[Report 1943] / Medical Officer of Health, Wrexham Borough.

Contributors

Wrexham (Wales). Borough Council.

Publication/Creation
1943

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/vdkmmy4g

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode













E ] 4

During the year a new system of distribution of dried milk
was in force. The old arrangement was that the dried milk was
supplied through the Clinic, but for certain reasons which I nf;ed
not specify, it was arranged that all dried milk should be supplied
through the Chemists at special reduced rates, but that mothers
requiring free milk could obtain such at the Chemists and the
total cost of this milk with fresh milk given free amounted to
£70/2/1. During the year the attention of the Health Committee
was engdged on the question of the provision of a Maternity
Hospital or Home, and it was recognised that the Borough was
too small to undertake the building, equipment and management
of such an institution, but that it should be provided by the
County. It was reported that some 30 per cent. of confinements
occurred either in apartments or under overcrowded conditions.
As far as the work of the Sanitary Inspector was concerned
during this year, it may be pointed out that 8,230 carcases were
inspected at the Abattoir in Holt Road, and there were 27 bake-
houses and 16 fried fish shops in the Borough. During this same
year, 31 houses were built and of these 22 were by the Corpora-
tion. The Sanitary Inspector was Mr. Ivor A. Stephenson, and
the Health Committee Clerk was Miss Cotton.

1924,
Birth Rate o o i MLy
Death Rate e o ! 2w 11399
Infantile Mortality Rate it .. 65.57

There were 65 cases of Infectious Disease including 22 cases
of Diphtheria, 18 Scarlet Fever and 17 Pneumonia. There were
38 notifications of Tuberculosis of which 31 were pulmonary.
The number of admissions to the Fever Hospital during the year
was 29, of which 18 were Diphtheria cases.

As far as Maternity and Child Welfare was concerned, there
was a drop of 103 in the number of cases attending the Clinic,
and the average weekly attendance was 75. The value of free
milk issued amounted to £91/13/11. 33.8 per cent. of confine-
ments were in apartments or under overcrowded conditions. At
the Abattoir, 9,918 animals were slaughtered, and during the
vear there was a discussion on refuse removal.

1925.

During this year, the Ministry of Health asked for a Survey
Report . The average size of families in the Borough was 4.36.

Birth Rate -k o S .. 18.8
Death Rate it i .. 13.65
Infantile Mortality Rate i T o

There were 75 cases of Infectious Disease of which 20 were
Diphtheria and 35 Scarlet Fevers. There were 51 admissions to
the Fever Hospital, including 29 Scarlet Fevers and 20 Diphtheria,
48 cases of Tuberculosis were notified, including 38 cases of
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Under the Maternity and Child Welfare it was reported that
763 mothers attended the Clinic with their babies and there
were 4,222 attendances, the average weekly attendance being 88.
The cost of free milk distributed was £80/8/1.

During this year arrangements were made whereby rain
water was collected monthly at the Parciau and sent to Chester
for chemical analysis in reference to atmospheric pollution. In
reference to the River Gwenfro, a large deposit of material was
found within the Borough, partially blocking the flow of the
river, This material consisted chiefly of coal dust and the
effluent from industrial concerns higher up in the Rural District
area. A sample of this deposit was taken and analysed and was
found to contain arsenic in the proportion of } gr. per lb. of dry
material. This deposit was subsequently removed and has not
recurred.

1927. _
Birth Rate o % A7 w154
Death Rate o £ o3 e
Infantile Mortality Rate o s ) AR

During this year 56 houses were built by the Corporation
and sanction was sought for the erection of 100 more houses.

There were 84 cases of Infectious Disease, including 14 cases
of Diphtheria, 41 Scarlet Fever and 13 Pneumonia and 1 case of
Cerebrospinal Meningitis. 53 cases were admitted to the Fever
Hospital, including 12 cases of Diphtheria, 35 Scarlet Fever and
4 Enteric Fever.

