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Mr. Chairman, Lalies anl Gentlemen,

In previcus reports I have discussed the health and sickness of the
commurity durin: infancy and in old ae with particular reference to the
principal causes of sickness and leath. A brief resumé has alsc been
given of the present day community medical services available for the
various ace ;roups. This year it is proposed to consider the health of
the school child, The school health service has been applied for some
50 years and I am sure e all appreciate the fantastic chawes in the
physical standarils of our children durin: this period,

Fifty years aro school buildings were frequently situated badly,
alon;side main roads anl many of them could only be described as dark,
dismal andl dreary structures, All schools were overcrowled anl unhy;ienic,
any movement bein: sufficient to raise clowls of dust, 'hen advised that
floors be treated with dustless oil, teachers acknovled:ed the resultin:
improvement inacoustics but raised loud objections due to the scilin ' of
the Prussian braid on their long owms, Since then both mood and mode
have chanted and not only by the appearance of the mini-skirt! Slowly
and painfully, modern schools have replaced some of the old antiguated
buildin;s while the general enviromment anl sanitation of others have been
improved, In this town, the orisinal schools, with their overcrowled
classes, are still in use, althoush one admits to a face-lift here and there.
We contimue to loock forward, with commendable patience, to their final
closure,

Pioneer school Medical Officers were appalled to see children of three,
four and five years of a;e, sitting in the most awful positions or uncomfort-
able forms with no manner of back support. Lar.e mumbers were dirty,
undernourished and adencidal, Their clothins could not he compared in
impoverishment with their footwear, many of them were barefooted in winter
a8 in summer, Skin diseases, pediculosis a nd rickets were exceelin:ly
comnon and it is easy to unlerstand the ;-rave effcets upon the eyesicht
and physigue of children when admitted to such schools at the tenler age of
three years, In addition to the lare mumbers of physically diseased bodies,
many of the children were so dirty and verminous that they had to stand on
large sheets of paper while they were bein: undressed prior to bathinr. In
those days, fleas were treated by the parents with a lofty disdain as for
example, one mother a charwoman, who calmly informed the Doctor "The child
has only got fleas, you /et them in the best houses,"

Followins the Education Act of 1907, free meals were provided for the
poor and necessitous school children. The followin: illustrates the
unima;inative type of memu provided -

Honday Bread and Cheese, Doiled Jam Roll,

Tuesday Irish Stew, Currant Bread.

Wednesday Green Pea and Vesetable Soup, Beoiled Rice and Currants.
Thursday Irish Stew, BDaked Jam Roll,

Friday Bread and Cheese or DLread anl Jam, Rice Puddin:.






Sufficient bread to be supplied each day. Milk was not provided at
this time and the importance of vitamins was yet to he universally rcalised,
However, such a diet was valuable if only to relieve the pangs of hunger,

Contrast with an example of a present day memu =

Monday - Comed Deef, Deans and Potatoes, Steamed Sultana Pudding & Custard,
Tuesday =~ Roast Lamb, Cauvliflower, Potatoes & Gravy, Fruit Flan & Custard,
Wedresday - Hot Cheese Pie, Peas and Potatoes, DBaked Sponge and Custard.
Thursday - Fried Fish, Tomatoes & Potatoes, Daked Apple, Shortbread & Custard,
Friday - Stewed Beef, Onions, Carrots & Potatoes, Jam Tart & Custard,

The supplementary feedin: of school children has been sreatly extended
during recent years, Milk in schools was introduced in 1934. Detween 1946
and 1967, all children attendin; state aided schools have been entitled to
% pint of milk daily and free of charpe., Similarly, there has been a steady
increase in the mumber and variety of mid-day meals served in all schools
throughout the town, the school dinner being no longer limited to the poor
and undernourished but available to all for the modest sum of 5s5.0d, per weck
(Increased to 7s.6d. in 1968),

Meanwhile, the school medical service branched out in various directions.
Dental inspections and treatment by a School Dentist were introduced in
Monmouthshire about 1914. Soon, sreat care was to be shown in the ascertaine
ment of the "abnormal" child, Unfortunately, having ascertained abnormality,
there was very little that could be done for this category. The problem of
finding institutional accommodation was more difficult then than todsy,
Durin: the twenties, attention was focussed on the "erippled" child and
Orthopoedic clinics were éstablished, Deapite the efficiency of such schemes,
many of these children found difficulty in securin: employment when in
competition with their colleasues, Therefore approved training centres
gradually came into existence for the purpose of teachins suitable handicraft
trades for the physically handicapped,

