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!.'J 72,0000 acres and this extension included a large amount of
agricultural countryside which was wholly devoid of a piped
water supply and every endeavour is now being made to see that
these areas have the amenities which are already possessed by
other more fortunate Parishes,

During the year 1950 the number of births and also the
adjusted Birth Rate have diminished, whereas there has been
an increase in the number of deaths with an increase in the ad-
justed Death Rate. The Infantile Mortality Rate has also
increased.

The chief event during the year has been the increase in the
number of cases of notifiable infections diseases. This is chiefly
due to the Measles and Whooping Cough notifications. One
more factor has been the outbreak of Poliomyelitis or |Infantile
Paralysis. Another more satisfactory feature has been the total
absence of Diphtheria in our area. [ have already told the
Council in my valedictory address that during one twelve months
there were no fewer than 900 cases of Diphtheria in our area,
which resulted in some 50 to 60 deaths. In 1934 the system of
immunising children commenced and since that date it is estimated
that some 17,000 children have been immunised and as a result
of this the incidence of diphtheria has progressively decreased
and there have been no cases of diphtheria in our area (which has
a population of 62,280) for 3 years,

Before I say farewell I would wish to pay tribute to the
excellent work carried out by the Chief Sanitary Inspector and
his staff of District Sanitary Inspectors, and would specially
wish to thank my two lady clerks, Miss Olwen Davies and Miss
Barbara Whitley for the conscientious and efficient work that
they have carried out.

[ leave this Council with regret and will always look back
with pleasure to the assistance and co-operation that I have
received from the Chairmen and Members of the Council. I
would also like to thank the various Chairmen of the Health
Committee. Finally, I wish to pay a tribute to the assistance
and advice that I have received from the Clerk of the Council,
Mr. Trevor L. Williams, and also from the Chief Officials, their
Deputies and Staffs,

I have the honour to be, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

T. P. EDWARDS, M.D., B.S. (Lond.), D.P.H. (Cantab),
MEDIcAL OFFICER OoF HEALTH.
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POPULATION OF THE RURAL DISTRICT. L]

The Registrar-General has provided us with the estimate
for the population for mid-year 1950, and the figures that he has
given is 62,280. This is an increase of 280 on the Civilian popula-
tion of last year, but if one includes Non-Civilians in the figure
for last year, the population show a reduction of 40.

COMPARABILITY FACTORS.

We have also been supplied with comparability factors,
namely 1.07 for calculating the Birth Rates and 1.04 for calcul-
ating the Death Rates.

These factors take into consideration differences in sexes
and ages and thus gives one more accurate figures for comparing
our area with other local authorities.

BIRTHS.

The number of live births registered during the year was
1,052 which is a reduction of a 100 over the figure for 1949, 1In
my last ANNUAL REPorT | referred to the steady diminution in
the number of births during the preceeding three years, thus
the diminution is still continuing.

Of the total number of births 40 were illegitimate and 1,012
legitimate. The percentage of illegitimate births as compared
with the total live births is 3,8 as compared with 5.2 in 1949
and 4.9 in 1948. Of the births 551 were Males as compared
with 619 in 1949 and 501 were females as compared with 533 in
1949. Thus the number of male births has decreased by 68 and
the female births by 32.

Of the 1052 births 484 occurred in the Trevalyn Maternity
Hospital as compared with 537 in 1949 and 558 in 1948,

BIRTH RATE. :

The adjusted Birth Rate, based on the number of live births
In our area, amounts to 18.08 as compared with 19.2 in 1949,
19.8 in 1948 and 22.1-in 1947. The corresponding figure for
England and Wales was 15.8 as compared with 16.7 in 1949 and
17.9 in 1948. . Thus our Birth Rate, though dimimshed, is still
higher than the country as a whole.

In Table 2 the Birth Rate is given for the separate Parnishes
and it is of interest to note that the highest Birth Rate occurs
in the agricultural Parish of Abenbury, namely 33.4. High
Birth Rates are also to be seen in Bieston, Holt, Llay and Ruabon.
No births occurred in the Parish of Erddig, which is a small
agricultural parish, consisting of one estate. Low Birth Rates
are shown in Burton, namely 5.2, Esclusham Above 6.1, Llan-
tysilio 3.3, Llangollen Rural 7.4 and Isycoed 9.6. All of these
are agricultural parishes, though LlangoNen Rural is becoming
urbanised owing to housing developments 1 the Trevor area,
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@rILL BIRTHS.

During the year 50 Still Births took place as compared with
40 in 1949 and 45 in 1948, Of these 46 were legitimate and 4
illegitimate and of the total number 27 were males and 23 females.

STILL BIRTH RATE.

The Still Birth Rate per 1000 population is 0.80 as compared
with 0.64 in 1949 and 0.72 in 1948. The figure for England and
Wales is 0.37. Thus we still have a very high Still Birth Rate
In our area.

The Still Birth Rate per 1000 total births (live and still) is
45.3 as compared with 33.5 in 1949 and 35.3 in 1948,

DEATHS.

