yards which were
found to be conducted in a satisfactory manner.

There i1s also one registered Marine Store in the area.
Certain alterations have been carried out to the premises and the
business is now conducted satisfactorily.

RAG FLOCK AND OTHER FILLING MATERIALS ACT, 1951.

Two premises have been registered under the above Act
for the storage and use of Rag Flock in the manufacture of furniture

etc. No samples of the filling material have been submitted for
examination,

PUBLIC CLEANSING.
This important service is operated by the Council through-

out the district, excepting in the agrictural parishes of Abenbury,
Bieston, Erddig, Erbistock and Sesswick.

In addition to the Council's property in these parishes,
arrangements have been made with the owners of 157 privately
owned properties for the refuse to be cleared, for which they
pay an annual charge.
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