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ST. ASAPH RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
Annual Report of the Medical Officer of Health for 1957

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen.

I beg to submit for your consideration my Annual Report for
1957 completed in accordance with Circular 1/1958 Wales.

The year 1957 climatically was not of the best, and once more
we had rather a wet summer. This year, with our water supply now
assured, we had no need or indeed use for the rain.

Infectious disease cases notified during the year totalled 97, the
increase on 1956 of 42 being mainly due to the fact that there were
47 cases of measles during the year.

Two cases of Poliomyelitis were notified during the year. Once
more no Diphtheria case occurred in the district during the year.

The General Health Statistics were once again in the main satis-
factory, the only disappointing feature being the fact that six infant
deaths occurred during the year.

152 births were credited to the Rural District during the year, a
decrease of two on 1956. This gave the district a crude Birth Rate
of 13.8 births per 1,000 of the population and a comparative Birth
Rate for 1957 of 16.9 births per 1,000 of the population. This
latter figure is for comparison purposes with the National Rate of
16.1 births per 1,000 of the population. The need for a comparative
figure is due to the great excess of males in the district.

109 deaths were debited to the Rural District during 1957. giving
us a Death Rate of 9.8 deaths per 1,000 of the population. Correc-
ted for comparative purposes. it was 9.7 deaths per 1,000 of the
population as compared with the National Rate of 11.5 deaths per
1,000 of the population.

The six infant deaths gave the district an Infant Mortality Rate
of 39.5 deaths per 1.000 live births, which compares not too well
with the National Rate of 23.0 deaths per 1,000 live births.

However, we in the Rural District are dealing with small totals.
and indeed one actual infant death represents 6.6 deaths per 1,000
live births. Over the last nine years our experience has been con-
siderably better than the national one. An infant death is the
death of a child in its first year of life.

The district’s Cancer death rate at 2.17 deaths per 1,000 of the
population is a little above the National Rate of 2.09 deaths per

1.000 of the population, and for the second year we have had no
deaths attributable to Tuberculosis.



During 1957 the Rural District had another visit from the Mass
Radiography Unit of the Welsh Regional Hospital Board. Their
plant was at St. Asaph for three days. and three hundred and
ninety-six persons availed themselves of the facilities offered. While
eleven persons were found to have some chest abnormality. only
one person was found to require further treatment.

During the year no Council Houses were completed. and 21
Private Houses were completed. In 1957 also the Council put
forward to the Ministry of Housing its Slum Clearance programme
for the next five years. The survey indicated that there were some
119 houses which required to be demolished. and. indeed. four
clearance areas have been confirmed by the Ministry and 12 houses
are to be demolished.

Apart from minor teething troubles. the Council’s new water
scheme has fulfilled its purpose admirably, and the water shortage
in the parishes of Cwm. Bodfari, Dymeirchion and Waen is a thing
of the past.

In conclusion, I should like to tender my thanks to the Clerk.
the Sanitary Surveyor, the Chief Financial Officer and the Public
Health Inspector. together with other Council officials for their
co-operation and ready assistance during the year.

I remain,
Your obedient Servant.
R. RHYDWEN.
Medical Officer of Health.

GENERAL STATISTICS

Area (Land and Thland Water) ¥ .. i e tanrisanssanstoniens 22,300 acres
Population at 1951 Census . .c..ooiiiindloisiiaidd bl it St SRS
Population Registrar General’s Estimate Mid-1957 ..... it 11.020
Number of inhabited houses according to the Rate Book ......... 2,798
Rateable //"Walme. uiiid ot ciedite sois beabsbbaibl il 0 8, AL TG £89.953
Product of Penmy. BAIe ; o.c.iii ot binaboturmons - rirtiai b £355 17 9
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HEALTH SERVICES IN THE AREA IN 1957

Water

The distribution of water in the Rural District is now as follows:
BODELWYDDAN, RHUDDLAN and ST. ASAPH are supplied
by the Rhyl Urban District Council’'s Water Undertaking.

DYSERTH: The greater part of the parish is supplied by the
Prestatyn Urban District Council’s Water Undertaking.