On 31st December of this year, Miss Humphreys, Health
Visitor, resigned after completing 17 years service.

1928.
Birth Rate s 5 3 g
Death Rate e re e T
Infantile Mortality Rate ! o T

There were 109 cases of Infectious Disease, including 8 cases
of Diphtheria and 49 cases of Scarlet Fever and 35 cases of
Pneumonia and 5 cases of Enteric Fever. 61 cases were admitted
to the Fever Hospital including 43 cases of Scarlet Fever and 8
Diphtheria.

Under Maternity and Child Welfare, 371 mothers attended
the Clinic with their babies, making 3,932 attendances and there
was an average weekly attendance of 83. The total cost of free
milk distributed was £148/16/3.

During this year, 10 samples of water were taken for analysis
and all of them were bacteriologically very satisfactory. These
samples were taken in reference to an enquiry by the Ministry of
Health in the previous year as to the purity of water in the
Borough.

As regards housing, certain houses were suggested as being
ilanﬁt for human habitation, but these were not dealt with until

ter, .
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Ante-Natal work was carried on by Dr. Drinkwater during
her Wednesday afternoon Clinic.

Towards the end of the vear an enquiry was held by the
Ministry of Health in reference to complete modernisation of
the drainage system in the Borough and improvements in the
Sewage Works. The Scheme presented to the Ministry of
Health Inspector was sufficient not only for the Borough of
Wrexham but also for any prospective increase in the population
during the next few years. It was pointed out that certain
unsatisfactory features in the sewerage system occurred in the
Acton Ward.

1931.
Birth Rate X il b wnt JRE
Death Rate . . MR § 2L
Infantile Mﬂl‘taht}" Rate s s 4148

There were 322 cases of Infectious Disease during the year.
These included 190 cases of Diphtheria, 96 Scarlet Fever and 24
Pneumonia. There were 220 admissions to the Fever Hospital,
including 174 Diphtheria and 44 Scarlet Fever. 34 cases of
Tuberculosis were notified including 28 Pulmonary.

The chief event in this year was a Ministry of Health Enquiry
in reference to a formation of a Joint River Board for the Dee
Catchment Area, and though formal sanction was given for the
establishment of this joint River Board, protests from the Local
Authorities were successful in delaying the functioning of the Board
for two or three years. During this Enquiry the Borough
Sewage Farm at Five Fords was criticised, but before this enquiry
took place, arrangements had already been completed for a
complete reorganisation of this sewage works. Commencement
was made during this year of the laying of a new sewer throughout
the Borough from Rhosnessney Lane to Five Fords, and this was
accompanied by the disuse of the Hafod-y-Wern storm overflow
tanks. A commencement was also made on the renovation of
Five Fords Farm. Another important event which took place
was that dealing with housing activities in the Borough. 162
houses were erected of which 144 were Council Houses. A large
amount of work was commenced under the Housing Act of 1930
whereby 12 Clearance Areas were scheduled for demolition and
9 Improvement Areas. Certain of these Improvement Areas
were later scheduled as Clearance Areas. The Annual Report for
1931 contained useful statistical information in reference to the
unfit houses in the Borough and indicated that 163 houses were
scheduled for demolition but that 178 houses were required for
accommodating displaced families. In addition to this, 115
houses were required for the displacement of families from over-
crowded houses, making a totql of 293 houses required and in
these 1,373 persons would be displaced.

During the year Miss Cotton resigned her appointment as
Clerk to the Borough Health Department and she was succeeded
by Miss M. Kirby.
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During the year two Ministry of Health Enquiries were held
in respect to clearance areas which had been scheduled in the
previous year, and with the exception of seven houszs in one of
the clearance areas, all the schemes were confirmed by the
Ministry of Health, and during the year houses were provided by
the Corporation at the Spring Lodge Estate in Holt Road for the
accommodation of displaced persons. 22 houses were constructed
by the Corporation and 49 by private enterprise.

