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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF

THE HEALTH COMMITTEE

MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit the Report on the Health and Vital Statistics of
the Borough of Wrexham for 1955. The Report follows the form laid
down in the Welsh Board of Health Circular 42/51.

The mid-year estimated population figure as given by the Registrar
General was 32,330—an increase of 40 over the previous year's
population. The Birth Rate has remained steady, but there has been a
slight rise in the Death Rate.

A total of 16 infants under the age of one died during the year,
giving an Infantile Morality Rate of 30.18. This is an increase com-
pared with the 1954 figure when the Infantile Mortality Rate was 18.6.

In the early part of {he year there was a considerable outbreak
of Measles (898 cases), amongst infants and young children this re-
sulted in some loss of schooling. Whooping Cough notifications totalled
71, showing little decrease over previous years notificiations in spite of
the protective immunisation offered. As has already been reported in
previous reports, about 25% only of the total number of infants born
annually within the Borough are immunised against this disease before
the age of one vear. This unfortunate state cannot be entirely
attributed to lack of publicity, or to failure of the Welfare Clinic to
recommend to the parents the advantages of having their children im-
munised. There is no doubt much indifference on the part of the
parents.

It is pleasing to report that there was only one mild case of
Infantile Paralysis reported during the year. Deaths from Tuberculosis
was reduced to one, unfortunately there has been little reduction in
the number of fresh cases reported.

The Mass Radiography Unit again visited the town, the attend-
ance was poor compared with that of previous years. No new cases of
Lung Tuberculosis were discovered.

As regards housing, a total of 348 houses and flats were erected
during the calendar year, rather less than for the previous year. The
number of applicants on the waiting list has arisen in spite of the con-
tinuous rehousing programme. At December, 1954, the total number
of applicants was 1,004, by December, 1955 this had increased to 1,055.
The demand is thus still greater than the supply.

Within the next five years an sfditinna.l 386 houses will be required
to rehouse families under the Slum Clearance Scheme which is now
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HEALTH COMMITTEE:
Chairman: Alderman CyriL O. JONES, B.A.

Vice-Chairman: Councillor Wum. Evans

ALDERMAN Mrs. E. C. BREESE CounciLLor Mrs. HAYNES
- DUTTON " G. H. JONES.
" Mrs. C. JARVIS JONES " LINDSAY
" EMYR WILLIAMS " E. PRICE.
CounciLLor Mrs. CHALLONER " R. ROBERTS
» COOPER " R. G. ROBERTS
” CRAIG 3 T. F. THOMAS
” EDWARD DAVIES . TAPLEY
J. A. DAVIES " STABLER

- GRIFFITHS
GENERAL STATISTICS

Area a SRR 2916 Acres
Population {Reglstrar General 5 Estlmatej - 32 33{] {mid annual)
Rateable Value of the Borough, April 1st, 1956 ......... £379,291]
Product of a Penny Rate ... ... . s Ll ol PN
No. of Inhabited Houses [December 3ht 1955] e oEi gl 1y
No. of Corporation Houses do do B e B
Dengity of Persons per House ... ... ..o wor con 0is 0o 0ad 00s a0 2034

POPULATION TRENDS SINCE 1945

Annual Narural
Year. Population. Increase Increase
1945 25,670 Estimated Figure — 300 176
1946 27,800 - i +2130 226
1947 28,450 » " -+ 650 289
1948 29,100 = i + 650 272
1949 29710 ” + 610 215
1950 30,470 i -+ 760 206
1951 30,940 Census Frgure -+ 470 164
1952 32,090 Estimated Figure -+1150 209
1953 32,420 - * -+ 330 196
1954 32,290 - - — 130 200
1955 32,330 i - + 40 159
EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS
Population (R.G. Estimate Mid-annual) ... ... ... ... ... ... 32330
Comparabiilty Factors: —
R e A A AR L L ) e e e e 106
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The following table shows the number of stillbirths, the stillbirth
rate per 1,000 live and stillbirths, and per 1,000 population for the
past twelve years.

Rate per 1,000 |
No. of Live and |Rate per 1,000
Year Stillbirths Stillbirths | Population
1944 26 47.0 1.0
1945 21 39.3 0.8
1946 22 36.7 0.7
1947 19 27.5 0.6 |
]| 1948 16 26.6 0.5 |
1949 20 35.9 0.7
1950 21 7.2 0.6
1951 20 36.9 0.64
1952 10 | 17.2 0.31
1953 15 28.1 0.46 [
1954 15 27.0 0.46
| 1955 14 25.7 0.43
DEATHS.

The total number of deaths of Borough residents durng the year
was 371. This figure is 32 more than occurred in 1954. The total
number of Males who died was 213 and Females 138.

Male Female Total

213 158 371
Death Rate (Adjusted) per 1,000 population ... ... ... 12.16
England and Wales ... ... ... : ) [ e

Deaih Rate.