BRYNIAU, Dyserth, is supplied from the mains of the Holywell
Rural District Council’s Water Undertaking. as it is a high level
area.

BODFARI. CWM, TREMEIRCHION, RHUALLT and WAEN
are now supplied with water by the St. Asaph Rural District Coun-

cil’s new water mains, the water supplied coming from the Rhyl
mains. This means that now the whole of the Rural District has

- an adequate and safe water supply.

Properties supplied with water by the Council’s undertaking:—

Total No. of Number supplied with water
Houses. (a) into Houses. (b) Stand Pipes.
Cwm D T e 131 127 5
Bodtar ool 125 113 2
Dymeirchion ......... 189 , 140 10
VBN e wiiinaind 83 83 Nil

Drainage and Sewerage

St. Asaph, Rhuddlan, Dyserth and Bodelwyddan have satisfactory
Sewage Disposal Systems and during the year the new Sewage
Disposal Works and sewer at Rhuddlan was completed. Apart from
small septic tank systems attached to individual groups of Council
houses, the remainder of the district has no sewage disposal system.

Slum Clearance

1957 saw the start of the Council’s Slum Clearance Programme.
Four Clearance Areas were made and confirmed by the Ministry
of Housing during the year.

They were Area No. 11, which was comprised of 7-8 and 9
Chester Terrace, Chester House and Northgate House. St. Asaph.

Area No. 12, which comprised Pen-y-Clinc Cottage. Merllyn
Cottage and Chester Villa, St. Asaph.

Area No. 13, which comprised Nos. 3. 5 and 6 Gemig Street.
St. Asaph. and

Area No. 14. which comprised Nos. 1 and 2 George’s Yard. St.
Asaph.

At the time of writing this report, Areas 11 and 12 have been

cleared and all the inhabitants of the four Clearance Areas have
been rehoused.



Camping Sites =
The Maesgwilym Camp, the Pleasant View Camp and the Valc 0f£
Clwyd Holiday Camp. Rhuddlan. are licensed for the Summer
months only. In addition a strip of land at Cwybr Fawr Farm has
been licensed for a number of caravans, as decided by the Council.

to be sited on it during the summer.
The water supply to these camps is satisfactory. as are the general
standards of hygiene maintained at the Camps.

Rivers and Streams
No pollution of rivers and streams was reported in 1957.

Closet Accommodation

In the areas supplied with sewers. very few privies remain. In
the remainder of the district 109 of the houses have privies with
fixed receptacles and 909 privies with movable receptacles. The
Council have arrangements for the removal of the night soil in

certain areas.

Public Cleansing

Refuse is removed from all parishes in the Rural District by the
Council’s Refuse Lorries.

Shops and Offices

No action was required in respect of shops and offices during the
year,

Eradication of Bed Bugs
No action was required during 1957.

Schools

- No closure due to outbreaks of infectious disease was required
during 1957.

Diphtheria Immunisation and Vaccination

102 children under 15 years of age were immunised against
Diphtheria during the year; a further 85 children received a
reinforcing (boosting) dose.

92 children under the age of one year, three children aged one
year, six children aged between two and four years, and five children
aged five to fourteen years. together with thirteen persons aged
fifteen years and upwards. were vaccinated against smallpox. In
addition. a further seventy-four persons were revaccinated against
the discase.



Venereal Diseases

Treatment is available at the following Clinics:—

Wrexham and East Denbighshire War Memorial Hospital:-
Males: Monday, 5—7 p.m., and Wednesday. 4—6 p.m.
Females: Friday, 5—7 p.m.

Chester Royal Infirmary:—
Males: Wednesday, 5—7 p.m., Saturday, 11 a.m.—1 p.m.
Females: Monday. 5—7 p.m., Thursday. 5—7 p.m.

St. Asaph Hospital:—
Males and Females. 5.30—7 p.m.

The treatment is confidential, free and inclusive of travelling

£Xpenses.

Tuberculosis

The Welsh Regional Board has a Chest Clinic at the Royal
Alexandra Hospital. Rhyl, for the treatment and investigation of
cases or suspected cases of Tuberculosis. The Clinic is held on
Fridav mornings for new cases and on Friday afternoon, 2.30 p.m.—
4.30 p.m.. for Pneumo thorax treatment. :

The nearest Sanatoria are at Llangwyfan and Pen-y-Ffordd.