In 1950 there were 813 deaths as compared with 749 in
1949 and 672 in 1948. There is thus an increase of 64 deaths as
compared with 749 in 1949 and 672 in 1948. There is thus an
increase of 64 deaths as compared with the previous year. Of
this total 445 were Males and 368 Females. The male deaths
were increased by 36 and the female deaths by 28.

Table 6 indicates the number of persons of both sexes who
have died from the 36 natural causes. In this connection, certain
alterations have occurred in the nomenclature of the deaths.
For the first time for many years deaths from Typhoid Fever
and Scarlet Fever have been omitted. The deaths from the
Malignant Diseases also show certain alterations. With reference
to Heart Disease the classification has been altered to include
Coronary Disease and Angina, and also Hypertension with heart

disease. Another new classification is that of Hyperplasia of
Prostate.

25 persons died from Tuberculosis, 20 of them being Males.
22 of the deaths occurred from Pulmonary Tuberculosis, 19
Males and 3 Females. 102 deaths occurred from Vascular Lesions
of the Nervous System, which includes Cerebral Haemorrhage.
Of these 46 were Males and 56 were {emales. 242 deaths occurred
from Heart Disease, 125 being males and 117 females. An
interesting point is the fact that 60 deaths occurred from Coronary
Disease, and of these 42 were males. 30 people died from Pneu-
monia and 60 from Bronchitis. 12 deaths occurred from other
respiratory diseases.

Of the total number of deaths 162 occurred in Rhos, 92 in
Broughton, 71 in Cefn, 60 in Gwersyllt. The only Parish in
which there were no deaths was the Parish of Erddig. Neverthe-
less there were a very low number of deaths in Abenbury, Sesswick,
Llantysilio, Isycoed, Bieston, Burton, Erbistock and Esclusham
Above. All these Parishes are agricultural in nature,
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DEATH RATE. .

The total adjusted Death Rate for the year was 12.58 as
compared with 12.2 in 1949 and 10.7 in 1948. There has thus
been an increase of 0.38 over the figures for 1949. The corres-
ponding rate for England and Wales was 11.6 as compared with
11.7 in 1949. The highest death rate was in Bieston, and there
was also a high rate in Minera. There were low death rates in
Allington, Burton and Llantysilio.

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

Of the 813 total deaths which occurred during the year 53
occurred amongst infants below one year of age. This figure
should be compared with 49 in 1949 and 55 in 1948. There has
thus been a slight increase in the number of deaths for 1950 as
compared with 1949. Of these deaths 28 were males and 25 were
females. 49 were legitimate and 4 were illegitimate.

In reference to the incidence of Infantile Mortality according
to Parishes there were no Infantile deaths in Erbistock, Erddig,
Esclusham Above, Isycoed, Llantysilio, Marchwiel and Sesswick.
In each of the following Parishes, only one Infantile death oc-
curred : Abenbury, Bersham, Bieston, Burton, Brymbo and
Llangollen Rural.

INFANTILE MORTALITY RATE.

The Infantile Mortality Rate per 1000 Live Births for 1950
was 50.4 as compared with 42.5 in 1949, 44.6 in 1948, 48.1 in
1947 and 51.3 in 1946. There was thus a substantial increase
in the Mortallty Rate during the year. This can be explained
by the diminution in the number of births, dccompame{l by a
slight increase in the number of deaths.

As regards the Parishes, the biggest Infantile Mortality Rate
occurred in Bieston, namely 200, and high Infantile Mortality
Rates were also seen in Abenbury and Minera. In all these
Parishes there were comparatively few births.

DEATHS FROM MALIGNANT DISEASES.

During the year there were 118 deaths from Cancer and
other Malignant Diseases as compared with 116 in 1949. Of
these 65 were males and 53 were females.

The ratio of deaths from Cancer to total deaths is 1: 6.9 as
compared with 1:6.4 in 1949,

The Malignant Diseases Death Rate per 1000 population was
1.9 which is identical with that of the previous year. The localities
in the body where this disease occurred is shown in the following
table.
12












Of these 92 cases, 17 occurred in Rhos, 16 in Cefn, 10 in
Brymbo and 9 in Llay.

The case rate per 1000 population was 1.4 as compared with
1.6 in 1949. The case rate for England and Wales was 1.5.

DIPHTHERIA.
There were no notifications during the year. This is a very
satisfactory state of affairs and indicate the success of the cam-

paign of immunisation which has been carried out during the
last few years. The case rate for England and Wales was 0.02
per 1000 population.

TYPHOID AND PARA-TYPHOID FEVERS.

No notifications during the year. The case rate for England
and Wales was 0.01.

ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS.

31 cases of Poliomyelitis were notified during the year as
compared with nil in 1949. Of these cases, 15 occurred between
the ages of 15 and 24 and 7 between the ages of 3 and 4. One
child under the age of one year was affected. There was one
death during the year.

Of these cases 12 occurred in Allington, 4 in Cefn, 3 in Gresford
and 2 in Rhos.

The case rate per 1000 population was 0.5. The rate for
England and Wales was 0.18.

POLIO-ENCEPHALITIS.
1 case was notified during the year.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.
1 case was notified during the year,

MENINGOCOCCAL INFECTION.

3 cases were notified during the year, 2 of which were Cerebro-
Spinal Meningitis. The third was a case of meningococcal
infection.

