[Report 1950] / Medical Officer of Health, Towyn / Tywyn U.D.C.

Contributors

Tywyn (Gwynedd, Wales). Urban District Council.

Publication/Creation
1950

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/f95runew

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution license.

This licence permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any
medium, provided the original author and source are credited. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode

‘_'-I =

I-
e B RS

'PGWYH URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of the Medical Officer of Health

FOR THE YEAR 1950.
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GENTLEMEN,

I am submitting for vour consideration
on the health and sanitary conditions of the Tows
the Year ended 31st December, 1950.

- - t‘ i 1
During the year, the area has remained remarBghlv free fmm
epidemics. ,

Housing.—A few of the condemmned houses in the "rea aﬂ‘m:ﬁ"-
shelter for families. . O

-

Section A. Statistics and Social Conditions of the Area.

Area (in acres): 22959,
Population : 3,799.

Number of inhabited houses ({end of 1949) according to Rate
Books : 1241.

Rateable value : £18,816.
sum represented by a 1d. Rate: £73/9/6.

The Area is chiefly agricultural, and there is no industry liable to
affect the public health.  There is a gquarry in the Urban Area
affording employment for workmen. The unemployved workmen
were fully occupied during the year at various camps situated in the
area.

The Urban Area includes Towyn, Aberdovey, and the villages of
Brynerug, Rhydyronen and wrt, near Pennal.

There was a fair influx of visitors during the vear to this area:
hotels, boarding-houses and farms were not crowded during the season.

EXTRACTS FROM VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1950 :—

. . Legitimate : males, 22; females, 15; total 37| i
Live Blrths{[llegitimate: males, 3 females, 5; total 8| 45

Legitimate : male, 3; female, 2; total 5} =

Still Births Illegitimate : male, 0 ; female, 0; total 0
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Birth Rate per 1,000 of the estimated population: 11'8
Death Rate per 1,000 . : 11°8
Deaths : males, 24 ; females, 2! total 45
Maternal deaths from pllEt‘pEI‘ﬂl causes (No. 30): 0
Maternal mortality per 1,000 (Live and Still births): 0
Deaths of infants under one year of age: 1
Deaths from Cancer: males, 4; females, 3 : total 7
Deaths from Measles: 0

4 »w  Whooping Cough: 0

i .+ Diarrheea: 0

g »» Nephritis: 2

i » Cerebral Heemorrhage and Thrombosis: 9

" ., J1nfluenza: 0

COMPARISON OF VITAL STATISTICS FOR SiX YEARS PER 1,000,
1545, 1944, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950,
Birth Rate SR [ ot I i LR 150 157 11°8
IDeath Rate 1582 1773 141 114 13°6 11'8

Section B. General Provision of Health Services
for the Area.

Public Health Officers.—One Medical Officer (part time); one Sani-
tary Inspector {part time), who also acts as Surveyor to the Council.

Nursing.—One District Nurse at Towyn and one at Aberdovey.
Thev attend maternitv, surgical and medical cases. They also act as
Health Visitors under the supervision of the County Medical Officer
of Health.

Laboratory Facilities.—Pathological specimens were sent to the
'._".;. ical A_flbrar:'tﬂr\, Abervstwyth, and also throat swabs. Diphtheria
Antitoxin is kept in stock and supplied to the local practitioners when
1ujmtu:t.
Hospitals.—Isolation Hospitals : Nil.
Small Pox Hospitals: Nil.
County Isolation Hospital : Nil.

Maternity Services.—Maternity Wing of the Towyn and District
Cottage Hospital, opened in 1933, consisting of six maternity beds,
delivery ward with modern equipment, is of inestimable value to the
district. Number of cases admitted during the year, 76.

Hospitals for children and orthopaedics. Nil.

Orthopzedic Clinics are held periodically in the county, and suitable
cases can be admitted to Gobowen, Oswestry, through the County
Orthopeedic Committee.

A War Memorial Cottage Hospital at Towyn supplies the needs of



the area, consisting of 20 beds and 2 children's cots for the surgical,
medical and maternity cases. Fully trained Staff and a portable
X-Ray equipment. Now serves as an I.M.S. Hospital.

Ambulance.—A Motor Ambulance, maintained and provided by the
Merioneth County Council, garaged at Mr. Gray Jones' Garage,
is available for conveying non-infectious cases to and from the
Hospital. It is also available to the public during emergencies.

Clinics.—A Maternity and Child Welfare Centre is maintained by a
grant from the Merioneth County Council. This Centre is supervised
by the local practitioners in rotation. The attendance of infants is very
good. The Clinic is held fortnightly., The District Nurses attend and
voluntary helpers provide tea, etc. A limited amount of Virol and
milk is available for backward infants.