Maternitv and Child Welfare Clinics

The Flintshire County Council holds Maternity and Child
Welfare Clinics at St. Asaph (Thursday p.m.). Rhyl (Wednesday
p.m.) and Kinmel Camp, Bodelwyddan (Thursday p.m.).

Smallpox _

In the event of an outbreak of Smallpox, provision can be made
for the isolation and treatment of cases by arrangement with the
Flintshire County Council and the Welsh Regional Board.

Disinfection

The disinfection of large articles such as bedding can be carried
out through arrangements made by the Sanitary Surveyor with the
Rhyl Urban District Council.

Laboratory Facilities

These are provided by the Public Health Laboratory. Conway.
National Assistant Act, 1948, Section 47

No action was required to be taken under this Section of the
Act during 1957.
Housing

During 1957 the following numbers of Houses were completed
and occupied:—

For the Local Private

Authority. Houses.

Bodelwoaddan 171 . 8. Lol b it cieisilss — 5
Ly e TR T S e DT - 2
LR L T R S VUL R - 6
SEREIENRILE. el LA - TG BT e - 8
Total — 21

|



Vital Statistics

(a) BIRTH RATE. The total number of births credited to the
District by the Registrar General in 1957 was 152, of which 80 were
males and 72 girls. Five children were illegitimate, two being males
and three being females.

The birth rate was 13.8 births per 1.000 of the population, and
corrected for comparison with the National rate of 16.1 births per
1.000 of the population was 16.9 births per 1.000 of the population.
No still-births were registered during the year.

(b) DEATH RATE. The total number of deaths credited to the
area. after allowing for inward and outward transfers, was 108, of
which 61 were males and 47 were females.

Our Death Rate was 9.8 deaths per 1,000 of the population; for
comparative purposes, 9.7 deaths per 1.000 of the population as
compared with the National rate of 11.5 deaths per 1.000 of the
population. '

(c) INFANT MORTALITY. There were six infant deaths
during the year, giving the district an Infant mortality rate of 39.5
deaths per 1.000 live births. The National rate was 23 deaths per
1.000 live births.

(d) INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 97 cases of Infectious Disease
were notified during 1957. These were comprised of:—

SCATIEL PRVEE . orncinsnssnsonanmnns nuss s mak e s ok SR 3 cases
Whooping Couglt  cua./iviisssissibiss B Fistietiath ot st nss roba St bkt 17 cases
MEABEES  1oicivisovidiis fnne e kb o st PELas s oot SR e s BAEEC) 47 cases
POCIIMONER 55, o aii e s i b s s vos sh i Fs o s iah s s G v LR vi s e IR 20 cases
Anterior PolomWelitis ........ccoiceceviinsranisossistasssbssnsssivabins 2 cases
PHETDETR] PYIORIA © . .0oihnns ol b o dvanh van s s imy ok o B eburn S 4 cases
TUDSTCHIOBE  -...ili..einscimsnsstsvady fagihs dushsise o i s e . 4 cases

(¢) ZYMOTIC MORTALITY. One death was attributed to
Influenza. and two to Pneumonia.

(f and g TUBERCULOSIS MORTALITY. No deaths were
attributed to any form of Tuberculosis.
Cases on the Tuberculosis Register:—

December 31st, 1956. Pulmonary 75. Non-Pulmonary 18.
December 31st, 1957. Pulmonary 76. Non-Pulmonary 19.

(1) HEART DISEASE. There were 18 male deaths and 15 female
deaths attributable to heart disease, being a total of 33 deaths.

(k) INTRACRANIAL VASCULAR . LESIONS. There were
20 deaths from this cause. 9 of them being deaths of males and
11 of them being deaths of females.

6
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() CANCER. 24 deaths were attributed to Cancer. 14 being
deaths of males and 10 being deaths of females.