ERYSIPELAS.

20 cases of Erysipelas were notified during the year as com-
pared with 18 in 1949 and 33 in 1948, Of these cases, 19 were
adults over the age of 25. 6 of the cases occurred in Rhos, 4 in
Penycae, and the remainder were scattered throughout the
various Parishes in our area,
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The case rate per 1000 population was 0.3. The case rate
for England and Wales was 0.17.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA.

One case was notified during the year. There were none
in 1949,

The rate per 1,000 Total (Live and Still) Births was 0.9
as compared with 5.81 for England and Wales.

PNEUMONIA.

55 cases of Pneumonia were notified during the vear as
compared with 64 in 1949 and 92 in 1948. Of these, 28 were
adults over the age of 25 and 11 were children between the ages
of 3 and 4. In one instance the age of the patient was unknown.

17 notifications were received from Gwersyllt, 14 from
Cefn, 6 from Broughton, 5 from Ruabon and 4 from Brymbo.

The case rate per 1000 population was 0.8 as compared with
1.3 for 1949 and 1948. The rate for England and Wales was
0.70.

WHOOPING COUGH.

165 cases were notified during the year as compared with
33 in 1949. Of these cases, 54 were children between the ages
of 3 and 4 and 52 between the ages of 1 and 2. 16 cases occurred
under the age of 12 months and in 3 instances the age was un-
known.

Of these cases 48 came from Gwersyllt, 42 from Broughton,
18 from Llay, 15 from Rhos, 14 from Brymbo and 11 from Cein.

The case rate per 1000 population was 2.6 as compared with
(.5 for 1949 and 3.04 for 1948. The rate for England and Wales
was 3.60.

MEASLES.

731 cases were notified during the year as compared with
121 in 1949. Of these, 294 were cases of children between the
ages of 3 and 4 and 233 cases occurred in children between the
ages of 5 and 10.  There were 35 cases under the age of 12 months
and 148 cases between the ages of 1 and 2. In 5 cases the ages
were unknown.

Of these cases, 132 came from Rhos, 102 from Esclusham
Below, 98 from Gwersyllt, 95 from Cefn, 78 from Broughton, 43
from Bersham, 40 from Brymbo and 14 from Ruabon,

The case rate per 1000 population was 10.1 as compared
with 1.1 in 1949 and 11.5 in 1948. The rate for England and
Wales was 8.39.
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.NURSIHG SERVICES.
(1) GENERAL AND MIDWIFERY.

District Nurse, Midwives and District Nurses for the home visiting
of the sick and for Maternity Cases are provided in the
following areas-—

Brymbao 2 Gwersyllt 2
Broughton 2 Llay 2
Bwlchgwyn | Chverton |
Celn 2 Ithos 3
Coedpoeth 1 Rhostyllen 1
Ciresford | Hualon 1
Holt 1 Trevor 1

(2) HEALTH VISITORS.

There are six Health Visitors (who are also School Nurses) em-
ployed in the Rural District on Maternity and Child Welfare
and School Medical work. They are under the control of
the Denbighshire County Council.

PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS OF THE WREXHAM RURAL
DISTRICT COUNCIL.
The only change in the Staff of the Public Health Department

during the year was the appointment of Mr. H. Adamson as
Superintendent of Refuse Removal.

WATER SUPPLY.

There are four Water Companies supplying water in our
area, namely the Wrexham and East Denbighshire Water
Company, Brymbo Water Company, Cefn Water Company and
the Ruabon Water Company. In addition to these the Council
has two schemes for the supplying of water to the Garth and
Vroncysyllte areas.

A piped water supply to stand-pipes has been completed to
the villages of Pentredwr, Trevor Ucha and Vron (Llanerch),
Steps are also being taken to have a supply of water in the Llan-
tysilio and Sun Bank area. Work has also been commenced in
reference to the supply of water to the Aberoer area. This is
being done chiefly by the Brymbo Water Company and the
Wrexham and East Denbighshire Water Company. When these
schemes have been completed, practically the whole of the area
will have the advantages of a piped water supply.

WREXHAM AND EAST DENBIGHSHIRE WATER COMPANY.

7 samples of water were taken from the mains of this Company
during the year and all were found to be satisfactory. A chemical
analysis was also taken and showed that the water had 7.2 degrees
of hardness, including 4.2 temporary hardness. The most
interesting feature in this chemical analysis was the presence of
zinc 1n the concentration of 0.1 parts per 100,000,

During the year there was a period of drought and the
Wrexham Water Company was able to supply a sufficient supply
of water throughout this period and at the same time were able
to supply water to the Ruabon Water Company in a state of
emergency.
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BRYMBO WATER COMPANY. .

10 samples of water were taken for bacteriological analysis
during the year, and of these 8 were satisfactory. The other two,
which were taken from the same premises in Southsea, proved
to be unsatisfactory. A supply of water was taken from these
same premises for chemical analysis and this showed the absence
of I'ree and Saline Ammonia and a hardness of 2.3, which included
Temporary Hardness of 1.8 degrees. This sample was satis-
factory.

The Brymbo Water Company are co-operating with the.
Wrexham an(l East Denbighshire Water Company in supplying
water to the Aberoer and Vrondeg areas and this scheme is now
being put into effect.