1934,
Birth Rate * et a8 A AL
Death Rate o o i . e
Infantile Mortality Rate 4 vt AN

There were 199 notifications of Infectious Disease during
the year, including 118 Diphtheria, 50 Scarlet Fever and 23
Pneumonia. The number of admissions to the Fever Hospital
was 156, including 116 cases of Diphtheria. 42 notifications of
Tuberculosis were received including 36 Pulmonary.

The number of ante-natal cases rose to 82 and the cost of
free milk amounted to £350. L

It was during this year that a filtration and chlorinating
plant was installed at the Swimming Baths. This avoided the
necessity of emptying the baths and refilling as the chlorinating
process was a continuous one, This meant that the Baths were
continually kept open. ‘

During this year again, another Ministry of Health Enquiry
was held in reference to five clearance areas affecting 25 houses.

1935.
Birth Rate i o 3 .. 148
Death Rate 2 N wiai 7 AN
Infantile Mortality Rate i P (1

There were 232 notifications of Infectious Disease, including
80 cases of Diphtheria, 104 Scarlet Fever and 29 Pneumonia.
The number of admissions to the Fever Hospital was 153, includ-
ing 63 cases of Diphtheria. The Tuberculosis cases notified
numbered 38, including 29 Pulmonary.

It was during this year that the Borough was extended from
the 1,305 acres to 2,918 and population was increased by some
5,000. The whole Borough was divided into nine wards which
necessitated an increase in the number of Aldermen and
Councillors to 36.

The number of Ante-natal cases during the year rose to 97,
and 419 mothers and babies received free milk at a cost of £465.

Two outbreaks of Food Poisoning occurred during the vear.
One of these affected 3 persons and a dog, the canse of which was
tinned salmon which was infected with staphylococci. The
second outbreak was a more serious one and affected 34 patients
and nurses at the Wrexham Isolation Hospital which had recently
been included within the Borough Boundaries subsequent to the
extension. The cause of this poisoning was custard made from
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There were 303 cases of Infectious Disease notified during
the year, including 177 cases of Diphtheria, 49 Scarlet Fever, 3
Enteric Fever and 56 Pneumonia. The admissions to Fever
Hospital numbered 226, including 161 cases of Diphtheria.

In May of this year, the Town Clerk, Mr. Lawson Taylor,
retired and he was succeeded by the present Town Clerk, Mr.
Walters, Towards the end of the year, Mr. Bates resigned and
his place was taken by Mr. Stroud.

The number of cases of Diphtheria during this year was again
excessive, and there were 15 deaths. It was thought advisable
during the year to appoint a separate nurse—Nurse Nicoll—as a
Temporary Infectious Disease Visitor, whose duty was to visit
all the families in which Diphtheria was present and also to visit
the Schools periodically in order to find out whether any children
were suffering from sore throat or any other Infectious Disease.
A Health Week was held during the vear.

1938. ; "
Birth Rate iz o /3 el
Death Rate 3 s S T
Infantile Mﬂrtalzty Rate L2 oo 59.7

There were 195 cases of Infectious Disease notified, including
74 Diphtheria and 66 Scarlet Fever and 31 Pneumonia. The
‘admissions to the Fever Hospital numbered 130, including 72
Diphtheria. 56 cases of Tuberculosis were notified of which 33
were Pulmonary.

This was an important year from many points of view.
Dr. Wade, the Medical Member of the Welsh Board of Health,
visited the Borough and met the members of the Health and
Education Committees with reference to the outbreak of Diphtheria
which had taken place in the Borough during the last few years.

In addition to this, an enquiry was held by Mr. Clement
Davies in reference to the Welsh National Memorial Association,
and the Borough of Wrexham, as one of the non-County Boroughs
in Wales, gave important evidence at the Inquiry.

Representations were made during this year in respect to
clearance areas 19—42, and with one exception they were all
confirmed by the Ministry of Health.