The woxk of the school medical inspections made Doctors familiar not
only with the physical, but also the mental defects from which school children
suffered, Itwas graduslly realized that there was a need for early diasmosis
and treatment of these behaviour anomalies which are so often the roots of
Juvenile delinquency. During the last 20 years child suidance clinics have
been eatablished, in this country, we have seen the rapid .rowth and
development of ascertainment, training: and supervision of the mentally
handicapped. At the same time, there have been developments in the early
diagncals and treatment of the deaf, the partially sishted and the delicate
school children with increasing provision made for their special education.

The bare footed and ragped school child has lonr since wanished.
Today the majority of school children are robust and well, Ase for age,
they are taller, heavier and cleaner than their predecessors. The physical
attributes of children from the well-to-do and of those from the poor homes






approximate one another more a nd more. No firm conclusions can be made
from anmual fluctuation in ;growth rates but the broad trend is sijmificant
under-mtrition in children has more or less, ceased to be a problem.
Recently, there have been comments on the increasing incidence of over=
weight in school children. More obese than undernourished children are
now reported but the mumber in each group is small. It does seem that
mtritional problems of the sixties are related more to excess than
deficiency. Indeed, in the adult community, slimming has assumed an
important activity.

We mast not Hind ourselves to the fact that there are still some
gerious hazards to the health and life of children. MNore children between
the ares of 5 and 15 years die from accidents than from congenital
defects and all the circulatory, genito urinary infections and respiratory
diseases together. Furthermore, accidents not only kill but often leave
mich suffering and disability in their wake, Congenital defects and
disease some times kill and more often leave severe handicaps. They call
for further and contimied research into their causes. Some 15 per cent
of children medically examined shoxtly after school entry, are found to
have one or more defects requiring treatment. Thus althougsh most schonl
children are well there is still a need for the school health service,
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VITAL STATISTICS = 1967
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DEATHS DUE TO ‘REGNANCY, CHILD-BIRTII, ABORTION = 0
Maternal Aortality Rate USK COuNy
(Rate per 1000 live & still-births) - 0.49
INFANT MORTALITY
Infant Ifortality Hate USK COUNLY ENGLAND & WALES
(Zate per 1000 total live births) 25.00 21,82 18.3
Neonatal HMortality Rate = first 4 weeks
(ltlate per 1000 total live births) 25.00 14,88 12.5
Early Neonatal Mortality Hate - under 1 wk
25,00 12.51 10.8
Ferinatal Mortality
(Still-births & infant deaths under 1 wk
per 1000 total live .. still-births)
43.00 29.09 25.4
Perinatal Mortality in Usk Urban District
TO6T=1967
| Number of First R ! i 24 5 Ferinatal
i feek Deaths | T R S S | Mortality Liate
— .___._..4_._ e e . et el : & B -
1967 | 1 , 1 49.00
1966 1 - I 4048
1965 | - = - -
1964 | . : i ‘
1963 | - ! - -
1962 | - ‘ - -
1961 | 1 ! 4 ! 142,86

Perinatal Mortality 1961=1967

Usk Urban District, Pontypool wrel District ¢

& lMonmmouthshire County

= o e e ——

! Year 'U*‘k Urban I}Ilﬂtrlc‘t I‘Dutﬁﬂul mr“:l Jlstrlc:t

L ..___J_ O N = R

: 1967 | 419.00 ! AT

i 1966 | 40.8 i 28,27

' 1965 | - 22,1
1964 | - . 2645
1963 | - , 30,12
1962 | = | o

i 1961 | 142.86 | 25.79

— R s

Monmouthshire Count ¥

29,09
33.87
35498
| 57425
| 35,82
| 38,85
| 3949






Caunzes of Death at different periods of life durin: 1967

in Usk Urban District

| Total| Unler| 4 wks
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NOTIFIADLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES (other than Tuberculosis)

Classified accordin: to ape and sex

J:'LU‘."'E'
Disease gex T % S e Total
. | 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-24 25 +
. ! o e S B o
i { | |
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i M | | | 1
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e | T
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i F
i :
- 1 1
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| F 1 1
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| e .
1 S | |
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I ] =l |
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VACCINATION AGATIST SMALLPOX

Tumbers Vacecinated

Age Group 1957 1958 | 195@} 1960 | 1961 | 1962 | 1963 | 1964 | 1965 i%é%5"f195?1
Under 1 yr Tl 20| 22 | 18 | 15| 15 3 = <] g
1 - 4 yrs e T O L R e T 5 | 11 | 22 | 19 | 11
5 - 14 yrs 1 3 1 5 | 212 2 -~ u W
e+ | |12} 10| 7 4 6 | 639 2 X 2 P N
o T w1 w5 5 [ o [ = v = o5

In addition, there were 5 revaccinations.