The Cancer Mortality Rate for the Rural District was 2.17 deaths
per 1.000 of the population as compared with the National rate of
2.09 deaths per 1.000 of the population. Our rate for Cancer of
the Lung is .36 deaths per 1.000 of the population as compared with
the National rate of .426 deaths per 1.000 of the population.

TABLE 2
Cause of Death. Male. Female.
10. Malignant Neoplasm Stomach. ..........cocvviviniinine. 2 1
11. Malignant Neoplasm Lung, Bronchus .................. 4 0
12. Malignant Neoplasm Breast ...........ccccocviiiviiiaannn.. 0 1
13. Malignant Neoplasm Uterus ..........icocvieiiseiirannies 0 2
14. Other Malignant and Lymphatic Neoplasms ........ AT 6
IS Leucaemia. AleucEeIA ili.....c..ciieddibesdintinmnis 1 0
- 17. Vascular Lesions of Nervous System ................... & 28 11
18. Coronary Disease, ADBIDA  ......cccicrnivarsnnsnsnrossaness 13 6
19. Hypertension with Heart Disease ........................ 1 3
2 Other Heart Disease .........cciiciveis sssvmavais sndvadassssss 4 6
21. Other Circulatory DISEASE .........cocevsrereiinsnnseenssess 1 2
2o ) o e e SRR R RS RS FEYE PR T S e Lo I 0
PG AT T e GO - TR, S A S e 2 1
S T e e R U SR TR e e DO L T Er s RO T SO 2 0
25. Other Diseases of the Respiratory System ............ 1 0
26. Ulcer of Stomach and Duodenum ........................ 2 0
28. Nephritis and Nephrosis ..........c.cccciiieirmneiiraronen, 3 0
29. Hyperplasis of Prostife ...............iciciiciiinsnds 1 0
32. Other defined and Ill-defined Diseases .................. = 6
3. Motor Vehicle Aecidents . ii...ci . dosithtve simin sssigs s omins 1 0
34 AT Ohier Aecidents ... i e s 2 3
Total 61 48

L |



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR
for the Year 1957
GENERAL INFORMATION

Water Supplies

The new water scheme was completely opened during the year,
all parts of the district now having a piped supply.

The great majority of property-owners took advantage of the
availability of the water and had their premises connected.

There remains one of two pockets where the existing mains are
corroded or overloaded. and here the supply is sometimes inter-
mittent. The only real remedy for these areas is for the old mains
to be relaid. as and when possible.

Housing
Further progress was made during the year in dealing with the
Council’s slum clearance programme. Four clearance areas com-
prising 12 dwellings were included in a Clearance Order confirmed
by the Minister.
: No. of dwellings represented as being unfit for human
BADILAtION L. ., .cieopnimuitsns sas s i arloe s P 19

No. of dwellings included in Clearance Areas and made
subject to a Clearance Onder ...l e e i sepsnsring 12

No. of dwellings in respect of which Demolition Orders
WEre p MAde ...io.c.i: et b sotbrs sl colup b 3

No. of dwellings in respect of which Closing Orders

were made 3
No. of dwellings in respect of which proposals lfor Te- -

conditioning to a standard fit for human habitation

WETE: HCCETIBA  ...oiiiees e ersesirsnnmsn s ainhiasviws sxsnseas SR

Housing Acts, 1949 and 1954

Applications for Improvement Grants were made in respect of
19 dwellings during the year. One application was refused. all the
other applications were approved for grant purposes.

Camping

One new application for a licence to use a site for camping was
received during the year; a licence to station 14 caravans on the
site was granted. An existing camp site was improved during the
vear by the erection of two permanent sanitary blocks and the
construction of roads.



Factories and Workshops

A factory for Messrs. Chance-Pilkington. Ltd.. for the manu-
facture of optical glass was completed and came into production
during the year. The number -of persons now employed there is
approximately 450. Building also commenced on a factory for
Messrs. F. Coupe & Son. Ltd., for the manufacture of baby linen.

Infectious Diseases

Number of cases inquired into, including Scabies ..................... 3

Number of Houses Disinfected  .........ccccoieieenieiniiniiionnnnarannnna, 3
Dwellings

Number made fit for habitation / ..........iiiiininme i 6

Number of Cases of Overcrowding .........c.ccoivieiiieniiiiiinennsinies —

Drainage, etc.

