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RUTHIN RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL O

To the Chairman and Members of the Ruthin Rural
_ District Council.
Gentlemen,
; I_hm-'u the ‘honour to submit my Annual Report upon the
Hanitary condition of the District, with various statistics, for
for the year ended 31st December 1950,

Area (ihacres) s nent wie e et oot 101,032
Estimated Population «iv..coviviieninannns 9,302
Rateable Malne  .coveeas ettt et £42,642
sum represented by penny rate ...... £177

LLIVE BIRTHS

The total number of births was 170, being 80 males and Qo
females, 7 males and 6 females being illegitimate. Birth rate per
1,000 of estimated population being 18.27 as compared with
15.79 for the previous year, and 15.8 for England and Wales
for the present vear.

STILI, BIRTHS

The total number of still births was 4, being 2 males and
2 females. Rate per 1,000 total births equals 23 and o.42 per
thousand population, as compared with the rate of 34 and 0.53
respectively for the previous year, and o0.37 for England and
Wales for the present year.

DEATHS

During the past yvear there were 116 deaths registered, these
being 67 males and 49 females, equal to a death rate per 1,000
of estimated population of 12.4, as compared with 14.2 for the
previous year and 11.6 for England and Wales for the present
year.

The deaths included a comparatively high percentage of elderly
persons, 54 of whom died having an average age at death of
-5 vears. Twenty were over So and siX over go years,

Death rate of Infants under one vear of age : —
All Infants per 1,000 live births i e IT
Legitimate Infants per 1,000 live births 11
Illegitimate Infants per 1,000 live births Nil
Deaths from Measles (all ages) ............ Nil
Deaths from Whooping Cough (all ages) Nil
Deaths from Diarrhoea (under 2 years)... Nil g
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CANCER

The number of deaths from the above disease is the lowest
recorded in this District. Fourteen deaths, being 7 males and
7 females, were attributed to the disease, as compared with
twenty-three for the previous year. The rate is equivalent to
1.4 per 1,000 of the population, and at the rate of 120 per
1,000 deaths registered, as compared with 2.4 and 172 respectively
for the previous year,

TUBERCULOSIS

(New Cases and Mortality during 1950)

NEW CASES. DEATHS.
Non- Non-
Respira- Respira- Respira- Respira-
Age Periods. tory. tory. tory. tory.
PETTT CT T —_-_.-IE ? “_Z".-I | ]*'.‘". g9 M F M F_._
B T e e e b e TR R e 1 (e O O 1A | 0O 0
Ry ST R e 0 e e 2 ! s fni o 0
§==T0 sueevssarivaaaunns 0 0 [ P 0 O
TO==T5 cevevesceranans anima Gl I B o 0 XN
T§5—20  envemenaranaanes 2 ) (o R 0O 0 0O o
2025  ceesassarieaniaaes i 0 oy P L |
) s I - e IR, 0y o L5 R o 0
=48  creresssnrssaaens I O 9 I @ FR O 0O
J5—55 cereeeeraneens T o ) o 1 R o 0O
g ﬁ_ﬁ_q .................. o O a o0 o L 0 0
65 and upwards ...... G 0o o I40 8, .0
Matals icinns AT e P, B o T . 2yl 0o o

The number of cases notified during the year was fourteen,
heing 4 males and 7 females respiratory, and 2 males and 1
female non-respiratory. This rate is equal to 1.5 per 1,000 of
the population.

The number of cases notified during each of the two preceding
yoars was 13.

In view of the present modern methods of diagnosing cases in
the early stages, the number is comparatively satisfactory, and
one is justified in anticipating a gradual decrease, and particu-
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larly when Institutional accommodation will be more available
than at present in order to avoid the existing long waiting lists.

COnly three deaths were attributed to Tuberculosis, these being
2 males and 1 female, all heing respiratory. The rate per 1,000
deaths registered is 25, and equal to a rate per 1,000 of the
population of o.42, as compared with the rates of 37 and o.53
respectively for the previous wvear. The rate for England and
Wales for the present year is 0.36 and for the previous year 0.45.