DIENISATION AGAINST DIPTUHERTA AND WIOOPING COUGIH

Humbers Immunised

AGE GROUP |1957|1998| 1959]1960] 1961 1962]1963] 1964 1965 1966[ 1967

I 1 1

Under 5 yrs | 38 | 17| 13| 9| 391 30| 36| 60| 58 | 31 | 37 | Diptheria
20 f 14 | 10| 30| 29| 48| 59| 58 | 31 | 35 | Whoop.

29| 301 40| 55| 62| 1 | 37 |Tetams

| Diptheria

| L
B e [ea | 1 1| 5| - 2| 0] 5| 1] 2
f 11l 2 - 2| 10 | 71 R 1 | Whoop.
b2 2 2 15 | 11 ! 18 | 6 | Tetanus |
| T e
TOTAL ar ! 41| 14 10| 44| 30| 38! 70| 63 | 32 | 39 ' Diptheria
20 | 14 | 11| 321 29 | 50 | 69 | 71 | 32 | 36 |Whoop.
|

o e O R e T | 43 | Tetams

In addition, there were 48 "Booster" injections of
Diptheria Prophylactis .iven, 20 of Whoopin~- Vaccine and 51
of Tetams,
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CYTOLOGY STATISTICS FOR m 6 & Ammq Hubzqgaapm_ﬂdww

. " New Cases Only | TR
Name of Clinic | h._m%w.m. mmﬁﬁ _ Eum,wm. kept _ No. of Hm‘nwﬂ.._m_mwﬂmw . _"..deHﬂnmu.._E
A_mﬂ _numn.m ._q.wmnmwum | Hew Cases | mmnmwum _Hmwmnmmﬁm cologist ditioms h..
1966 {1967 | 1966 AwwnH Ammm_ammq Ammmmdwmq Amﬂm 4maq Jmmm_émmq 1966 Jmmq_ mmm ;mmq _
= ; | : : - . _ s |m _ﬁ =)
Abergavenny 378 | 280 | Aqy 34| 261| 181 Adm Jm_ 30| 25 | L% 4 TR B e
Avertillery 303 | 481 1| 77| 202| 263 1 umw 17 51 e e 44_ gl N m
Blaina 276| 299 | 17| 12| 161|161 | 8| m“ pal 1601 Az | 16 gElscEn
Caldicot 172 | 411 | h“ 29| 18| 21a| 3| Am_ R e e um 2hd =i W
Chepstow Rl e eely 518 255 Te 2 m;_ o2 1 15 1 14 o | AL
Cwmbran 529| 873 | 23| 109 | 387| 605 15 B0 Bel 80 e o _ *cm - 3
Croesyceiliog | 402| 216 | 26 52| 291} 153 19| 31| 29| 34 _ 504 A e Bl s
Ebbw Vale o70| 458 | 11| 25| 182] 280 slomel el gl Sl 2 ER 4 8 | il I
Monmouth 358 198 | 14| 19| 174| 127 9 ab_ 18| 22 _ 3 ¢ J - - -
Newport 356| 426 | 41| 67| 237|254 | 20 | 41! 291 38 m 2| mw 8 m T =
Pontypool 922 [1033 | 86119 | 570|653 | 59| 68 P reil 73| @i Bl _ 2 m 0
Pontllanfraith [1167 [1254 | 76 “Amm 129|741 | 49| 68| 96| 98| 4| 4f 25| 12) 1] 2
Risca 587 | 605 mi a1 | 4100315 | 22| 43| 59| 521 2| 2| 36| .__, a e
Tredear soslses G ol s by el s el ol | S 4l 6 Al T2
TOTAL 6324 [1044 | 374 | 856 | 4132 4379 | 240 | 456 | 481 | 643 DR R

Yours faithfully,

S.M. JAMES, B.Sc., M.B., B.Ch,, D.P.Hs
Medical Officer of lealth.