The Adjusted Death Rate (taking the comparability factor into
consideration) is 12.16. The [eath Rate for England and Wales is
11.7. The death rate for previous vears and for 1935 is as follows:

Ll e e R RO i | e S S e e i B
P e e a3 L) | R PP AR 11 -
R e ol i ol 26 Lo e B e e S TR e | B,
D e s R SR & ¥ | (e el [ T
1o T T R | | & ) I T T 1 8 |
P e SR b 8. |2 L St Sace T A, -1 [T
The following table gives the causes of death:

Causes Male  Female Total
1. Tuberculosis, respiratory... ... R [ o - |
2. Tuberculosis, other... ... ... ... o0 vee cen — L0 — L —
B SYEHIEIE ABEABE ... <.x scv o saei owei wms owew T enn  m— . —
L e e

S Whoopiag Cough ... ... ... ciioviemee sas == ioi = i —
& Meningococcal Infection ... v cis wiv oie ™ we. 1 w1
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7. Acute Pollomyelitis ... ... v svs sen ser ies = i —
8. Measles ... ... ... s M 1 i
9. Other infective and parasltlr: dlseases e e, = =
10. Malignant neoplasm, Stomach ... ... ... 11 ... § 16
11. Malignant neoplasm, Lung Brnnchus R | [0 13
12. Malignant neoplasm, Breast ... ... ... ... 2 3
13. Malignant neoplasm, Uterus ... ... ... ... — 1 1
14. Other malignant and lymphatic

HEOPIARINIE. «cu «oi Tudlucs ar feas deatdan wxn GRS ICRNINE 26
15. Leukaemia, aleukaemla - — —
16. Diabetes ... ... .. - 2 2
17. Vascular lesions uf ner'mus system 5 31 28 59
18. Coronary disease, angina .. Y 40 22 62
19. Hypertension with heart disease ... ... ... 1 3 4
20. Other heart disease ... ... ... ... ... oo ... 28 32 60
21. Other circulatory disease ... ... ... ... ... 1 7 8
22. InfBOER - lvivs i Gele s 0 b L R | 3
23. Pneumonia ... .. 6 .- Anavis 11
24. Bronchitis ... ... .. Py 3 25
25. Other disease of the resplralor},r system SR 1 8
26. Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ... ... 4 — . 4
27. Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea 1 2 3
28. Nephritis, nephrosis 7 3 e di
29. Hyperplasia of progtate ... ... ... ... ... 1 — . 1
30. Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion ... ... ... — —_ . =
31. Congenital malformations ... .. 3 3 6
32. Other defined and ill-defined dmeasf.-s ; 16 19 i5
33. Motor vehicle accidents ... ... ... ... 1 — 1
34. All other accidents ... ... ..o cov i ssn ons 3 2 5
35. Suicide... — p 2

36. Homicide and nperatmns nf war ...

213 .. 158 A

MNeo-MNatal Deaths.

This represents the number of deaths occurring in infants under
the age of 4 weeks. There were 9 deaths in all, 6 being Males and
3 Females. One illegitimate child died.

Male Female Total

LARIIAEE . 0 ..oionme e mrn s SNSERy 3 8
FBEERATE. (. i i er s e e R 1 —- 1
6 3 9

Neo-natal Death Rate per 1,000 live births ... ... ... ... 1698



Infantile Mortality.

During the year 16 infants died under the age of 1 year. This
figure compares less fevourably with 1954 figure when there were
10 infant deaths.

Male Female Total

R IO 6 14
T T e T | _— 2

10 6 16
The Infantile Mortality Rate was ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 30.18
England and Wales ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 249

The Infantile Mortaliy Rate for previous year and for 1955 is
shown as follows:

BORGS s ain i ...58.8 (a7 AR I T
T e o an 76.0 L 1 e M WO S
BRI, .. 399 R SRR n. | 1)1
I sia wrea3:0 PR3 o o ses 328
1948... ... e R 1954 covnii i 101808
1] . || . V835 Gt o 3018

The following table gives the causes of death occurring in infants
under 1 year.

Sex
Age Male | Female Causes of Death
50 minutes 1 Birth injury.
6 hours 1 Pulmonary Atelectasis.
16 hours 1 Congenital Atelectasis.
1 day 1 Pulmonary Atelectasis.
1 day 1 Intracranial Haemorrhage.
1 day 1 Prematurity.
3 days 1 Congenital abnormality.
4 days 1 Atelectasis.
1 week et Multiple Congenital
Abnormalities.
1 month 1 Congenital Abnormalities,
3 months 1 Acute Bilateral Broncho-
pneumonia.
3 months 1 Congenital Heart Disease.
4 months g Bronchiolitis and Pulmonary
Collapse.
4 months 1 Congenital Abnormalities.
8 months | T | Acute Bronchiolitis.
10 months &1 ] Gastro-enteritis.
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Maternal Mortality.

There were no Maternal Deaths during the year.
Maternal Death within the Borough occurred in 1946.

Cancer Deaths.

There were 59 deaths from Cancer during the year, this being

The last

equal to the figure for 1954. The cancer deaths had increased by 5
in Male over the previous year and diminished by 5 in Female.

The ratio of Cancer deaths to total deaths is 1:6.3 as compared
with 1:5.74 in 1954. The percentage of Cancer deaths to total

deaths is 15.9.

Male Female Total
Stemaeh 0. 00 LRGeSV MEE . AR 5 16
Lung and Bronchus ... ... ... ... oon i e 12 1 13
T N e oy s 2 3
THerE. .. oo i st L R e e 1 1
GHRETE ... b ool BB L g i SRl S 10 26
40 19 59

The total number of Cancer Deaths and the percentage of
Cancer Deaths to total deaths since 1944 is shown in the following

Percentage
of Cancer
Deaths to
Total
Deaths

tahle—
Cancer Deaths
Total No. E 1. e
Year | of fol{hi Male | Female Toral
1944 324 wiplr - 22
1945 337 14 | 30
1946 351 23 | 30
1947 382 YN
1948 312 38 a8
1949 360 26 | 28
1950 337 26 | 27 !
1951 358 25 | 27
1952 362 32 | 21
1953 321 26 | 24
1954 339 35 | 24
1955 a7 40 | 19

49

53
62
51

33
32
53
50
59
59

—_——— —

15.1
13.1
15.1
16.2
16.3
17.8
15.7
14.5
14.6
15.6
17.4
15.9
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Heart Disease.