Momber. 1a1d oF. ze-laid. . ... S aer s sl L b sl o 3 84

Number of choked and defective drains  ..........cooviiiiiiiiiiiinnn, 35

INumber of WNew Water ClOSEIE . voitvrsmsssmtammdbnsnressnnssbmssnassniss e 38

Number of repairs to Water Closets ............iceviieveeiiinasiinnnn., 10

INumber of new Privies and AShpits ..........ccoescmrvaersnsnresgnssnnces -

Number of Privies converted into W.C.s8  ovoviiniieiiniiiiasimesainets 16
Scavenging

Number of Pail Closets emptied ............c.coiiiiniiviiiimiiiaicie.. 1040

Number. of Ashbins emptied, .:ccoon v comn i i iaidedise e 36646

ey ol 10aHs Of PETIISE it e s b s b s v o S 1120

NUmGber of Tons of RefiSe ... . oo iiiieiisesivesressssesivessrenes. 3360
Refuse :

Number of accumulations remoVed  .....cooceeoeeioorereeeeeserssersesss -

Number of notices in respect of new Bins 2
Water

Number of new connections made (all purposes) ........c.covvvienens 58

Number of repairs, Ongs, efc.  .....ooocivinealiin it i anl 260
Offensive Trades

RUmPET of KEnacker's Yands i it dadmssimmio ds 1
Slaughter of Animals Acts, 1933 to 1954

Number of Licences to Slaughter issued .............ccocoiininnenn. 6

Prevention of Damage by Pests Act, 1949

During the year the Council decided to re-organise their rodent
control service. An agreement was reached with two neighbouring
authorities to share the services of their rodent operator. The

9



operator has a van to carry his equipment and this will enable
proper treatment and inspection of farms to be carried out in
future.

Number of business premises inspected ...l 122
Number of business premises found infested ...............cocooiniis 5
Council properties IDSpected . i:.icvicucinicdessmsuntossbssusnssnns dhassine 6
Counctl properties: treated  .........eeecssssiininsscisssbiossaknsnidamtesites 4

Food Premises

As the result of inspections made during the year, several food
premises were found to be below the required standards of the
Food Hygiene Regulations, 1955. Notices were served on the
owners concerned in order to bring their premises up to the standard
required by the Regulations, and in the majority of cases this has
been done. Two school canteens were found to be below the
required standard, and the attention of the Education Authority
was drawn thereto.

No. of Cafes and Hotels in the district ........coociiierncvoesnssssssses 30

No. of Licensed PremiBes ......isesssessssssiasks daess dhissdysstas s 28
Mool Groter's SROPE i s RSN i 35
No. of Greengrocer’s Shops including nurseries ..................... 15
No. of Bulcher’s Shops ...........iisviss et edes iahs SEaReEge 1 lan 08 7
No: of Bakehouses ......c.ooveessecssnsinitnsdoshissssssaabadis szt it CEEE 7
No. of Sweet Confectionery SHOPS .......cccoviiiiiririresasransusensnss 14
No. of Fishmonger's Shops .......ceociiveivrrsivessessssvsrsarssdnndonsinadves 3
No. .of Fried Figh SHODE - ....co.ooceirsnssss ssenionsgussssbmnsmstss St 4
No. of School Canfeens ..........sicvaseesiossonssanss ssussnnrinnsinsssiEi 11
No. of registered food premises in the district ...........ccccocene.... 43
Neo. of inspections made .......ciciisisefiidiinssadinesirnssatsssdinsron e 110

All the butchers’ shops are registered for the manufacture of
sausages.