Lire Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to submit my report of the work carried out in the district

during the year 1967.

INSFECTIONS

R e T T T T T T
RESITIEPO0TI0NE o osssssssetstosssorssssssisssesssesrsessstnsnsttadss
Improvement Grants .scssssssssssassssssssssasssssssssssisssnsssnsss
ol Al e e S e

E'FLliSﬂl‘].GEE LU R R B R R R R N N B L R R R R I R B

Premiaes where food is prepared and 50ld sesecessasessncasscssanss
anEaria s Bl WOrLehoDE csssssssssesvanssrnssosnssssnsoiosesinssss
EERHETE DRREN ENERE oy s ss b vbesnasiniinsovssnsronssosissnssansinsbne
Water Supplies .ecesveees s sssasessEneNaNcE RS EEER AT RSERRIRERRER U
Hetnge Golleotion and Disposal ,.sessessssssenssessrssnssnnssssnns
IIEBDEITHABONE s s sanesrsssssseaetsnitasnrnntantasensesviciassntsas
S T RS TIFHATIETE. s sussn s ssisuntdusnsnssnsnassonesanssnnssnnns
DOWERES WOTIE sussnssssssasssssssssssssntarsssssnsstsnsssatasssanes
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Street Lighting .eesesvssoscnssrscsnsssessssssssscsssarsssnsnnonns
EREEIR MATIEET s assvssrasratasssansssassssasssedsrsesrssnssossscene
e e e e e M R e e
Shops, O0ffices and Dailway PremisSes .csssessssssscsssensssensnacas

P'E'tmlem Licenﬁir:'{: S EER RS E RS RIS N EER BRI F RSN

OVERCROWDI NG

139
16
52
13

106

o

58

128
32

Very little overcrowding exists in Usk, This is due to the fact
that persons living in apartments in overcrowded conditions have been

given priority by the Council when council houses become vacant,






CATAVANS
A few caravans were stationed in the distriet during the year, but
only for a very short periocd.

The only ground used for caravan purposes is the market ground which
is used solely for the accommodation of caravans during the Anmual Trinity
Fair, Three caravans are permitted, under licence from the Council, to he
stored. Water supply and sanitation are provided.

I0USIIG

1. Inspection of dwellings houses durins the year

(i) (a) Total mumber of dwelling houses inspected
for housing defects under Public Ilealth

and Jousing Acts. T4
(b) Number of inspections made for its purpose 213

(ii) umber of dwellings found not to be in all
respects reasonably fit for habitation 23

2. Demedy of defects during the year without Servicing
of Formal Notice

Humber of defective dwellings rendered fit in consequence
of informal action by the Local Authority or their officers 20

3« dction under Statutory Powers during the year

(i) Proceedings under the ilousing Act 1957

(a) No, of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requirinr repairs

L

(b) Wo. of dwelling houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made -

(c) No. of dwelling houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made -

(d) HNo. of dwelling houses which were rendered
fit after service of Formal Notice 6

(ii) Proceedings under the Public !lealth Act

(a) No., of dwelling houses in respect of which
notices were served requiring defects to be
remedied -

(b) Ho. of dwelling houses in which defects were
remedied after service of Formal Notice

(1) By owners -
(ii) Oy local Authority in default of owners -

- 11 -






WATER SUFPLY

The Town is served by the Pontypool Water Company!s Underteaking
and with the exception of four houses, which are distant from the mains,

all houses have piped water supply.

Twenty-four samples have been

submitted to the Public llealth Laboratories and were found to be satis-
factory in all cases,

SEWAGE DISPOSAL

The majority of houses in the district are connected to the Town

Sawers.

The sewage diasposal plant deals with all sewapge and is operating

successfully, though very regular attention is required at the pumping
gstation in connection with pump maintenance, and also some difficulty is
caused with the removal and disposal of sewage sludge,

RODENT CONTROL

The sewers are treated twice a year and no heavy infestations have

been reported.

The sewage disposal works and refuse tip are regularly treated to
keep any infestation to a minimum. During the year 21 propertiecs were

inspected and treated for minor infestations.

FOOD HYGIENE

In general the premises are satisfactory and a good standard is

maintained,

POOD IIYGIENE (GENERAL) ZEGULATIONS 1960

e e

No. ufnﬁremiseﬂ - 39,

—— e

Trade Z No.