1’“‘
Birth Rate i b o A
Death Rate o it Ve 1D
Infantile Mortality Rate 2 2 BZE

There were 255 cases of Infectious Disease notified during
the year, including 69 cases of Diphtheria, 94 Scarlet Fever and
50 Pneumonia. 43 cases of Tuberculosis were notified of which
35 were Pulmonary. The admissions to the Fever Hospital
numbered 181 of which 62 were cases of Diphtheria,
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. It was during this year that arrangements were made for
the distribution of Cod Liver Oil and Vitamin C. prepararions at
the Clinic in conjunction with the Ministry of Food, and a British
Restaurant was opened in the Rhosddu Schools and a Food Advice
Centre was opened in Queen Street in a central part of the town
in order that the public should be educated as to the best means
of preparing food-stuffs under war conditions. Towards the end
of the year, a War Time Nursery was opened at Abbotsfield.

1942,
Birth Rate 3. e " WL T v
Death Rate e " - R
Infantile Mortality Rate " .. B67.9

There were 336 cases of Infectious Disease during the year,
including 60 Diphtheria, 24 Scarlet Fever and 44 Pneumonia.
The number of cases of Tuberculosis was 56, including 39
Pulmonary. The admissions to the Fever Hospital numbered
98, including 59 Diphtheria.

1,449 children were immunised against Diphtheria. A
second British Restaurant was opened in Spring Lodge and feed-
ing of School Children was commenced. A second War-Time
Nursery was established at Spring Lodge.

1943.
Birth Rate . : e .. ARH
Death Rate %, 4 ik .. 13.8
Infantile Mortality Rate e .. 840

There were 668 cases of Infectious Disease during the vear,
including 42 Diphtheria, 65 Scarlet Fever and 57 Pneumonia,
The number of Tuberculosis notified was 62, insluding 45
Pulmonary.

IMMUNISATION.

In my Annual Report as School Medical Officer for the year
1943, I have stated that Schick Testing commenced in 1932 and
that immunisations commenced in 1933, As far as I can make
out, we were the first Authority in North Wales to deo this work.
Since 1933, we have had more than one intensive campaign for
the immunisation of school children, and the one held in 1936
included the Grove Park Girls’ School. As always happens after
an intensive campaign of this nature, there is always a drop in the
number of immunisations, but in 1942 we were urged by the
Ministry of Health to undertake a new campaign in conjunction
with the Ministry of Information who supplied suitable advertise-
ment material. This campaign lasted well into 1943 and the
great majority of cases immunised were school children, thougha
certain number of children under school age were also dealt with.
Since this campaign was instituted there has again been a very
specific drop in the number of cases immunised, and we have very



14

few applications at the present moment. This may be due to g
fact that there is still a certain amount of prejudice amongst
parents to have their children immunised, or if they have com-
menced the course of immunisation, they have neglected to have
it completed. This in some cases is due to the reaction following

the first injection, but taken as a whole, we have had extremely
few reactions.

Following discussions occurred in the Health Committee,
parents were advised to have their children under five years of
age immunised, and an advertisement was inserted in the local
papers which included a form of sanction. The response to this
appeal was most unsatisfactory, and the number of consents
based on the forms of applications in the advertisement were very
few. At the present moment the number of cases of Diphtheria
notified has diminished practically to vanishing point, and at the
time of writing there are only four cases of Diphtheria in the
Fever Hospital, three of which are from the Borough. It may be
that the absence of an epidemic has caused a certain amount of
indifference to the necessity of having this preventive treatment
carried out. I have already pointed out that the more cases of
children immuniced would result in fewer cases of Diphtheria
developing and thus fewer carriers are produced. It is well
known that Diphtheria is spread by means of carriers, namely
persons who are harbouring the Diphtheria bacilli in the throat
but who are not themselves suffering from Diphtheria. As there
have been so many school children immunised, the risks of spread
of Diphtheria from the Schools have been much much minimised,
and it may be that parents of children under five years of age are
reaping the benefit of the intensive campaigns which have taken
place amongst children of school age.