RUABON WATER COMPANY.

15 samples of water were taken for bacteriological examin-
ation during the year and of these 9 were satisfactory. One of
the satisfactory samples showed that the water was on the border-
line but was regarded as satisfactory. A sample of water taken
from these premises at a later date was unsatisfactory. There
were 6 samples regarded as unsatisfactory. A sample for chemical
analysis was also taken and this proved to:be satisfactory. The
hardness was 5.2 degrees and of this 4.9 was temporary hardness.
The pH value was found to be 8.4.

During the year there was a prolonged drought and as usual
in such circumstances the supply of water from this Company is
strained to the utmost. An additional supply of water was
obtained from the Wrexham and East Denbighshire Water
Company’s mains, who helped them in this emergency. I have
always considered that this Company should seriously consider
the installation of an additional reservoir and this is especially
important when one takes into consideration the increasing
number of houses that are continually being constructed in the
area of supply from this Company. The more Council Houses
there are, the greater is the number of baths and consequently
there is a greater demand for water,

CEFN WATER COMPANY.

10 samples of water were taken during the year, and of these
four were satisfactory. In two other cases the water was regarded
as fair but in one of these there was an improvement on a previous
sample taken from the same premises. Four samples were un-
satisfactory. One sample of water was taken for chemical anal-
ysis and the result showed hardness of 9.8 degrees and of this 7.7
was temporary hardness. The sample was satisfactory.

A great deal has been said in my previous Reports in reference
to this Company, and it must be recognised that the supply of
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RAINFALL. ¢

We have been supplied with the following rainfall figures
taken at Packsaddle by the Wrexham and East Denbighshire
Water Company, and I wish to express appreciation of the manner
in which the Company supplies us with this information yearly,

1950.
January | 1.29 inches | May 1.30 inches | Sept. 4.81 inches
IFeb. ti.15 inches | June A6 inches | October 2.65 inches
March 1.92 inches | July 2.38 inches | Nowv. 4.56 inches
April 4.20 inches | August | 4.34 inches | December| 2.72 inches

MILK.

A large amount of time is devoted by the Health Department
to the supervision of milk supplies in our area. Attention is paid
to the various farms, and improvements are continually being
obtained in the methods of production and preparation of milk.

The question of milk supply in our area is discussed in more
detail by the Chief Sanitary Inspector in his part of the Report.

Frequent samples are taken and the necessary action is also
taken where required.

SEWERAGE AND DRAINAGE.

2 schemes received attention during the year; one was for
providing a sewerage scheme at Marchwiel village. Up to the
present, only the Council Houses at Marchwiel have been con-
nected to the Sewage Disposal Works at Five Fords, which is
owned by the Borough of Wrexham, and the scheme has been
submitted to the Wrexham Borough Council for their approval,

The second sewerage scheme is that for the village of Plas-
bennion, and at the time of preparing this Report a sewer is in
the course of construction.

The Engineer has reported to me that a piped supply of
water has been completed by the Council to the Villages of Pentre-
dwr, Trevor Uchaf and Vron (Llanerch).

HOUSING.

During the year 1950, 218 houses have been completed, and
of these 19 were built by private enterprise and 199 under the
various Council schemes. The latter included 58 in Rhos, 47
in Gwersyllt, 32 in Holt, 20 in Broughton, 14 in Brymbo, 14 in
Cefn and 8 in Penycae. 6 houses were also completed in Sesswick.
The private houses were scattered throughout the area in 10
different parishes, and these included three each in Bersham,
Gresford and Rhos.

At the end of the year 283 houses were in course of erection
and of these 120 were in Cefn, 36 in Rhos, 48 in Bersham and 39
in Brymbo.
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At the end of the year the Council owned 3,897 houses,
which is 21.9 per cent of the total houses in our area. At the
time of preparing this Report, the 4,000th house built by the
Council was opened. This does not, of course, indicate that the
Wrexham Rural District Council owns all of these 4,000 houses,
as in 1935, when there were alterations in the Boundaries, 128
of our Council Houses were transferred to the Borough of Wrex-
ham, while on the other hand 34 Council Houses were added to
our area from Llangollen Rural and Llantysilio.

It may be of interest to make a few general remarks on the
housing situation in our area. It must be borne in mind that
during the twenty-eight years in which I have held the post of
Medical Officer of Health, very substantial progress has been made
in the housing situation, especially when one remembers the fact
that in 1923 the Council had only built 83 houses, whereas at the
present time, we have already built 4,000 houses (as has already
been mentioned). Plans are also in force for the construction of
further additions to this number. In the very near future the
number of Council Houses will soon be 25 per cent of the total
houses in the area. DBuilding developments have occurred as a
result of industrial developments in our area, as is instanced by
the village in the Wrexham Trading Estate in the Parish of
Abenbury.

There is, unfortunately, a large number of unfit houses in our
area, but a good many of these were condemned and closed

- previous to the outbreak of hostilities in 1939, but some of these

houses were re-occupied in an illegal manner and steps have had
to be taken by the Council to deal with this situation. It 1s to
be regretted that the Ministry of Health would not allow us to
demolish the houses already condemned and it must be pointed
out that the longer these houses remain the worse becomes their
condition. In certain cases they have become derelict and
dangerous and have to receive the attention of the Engineer's
Department.