Licensed Premises
Cafes

Fruit and Veg.
General Grocers
Sweets & Tobacco
Dutchers
Fiqﬁp%_chips

|
|

| Ho. of Premises
fitted to comply
with Reg. 16.

No, of Tremizes

to which Deg., 19
applies.

No. of Premises
fitted to comply
with ..E!f'-j,- e 9 -
13
9
3

e ——r —

Totals

13 13 13

3 3

3 3

10 | 10 10

i 5 l

4 | 4 | 4

1 i ___j_ _é_ 1 A
39 | 39 | 34

10

i e B b






SLAUGITER HOUSES ACT 1957 - Slaughter of nimals

(Amendment Act)

There is only one slaughterhouse in the area.

lumber of carcases inspected and condemned

— ———

i ‘ | Gﬁttle ShEE-I-I;jI’-I_I.EIIﬁbE. r I_’lrs i Ca_lves
i Mumber killed i 61 : 465 91 | 3

| Mumber imspected | 61 | 465 __{751"_4 e %
B i | foo [ do0 | 100 | 100

All Diseases (except Tuberculosis)

Yhole carcase condemmed .eosscessssvsesoscsssessees MNil
Carcases of which some part or orgen was condemned 61

Tuberculosis Only

Whde carcase condemn2d cseevssocvesssssssssssensnes il
Carcases of which some part or organ was condemned -

Noe, of visits for meat inspection svesessssscecses 149

HOUSING - IMPHOVEMENTS

During the year the Council approved two Standard Grant applications.

Every encouragement is given to owners of suitable properties to
improve and modemise their houses. The raising of the general level of
older housing accommodation is well worthwhile,

The 1964 Act which came into operation in Aupust 1964 increased the
maximum standard grant to £350.

DULLDING BYE-LATS

43 plans were submitted during the year, These were made up as
follows: mnew houses 25, improvements 13, garages 5. This compares with
a fisure of 44 for 1966 and 41 for 1965,






FPETHOIEUNM LICENSING

There are four premises in the district where petroleum spirit
is stored, Eight visits to these premises were made durinz the year,
Installations are satisfactory.

HEFUSE COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL

A weekly collection is in operation and is carried out on behalf
of the Council by the Pontypool Iural District Council.

A1l tipping is carried out at the tip on the outskirts of the towm.,
The conditions of the tip have improved considerably due to the hiring of
a bulldozer. Very little soil was available for cover during the year under
rt that the position hes improved considerably

review, I am pleased to repo
during the first part of 1968,

The problem of having to dispose of

considerable quantities of paper and card is causing some concern and

difficulty.

FACTORIES ACT

1.  Inspection for purposes of provisions as to health (including
inspections made by the Public llealth Inspector).

Branlien hugger | _?&Tﬁfr sf_____ | Socupless
legister | Inspections !iritten ! Prosecuted
Notices [
| o
|
(1) Factories in which I
sections 1,2,3,4,6, are 4 - |
to be enforced by the & i
Local futhority . :
1
(2) Factories not 1 '
included in above in | 7 15 o =
which sect., 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority v, R s h
(3) Other premises in ;
which sect., 7 is enforeed - - - . -
by the Local Authority _ |-
— + r
TOTAL ! 11 23 - I -

- 14
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FACTORIES ACT

2., Cases in which defects were found,
NUMBER OF DEFECTS

Particulars Prosecutions

Found Remedied | Referred to
| by LI,
Want of cleanliness (S.1) [ 4 - i
Overcrowding (S5.2) ) - - &
Unreasonable temperature AN - - -
Inadequate ventilation = A - | - =
Ineffective drainage of floors = - : - =

Sanitary Conveniences (8. | |
a) Imsufficient = el 1] - <
b) Unsuitable or defective -

¢) Hot separate for sexes -
Other offences against the Act

relating to outwork),

|
|
|
|
(not including offences - ‘ - | - _ ~
|
|

TOTAL 4

Cutworkers ... i Wil

T . o .

I would like to thank the Chairman and Members of the Council and my
fellow Officers for the hely and co=operation I have received during the year,

I am,
lir, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen,
GITJ—'RQ IEE‘ MtI{-S-'I‘I'g E'I.J.-'L.pP.._IJI-

Surveyor and Public llealth Inspector,
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