GENERAL REMARKS.

The last twenty-one years marks an important period in
the Public Health of the Borough of Wrexham. The Health
Services have been developed as far as it is possible for this to
- take place, emphasis being paid especially to the development of
the Services in reference to ante-natal cases and maternity and
child welfare. The Ante-natal Clinic was not established until
1932, though a few expectant mothers were examined in the
ordinary sessions of the Maternity and Child Welfare Clinic on
Wednesday afternoon. The Ante-natal Clinic has developed and
now forms a very important part of the work of the Public Health
Department. During this period, a large amount of discussion
has taken place in reference to the establishment of a Maternity
Home within the Borough, but so far such ah institution has not
been supplied. Most of the cases, until lately, were admitted to
Croesnewydd Hospital, and abnormal cases were sent to the
County Maternity Hospital at Ruabon, and during the last few
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years cases of confinements amongst evacuees from bombed-out
areas were catered for at Gerwyn Hall, near Marchwiel, some four
or five miles outside the Borough boundaries. It is to be hoped
that once the present hostilities cease, one of the main discussions
to be entered into will be the establishment of a modern up-to-
date Maternity Home in conjunction with the County Council
Maternity and Child Welfare Committee.

I have already referred to the arrangements with the Ministry
of Food whereby vitamin preparations and Dried Milk are
distributed through the Centre.

Reference has also been made to the establishment of an
Orthopaedic Scheme whereby children under school age, as
well as children of school age, are catered for at the Orthopaedic
Clinic at 16, Grosvenor Road, implemented by hospital treatment
at Gobowen Orthopaedic Hospital. This Scheme has done a large
amount of excellent work in the alleviation of defects in their
infancy and thus has been a most potent form of successful
preventive medicine,

During the last twenty-one years, I have been ably assisted
by a succession of Assistants, namely Dr. K. R. Drinkwater,
Dr. S. G. Hines, and now Dr. A. M. Barry.

Dental treatment is also available, which is carried out by
Mr. Ross Wallis, and all cases treated by him are fully investigated
and reported upon at the Maternity and Child Welfare Committee,
This scheme applies chiefly to expectant mothers and especially
those whose dental condition would be a possible danger during
pregnancy and confinement. During the last few years a Scheme
of Home Helps has been established but it does not meet the
ims which were put out for it at its commencement. This is
due to the paucity of applicants who would be suitable to act as
Home Helps, and this is a matter that is common to other local
authorities at the present time. It is to be hoped once hostilities
cease, that there will be available a greater number of persons
who will be willing to undertake this work.

As regards the work of the Health Committee, I have been
supported by a number of Sanitary Inspectors including Mr.
Stephenson, Mr. D. B. Davies, Mr. Bates, Mr. L. A. Stroud, and
at the present moment, Mr. F. G. Davies.

In my survey, I have given some indication as to the work
which has been carried out by the Health Committee, especially
in reference to the construction of a modern sewerage scheme.
I need hardly remind the Committee of the housing developments
which have occurred during the last twenty-one years. A large
amount of insanitary property has been demolished, but it is un-
fortunate that the outbreak of hostilities occurred at a time when
we were on the verge of completing our programme of slum
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TABLE A.

ITAL STATISTICS —

\ BOROUGH OF WREXHAM, 1923-1943.