There is still a large amount of overcrowding in our area,
and the attention of the health department is continually being
drawn to this aspect of the housing situation by applicants who
are desirous of obtaining better accommododation than that in
which they are now living. This appears to be a perennial source
of complaint and no doubt will exist for many years to come.

The construction of Council houses has caused re-distribution
of population and unfortunately some of the Council Houses are
already overcrowded, though every step is being taken by the
Council to deal with this problem. It may be that in certain
cases this overcrowding is deliberate in order to force the Council
to support the claims of applicants for a house. It is hoped that
in the near future we can re-commence our programme ol demol-
ishing unfit houses, of which there are a large number in our area.
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1928 'TO 1850.

As I am now preparing my Annual Report for 1950, T thought
it would be instructive and advisable to present a survey of the
progress of Public Health in the Wrexham Rural District during
the period that I have held the post. I was appointed on Sth
August, 1923, but did not commence my duties until October 1st,
1923. The appointments then held were Medical Officer of
Health to the Wrexham Rural District Council, Medical Officer
of Health to the Wrexham Borough, School Medical Officer,
Wrexham Borough, and Medical Superintendent to the Joint
Fever Hospital. This was then the property of the Rural District
Council, but administered by the Joint Hospital Committee,
which comprised of representatives of eight contributory auth-
orities.

1923.

The Council had its Headquarters at the Midland Bank
Chambers, High Street, Wrexham, and the Chairman of the
Council was Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bt., and the Clerk was
Mr. George Vernon Price.

The acreage of the area was 58,863 and the Population was
65,140. The number of inhabited houses was estimated at
13,214, and the density of population per house was 4.9,

The Health Department, together with the Borough Health
Department, was housed at 11 Temple Row, Wrexham, and the
clerk of the Health Department was Mr. H. C. D. Jones, whom
I had previously met in a IYield Ambulance on the Arras Front
during the first World War. The Chairman of the Health Com-
mittee for many years was Professor Share Jones, and the Vice-
chairman Mr. James Lee of Gresford.

The Council had to date built 83 houses. These were situated
at Bryn Gardden, Rhos, Rhostyllen and Park View, Rossett.
It was estimated that 3,000 houses were necessary to deal with
the housing conditions then prevailing in the area.

In this year the epidemic of Diphtheria in Brymbo was
terminating and during the year 22 cases of Diphtheria were
admitted to the Fever Hospital, 95 cases of Scarlet Fever, and 9
cases of Enteric Fever, with four deaths, chiefly from the Holt
area.

The Refuse Removal was done by Contractors and adminis-
tered through Parochial Committees.

There were 87 slaughter houses on the Register and reference
was made in my first Annual Report for the necessity of a public
abattoir,
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The chief event during the year was the outbreak of foot and
mouth disease and the following figures may be of interest :—

Infected Premises . o 1527
Healthy Animals "':LLUE’]H.L[E(] .. 338D
Diseased Animals Slaughtered .. 2442

G327

In addition 1200 cattle were isolated.
The number of Parishes in the area was then 36, including
some smaller Parishes in the Isycoed area, one of which was
detached in two parts.

1924.

An inspection of the Slaughter Houses was made and a
special Report was presented to the Health Committee, in which
it was recommended that twenty should be removed from the
RRegister as they had mostly ceased slaughtering and were used
for other purposes, such as garages.

The number of Council Houses completed during this year
was 231, and the rents collected from 199 houses was £5,839.

1925.

A survey Report was presented to the Council on the instruc-
tions of the Ministry of Health. In this Report it was stated
that out of 36 Parishes, 16 had a Population under 1,000 and 25
Parishes did not enjoy the benefits of a sewerage scheme.

13 cases of Enteric Fever occurred. Of these 6 were from
Forge Row, Broughton. This was almost certainly due to the
zfforts of the inhabitants of one of the houses in clearing an old
Privy Midden which had been hidden away for many years and
was situated in front of the house.

During the five years ending 31st December, 1924, 314
Council Houses had been built and to accommodate the popula-
tion there was an estimated deficiency of 5893 rooms and 1363
families required housing accommodation.

The density of population was 4.55 persons per family. '\(.‘-
Council Houses were completed this year.

With reference to milk supplies, 501 Milk Purveyors and
Producers applied for Registration.

1926.

The Sanitary Inspectors’ Staff was increased to four by the
promotion of Mr. H. C. D. Jones,

An analysis of the River Gwenfro showed pollution, with
strong reaction of Tar Acids.

140 Council Houses were completed.

The chief event in this year was the coal strike.
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1935.

The alterations of Boundaries took effect on the Ist April,
1935, whereby the Parishes of Acton and most of Stansty, together
with portions of other Parishes were transferred to the Borough,
This meant transferring 128 Council Houses. These comprised
of 34 at Berse and 94 in Stansty (Rhosddu). On the other hand
the Parishes of Llangollen Rural and Llantysilio were added to
our Area, together with 34 Council Houses, so that there was a
net loss of 94 Council Houses owned by the Council. As a result
of the alterations the acreage . was increased from 58,863 to
72,370 but the population diminished from 64,010 to 60,683.