Hearl disease was responsible for 126 deaths. Of these 69 were
Males and 57 were Females. The percentage of deaths from Heart
Disease to total deaths is 33.9 as compared with 28.9 in 1954,

Pulmonary Causes.

There were 48 deaths from Pulmonary Causes, | of these being
due to Tuberculosis, 11 were due to Pneumonia, 25 were due to
Bronchitis, 3 were due to Influenza, and 8 were due to other lung
causes,

Respiratory Disease.
Male Female Total

R R e T | - 1
R TR T BN R I vy b ihs s This wse 0 5 11
T T e N U . | | 3 25
BREINBINER - REEE st il 2 1 3
T e e R o TR (| 1

36 12 48

NOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASE.

During the year a total of 1,072 cases of infectious disease were
notified.

A severe outbreak of Measles occurred during the early part
of the year, causing much absenteeism from the schools.

One mild case of paralytic Poliomyelitis occurred during the year.
one
There were three Food poisoning notifications, and in/ instance

a husband and wife developed colicky abdominal pains, diarrhoea,
and vomitfing, shortly after eating some Ice Cream. Other persons
in the neighbourhood also felt ill after eating ice cream from the
same vendor but did not inform their doctor. Unfortunately the
notifications were received too late to make any effeciive investiga-
tion possible.

In the other food poisoning case reported, Crab was the suspected
food consumed.
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-

Notifiable Infectious Diseases.

DisgEAsSE.

NOTIFICATION.

‘ Rates per 1,000 Population.

DEATHS.

Typhoid ..

Paratyphoid

Meningococcal

Scarlet Fever oy

Whooping Cough ..

Diphtheria .. S

Erysiplas

Smallpox

Measles

Pneumonia o

Acute Poliomvelitis
Acute Paralvtic
Acute Non-Paralytic

Tuberculosis, Fulmonary

Tuberculosis, Cther
Food Poisoning

I
|
|
T | i
|
!
I

SiEia ] |

on
Fil"}

r=—s

0 o

S
1

11

Notifiable Infectious Diseases im 1955.
(Arranged according to Age).

DISEASE.

| 1
{.-':e;fﬂi'| to

o |
fo

Smallpox

Diphtheria

Scarlet Fever

Pneumonia

Erysiplas =, ;
Meningococcal Infection
Poliomyelitis y
Encephalitis Lethargica
Dysentery. . s i
Typhoid and Paratyphoid
Puerperal Pyrexia
Opthalmia Neonatorum
Measles .. ..
Whooping Cough. .

Food Peisoning .
Tuberculosis, Pulmonary
Tuberculosis, Cther

U
fo
14

B
fo
9

i

-:-P\J LY
I 13- A T O B

[T
'
-

SRR

7 S e 0 o ) B

| ol = || =] ~a] |

| w2 |
-

el | B

TOTALS ..

228 325

419 | 111 30
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Immunisation.

Immunisation against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough are
undertaken either by the General Practitioner or at the Infant Wel-
fare Clinics. The total number of children under 1 year who re-
ceived the combined injection for the vear numbered 129.

The following table shows the number of children immunised
against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough during the year.

Diphtheria Immunisation. Diphtheria and
W heoting
Cough imm. i 'farmf:f ne
— Cough
Repeal Finaunisation
Primary Doses. Deoses.

_— —  — i —

0-1 | I-4 |E-15 ] C-5 |E-14 0-1 1-5

— — —— || —— | —

1 28 | 711 77 | 144 129 123 -

The Combined Diphtheria and Whooping Cough immunisation
was commenced within the Borough in 1952,

The following table gives the total number of infants in the
age groups 0—I1 years and 1—5 years who have been immunised
since 1953 onwards:

|Whooping Cough| Diphtheria and
Notifications | Whooping Cough Imm.
Year | Total Births All dges [0 —1 1—5
1953 al? 111 135 113
1954 539 45 128 136
1955 | 530 7 129 123

The tables hows that appoximate'y only 25% of infants are pro-
tected agains: diphtheria and whooping cough in their first year.

Vaccinations.

The total number vaccinated during the year was 152 (all ages),
as compared with 198 in 1954. Vaccinations are being done by the
General Practitioners and also at the Infant Welfare Clinics.

Tuberculosis.

The total number of Lung Tuberculosis cases notified during
the year was 24 as compared with 31 in 1954. The Male notifications
fell from 19 in 1954 to 17 in 1955, and the Female notifications from’
12 in 1954 to 7 in 1955,
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The following table shows the number of Lung Tuberculosis
cases notified and the rate per 1,000 population, and the deaths due
to Lung Tuberculosis and rate per 1,000 population since 1944,

Case Raie | Death Rate

No. of per 1,000 | No. of per 1,000

Year Cases population | Deaths | population
1944 35 14 i 10 | 04
1945 47 1.8 : 12 | 0.5
1946 37 S N S
1947 30 1.1 13 ' 0.5
1948 30 1.03 7 0.2
1949 42 1.4 ; 13 ‘ 04
1950 24 0.8 i 10 0.3
1951 17 06 | 8 b el
1952 16 1.4 4 i 0.1
1953 50 { i | 5 | 0.2
1954 3 QNS [in7g ‘ 0.2
1955 24 0.7 1 0.03

Mass Radiography.
The Mobile Mass Radiography Unit visited the Borough during
the year. The tota! number of persons examined was 4,656.