@)__soRouGH OF WREXHA|

: INFANTILE
BIRTH RATE. DEATH RATE. |MORTALITY RATE
YEAR. — |- = ——
Boro’.| E.& W.| Bord’.| E.& W.| Bord'. | E.& W,
1923 18.8 1z 12.9 12.1 79.0 71.0
1924 22.4 18.8 13.1 12.2 65.6 75.0
1925 18.6 18.3 13.6 12.2 |113.7 75.0
1926 18.1 17.8 12.3 11.6 67.6 0.0
1927 15.4 16.6 12.8 12.3 72.9 69.0
1928 15.1 16.7 12.9 11.7 787 | 65.0
1929 15.2 16.3 12.7 13.4 38.4 74.0
1930 14.6 16.3 12.7 11.4 74.3 60.0
1931 15.2 15.8 11.9 12.5 71.9 66.0
1932 13.9 15.3 12.5 12.0 71.9 65.0
1933 15.0 14.4 12.9 12.3 61.8 654.0
1934 15.0 14.8 12.6 11.8 71.6 59.0
1935 14.8 14.7 15.0 11.7 105.7 57.0
1936 14.4 14.8 14.9 12.1 75.4 59.0
1937 15.2 14.9 15.2 12.4 71.9 58.0
1938 16.9 15.1 12.4 11.6 59.7 53.0
1939 11.4 15.0 15.9 12.1 62.8 0.0
1940 17.0 14.6 15.2 14.3 |128.1 35.0
1941 16.8 14.2 13.8 12.9 74.4 59.0
1942 17.5 15.8 11.4 11.6 67.9 49.0
1943 20.8 16.5 13.6 12.1 84.0 49.0
— T = ——
TABLE B,
MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.
No. of Average | Medical
Year. Mothers No. of Sesstonal | Consulta-
Attending. | Attendances. | Attendances, tions.
1923 486 4,000 84 294
1924 353 3,677 75 256
1925 383 4,581 93 243
1926 445 4,222 88 274
1927 406 4,166 85 229
1928 371 3,932 83 289
1929 354 4,599 82 366
1930 425 4,938 49 1,024
1931 411 4,690 49 826
1932 437 6,271 62 791
1933 477 6,361 63 915
1934 500 7,207 71 1,132
1935 714 8,710 87 1,219
1936 749 8,117 81 846
1937 830 9,044 90 1,033
1938 909 10,687 107 898
1939 884 10,721 107 815
1940 915 8,137 80 1,006
1941 850 8,415 84 1,514
1942 923 9,248 91 1,487
1943 970 9,108 91 1,265

_———————————————————y
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ANNUAL REPORT for 1943.

HEALTH COMMITTEE.

Chairman :

Alderman CyriL O. JoxEs, B.A.

Vice-Chatrman :
Alderman Mgs. PRricg, J.P.

Members :
Alderman DoDMAN. " Councillor HACKETT.
Alderman JARMAN. Councillor MORRIS.
Alderman THOMAS. Councillor CATHERINE JONES.
Alderman EMYR WILLIAMS, Councillor OGDEN.
Councillor BREESE. Councillor STABLER.
Councillor DuTtTON. Councillor MEADOWCROFT.
Councillor FITZPATRICK. Councillor EDWARD JONESs.
Councillor HicKMAN. Councillor EbwaArRD WILLIAMS,

His WorsHIP THE Mavor (Councillor J. Taylor).
MATERNITY & CHILD WELFARE SUB-COMMITTEE.

Chatrman :
Alderman CyriL O. JoNEs, B.A.

Vice-Chatrman :
Alderman Mgs. Pricg, ].P.

The Members of the Health Committee with the
following co-opted members :—

Mrs. CYRIL JONESs. MRs. CHALLONER.
MRS. AFFLECK. MRrs. GREENE.
MRs. GRIFFITHS. MRrs. TAYLOR.
- MRgs. PICKEN, Mgrs. EMYR WILLIAMS,
MRgs. Joun Davikes. MRrs. MANFORD JONES, Con-
Dr. R. S. BRocK, sultative.

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Commiitee.
MR. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to present my 21st Annual Report on the
Health and Vital Statistics for the Borough of Wrexham for the
year 1943. It was thought advisable to give some account of the
activities of the Health Department during the last 21 years.