Certain Parishes in the eastern part of the area were amalgam-
ated, resulting in 25 Parishes in the whole area.

1005 Houses were inspected under the Housing Act of 1920
and of these 328 were found to be satisfactory.

74 Council Houses were built and 171 houses built by private
enterprise.

A Ministry of Health inquiry was held in reference to 20
Clearance Areas affecting 1028 persons in 228 families in 139
houses. In addition to these, 93 Individual Unfit Houses were
scheduled for demolition. A temporary staff was appointed
under the Housing Act of 1935 and 4 enumerators, 4 assistants
and 2 clerks were appointed to make a survey of the area for
overcrowding.

1077 Council Houses had been built or 10.9 per cent of all
houses in the area.

The Wrexham and East Denbighshire Water Company
constructed a Water Tower at Legacy in order to deal more
effectively with the supply of water to the higher areas of our
district.

The pollution of the River Gwenfro from Colliery workings,
especially the Plas Power Colliery Coal Washing Plant, was
investigated.

Mr. D. Thomas was appointed the first Senior Sanitary
Inspector for the area.

A commencement was made of Schick testing of children
who were susceptible to Diphtheria.

Miss Bushnell, M.B.E., Matron of the Wrexham Isolation
Hospital, and her Assistant retired on Superannuation,

A short time subsequent to the extension of the Borough
Boundaries whereby the Isolation Hospital was included within
the Borough Boundaries an outbreak of Food Poisoning occurred,
affecting 34 persons, including nurses and patients. The symp-
toms were those of Gastro-Enteritis and the outbreak was attrib-
uted to custard which had been made from milk obtained from
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The chief event during this year was the commission of
Inquiry into Tuberculosis in Wales, and the Chairman of the
Commission was Mr. Clement Davies, K.C.

A special report was made with reference to Refuse Removal,
and it recommended the aumlgmmtluu of Panishes for this purpose,
and this was referred to a special Committee for detailed discussion.

420 Council Houses were completed and 153 houses completed
by Private Enterprise.

Under the Housing Act of 1936, 136 houses were demolished,
37 Clearance Orders issued, and 14 houses re-constructed.

In reference to the Public Health (Rural Works) Act, 1931,
it was estimated that 66 houses were required for Rural Workers,
These included 24 in Holt, 14 in Erbistock and 12 in Isycoed.

1939.
A Ministry of Health Enquiry in reference to 28 Clearance
Areas affecting 153 Houses and 676 persons was held.

The population in the R.D.C. area was estimated at 59,690.

[ need hardly remind the Council of the outbreak of hostilities
during this year, and the Imperial Buildings was converted into
an Air Raid Precautions Report Centre. 15 First Aid points
were established and 13 First Aid Parties.

The outbreak of hostilities resulted in the evacuation of a
large number of children from the larger cities, such as Liverpool,
into our area.

Towards the end of the year an outbreak of Cerebro-Spinal
Fever occurred but it did not affect our area until 1940,

1940, -
There were 99 cases of Cerebro-Spinal Fever from the Rural
District, of which 11 died, including 1 Evacuee. It is of interest
to note that 158 cases were admitted to the Fever Hospital from
all areas.

A special Report was made to the Council on this outbreak
but on the recommendation of the Chairman this was not dis-
cussed.

During this year an outbreak of Gastro-Enteritis occurred
in the Royal Ordnance Factory at Marchwiel, affecting approx-
imately 600 persons. The fact that it was evident amongst
persons drinking tea made from water which had been boiled
excluded a bacteriological cause. Samples of the drinking water
were analysed by an analyst in Liverpool and was found to contain
substantial amounts of Zinc, which is an irritant poison. During
the construction of this Factory some five or six miles of piping
to convey the water were laid at a very shallow level and it is
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An application was made by the County Council to take over
part of the Fever Hespital for bed-ridden cases from Croesuewydd
Hospital, but this application was regretfully refused.

Water schemes costing some £76,000 were approved and
instructions given to the Water Companies to carry out extensions
in :—

Isycoed o £14,000,
Erbistock .. £15,700 (reduced from £19,800).
Abenbury .. £2,970,
Holt .. £14.500.

A £11,000 scheme for the Aberoer area was proposed.

No Council Houses were built during this year, but 23 honses
were requisitioned by the Local Authority.

1946.
Only 4 cases of Diphtheria occurred, a low record.

1212 children were immunised and a further 1622 children
received re-inforcing doses of APT.

This year showed a publication by the Denbighshire County
Council of a report on the future water supply in the County,
which included the construction of new reservoirs and new mains.
A Conference was held of all Local Authorities in reference to
this Report.

In my Annual Report interesting statistics regarding over-
crowding in the Rural District in Council Houses were presented.

Mr. George Vernon Price retired from the Clerkship of the
Council and he was succeeded by Mr. Trevor Lloyd Williams,
LL.M.

1947.
During this year 179 premises were connected to the water
mains and 229 Council Houses were completed.

An outbreak of Food Poisoning occurred at a Wedding
Reception at New Brighton, Minera, affecting 42 persons. There
were no deaths.

