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ANNUAL REPORT

of Sanitary Conditions of the
Rural District of Vaynor and
Penderyn, in the County of
Brecknock, for the Year 1946.

By
T. H. STEPHENS, M.B.. Ch.B.., D.P.H.,
Medical Ofificer of Health.

H. W. Southey & Sons, Ltd. “Merthyr Express” Office, Merthyr Tydfil.









To the Chairman ond Members of the
Vaynor and Penderyn Rural
District Council.

Crentlomen—

I beg to submit for your consideration, the Annual Report
of *he Sanitary Conditions existing, and the Vital Statistics relating
10 the Rural District for the year 1946. The report is in accordance
with the Memorandum issued by the Minisiry of Health.

In 1939 it was estimated that 202 new houses would be required
for the housing needs of the area, 102 were crected, leaving 100
to be built when the war broke out. The Council then contem-
plated enlarging their estates at Bryntaf, Cefn Coed, and at Maes-
cynon, Hirwaun, and, also at a future date to erect houses at Pont-
neathvaughan and at Pontsticill. During the year 1946, the Council’s
housing programme re-commenced after a lapse of seven years,
when a new housing site was prepared at Maesgarreg for the erection
of thirty-four prefabricated bungalows, of which six were occupied
by December, 1946.

Work was commenced on the Maesgwynne Site, Cefn Coed, to
provide 28 houses adjoining the new Teddington Controls Factory
Site.

At Hirwaun, site preparation was carried on at the Maescyr.on
(No. 2) Site, for the erection of 60 B.I.S.F. Houses.

The provision of these houses will help alleviate the serious
overcrowding that has occurred in the area through the return of
young married couples and ex-servicemen, who have been forced to
live in apartments or share their parents’ homes, owing to the lack
of houses in the area.

The restrictions imposed on owners of houses in the area by the
shortage of material and labour, has caused great hardship in re-
pairing and decorating houses. Every effort has been made to
help owners to repair premises by the issue of Building Licences
and certificates for the supply of materials under the Control of
Civil Building. It is regretted that in many cases the scarcity of
supplies prevented the repairs to be carried out in detail and only
essential repairs were carried out as required by Statutory Notice.
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The survey of the housing conditions in the rural arca las been
continued and complete records are being obtained of the con-
dition of “working class’ houses in the area, as a basis for a pro-
gramme of improvement of housing conditions over a period of
years. This survey, in conjunction with the Housing Application
Register, will give an indication of the number of houses required
to be built in the area under the Housing Programme which has
been commenced during the present year.

During the year, the work required to be carried out in con-
nection with infestation control in sewers and buildings as required
by the Infestation Order, 1943, of the Ministry of Food, has been
carried out by the Council’s Rodent Operator under the direction of
the Sanitary Inspector. The Council’s sewers have been treated
with satisfactory results in conjunction with the Block Control
treatment of river banks and refuse tips. The results of these dis-
infestation treatments have shown that the major infestation occurs
near refuse tips, more especially where there is a river in close prox-
imity. Difficulty has been experienced in ridding the older type
cottages near the river banks, of vermin, but the infestation has been
overcome by periodic baiting of the river banks passing through the
villages.

BOUNDARIES.

ParisH oF Vavynor.—East Side. The Taf Fechan River
from its Junction with the Taf Fawr River as far as the junction
with the Car Brook.

North Side.—From Car Brook to the junction of the Llysiog
Brook with the Taf Fawr River.

West Side—Taf Fawr River from its junction with the Taf
Fechan River to the junciion of the Llysiog Brook and the Taf Fawr
River.

ParisH oF PENDERYN.—FEast Side. The Taf Fawr River
from the Ffiwd Brook to Nantygourgarn.

North Side. From Nantygourgarn, where it joins the River
Hepste, to the junction of the River Hepste and Mellte, and from
Mellte River to Dinas Rock.