In giving a full account, we are handicapped by the necessity of
close regard to reasons of public security, as we have been in-
structed not to publish figures of population or to present statistics
in such a way that the population could be calculated.

As far as Vital Statistics are concerned, the number of births
and the Birth Rate have increased substantially during the year.
There has been an increase in the Death Rate and there is also an

increase in the Infantile Mortality Rate which is well above that
of the whole country.
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It is of interest to note that the incidence of Diphtheria has
very much diminished and this is in keeping with the results of
the Diphtheria Prophylactic campaign which has taken place
during the year. There is still room for improvement in the
number of children of school and pre-school age who should be
immunised and there is still a certain amount of prejudice and in
certain cases opposition to this form of preventive medicine.

The chief event of the year was the opening of a new British
Restaurant in Town Hill, which has been a success, but it has
unfortunately been found necessary to close those at Spring Lodge
and Rhosddu School.

Towards the end of the year,-our Chief Sanitary Inspector,
Mr. Stroud, resigned to take up another appointmentin Slough,and
he was succeeded by Mr. F. G. Davies. It was felt that Mr.
Davies could not present an Annual Report for 1943, and it is
for this reason that the Sanitary Inspector’s Report is confined
to essential statistics.

I am,
Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
T. P.. EDWARDS,
Medical Officer of Health.

GENERAL STATISTICS.

Area (Acres) o 2,916
Rateable Value of the Burough {315t March 1944] . £165,945
Product of a Penny Rate i 5 £622
Corporation Houses e i i L = 1,775

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS.

Birth Rate.
Birth Rate .. 208 England and Wales .. 16.5
Total No. of Stillbirths. . : 4 s 25 vl L
Death Rate. |
Death Rate .+ 138 England and Wales .. 12.1
Maternal Mortality. ;
Maternal Mortality Rate per 1,000 Total Births .. 3.4 -
England and Wales .. 2.29
Infantile Mortality.
Infantile Mortality Rate :
Legitimate i) g
Illegitimate .. 103.4
Total .. 84.0 England and Wales .. 49.0

The number of infant deaths have shown an increase of 15
during the year. The Infantile Mortality Rate has also increased
and is very much above that of England and Wales.
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QIAHHHOE&.

There were 3 cases of diarrhoea among children under 2
years. The rate per 1,000 live births is 5.1 as compared with 5.3
for England and Wales.

CANCER DEATHS.

There were 30 male and 30 female deaths during the year,
making a total of 60 against 44 for 1942,

NOTIFIABLE DISEASE.
During the year, the following cases were notified :—

—_—

Disease. Total Cases Notified | Total Deaths.

Small Pox .. i A X it
Scarlet Fever = il 65 —
Diphtheria .. A 5 42 1
Pneumonia .. ] W 57 12
Puerperal Pyrexia .. 3 1
Erysipelas AL b 11 a4
Cerebro-spinal Fever o 5 1
Enteric Fever i i 1 —
Measles - = = 426 1
Whooping Cough .. i 47 i
Dysentery .. = o 11 —

TOEALS: - .. 668 16

The number of cases of notifiable infectious disease has
increased from 336 in 1942 to 668 in 1943, but it has to be re-
membered that the number of cases of Measles has increased from
116 to 426. The number of cases of Scarlet Fever has risen from
24 in 1942 to 65 in 1943, but the majority of these cases were of an
extremely mild character. Diphtheria was responsible for 42
cases as compared with 60 in 1942, The only matter that I need
refer to is the 11 cases of Dysentery. These were cases in the
Emergency Hospital, especially in relation to the aged people
who had been evacuated from London and other bombed areas.

IMMUNISATIORNS.
During the year, the following cases were dealt with - —

e et st
== —

.:ig.-: Age L.;lgg
0—5 | 5—15 | 15plus | Total.

No. completed during the year | 248 746 9 f,l]ﬂfj
No. not comlpeted at end of

year TR N — 95
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ROUTINE INSPECTION WORK PERFORMED

BY THE SANITARY

INSPECTORS.