1948.

The population was estimated at 62,050,

Various extensions by the Water Companies were completed,
and the only remaining areas requiring schemes were Llantysilio,

Pentredwr and Sunbank areas, though the Aberoer scheme had
not been confirmed by the Welsh Board of Health.

It was estimated that approximately 95 per cent of the
houses 1n our area were now connected to the water mains.
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'and of this 99.81 per cent was collected. I have received inform-
ation that between the years 1923 and 1950, £1,365,357 in rents
and rates was to be collected and of this sum no less than £1,321,420
was collected. There was also a sum of £1,952 or irrecoverable
arrears which had been written off.

At the time of making this Report the Council have already
completed their 4,000th house, whereas in 1923 the Council owned
83 Council Houses. This indicates the housing activities of the
Council during the past twenty-eight years.

HOUSING ACTIVITIES 1923—1950.

I have been supplied with Statistics of the housing activities
by the Council for the years 1923 to 1950, and this interesting
statement presented features which may be mentioned.

During this period the total gross rents to be collected am-
ounted to £1,365,357, and the total amount actually collected was
99.84 per cent. These figures indicate that one of the major
activities of our Council is the provision of houses.

During this period a start was made on the removal of unfit
houses by Clearance Areas and Orders for the demolition of
individually unfit houses. Unfortunately the outbreak of host-
ilities in 1939 suspended operations under the Housing Acts and
I feel certain that had not hostilities occurred we should by now
have been in a position to report that the unfit houses in our
area had been dealt with in a satisfactory manner. It is to be
regretted that we were not allowed to demolish these unfit houses,
some of which have still remained in existence and were used in
an illegal manner for occupation.

OTHER ACTIVITIES 1923—1950.

During the last 28 years a large amount of work has been
carried out in our area with regard to the provision of water
supplies and it is now estimated that practically the whole of the
area has the advantages of a piped water supply.

In some instances the construction of these additional
amenities has necessitated the provision of extra sewerage schemes
for the area especially in Holt.

As regards infectious diseases, a great deal can be said.

When I was appointed in 1923 we were at the tail end of a
severe epidemic of Diphtheria in Brymbo and following this many
epidemics of Scarlet Fever and other infectious diseases have
occurred. Outbreaks of Typhoid Fever have occurred from time
to time but for many years now the area has been practically free
from such infection.
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During the period of hostilities Cerebro-Spinal MeningitillP
occurred in epidemic form. This commenced in the Military
Personnel in the Borough of Wrexham but spread to our area and
a large number of persons were admitted to the Isolation Hospital
suffering from this disease. When I was a Medical Student some
forty years ago this disease was regarded as incurable, but under
modern therapeutic methods substantial progress has been made
and it is satisfactory to note that in the Fever Hospital during
this period no fewer than 330 cases were admitted with an ex-
tremely low death rate and in fact one of the lowest death rates
in the whole of the country. The use of the Sulphonamide
Drugs, together with Penicillin, have been substantial advances
in the treatment of this Disease and every modern means of
treatment was given to these patients when admitted to the
Fever Hospital.

As regards Scarlet Fever it is of interest to note that when
I was appointed the infection was severe and a large number of
cases developed complications, such as enlarged glands in the
neck and ear trouble, but the introduction of anti-Scarlet Fever
antitoxin made a substantial difference. During the last few
years, however, the Copenhagen treatment was instituted and
has showed very beneficial results and has also been the means
of lessening the period spent in Hospital. It must, however, be
pointed out that during the last few years the infection has
become very much milder and the number of cases have shown
a very marked diminution, and it is now very rare to see what
were at one time ‘‘Text-book ™ rashes.

Diphtheria has become much less frequent, due no doubt
to the immunisation of children against this serious disease.
Immunisation commenced in our area in 1934 and we have had
very few admissions of this disease to the Hospital during the last
few years, though not many years ago the 1d1n1¢;smnq to the
IFever Hospital were extremely large. Undoubtedly immunisation
has materially affected the sitnation for the better and has been
the means ol preventing a large amount of disease and deaths.
The satisfactory reduction in the number of cases of Diphtheria
admitted to the Fever Hospital raises an interesting point, in that
a generation of Medical Practitioners is growing up who have not
seen a case of Diphthena.

Unfortunately there is still a certain amount of prejudice
against immunisation and children who are not immunised are
protected to a certain extent by the diminution in Diphtheria
in children who have been immunised.

In completing this Survey of the health conditions in our
area during the last 28 vears, one must recognise that substantial
progress for the better has been effected.
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ICE CREAM. ."ﬂ.’mubr:,

No. of premises registered during the year 20
No. of premises on register ... 121
No. of samples taken 1004
CLERICAL WORK.
No. of Intimatory Notices issued e 1380
No. of Intimatory Notices complied u;t]l Tiehd
No. of Statutory Notices issued L 297
No. of Statutory Notices complied '\"-Itl'l P |
Total number of visits and mapﬁftmna ... 10,812
HOUSING.

538 houses were inspected during the year. Of this number
51 were found to be in all respects fit for occupation. In all the
other instances, notices were served upon the owners to carry
out such repairs as were necessary to render the houses reasonably
fit for occupation.

