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To the Chairman and Members of the Vaynor

and Penderyn Rural District Council.

Gentlemen,—

I beg to submit for vom consideration the Annual Report
of the Vital Statistics and Sanitary Conditions of the Rur&l
District for the year 1944. The report is mn_accordance with
the memorandum issued by the Ministry of Health and is an
outline only of the main conditicns relating to the health of
the Rural District and the activities of the Department,

ToroGrAPHY.-—Thete has been no alteration of the boun-
daries of the area, whic covers approximately 50 square miles ;
the greater part of it is agricultural and lies on the hilly escarp-
ment of the Brecon Beacons, at heights ranging from 263ft.
to 2,250ft. above sea level. Sheep farming and cattle raising
are the chief agricultural occupations owing to the searcity of
arable land.

RATEABLE VALUE as ar 30th SEPTEMBER, 1944 :

Parish of Vaynor ... £19,430 0 0
Parish of Pendervn ... £13,559 0 0O
Parish of Ystradfellte £6498 0 0

Tatal ... £39487 0 0

PRODUCT OF A PENNY RATE.

Parish of Vavnor ... £76 7 b
Panrish of Penderw £54 6 9
Parish of Ystradfellte ... £25 19 10
Total i £156 14 0
POTULATION (CeExsus RETURN),
Vaynor ... ORI |7 S |1 R
Penderyn ... 973 - 885 ... 1858
Ystradfellte o 572 3 N 1D 308 ... 650
5671

- —

Reg. General's Estimated Population Mid-year 5100
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. VITAL STATISTICS.

BirtEs —The birthse registered in the district in 1944
numbered 88 (male 39, female 49), the anuual birth rate being
17.3 per 1,000. The county rate in 1942 was 16.40, in 1943
was 15.96, and in 1944 17.87. The birth rate for this area in
1944 was 17.3, compared with 9.07 iz 1943 and 14.2 in 1942,
Of the total birtlis in the area 1 female was illegiitmate,

STiLL- BiIRTHS.—These numbered 6, the rate per 1,000 of
the population being 1.1. the county rate being .53, and for
England and Wales .5.

Deatas.—The total number of deaths assigned to this
area was 66 (37 males and 29 females) ; this figure takes into
account 16 inward transferable deaths during the year. There
were no outward transfers. 'T'he death rate for the year 1944
was 13.0 compared with 14.4 for 1943 and 11.8 for 1942, The
county rate for 1944 was 12.12, as against 13.18 for the vear
1943. The death rate for Fngland and Wales for 1944 was
given as 11.6, compared with 12.1 per 1,000 for the vear 1943,

Deats oF INrFaNTs UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE.-—These
numbered 6, being 1 more than the previous year One was
an illegitimate female infant, the others were 3 male and 2
female infants.

Under 1 week—3 (a) Atalectasis and prematurity, (b)
debility and prematurity; (¢) premature.

Under 1 month—1 : Acute 1leo colitis.

3 months to 6 months—2 (a) Convulsions ; (b) Meninge-
coceal meningitis.

It is to be noted that whilst the number of deaths was 2
more than the previous vear, the mfant mortality rate has
decreased from 102 tc 79.5.

DeatHs ONDER Two Years ov AGE FROM DIARRHOERA.—
One death was recorded of a female infant aged 3 weeks.

DraTRS FROM Purierprran Sersis, Ere. There wére none
under this heading.

Dearas FroM CANCEL.- —Deaths from all forms of Cancer
remain very high, numbering 14 for 1944, compared with 7
for 1943 and 9 for 1942, the proportion of male to female deaths
being 5 to 9. The perc entage of deaths of all causes of deaths
was 21.2 for 1944, compared with 9.7 for 1943. This treacherous
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disease has taken a greai toll of life ard the facilities for
proper treatment of this disease are limited. The Cancer Act
has not been put into operation owing to wartime conditions,
but the Breconshire County Council has been represented on
meetings in relation to this project during the vear. It is to
be hoped that radictherapy and all modern treatmient will be
available for all the inhabitants of Wales as scon as hostilities
are terminated. Tt is gratifying to know that continued
research has found a remedy for one of the common conditions,
that is, cancer of the prostate gland.

Dratns FroM TupERCcULOSIS.—Tuberculosis was respon-
sible for 2 male deaths, the percentage of the total deaths
being 3.03.