School Clinics for treatment of eyes, tonsils and adenoids are held
periodically at the local Hospital, provided by the County Couucil.

Midwives—Midwifery is undertaken by the two District Nurses
who are qualified for this work—one at Towyn and the other at Aber-
dovey.

3

Section C. Sanitary Circumstances of the Area.

Water Supply.—Towyn: The Towyn Water Supply ehlorination
plant gives satisfaction. There was no shortage during th vear.

Aberdovey. The Aberdovey Water Supply ehlorination plant gives
satisfaction. There was no shortage during the year.

Bryncrug Village : Supplied from the Towyn mains. There are a
few farms and houses in the vicinily of Brynerug without an adequate
water supply. The occupiers have to draw water from the adjoining
brook which is contaminated by sewage from several farms. I have
repeatedly urged the Council to remedy this defect and to connect
them to the Towyn mains, which are within easy reach. This is very

urgent.

Cwrt Village, near Pennal : Public water supply is good.

Drainage and Sewentge.-—‘l‘ﬂwyn : water carriage to thesea. A few
houses are still unconnected with the main sewer.

Aberdovey: water carriage to the Dovey estuary. Most houses are
connected with the main sewer. The sewer outlet is now working
satisfactorily.

Bryncrug Village: Refuse and closet pails are conveved to a field
ad.oining the village. A sewerage scheme is under construciion.

) wrt Village, near Pennal: Refuse and closet pails are collectad
once a week and deposited on land at a suitable distance from the
village.

Rivers and Streams.—Bryncrug brook is contaminated by sewage
from several farms, which is unavoidable. Owing to the danger, the
adjacent farms should be connected with the Towyn main supply, viz.
Ysguborwen, Brynithel and Penvbont.
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Closet Accommodation.—Brvncrug and Cwrt Villages : Pail closets.

Number of water closets in the area 976
Number of pail closets = 162
New water closets " 0

Shops.—No action was taken during the vear under the provisions
of the Shops Act, 1934,

Swimming Baths and Pools.—There are none in the Area.

Eradication of Bed Bugs.—Nil.

Special Classes of Premises.—'There are no common lodging-houses

for casuals in the area. No permanent tents or vans and underground
sleeping rooms.

Rag Flock Acés, 19r1 and rgz0.—There are no premises in the area.

Schools. —Sanitation is good. Towyn and Aberdovev Schools are
supplied with good water from the respective mains.

Pennal School : Supplied with good water by the Pennal Parish
ouncil.

Bryncrug School : Modern buildings. Water is supplied from the
Towyn mains.

Section D. Housing.
r.—Inspection of Dwelling-houses during the year:

(1) (a) Total number of dwelling-houses inspected for housing defects

{under Public Health or Housing Acts) . B0

(8) Number of Inspections made for the purposa: 98
(2) (A) Number of dwelling-houses (included under sub- head (1) above)
which were inspecled and recorded under the Housing Consol-

idated Regulations, 1925 ... 0

(B) Number of lnapununq made for the purpuse 0
(3) Number ol dwelling-houses found to be in a state so daugeruus or

injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation 1
(4) Number of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those referred to under thﬂ
preceding sub-head) found not to be in all respects reasonably

fit for human habitation 5

2. Remedy of Defects during the year without service of
Formal Nofices :

Number of defective dwelling-houses rendered fit in consequence of
informal action by the Local Authority or their officers 5

3.—Action under Statutory Powers during the year :

(1) Proceedings under Sections 9, 10, and 16 of the Housing Act, 1936 :
(i) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which N{:—tlLes were
served requiring repairs ... 3

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses which were rendered fit after ser-
vice of formal notices :(—
(a) By owners 3
() By Local .-’luthcnt} in default of owners ... i 0



(8) Proceedings under Public Health Acts :—
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(i) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which notices were served
requiring defects to be remedied

(ii) Number of dwelling-houses in which defects were remedied after
service of formal notice :(—

{a) By owners
{6) By Local Authority in l:'lf-fault of owners

(c) Proceedings under Sections 11 and 13 of the Housing Act, 1956 :—

(i) Number of dwelling-houses in respect of which Demolition Orders
were made .

{(ii) Number of dwelling-houses demolished in pursuance of Demolition
Orders

(D) Proceedings under Section 12 of the Housing Act, 1936 :—

(i) Number of separate tenements or underground rooms in respect of
which Closing Orders were determined, the tenement or rooms having
been rendered fit

4.—Housing Act, 1936, Part IV.,—Overcrowding :
{a) (i) Number of dwellings overcrowded at the end of the year
g y

(ii) Number of families dwelling therein..