Sowuth Side.—TFroem Dinas Rock, following Cwmnant Brook
to the Cynon River near Lleity Rhys, and the Cynon River as far as

the junction of Nant Hir at ‘Cwm ‘.111.,':, Mwn Tan, and ful]mnng

Nant Hir Brook to Nant Firwd Birock to its junction with the Taf
Fawr River.






that the nearly 40,000 acres contained in the area includes a con-
siderable amount of sparsely inhabited mountain land. In the
Parish of Vaynor, the levels extend from 645 feet near Cefn Bridge
to 1,612 feet at Twyn-y-Croes on the mountain above Cwm Glais.
Penderyn Parish presents levels varying from 588 feet at Cynon
Bridge, Hirwaun, to 1,376 feet at the top of Twyn, Cadlan, while
the Parish of Ystradfellte contains such extreme variations of level
as 263 feet at the bridge at Pontneathvaughan, and 2,250 feet near
the top of Fan Fawr, which mountain is partly in the parish.

CLIMATE.

The proximity of the well-known range of mountains known
as the Brecknock Beacons accounts for the rather heavy rainfall
that prevails. Some of the largest reservoirs in Wales are partly
in the Rural District.

ACREAGE.,
Vaynor ...  6,549.706 a 1cs
Penderyn ... .. 13,366.337 acres
Ystradfellte ... 19,355. acres

39,271 acres

RATEABLE VALUE as at 30th September, 1946.

Parish of Vaynor ... = 19348 0 0
Parish of Penderyn ... ... £13,788 0 0
Parish of Ystradfellte U8 b1d 0 0

£39,656 0 0

PRODUCT OF A PENNY RATE.

Parish of Vaynor e 76 5 10
Parish of Penderyn ... sandot 6 2
Parish of Ystradfellte ... w26 0 0

£156 12 0







VITAL STATISTICS.

BirtHs. The births registered in the district in 1946 numbered
85 (male 49, female 36), the annual birth rate being 16.47 per 1,000.
The county rate in 1943 was 15.96, 17.87 in 1944, 16.42 in 1945 and
17.77 in 1946. The birth rate in this area in 1946 was 16.47, com-
pared with 18.4 in 1945, 17.3 in 1944 and 9.07 in 1943.0f the total
births in the area 2 female were illegitimate,

STILL-BIRTHS. These numbered 4, the rate per 1,000 of the

population being (.70, the county rate being 0.67, and for England
and Wales (.53 per 1,000.

Deatns. The total number of deaths assigned to this area was
69 (33 males, and 36 females) ; this figure takes into account 22
inward transferable deaths during the yvear. There were 3 outward
transfers. The death rate for 1946 was 13.37, compared with 16.08
for 1945, 13.0 for 1944 and 14.4 for 1943. The county rate for 1946
was 13.25, as aganst 14.1 for 1945, 12.12 for 1944 and 13.18 for 1943.
The death rate for England and Wales for 1946 was given as 11.5,
compared with 11.4 per 1,000 for 1945, 11.6 per 1,000 for 1944 and
12.1 per 1,000 for 1943.

DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR 0F AGE. These numbered
4 being 4 less than the previous year. 2 were male and 2 were female.

Under one week(a) Seven months child.
(b) Cardiac failure (premature birth).
(c) Alectasis Pulm.
(d) Premature.

Under one month.—Nil.
Under two months.—Nil.

Three months to six months.—Nil.

It is to be noted that the number of deaths was 4 less than the
previous year, and that the infant mortality rate has decreased from
85.1 to 47.0 per 1,000 births.

DEATHS UNDER ONE YEAR FROM DIARRHOEA. No deaths were
recorded under this heading.

DeEATHS FROM PUERPERAL SEPSIS, ETC. One death from a
puerperal cause was notified during the year.

DeEATHS FROM CANCER. Deaths from all forms of Cancer re-
main very high, numbering 8 for 1946, compared with 11 for 1945,
14 for 1944 and 7 for 1943. There were 4 male and 4 female deaths.
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The percentage of the total deaths from all causes was 11.6 for 1946.
This treacherous disease has taken a great toll of life and the facilities
for proper treatment of this disease have been limited but at the time
u{) lwﬂting modern facilities for diagnosis and treatment are avail-
able.