The following table gives the total number examined in age
groups for previous years and for 1955.

|Total No.| Under | |
Year |Examined|15 yrs. | 15-24 | 25-34 | 35-44 45-59 | 60 plus

1952 | 3,235 29 808 [ 835 | 630 730 | 203
1953 5,352 568 1,536 | 1,075 | 848 964 | 361
1955 4 656 1,262 1,226 700 | 568 664 236
Number found to be abnormal:
1952 1953 1955
2.26% 9.28% 5.54%
Classification of abnormal cases:
1952 1953 1955
(a) Pulmonary T.B. ... ... ... 0.09% 0.09% 0.0%
(b) Requiring further
observation ... ... ... ... 0.56% 0.73% 0.53%

No cases of active Pulmonary Tuberculosis were found, two
cases of Lung Cancer were discovered.
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GENERAL HEALTH SERVICE IN THE AREA.

Laboratory Provision.
Bacteriological examinations of water, milk and ice cream are
examined at the Public Health Laboratory at Birkenhead.

HOSPITAL ACCOMMODATION.

(1) General.
(a) Wrexham and East Denbighshire War Memorial
Hospital ... 230 Beds
(b) Maelor General Hospital ;
Croesnewydd SO [T RS
Emergency ko MRS
Isolation FEART L1 1 RS
(2) Maternity Cases.
Trevalyn Maternity Hospital RN - -

(3) Orthopaedic.
Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital.
Gobowen.

CLINICS.

(1) Orthopaedic.

The diagnoses and After-Care Treatment of Orthopaedic Cases is
carried out at the Wrexham and East Denbighshire War Memorial
Hospital , supplemented by institutional treatment at the Orthopaedic
Hospital, Gobowen.

(2) Venereal Disease Clinic.
The only V.D. Clinic in the County is established at the Out-
Patients’ Department of the War Memorial Hospital.

(3) Infant Welfare Clinic.
Infant Welfare Clinics are held at four centres weekly within

the Borough.

Gatefield. Kings Mills Road Monday Afternoon
No. 1. Grosvenor Road . Monday and Wednesday Afiernoon
Garden Village Institute, -

Kenyon Avenue ... ... ... Wednesday Afternoon
ngﬁs‘ Park ... Thursday Afiernoon

(4) Ante-natal Clinics.
Ante-natal Clinics are held weekly at No. 1 Grosvenor Road.
Tuesday ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...Morning and Afternoon
Wednesday ... ... ... «ov err ver ver ove +o. ... MoOrning Only

{5) Eye Clinic. ‘
An Eye Clinic is held on Alternate Friday mornings at No. 1.
Grosvenor Road.
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{6) Family Planning Clinic.
. A Family Planning Clinic is held on Thursday afternoon at Gate-
ﬁeld Clinic, Kings Mills Road, Wrexham.

(7) Dental Clinic.

Dental Clinics are held weekly at No. 1, Grosvenor Road.,
Maternal and Child Welfare Monday.
Fillings ... ... ... ... ... ... Monday and Friday.
Orthodontics ... ... ... ... Thursday.
Casuals ... ... ... ... ... ... Friday and Saturday mornings.

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948.
Section 47.
No action was taken under this Act during the year.

WATER.
During the year 23 samples were taken for bacteriological exam-
ination, all were reported as being satisfactory except one, which gave
a satisfactory report on a repeat examination. .

CLEAN FOOD.
During the year, periodic inspections of food shops and school
kitchens were made. The hospital kitchens were also inspected at
intervals and reports submitted to the appropriate authority.

HOUSING.

A total of 348 houses and flats were erected and occupied during
1955, The number of applicants for Council Houses has increas-
ed—at December, 1954 the total number of applications was 1,004, by
December, 1955, in spite of the year's housing programme the list had
increased to 1,055.

The folowing table shows the number of applicants for Council
Houses as at December, 1954, and December, 1955.

APARTMENTS 1954 [T 1955
(1) Residing in the Borough ' 321 o e
(2) Residing outside the Borough | 72 68
HOUSEHOLDERS |
(1) Residing in the Borough 308 328
(2) Rmdmg outside the Borough | 103 107
~ _TOTALS . Bt s alle SR | 1,055

A further demand for houses has now been made as a result
of the Slum Clearance programme, which is now under way. Under
the Housing Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, the Council have sub-
mitted a to‘al of 453 houses for demolition and clearance within
the next eight years, with an additional 100 required to replace the
Holt Road Prefabricated Houses.
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RAINFALL AND METEOROLOGY.
We have again received a comprehensive report on the rainfall

and Meteorology from the Honorary Meteorologist, Mr. 8. E.

Ashmore, and 1 would like this opportunity of thanking Mr. Ashmore
for his report.

Temperature.

Average temperature for the

year 1955.. i ... 48.8°
Warmest month—ﬁugust
Temperature ... ... ... ... 64.5° (The warmest month of the
Coldest mnnth—F&bruary. century, except for August,
Temperature... .., ... ... ... 34.3° 1947)
Warmest day—August 23rd. (The coldest month since
Highest Temperature ... ... 82.8° February, 1947).
Coldest day—January 13th.
Highest Temperature ... ... 314
‘Warmest night—August 23rd.
Lowest Temperature ... ... 62.2°
Coldest night—January 13th.
Lowest Temperature ... ... 18.1°

The first quarier was the coldest since 1947: the months of Jt_ll:.f
and August were the warmest ever recorded and from the standpoint
of sunshine and rain the brightest.

Krost.
Last Spring ground Frost ... ... ... ... June 10th.
First Autumn ground frost ... ... ... October 16th.
Number of days on which there was
Ground Frost . 142.
Number of days on " which there was
AUr FIoBE ... viv svs sos see ves wes ssx 17 (Highest since 1941
Snow.

Snow fell on 45 days (12 above normal)
Snow remaining on ground ... ... 37 days (21 above normal).

Fog.