Your statistics ave in accordance with the general trend
of other areas. In my view the death rate and incidence from
tuberculosis, apart from certain natural biological tendencies,
will never be reduced to the minimum that it should be unless
we get, first of all, compulsory pasteurisation of milk to
eliminate bovine tuberculosis, and until satisfactory housing
conditions are obtained for the inhabitants in the area, together
with adequate nufrition.

Deatus From HEART 1sEASE ~—Heart disease was respon-
sible for 4 male deaths and 7 female deaths, making a total of
11, the percentage of the total deaths being 16.66. This really
heads the list of diseazes, because it is uma»lhr a corroborative
concomitant condition associated with other diseases, but often
registered simply as heart disease.

Drates rrom Broxcorrrs.—Bronchitis was responsible
for 4 deaths (3 male and 1 female), making an average of 6.06.

HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE AREA.

T.ABORATORY SERVICES FOR TEE ARrEa,—Dr. R. Pendrill
Charles, who is a PPublic Analyst for meny authorities, has
been responsible for the analyses of milk gupplies, water and
swabsz. It was felt that having regard to the fact that the
Emergency Public Health liaboratory was in closer praximity
that a more expeditious service would be obtained by submit-
ting swabs to this laboratory and this was done during the year.

AMBULANCE Facittrrire.—These are available from Merthyr
and Aberdare General Hospitals and from Mardy Isolation
Hospital, Arrangements were made during the year for ambu-
lance facilities for Ystradfellte and Hepste with the Priory for
Wales and for Pontneathvaughan with the Neath R.D.

6



NuksixG A1 Home.—This is undertaken by voluntary
associations, assisted by grants from the County Counell.

C'Linics are carried on by the County Council for expectant
mothers and infant welfare at Cefn and Pendervn,

HospitaLs.— Owing t¢ the close proximity of the area to
urban areas like Merthvr and Aberdare, we are fortunate m
our hospital facilities. With regard to hospitals for infectious
disease, an agreement has been reached with the Merthyr

ration to nurse infectious diseases from our area at the
Mardy Isolation Hespita! at a cost of £4 4s. O0d. per week, plus
ambulance fees. 1 am advised that there was a project on
prior tc the war for erecting an Infectious Diseases Hospital
in Brecon.

Warer Sveeny.—-The distriect has been reasonably satis-
factorily supplied with a good water supply : Cefn Coed from
the mains of the Taf Fechan Water Board, ]’mrtneatlmmghan
is supplied by the mains of Neati Rural District Couneil ;
Hirwaun is supplied bv the mains of the Aberdare Urban
District Couneil.

Penderyn is our own supply by mains from the Cadlan
and Ogaf-fawr regions. This supply is chlorinated at the
Cadlan pump-house by means of a semi-automatic apparatus
installed during the year by Messrs. Boby, of Rickmansworth,
and is giving satisfactory service. Samples of water have
been analysed and are satisfactory in quality.

In the village of Ysiradfellte, which comprises 10 houses,
a schiool and some scattered farms, unfor tunately, there is no
water supply from the main. The Council has been very
concerned abeut thie matter, and has approached the Neath
R.D.C. on several occasicns for a piped supply. The objection
raised to this has been that the pressure at these points has
been too high. This does not seem to me to be an insuperable
difficulty. It is necessary that this sanitary defect should be
vemedied, for it is perfectly obvious that no effl{,lent cleansing
of utensils in farms where milk is produced or washing down
of the udders and flanks of cows can reasonably take place
without a good and sufficient water supply, which, at the
present time, does not exist.



DRrAINAGE AND SEwAGE Disposan Works -—The Council
has now provided efficient drainage and sewage works for all
the area, except the small wllage of }$+r'adfeilte where a
small sewage disposal works was under cunterrap]atlﬂn prior to
the outbreak of war. This proposal hag of necessity been
suspended.  The sewage works al Hirwaun needs to be
modernised . and this will undombtediy have your consideration
at the termination of hostilities.

REFUSE (Connicrion . -—This collection takes place 011 three
days a week in the Cefn Coed and Hirwaun areas; twe days a
week at Pontneathvaughan, and once at Pontsticill and Ystrad-
fellte. There is only one motor lorrv. which is owned by the
Council itself. 1t appears to me that the question of an
incinerator at Hirwaun should be examined very seriously af
the end of the war.