TABLE No. 2

General Sanitary Work.

Visits re :—
Accumulations .. 111
Ashpits and Ashbins 63
Cesspools 232

Closets—Water 23

Privy or Pail .. 86
Common Lodging Houses,

day .. .. 145

Complaints 225

Dirty Houses 22

Drains—Existing 199

' Obstructed 130

Relaid .. sbicgld 1 |

Water Tested .. 16

Smoke Tested . . 18

Infectious Disease i I3

Housing.

Houses Inspected 135

Houses Re-Inspected 365

Overcrowding 743

Factories, &c.

Factories—DMechanical .. 48
Non-Mechan-

ical . 31

Domestic Factories o 1

Bakehouses—Mechanical 57

Meat and Food Inspections.

Municipal Abattoir (Day) 2,439
Municipal Abattoir (Eve-

ning) . . ; s e
Private Siaughterhuuseq 3
Meat & Food Inspections :

Flay - . S

Evening 97
Shops :—

Meat 24

Fish: .. 17

Fried Fish 26

Keeping of Animals
Moveable Dwellings
Offensive Trades :
Public and Private Con-
VENIences 1%
Rag Flock Acts Inspec
tion .. o
Rats and Mice ..
Schools ..
Shops Acts
Verminous Premises
Water Supply
Water Samples ..
Miscellaneous Visits

Vacant Council Houses. .
Miscellaneous

Bakehouse —Non-Mech-
anical

Workplaces

Laundries

General Provisions

Other

Food Preparatlon Prem-
1ses
Markets
Dairies

Cowsheds and Farms =

Samples—Milk (Bact.) ..

Milk (Biol.) ..

Food & Drugs

43
179
34
9

-

i ‘2,-1[19

27
17
136
2

11
974

14
113

173
51

110
121
279
171
668

56

59
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PREMISES AND OCCUPATIONS
CONTROLLED BY BYELAWS.
Offensive Trades. _
Thirty-four inspections were made in supervising Offensive
Trades carried on within the Borough.
Fish Fryer.
Twenty-six inspections were made of registered premises.
Places where Animals are kept.
Forty-three inspections were made in connection with the
keeping of swine and other amimals. Few complaints were
received.

Rag Flock Acts.

Five inspections were made of premises at which rag flock
is used in bedding and npholstery manufacture.
River Pollution.

Inspections of the streams within the Borough were made
trom time to time during the year. No nuisances were observed.

Infectious Disease.
Investigations were made into the following notifiable
diseases :—

Scarlet Fever .. L Diphtheria . : T L,
Cerebm—spinal Menin- Other Infectious Ihaea.m:- 14
gitis % 2

742 rooms were dlsmfected by fumigation and formalin
spraying ; 327 articles of bedding and clothing were disinfected by
steam ; 97 library and other books were disinfected or destroyed
ﬂlluwing cas es of infectious disease.

Eradication of Bed Bugs, etc.

Fifty-two complaints were received and 136 inspections
made of dwelling-houses infested with bed bugs and other vermin.
Three notices were served upon owners or occupiers of houses,
and disinfestation work was carried out by the Department at
16 Corporation owned houses and 13 plnatelg., owned houses.

Inspection is made of all Council houses becoming vacant for
the detection of verminous infestation, 14 being inspected during
the year.

Sanitary Condition of Places of Entertainment.
Eight wvisits were made following complaints received re-
garding the sanitary conditions of places of entertainment.

Shop Acts, 1912 to 1937,

Seventeen shops were inspected under the provisions of the
Shops Acts.

Housing Act, 1936.

Reconditioning of working-class houses has continued, par-
ticularly in cases of complaint. 135 inspections and 365 re-
inspections were made. 153 houses were rendered fit in conse-
quence of informal action, 7 Statutory Notices, requiring the
execution of repairs under Section 9 of the Act, were served.
