Ice Cream
No, of premises registered for the manufacture of ice cream ... |
No. of premises registered for the sale of ice cream .................. 40
No. of new regisirations’ ... ... T e 6
No, of samples 1AKeN  ....coverevessniins sesssasennanssvsnsusiscessens i 21
Samples In CAIEEOTY 1 ..civivoriioimmsinsrsnsaisrssapsusns st n T 15
Samples in Category 2 .......... s R i Tt s s e e b e R 2
Samples In Category 3 .. ...iciciiaiiimaeiassssntunrssnsaapsnsatriats st 2
Samples in CAIEEOTY 4  1..cvvcivienmsnms st sis sooid bbb dIon taot s bl T 2

D -
No. of desler’s leemmad: . R e e T 22
No. of dealer’s premises in the district ..................... SEREELL Y 20
No. of dealer’s premises InSpeCtea .......... o ieiiisaiaavtesnstnisnts 35

Abatement of Nuisances : .
Number of Preliminary Notices seérved ..........cccovvviiiinnneinennins 15
Number of Preliminary Notices complied with ..............covvivvnn. - 13
Number of Abatement Notices served ....................... SRTVCE it d
Number of Abatement- Notices complied with ................... 2
NumBer Of "ProsCUIONE ... iviosvevinissrsssionsnsanoanastinunsdi-siats Nil



)

Food Inspection

During the year 8.326 animals were slaughtered, an increase of
1.500 over the number of animals slaughtered in 1956.

There were 3 cases of Cysticercus Bovis detected on inspection:
the carcases of the infected animals were refrigerated for 21 days
before release for human consumption.

The total weight of meat condemned as unfit for human con-

sumption was 1 ton 14 cwts, 3 qrs. 10 lbs.

The following table

gives details of the post-mortem inspection of all animals at the

slaughterhouses.

CARCASES AND OFFAL INSPECTED AND CONDEMNED

FOR THE YEAR 1957

Number killed
Number inspected

All Diseases except Tuberculosis
and Cysticerci

Whole carcases condemned ......
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned .........
Percentage of the number inspec-
ted affected with disease other
than tuberculosis and cysticerci

Tuberculosis only

Whole carcases condemned ......
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned .........
Percentage of the number inspec-
ted affected with tuberculosis.

Cysticercosis

Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned .

Carcases submitted to treatment
by refrigeration el

Generalised and tnta]ly “con-
demned

Food and Drugs

No. of

Article. Samples taken.
L] S A e S 12
Dairy Products ...... 3
Ice Cream and lollies 2
Confectionery ......... 3
Miscellaneous

products .......... 4

Cattle Sheep
excluding and
Cows., Cows. Calves, Lambs. Pigs. Horses,
528 13 27 T165 593 —
528 13 27 T1aS 593 —
1 | — 26 3 —
149 9 1 234 25 —
28.49% 76.9% 3.7% 3.6% 47% —
s 1 AN ah e il
6 —_ — — 11 —
1.1 7.6% — — 1.8% —
2 1 — — — —
2 1 —_ — — —-
Not genuine or
Genuine. below standard.
12 —

11

O W



Patent Medicines 3
Alcoholic Drinks 3
Sausages ............... 4

34

2
N
[||r||

All samples taken were found to be satisfactory.

Details of Food certified as unfit for Human Consumption

Description.

Corned Beef (Argentine)

...............

Pork Luncheon Meat (Poland) ......

Peachis: (o, ot 1N

Apples (New Zealand)
Cooked Ham (Germany)
Cauliflower

Pork Shoulder (Holland)
Cooked Ham (Holland)
Brown Ale

Guiness

Stout

Light Ale ......c..

Best Mild

BIter
Baby 'Cham o.aii..
Soda.  Water .........iees
Orange Crush ...........
Lime Cordial ...........
Cder e anr i s e
Dry Ginger Ale ...........
Lemonade ........cccivnniee

Orangeade ........coeeuen -

Non-Alcoholic Shandy

................

----------------

----------------

................

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

................

----------------

||||||||||||||||

---------------

Number. Weight Ibs..
1 Tin 6
2 Tins 11
4 Boxes
9 Boxes
3 Tins 36
6 Crates
2 Tins 18
2 Tins 30

10 Dozen Bottles

12 Dozen Bottles

12 dozen Bottles

2 Dozen Bottles

5 Firkins 7 Gallons
1 Firkin 3 Gallons
4 Dozen Bottles

1 Syphon

2 Bottles

2 Bottles

6 Flagons 34 Half Bottles.
2 Dozen Bottles

22 Bottles

2 Dozen Bottles

2 Dozen Bottles.
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