In most cases the work was carried out by the owners, but
it was necessary to serve Statutory Notices under Section 9 of
the Housing Act, 1936, upon the owners of 38 properties. In
one case the Council carried out the work in default of the owner,

In February, work was commenced on Nos. 1—52 New Hall
View, and 1—12 Beech Terrace, Ruabon. This property has
for many years been in a dilapidated state and has occupied the
attention of the Health Committee since 1936, but no serious
attempt was made to render the property fit for habitation.
The work proceeded during the year but is not completed..

Again, one has to point out the difficulties experienced in
securing repairs to cottage property, but this is not always due
to the owners’ indifference. The Contractors, after receiving
instructions from the owners, are frequently unable to proceed,
due to lack of material and necessary labour.

During the year, 51 licences authorising works of repair to
the value of £11,051 14s. 5d. were issued on behalf of the Ministry
of Works, to property owners.

OVERCROWDING.

During 1950, 216 families were re-housed from overcrowded
houses. In spite of all efforts made by the Council in erecting
houses, there is still a large number of persons occupying over-
crowded and insanitary houses, and the number of persons
requiring accommodation shows no sign of diminution.

DRAINAGE AND SANITARY CONVENIENCES.

During the year a survey has been carried out to ascertain
the number of premises where the drainage system is not con-
nected to the Council’s sewer,
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242 inspections have been carried out. In 19 cases it was
found necessary to serve notices on the occupiers to cleanse the
premises, or improve the sanitary accommodation. In each
case, the notice was complied with.

Section 34 (Means of Escape in case of Fire).

24 Revised Certificates have been issued to occupiers  of
[Factories in respect of Means of Escape in case of Fire,

[ would take this opportunity of acknowledging the assistance
received from the Fire Officer in carrying out the inspections for
the purposes of this Section.

PUBLIC CLEANSING.

Public Cleansing is undertaken by direct labour throughout
the whole of the Rural District, with the exception of the agric-
ultural parishes of Abenbury, Bieston, Erbistock, Erddig, Isycoed
and Sesswick. Ewven in these parishes refuse is removed from
some houses by the Council, after a request from the occupiers,
who pay the sum of 26 /- per house per annum.

Refuse is removed from approximately 17,500 houses and
during the year 11,305 loads estimated at 28,260 tons were re-
moved at a net cost of £18,286 19s. 10d.

From 1st November, 1950, the parish of Esclusham Above,
after a petition was received from several of the parishioners, was
included in the general scheme.

A large number of ashpits in the area have been abolished
and ashbins substituted. :

Compared with the previous year, the absenteeism amongst
workmen, due to sickness and accidents, has shown a great
improvement. In 1950, 663 days were lost through sickness and
accidents as compared with 1,471 days in 1949,

During the early part of the year, difficulty was experienced
in recruiting suitable labour for this work. Many men were
engaged, who after one or two days, were unable to continue,
owing to the strenuous nature of the work. This resulted in a
time lag of 14 days and upwards between the collections, and it
was practically impossible to give attention to ashpits.

In February, 1950, Mr. H. Adamson commenced his duties
as Refuse Removal Superintendent, and I would pay tribute to
the efforts made by him to improve the service in spite of the
difficult conditions then prevailing,

The disposal of refuse continues to be by means of tipping,
which 1 would again point out is not a method to be commended,
as it frequently gives rise to complaints,
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An opportunity did present itself in carrying out an experi-
ment in controlled tipping on the Llay Housing Site. Serious
complaints were received from the tenants of the newly con-
structed houses regarding the nuisance which existed on this site,
due to a stagnant pool which was very offensive and within a
few vards of the houses. Steps were taken to fill the pool and
with the co-operation of the Council’'s Engineer, who supplied
the necessary labour, household refuse was tipped under con-
trolled tipping principles, with the result that the land was
reclaimed and the nuisance abated without offence to the occu-
pants of the houses in the vicinity.

One must appreciate that the cost of controlling all the tips
used by the Council would add considerably to the cost of public
cleansing, but as soon as circumstances permit, it is suggested
that the Council should consider disposing of house refuse in
accordance with the recommendations of the Ministry of Health.

PREVENTION OF DAMAGE BY PESTS ACT, 1949.

This Act came into force on the 3lst day of March, 1950,
and places the duty on every local authority to take such steps
as may be necessary to secure, so far as is practicable, that their
district is kept free from rats and mice.

There are two operators engaged by the Council on this work,
their duties being to survey the area, including farms, and to
carry out such treatment as may be considered necessary for the
eradication of the pests.

The number of treatments carried out during the year are
as follows :(—

Manholes wes, Odb
Refuse Tips ... 04
Sewage Works 86
Private and Council Houses ... 285
Business Premises 34

INFESTATION BY BED BUGS.

71 Complaints of infestation by vermin were reported during
the year ; 49 in Council Houses and 22 in Privately owned houses,
All premises have been sprayed with Zaldecide with satisfactory
results.

OFFENSIVE TRADES.

Two premises in the area are licenced as Knackers Yards.
The premises are regularly inspected and no complaints have
been recorded respecting the manner in which the businesses
are carried out,
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