DeatHs ForMm TusErcurosis. Tuberculosis was responsible
for 5 female deaths, the percentage of the total deaths being 7.2,
compared with 7.3 for 1945, and 3.03 for 1944.

DeaTtns FroM HEART Disease. Heart Disease was responsible
for 13 male and 8 female deaths making a total of 21, the percentage
of the total deaths being 30.42, compared with 23.1 for 1945.

DeatHs rroM BroNcHITIS. Bronchitis was responsbile for 3
deaths (2 male and 1 female) making the percentage of total deaths
4.3, comapred with 2.4 for 1945.

HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

LABORATORY SERVICES FOR THE AREA. Dr. R. Pendrill Charles,
who is Public Analyst for many authorities, has been responsible
for the analysis of milk supplies and water. It was felt, however,
having regard to the fact that the Emergency Public Health Lab-
oratory at Cardiff was in closer proximity, that a more expeditious
service would be obtained by submitting milk and water samples,
as well as swabs, to this laboratory.

AMBULANCE FaciLiTiEs. These are available from Merthyr
and Aberdare General Hospitals, and from the Mardy Isolation
Hospital, Merthyr. Arrangements exist for ambulance facilities
for Ystradfellte and Hepste with the Priory for Wales; and for
Pontneathvaughan with the Neath R.D.C., as reported previously.

NursinG AT HoMme. This is undertaken by voluntary assoc-
iations, assisted by grants from the County Council

Crinics. Clinics are carried out by the County Council for
expectant mothers and infant welfare at Cefn Coed and Penderyn.

HospiTaLs., Owing to the close proximity of the area to Urban
Areas like Merthyr Tydfil and Aberdare, we are fortunate in our
hospital facilities. With regard to hospitals for infectious disease,
an agreement has been reached with the Merthyr Corporation to
nurse infectious diseases from our area at the Mardy Isolation at
a cost of £4 4s. 0d. per week, plus ambulance fees. I am advised that
there was a project on prior to the war for the erection of an Infectious
Diseases Hospital in Brecon.
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Warer SuppLy. The district has been reasonably satisfac-

torily supplied with a good water supply. Cefn Coed from the mains
of the Taf Fechan Water Bcard ; Pontneathvaughan is supplied

- by the mains of Neath Rural District Council ; Hirwaun is supplied

by the mains of Aberdare Urban District Council.

Penderyn is supplied by mains from the Cadlan and Ogof-fawr
regions. This supply is chlorinated at the Cadlan pump-house
by means of a scmi-automatic apparatus installed during 1944 by
Messrs Boby of Rickmansworth, and is giving satisfactory service.

In the wvillage of Ystradfellte, which comprises 10 houses, a
school and some scattered farms, unfortunately, there is no water
supply for the main. The Council has been very concerned about
this matter, and has approached the Neath R.D.C. on several oc-
casions for a piped supply. The objection raised to this has been
that the pressure at these points has been too high. This does not
seem to me to be an insuperable difficulty. It is necessary that this
sanitary defect should be rem=died, for it is perfectly obvious that no
efficient cleansing of utensils in farms where milk is produced or
washing down of udders and flanks of cows can take place without
a good and sufficient water supply, which, at the present time, does
not exist.

Samples of water have been taken of the supply at Penderyn,
of which the following is a copy :—
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DrAINAGE AND SEWAGE Disposar. Works. The Council has
now provided efficient drainage and sewage works for all the area,
except the small village of Ystradfellte, where a small sewage disposal
works was under contemplation prior to the outbreak of war. This

oposal has of necessity been suspended. The Hirwaun Sewage
Works needs to be modernised and this will undoubtedly have your
consideration with the cessation of hostilities.

REFUSE CoLLEcTION. This coollection takes place three days
weekly in the Cefn Coed and Hirwaun districts ; twice weekly at
Pontneathvaughan ; once a week at Pontsticill and Ystradfellte.
There is only one motor lorry, which is owned by the Council itself
It appears to me that the question of an incinerator at Hirwaun
should be examined very seriously in the near future.