No. of days with Fog in the morning 24 (7 less than normal)
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Rainfall.

Iotal for the year ... ... ... ... ... ... 2542 inches (4.37 less than
normal, and except for
1953, the driest year since
1933).

Wettest month—May and June ... ...  3.47 inches each.

Driest month—July ... ... ... ... ... ... 0.36 inches (the driest July

since before 1863).
No. of days with rainfall of .01 inches

O TIIOTE . o i ses ses wot 'ads ot 2asl dus san | 16526 less than normal).
No. of days with rainfall of .04 inches

T R . s Gviees se 129,
No. of raim bours ... ... «.o v oo o 3289,
Wettest day—June 6th . s 0.85 inches.
Longest period of rain hours in any

one day—March 25th . At ren TR Henits.
Absolate drought ... ... ... ... ... ... 32 days.
Bariial diamphl ... ooiocis ceeoaie e oo 40 days.
L e S o 18 days.
SR, e L TR e R 9 days.
Pressure.

Average pressure—29.976 inches—.03 inches less than normal.

Wind.

Average 8.1 miles an hour. The winds from the easterly half of
the compass were more frequent than usual, particularly from the
South-east.

Sunshine.

Much more than usual especially in the summer, and in the
months of April and October.
Relative Humidiiy.
77.6%.

Evaporation.

24.45 inches—the highest recorded, and the amount of rain was
only 0.97 higher.

Temperature of the Earth.

4 inches 47.6°
1 foot 48.9°
4 feet 49 2°






TABULATED SUMMARY OF SANITARY ADMINISTRATION.
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Total No. of Inspections made ... s » 2005
Total Ne. of Complaints received Suiv 533
Total No. of Notices served 509
Total No. of Interviews with owners, elc. 292
Bed Bugs.
No. of Inspections made e 127
MNo. of Council Houses:—
(i) Found to be infested 1 10
(i) Disinfested by this Department ... 10
™o, of Other Premises:—
(i) Found tc be infested 4
(1) Disinfested by this Department at owners’
expense 4

The position with regard to bug infestation is more satisfactory
than it has ever been. WNot only is the number of infestations less,
but the type of infestation is much less severe. There is no doubt
that modern methods of treatment are far more effective, and it is
unusual to find cases recurring as they used to do in past years.

Linemas and Places of Entertainment,

No. of Inspections made ... il
No. of Informal Notices served
No. of Notices complied with

Closets.
No. of water-closets repaired or reconstructed ... 33
Ne. of flushing cisterns repaired or renewed ... 213
No. of new water-closet pans or pedestals provided ... P
No. provided with supply of water 12

Common Lodging Houses.

‘No. registered at December 31st, 1955 ... |
Nc. of Inspections made—(Day) §
No. of Inspections made—(Night) |
No. of contraventions found —
No. of contraventions remedied

‘No. of contraventions outstanding at end of year
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Drains.
Drains constructed or reconstructed
Repaired or cleansed
Ventilated
Gullies provided or rtnewed
Tests to existing drains
New sinks pro'-'lded :
Sink waste pipes repaired or renewr:d
Soil and ventilating pipes repaired or renewed ...

Factories (Excluding Bakehouses).
No. of Factories in District (Mech.)
No. of Factories in District (Non-Mech)
Ne. of Inspections made ’
No. of contraventions found
No. of contraventions remedied
No. of contraventions cutstanding at end of year

Infectious Diseases, Disinfections, Etc.
Neo. of investigations carried out ...
Disinfection arrangements are carried out by the
Wrexham Isolation Hospital Staff 1o the satisfaction of

the Health Departmeni.

Offensive Trades.
Nec. of Busiresses in District
N¢. of Inspections made
Ne¢. of contraventiens found
No. of contraventions remedied
No. of contraventions outstanding at end of year

Rodent Conirol.
No. of Premises inspected
No. of Premises found infested
No. of wvisits made

Removal of Household Refuse.
Nc. of new ashbins provided by informal action

No. of new ashbins provided by Statutory action

River Gwenfro.
Three samples were taken from different points of the

River Gwenfro during July, and were found reasonably satis-
factory. Nevertheless, the condition of this watercourse gives
some cause for concern. There is no doubt that the river is
polluted as it enters the Borough, and joint action is now
being arranged by the Borough Council, Wrexham Rural
District Council and the Dee and Clwyd River Board.

16
12

11

= A b

185

| wwi 3

893
201
2,783

32
66
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Sanitary Defects Remedied.

Dampness.
No. of roofs renewed or repaired . 1 110
N, of eavesgutters and rainwater plpes repa:red or renewed Y4
Yard surfaces repaired or relaid ... 17
Yard drainage improved ... 1

Interior Work.
Ne. of walls repaired : 106
No. of walls rendered or n:pumted 38
No. of ceilings repaired ... 16
No. of floors repaired 57
No. of chimney stacks repaired or rebuﬂl 10
No. of firegates repaired or renewed ... 39
No. of washing boilers repaired or renewed

5

Damp proof courses provided and dampness remedied . 25
Offensive accumulations removed 1
No. of doors and windows repaired or renewed 3
™No. of staircases repaired ... 9
3

4

[ g
—

Ventilation improved ;
Sufficient water supply pmvlded

Shops Acts (Hours of Closing).

No. of complaints received ...
Ne. of visits made

-

Smoke Emission and Abatement.

No. of smoke observations made ... e

No. of visits made ... s 1
No. of Notices served fInfﬂrmaI]

No. of deposit gadges sited in the Bt:rrc-ugh

— O

=) Lh 90 La

The average monthly deposit of soot etc., for the past
three years is as follows:—

1953. 1954, 1955.
Parish Church Site 19 tons. 24 tons. 22 tons
Cartrefle College Site ... 7 tons. 9 tons. 10 tons.