Mitk, Muar aAxD oTHER Fuops.—Since the outbreak of
war, as vou are aware, meat has been slaughiered at various
Government slaughterhouses, where inspection has taken place.
The necessity. therefore, bhas not arisen for such detailed
examination of meat as has been the practice in the past.
With reference to milk and other foods, <lose inspection has
been maintained. The number of samples of milk taken for
cleanliness has been 30. This number includes the following
grades : 2 tuberculin tested ; 3 pazteurized; 1 accredited,

NOTIFIABI/E DISEASES IN 1944,

Total tted to
Disease. Cases. pital. Deaths.
Small Pox i 0 0 0
Scarlet Fever ... 4 ¢ 0
Diphtheria 8 8 0
Enteric Fever .. 0 0 0
Pneumonia ... z ( 2
Puerperal Pyrexia 0 0 ¥
Erysipelas : 0 () 0
Cerebro-spinal Fever . i| 0 0
Measles 5 0 0
Whooping Cﬂnﬂ‘h 6 0 C
Influenza : 1 0 1
HGUSIT\TG

It was ascertained in 1939 that 202 new houses would be
required in the area 102 of which have been erected, thus
leaving 100 for erection at cessation of hostilities.  The
Council has contemplated the erection of 132 houses, to enlarge
the present housing estates at Bryntaf and ""u'faechmn and
alsc erect houses at Pontsticill and Pontneathvaughan.









FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1944—Part

EXFENDITURE. £ 5. d.
e under Precepls—
Brecon County Council "JBE'?E 2 0
Breconshire Assessment Committce ... 40 19 4
P&ndenm Parish Counci] 3 0 0
Ystradfellte Parish Council 8Bl 2 6
Etcme Disposal VWorks—
Sewage Disposal Works—Working Exes 352 7 B
Pnnt.atmul Eegrage Works—Working L2219 8 14
Loan and Interest ... B89 13 8 300 1 9%
Hirwaun Sewage Works—Working Expenses e 219 16 10
do. {Housing )—Loan and Interest . 8 611 Satls b
Ystradfellte Sewage Disposal—Worki Expenses 110 0
Penderyn Sewage Works—Working Expenseg .. 133 12 10
do, Loan and Interest ... 188 19 7 i B
322
Pﬂnt.nmth-mughan Sew. Dis—-Wcerking Expenses 190 12 7
0. Loan and Interest 132 2 3 S5 14 10
Penderyn Waterworks—Working Expenses w 986 T 64
do. Loan and Interest . B84 6 11
T20 14 &%
Ystradfellte Waterworks—Working Expensen 46 15 5
Scavenging—Throughout l:l'ishict 1343 17 44
Public Conveniences ok 18 68 4
Public Lighting—Vaynor s i 1
do. Penderyn o e 1T 1B 0
do. Ysiradiellte o w 2285 O 0
413 18 6
Yards and Sheds .. 57T 8 1
British Restaurant, Cefn Coed—
Working Expenses, oods, etc. ... .. €280 18 4
Amortisation of Capital .. ey 2l O
—_————— 4500 18 4
Pla.?ins Field, Cefn Coed 10 7 6
Health Services—
Hotlﬂmtmn of Disease & General Disinfection 58 12 3
Salaries of Officers, ete. o868 1 7
Maintenance of Fever Patients .. .. 532 17 8
Diphtheria Immunisation .. . 20 1 6
Brecon Isclation Husp!.tal—-ﬂnntnmt.iun 717 &
Returns of Births and Deaths ... 114 8
Milk and Water Testing .. . ... . 1 o L
- B — 1518 17 8
Annual Contribution—EHousing R.evenue Afc 519 16 9
Additional Contribution "8 11 9 08 8
Financial Adjustment Yestradfelite Parish—
Loan and Interest 4bs 6
Cost orf Collection of Ratea-—General ‘Rate - 145 12 D
do. Special Rate 814 1
e 754 6 10
Valuation Expenses 224 T B%
Establishment Charges 530 12 10
Other Expenses—
National PFire Service—Contribution 07 0 0
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts 14 4 1
Telephone EKiosk, Cein Coed 2 2 0
Sal t of Collection - i 228 12 11+
War e Act—Contribution ... 98 12 2
Brecon County cauncu—nqaperannuatmn Fund 204 5 10
Alr Raid Precautions 83 19 11
Government Evacuation Scheme . 464 8 9
Hn.t:ionn.l Insurances .. 55 19 5
oﬂm’ and lewnun Nursmg ﬁssociﬂt.mns :53 g g
BALANCE uarrier.l ﬂ:-rward 2219 18 1%
£45200 9 2

