MiLk, MEATs AND OTHER Foops. Since the outbreak of war,
as you are aware, meat is being slaughtered in the Government
Central Slaughterhouses, where the meat is inspected before delivery.
There are no such slaughterhouses in our area. A close inspection
of meat and other foods is made in retail establishments in this area.

Dairies and cowsheds have been inspected during the year.
Many of the existing cowsheds, though clean, require modernisation.
The co-operation of the County Agiicultural Committee has been
sought to provide grants for water supplies to farms.

64 milk samples have been taken for bacteriological examination

and for keeping qualities. The bulk of the milk produced in the area
1s sold to Milk Depots where it is Pasteurised.
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1946.

PART 1.

EXPENDITURE.

Due under Precepts—
Brecon County Council ...
Breconshire County nmumem ﬂummitteu
Vaynor Parish Council ..
Penderyn Parishi Council
Ystradfellte Parish Council

Sewage Dizposal Works—
Cefn Coed Sewage Disposal Works—Working Expenses

] & s d
Pontsticill Sewage Disposal Works— Working Expenses 219 16 4
do. Loan and Interest 89 15 8
Hirwaun Sewage Disposal Works—Working Expenses ... 251 E 0
do, {Hsg) Loan and Interest 8 0 7
Pendervn Sewage Disposal Works—Working Expenses... 231 7 11
do. Loan and Interest 181 16 6
Pontneathvaughan Sewage Dis. Works—Working Exes. 236 14 3
do. Loan and Interest 131 8 7
Walerworks—
Penderyn-——Working ExXpenses ... 274 6 0
do. Loan and Interest ... 57T8 16 2
Seavenging—Throughout District
Fublic Conveniernces
Public Lighting—Vaynor 296 16 2
do. Penderyn 260 16 9
do. Ystradfellte 12 16 O
Yards and Sheds
British Restaurant, c-ern Bued—-
Working Expenses ... .« #B98 1 B
Amortisation of Capital 152 0 0
Playving Field, Cefn Coed —
Public Health Services—
Notification of Disease and General Disinfect-tun 27T T 11
Salaries of Officers, etc. ... : e 1,905 14 5
Maintenance of Fever Patients ... 258 10 O
Diphtheria Immunisation ... 512 &
BReturns of Births and Deaths 118 &8
Brecon Isolation Hnspital 6 14 4
Milk Testing . 4 14 2
Housing—
Annual Contribution—Housing Revenue Account,.. 319 16 9
Additional Contribution do, 5T 16 3
Financial Adjustment—
Ystradfellte Parish—Loan and Interest ...
Cost of Collection of Rates—General Rate ... 856 5
do. Special Rate ... T 12 5
Valuation Expenses
Establishment Charges ... o
Other
National Fire Station—Contribution 106 16 O

do. Works Account ... 167 19 &

Small Dwellings Acquisition Act ...
Balvage—Cost of Collection
War Damage Act—Contribution ...
Brecon Joint Planning cnrmmittee—cuntrlhutlan
Brecon County Council—Superannuation Fund ...
Air Raid General Precautions
Government Ewvacuation Echemc—Expendlture
National Insurances
Victory nelehrauona—cnntﬂbutlnns
Miscellaneous :
BALANCE carried forward

B k-
28,657 16 O
41 &6 2
180 0 0
50 0 0
108 6 0O
855 4 6
309 10 ©
259 6 T
413 4 5
368 2 10
653 2 2
1432 5- 6
4 9 0
S7T0 8§ 11
26 8 2
4850 1 8
14 1 10
2,210 12 ©
a7t 13 0
458 6
863 12 10
274 19 10
649 5 10
274 15 6
12 11 A
233 14 7
95 12 2
272 1 6
2B2 16 6
85 7T 7T
611 18 8
71 6 6
20 0 O
270 12 5
4,681 13 94
£50,540 9 104



