Much more attention and time was devoted to this work during
the year, and the number of visits made to boiler installations etc.,
was three times as many as in the previous year.

The recording gauges, measuring the atmosphere deposit in the
area, show a decrease in the central area, but a slight increase in
pellution in the non-industrial zone.
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It would appear that the new Clean Air Act will be an accom-
plished fact by the end of 1956, and this new legislation, despite its
critics, should be of considerable value to local authorities in their
efforts to abolish pollution of the atmosphere. 1 think one of the
first things to be considered will have to be the most effective method
of administration, and in this connection, joint action by local
authorities in this area will merit serious study.

Swimming Baths and Pools.

No. of Swimming Baths in the district ... ... ... 1
No. of samples of water taken ... 15
Ne. of samples satisfactory 14

Tents, Vans, Sheds, Ete.

MNe. of Inspections made ... 14
Ne. of Contraventions found -—

Water Supply.

No. of samples taken for Analysis 23

No. of samples satisfactory ... .

HOUSING.

Further progress has been made during the vear on the survey
of houses in the Borough. In fact, apart from modern houses, both
Council owned and private, details of occupation and condition have
been obtained of nearly all the remaining houses in the Borough.
Information has been cbtained on a number of matters such as over-
crowding, under-occupation, provision of bathrooms, hot water supply
ete., and I hope to present this information to the Committee in due

Course.

Remedy of Defects during the Year without Service of Formal
Nofices.

No. of dwelling-houses where defects were remedied in
consequence of Infermal action by the Local Author-
ity or their Officers ... 83

Action under Statutory Powers during the Year.
(A) Proceedings under the Public Health Acts—Section 93.

{1) No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which Abatement
Notices were served requiring defects to be remedied ... 71



(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)..

(3)

(1)
(2)

(3)

(1)

(2)

(3)
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No. of dwelling-houses in which defects were remedied
after service of Formal Notices:—

{a) By Owners : .
(b) By Local Authority in dcf.ault ﬂrf Dwners
No. of Notices outstanding at end of year

Section 45.

Ne. of ‘dwelling-houses in respect of which Notices were
served requiring defective water-closets to be repaired

.Nec. of dwelling-houses where defective water-closets were

repaired after service of Formal Notices:—

(a) By Owners

(b) By Local Authority in defaull of aners
Ne. of Notices outstanding at end of year

Section 39.

Nc. of dwelling-houses in respect of which Notices were
served for the renewing or repairing of existing drains

MNe. of dwelling-houses where the existing drains were
renwed and cleansed:——

fa) By Owners :
(b) By Local Authority in df:fault -D-f Ownf:rs
No. of Notices outstanding at the end of year ...

Section 138 and Water Act, 1945. Section 30.
Ne. of dwelling-houses in respect of which Nctices were

served requesting Owner to provide water supply in pipes

No. of dwelling-houses in which water supply was pro-
vided after service of Formal Notices:—

{a) By Owners
(b} By Leccal Authority in default of I‘Juners
Ne. of Notices outstanding at end of vear

27

28

22

33

34

15

(B) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10 and 16 of the Housing Act, 1936.

(D

(2)

No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which Notices were
served requiring repairs ... o
No. of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit after

service of Formal Notices:—
{a) By Owners
(b) By Local Authority in default of Owners
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(C) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1936.

(1) No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which Notices were
served under Section 11 ... 4
(2) No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demolition
Orders were made —
(3) No. of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of
Demolition Orders 5 —
(4) No. of dwelling-houses rendered ﬁi in mnsequence of
Undertaking given by Owner ... —
(5) No. of dwelling-houses in respect of whmh Undertakmg
from owners accepted not to re-iet houses for human
habitation 4

(D) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936.

(1) No. of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were made ... -—
(2) No. of separate tenements or underground rooms in
respect of which Closing Orders were determined, the
tenement or room having been rendered fit ... -

(E} Housing Act, 1936. Overcrowding.
(1) (a) No. of dwellings overcrowded at the

end of the year ... o Not
{b) No. of families dwellmg lherem Known.
(¢} No. of persons dwelling therein i

(2) No. of new cases of overcrowding reported during the year 2
(3) (a) No. of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year 52
{b} No. of persons concerned in such cases ... 202
(4) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-houses again
became overcrowded after the ‘Local Authority have
taken steps for the abatement of overcrowding ... Not Known

Clearance of Unfit Houses.

In April, a Compulsory Purchase Order, affecting 27 houses in
the first post-war Clearance Area, was confirmed without modification
by the Ministry of Housing and Local Government.

In accordance with the provision of Section 1 of the Housing
Repairs and Rents Act, 1954, the Council’s proposals for dealing with
unfit houses in the Borough were duly submitted to the Ministry of
Housing and Local Government. The programme allowed for the
clearance and individual demolition of 286 houses in the first 5 years,
to be followed by a further 167 houses over the following 3 years;
a total of 453 houses over an eight year period. By the end of 1955,
action had already been taken with regard to 38 houses in the pro-
gramme, and a further 82 houses were ready for formal representa-
tion to the Council.

.“I
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SUPERVISION OF FOOD SUPPLIES.

The undermentioned table gives details of the number and type of
food premises within the Borough, and the number of inspections
made during the year. Six informal Notices were served during the
year and all were complied with.