(1ii) Number of persons dweliing therein
B) Number of new cases of overcrowding reported during the vear

£ reg = )
(c) (i) Number of cases of overcrowding relieved during the year
a g Y
(i1} Number of persons concerned in such cases ...

(D) Particulars of any cases in which dwelling-houses have again become
overcrowded after the Local Authority have taken steps for the
abatement of overcrowding

Total number of formal notices issued
Total number of informal notices issued
Number complied with
Total number of New Houses completed :—
(a) By Local Sanitary Authority
(&) By private enterprise
Number of plans—new houses, 4 ; alteration to dwelling houses, 10;
other buildings, 20 e
Visits to Bakehouses and Food Premnc-,
Number of notices re defects

Number of visits to Ice Cream premises
Visits to Cowsheds
Number of notices re defects

Visits to Dairies

Number of notices re defects
Visits to Slaughter-house
Number of notices re defects
Notices re removal of ashes

MNotices re removal of manure

o
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Notices re defective drains 5
Number of visiis in cases of Infectious Diseases s 12
Number of houses disinfected 4
Factories Act, 1937. Number of Factories and Workshops on Ledger 45
Inspections under Factories Act 10

Section E. Inspection and Supervision of Food.

Mk Supply.—1 again repeat the importance that milk vendors
should pay more attention to general cleanliness with regard to cow-
sheds and dairies. Several cowsheds in the area are not suitable and
are overcrowded. The floors are not uniformly cemented for cleansing
purposes. Ventilation and light are defective. Milk cows are not
groomed, and the teats and udders are not cleansed. Cows are not
examined for Tuberculosis—a very important factor if we are to prevent
the infection of children with this disease. I emphasise the importance
of milk vendors producing accredited milk. There are two vendors in
the area supplying T.T. milk. No samples of milk have been sent for
analysis by the Local Sanitary Authoritv. The .ounty uouncil have
undertaken this work for the Ministry of Health Freqbent samples
of milk are sent by the Local Authority for analysis, to ce tested for
cleanliness and keeping quality. These reports are very onfusing, as
samples from various farms vary from Categories A to C month by
month. I strongly recommend consumers to boil the milk until a
uniform standard of cleanliness is obtained.

Food and Drugs Act.—The Chief Constable for the County under-
takes this work.
Cattle Calves Sheep Pigs

Number of animals slaughtered during 1950 ...450 g9 39883 70
Number of animals examined during 1950 ...450 9 3833 70

Meat condemned as being unfit for human consumption :(—

| ; i
Tuberculosis. Other Causes.
arcases and

Port aronsan. Cattle |Sheep :Cattle Calves|Sheep | Pigs

2 1 11 1 19 5

Offal—due to Tuberculosis, approximately 153 Ibs.
Offal—due to Other Causes 5253 1bs.
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Food Condemned—
30 Tins Meat. 30 1bs. Fish.
e N . 40 1bs. Poultry.
100 ,, Vegetables and Fruit. 200 1bs.Meat & Offal (Frozen).
30 ,, Soup. 100 1bs. Sausages.

Water Supply—Number of visits to Reservoir and Waterworks, 50.
Number of water samples taken : Chemical, 1; Bacteriological, 50.

Satisfactory. Unsatisfactory.
19—Towyn Water Supply— 20 Nil
10—Aberdovey Water Supply... 10 1
20—Private Supplies i . | 8

Ice Cream— Provisional Grade: 1 2 3 4
Number of samples taken—14. . R AR

Adulferation of Food.—No action taken by the Local Authority.

Nutpition.—Children of school age and infants are in some instances
below the standard weight, indicating that the best kind of food is not
always available. Parents are often at fault in not encouraging more
consumption of milk. Advice is given in this subject at the Child
Welfare Clinics.

Bakeries.—'These are visited periodically. The premises are in some
instances unsatisfactory as regards ventilation and cleanliness.

Chemical and Bacteriological FExamination of Food. —Nil.

Shell Fish.—There are shell fish beds at Aberdovey. During the
vear 89 cwts. were sent away for consumption. The layings are not
liable to pollution. No action was taken under the Public Health

(Shell Fish) Regulations, 1934, or the Public Health Act, 1932,

(i) Shell fish taken from layings in the district are sent to Birming-
ham and Midlands.

(ii) The layings are situated in the Dovey Estuary, in the sand.

Section F. Prevalence of and Control over Infectious
and other Diseases.

J"ﬁ"u-fiﬁu-‘f'fe Infectious Diseases.—There was no case of Diphtheria
during the year. Action has been taken to provide artificial immuni-
sation against Diphtheria.