No. in No. of

District. Inspections

made.
-Bakehouses 25 173
Butchers’ Shops ... 41 69
{Cafes, Restaurants and Snack Bars 27 133
Dairies and Milk Shops ... 13 13
Fried Fish Shops ... .. .. 16 119
Fruit and Greengrocers ... 45 5
‘General Provision Shops ... e 104 232
Hotels and Public Houses 60 88
Ice-Cream Premises 96 37
‘Wet Fish Shops ... 7 18
‘Other Food Premises 6 11

The new Food Hygiene Regulations will operate from January
1st, 1956, and all food traders have been made aware of their obliga-
tions. A small number of private traders have anticipated the
requirements of the new Regulations, and are to be congratulated on
their enterprise. I must again thank the Markets Committee for
their continued progress in the Butchers’ Market; the year 1956
should see their plans much nearer completion.

However, there is still much room left for big improvements .n
the handling and distribution of food, and the new powers given to
local authorities should lead to considerable progress in a field where
there has long been too much apathy by both the general public and
some sections of the food trade.

Food and Drugs Act, 1938,

A total of 45 Formal samples and 47 Informal samples were
taken under the provisions of this Act during the year.
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The articles sampled were as follows;—

Formal. Informal

Milk ... ... 45 Cheese
Lemon Cheese
Ice-Cream
Marmalade
Milk
Luncheon Meat
Tizer
Tinned Milk ...
Pearl Barley
Sago
Rice . ...
Tomato Ketchup
Butier
Margarine
Jam - *..:
Mixed Spice ...
Ground Cinnamon
Ground Ginger
Mincemeat ...
Ground Almonds

...
—

B = po v D ) ) s ) e = N b e

Three formal and 4 Informal samples were returned as “Not
Genuine.”

The average fat content of the formal milk samples taken dur-
ing the year was 3.64% and the figures for solids-not fat was 8.57%..
These figures compare with the national averages of 3.6% fat and
8.7% solids-not-fat. As far as milk fat is concerned, I think the
position shows some improvement, but the figure for non-fatty solids
is just above the statutory minimum, and below the national average.

With the advent of the new Food and Drugs Act, 1955, com-
prehensive new legislation is now in force, but it is regrettable to-
have to say once again that an opportunity has been missed to intro-
duce an absolute standard of quality for milk.

I am indebted to Mr. T. H. Evans, Inspector of Weights and
Measures, Denbighshire County Council, for the following details of
his work in the Borough during the year.
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Not ﬁenuine, or
Sub-Standard

Article No. Ta}_:en Genuine

Milk
Butter
Margarine
Cheese Spread ...
QOatmeal g
Flour
Table Jelly
Double Cream ...
Sterilized Cream
Fresh Cream
Ice-Cream
Meat Paste ;
Sausages
Luncheon Mea
Suet
Tinned Fish
Vinegar
Salad Cream ...
Condensed 'Milk
Tinned Carrots
Christmas '
Pudding
Honey
Jam k.
Beer
Gin
Wine (Port Type’
TOTALS

ﬂm“_.——-”Mum;—Hu——l—Mpu—E
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All the samples were certified by the Public Analyst to be free
from all prohibited preservatives and colouring matter.

s

Duties Relating to Ice-Cream.

There are 96 registered premises for ice-cream including 4
manufacturers.

During the year the following samples were taken:—

Bacteriological—39. These were graded as follows by the
Public Health Laboratory Services:—

Grade 1 ... 32
Grade 2 ... 5
Grade 3 ... 1

Grade 4 ... 'l
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The unsatisfactory Grade 4 ice-cream sample was manufactured
outside the Borough. Contact was immediately made with the Health
Department of the local authority concerned, and investigations were
carried out. Further repeat samples, both by ourselves and the parent
lecal authority, were found to be of excellent quality.

Milk and Dairies Administration.

In addition to 14 registered dairy premises, there are now 44
persons registered as purveyors under the Milk and Dairies Regu-
lations, 1949, Under the provisions of the Milk and Dairies (Special
Designaticns) Regulations, 46 Dealer’s Licences and 15 Supple-
mentary Licences have been granted.

I give below the details relating to the bacteriological sampling
of milk—

Ne¢. of samples taken e 144
(1} School Milks. (Pasteurised).

Total number of samples taken e R
Total number of samples satisfactory : : T 1
Total number of samples submitted to the 'Phﬂsphatasc Test 13
Number found satisfactory ey 0L
School Milks. (T.T. /Pasteurised).
Total number of samples taken Les 3
Number found satisfactory 2

(2) Designated Miiks other than School Milks.
(Pasteurised Milk).

Nec. of samples taken ... 354, WNo. satisfactory ... 4d6.
(Tuberculin Tested Milk).

Ne. of samples taken ... 46. No. satisfactory ... 43.
(Tuberculin Tested /Pasteurised Milk).

MNo. of samples taken ... 28. No. satisfactory ... 25.

(3) Biological Testing for Tubercle Bacilli. :
Two samples of the milk submitted for bacteriological examina-
tion were also examined for the presence of Tubercle Bacilli, with

negative results.

(4) Other Foods. . a
Two samples of Vita-Cream were submitted for bacteriological

examination and were found to be satisfactory.

Inspection of Meat. \
During the year, 41,525 animals were slaughtered at the Abattoir

and all were inspected as to their fitness for human consumption.
Inspection revealed that over 21 tons of meat required condemnation,
and this was disposed of for inedible processing purposes.

The number of animals brought to the Abattoir was approxi-
mately 31,000 less than in 1954, and this decrease in the throughput
concides with an increase in the number of private slaughtering
establishments licensed within a reasonable distance of Wrexham.

. S-S -
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The position is, to say the least, disturbing, and it calls for a
frank expression of opinion. Wrexham has one of the most modern
and well equipped Abattoirs in England and Wales, and has proved
itself capable of handling the meat requirements of a population up
te 150,000. The charges made at the Abattoir compare most favour-
ably with any public abattoir now in use, and yet it is not being used
to more than 33% of its capacity. There is something wrong with a
system that permits animals to be slaughtered in unsatisfactory
private slaughterhouses, and vet allows a modern Abattoir to be
standing idle.

I am aware that there are some good private slaughterhouses,
but I am quite certain that a great many now in use will have great
difficulty in complying with the suggested standards in the Report of
the Interdepartmental Committee on Slaughterhouses,

At the time of preparing this Report, a statement of future
Government policy on slaughterhouses, in the light of the recent Inter-
departmental Report, is awaited with considerable interest by local
authorites. I} is to be hoped that a decision will be arrived at
whch will have taken into consideration, amongst other things, the
humane treatment of anmals, the hygienic handling and distribution

of meat, and the need for adequate meai inspection at all times.

| CATTLE SHEEP |
| excluding | cows. | AND PIGS, L ALVES
Cows. | LAMBS. '
No. Slaughtered o .| 2,333 742 26,002 | 11,834] 614
No. Inspected i .| 2,333 742 20,941 | 11,834] 614
Disease Except Tuberculosis. |
Whole Carcases condemned. . 1 ) 35 49 35
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned .. 571 218 1,546 | 306 8
%, of No. inspected affected
with disease other than
Tuberculosis y - 24.59% | 33.0% | 5.39% | 2.15%] 7.09
Tuberculosis.
Whole Carcases condemned. . 3 4 — | 3 —
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned ..| 87 49 | — 195 -
% of No. inspected affected |
with Tuberculosis . . ol 3859 74 | — L 17ol —

* This figure includes dressed carcases brought into the

Abattoir for inspection.

Total weight of meat condemned during the vear :—
21 tons, 8 cwts., 3 qrs., 7 lbs.
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Canned and Other Food, Etc., Condemned as Unfit for Human

Consumption.
l'inned Foods 3,7523 1bs. Cheese 100 Ibs.
Carrots 784 1bs. Cheese Waste 158% Ibs.
Flour 10 Ibs. Pickles 33 lbs.
Cereals 224 I1bs. Fish 294 1bs.
Cake 304 lbs. Meat 844 1bs.
Fats 44 lbs. Dried Fruit 1261 lbs.
Preserves 3 Ibs. Ruskit 112 1bs.
Beverages 34 Ibs. Port Pies 10 Ibs.
Potatoes 672 lbs. Bacon 360 lbs.
Cake Mix 843 lbs. Kippers 112 1bs.
Cheese Spread! 77+ lbs. Dried 'Peas 28 lbs.
Sausage 58 Ibs. Miscellaneous 114 lbs

TOTAL:—6,942% Ibs.

Percentage classifications are as follows:—

Home ... 6848% = 4754 Ibs.
Foreign . 2699% = 1874 lbs.
Empire o 4,53 = 3145 lbs.

100.00% = 6,%42% Ibs.

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

Proceedings were instituted on two occasions during the year.
Both cases were taken under the Nuisunce procedure of the Public
Health Act, 1936, and were against the same person in each case.
For failing to comply with an Abatement Notice, an Order was
made for the work to be done in 28 days, and costs of three guineas
were awarded. 'For failing to comply with the Order a fine of two
pounds was imposed with one guinea costs. The work was event-
ually carried out satisfactorily.



8 0 6t63

1} I0) snjding jayN

IT 8 1LC9F L 6 0ITLY
L £l Lk
| S A - aduBINSU|
pue uonenuueladng ‘salie|eg
g 1 K (UOSLWIEL LAY
P2123[[0D S[[O UO UOISSTWILWO D)
01 L 0OF paule}ay SISEED)
pauwapuo)) 1o juawied
5| auoydaja]
9 & ¢ sasuadxg coualajuod)
0 6 €9 Alauonels pue Sunuiig
—sasuadxy |[elauan)
0D EI Ie6L sadiey) UeoT
v T TEL'v
§ OI Z1 FUIPOD AN
¢ 81 8t awdinbg Arpung
0 01 00F aurgory Sunreyaqg
Jo uonE[EIsu pue aseynd, & OITL
zZ 6 08CT° SaTBMN Z 11 MES IR 01 sireday
b & & ¢ Alpuney pue 0 0 00¢ (FCal “AInf 15| 01) uonNquIUOD MY
sausinbay) Sutuea]) ‘spestway) —poo jo AnNsiury
0 ¥l $¥e S1010B1IUO D) Lol gl Hmtﬁ__ N 1B paUUBpUO]) JO 2B
AQ safvaie] jo Suisura]) L (‘soig soySnH) aaEajiem
1L I S9F juel Surpes Suididwyg p saysy g 9 £ aoedg 10lEIaSUaY JO 1USY
.% E‘.u 3[qipau] “‘dINUEep JO [BAOW Y, 9 7 06 SWPO Jo uay
I < 09 gunuregd 6 61 81 SIATTI JO Uy
%5 RIE Y siteday pue asuvuUIBN 0 Z £I iy Fuiyses uep
t 81 tLI ' dduBINSU] pue L] ‘saxe] ‘sajey 9 81 L safivy) Suizein
S o £2L I21ep pue [ang ‘Ajdiaoslg 9 IIEL SUNUE JO 9[ES
—S¥o0ppEd PUE SIsHIAL] M s[eL
p .m P 5§ ¥ aunyipuadxyg o D 5 F WU
‘8§56

1 YMEBRA ISIE Papuj] J8a X —JUnoddy INUIAIY JoNPeqy

“TIDNNOD HONOHOH WVHXTIM