Definite progress has been made within recent years in the
Medical and Surgical treatment of this important disease, which
undoubtedly saves many lives every vear, and I feel convinced
that we are justified in assuming that before very long a remedy
for eliminating this disease will be discovered, as has been done
in many other conditions of illness.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

The incidence of notifiable diseases (with the exception of
Measles) has again this year been comparatively low.

The undermentioned cases were notified : —

Scarlet Fever ....... ot o P ey o 23
Food P{jiﬁ.gning ............................. SRl 2
Er}rgipelag ..... e e e e s L 0
DAl h ko nnh L T P gt T S st e e e B 10
O LR e et sael oo ik o s BT o d e 10
B e o it (Rl ) 07
15000 17 16 o s e S e SRR e e T 0

SCARLET FEVER—

Twenty-three cases of this discase occurred during the year,
all the cases were of a very mild character, mostly sporadic,
occurring in different localities and at different times of the vear

Five occurred in January, thres of which contracted the illness
from cases in an adjoining district. Seven in October, the majority
of which were in Clawddnewydd and Llanfair localities. Four
in December occurred in a large Children's School.

Foop PorsoNninGg—

Three cases were notified in September. Specimens of facces
and also of articles of food which had been partaken by all of
the affected persons were sent away for Bacteriological examina-
tion, the result of all being ‘‘no pathological organism found.”’
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MEASLES—

Sixty-seven cases were notified. The district was almost entirely
free from the disease during the first six months of the year,
as practically all the cases occurred during the last six months,
and they occurred in different localities throughout the district.

DIPHTHERIA PROPHVYLAXIS

Again this year not a single case of Diphtheria occurred i
the district, which is entirely attributable to the wvery high
efficiency of Immunisation against the disease. It emphasises
the great importance of continuing the prophylaxis without
relaxation, and the necessity on the part of parents and all who
are in charge of children to see that every child without exception
is immunised,

Number of Children Immunised against Diphtheria : —

TIRAET & FEATE sl il taacu s s S e MR 63
Between 5§ and 15 Years ...--docacoaiaaacsl Nil
Repeat doses 5—1I5 Vears .....ocoecviennnns 130

Percentage of Immunisations, December 1950 : —
Under- § years -..oocooiecinisssisaianmmisatoe. -8.6
Between § and I5 YVears ...ooieessrsesssnaes 8.4

The Health of the District, apart’from the mild epidemic of
Mecasles and Scarlet Fever, has been comparatively very satis-
factory during the year.

The new Health Service which was introduced in July 1048
has undoubtedly proved an inestimable benefit to the health of
the general public, as it has made available to all persons the
most effective remedies and treatment, irrespective of cost, also
it has made it possible for all to consult their Doctors in the
carly stage of illness, which previously many refrained from doing
owing to financial reasons.

GENERAL PROVISIONS OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR T'HE AREA

Public Health Officers.
Laboratory Facilities.
Ambulance Facilities.

Clinic and Treatment Centres.
Hospitals.

Tuberculosis.

Venereal Diseases.

Maternity and Nursing.
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The matter of transferring the Ruthin Hospital into a General
Practitioners Hospital i1s now under consideration, and it is
hoped this will soon be accomplished, as it will undoubtedly prove
of great benefit both to the inhabitants and the Doctors in the

area.
SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE AREA

Liaxpyryoc Mirk FACTORY.

Strong and frequent complaints were received during the year,
particularly from the inhabitants of houses which are only a
short distance away, concerning the very obnoxious smell which
arises from the above Factory.

A Public Enquiry respecting the complaint was held during
the early part of the vear, when the existing unsatisfactory con-
ditions were fully mvestigated. As the result of this, schemes
for remedying the condition were considered carefully and at
length, and T am pleased to report that now a satisfactory scheme
has been decided upon, and that a Tender has been accepted by
the Council for the portion of the scheme which it is liable for,
subject to the approval of the Welsh Board of Health.

DEWAGE DISPOSAL.

Further progress has been made in the preparation of modern
schemes of sewage disposal for nearly all the villages in the
district. Public Inquiries were held into the subject matter of
the schemes for Rhewl, Rhos and Gellifor, Llanarmon and
Erryrys, and it is hoped that a start will be made on these
schemes during 1951.

A number of schemes have been submitted to the Welsh Board
of Health, and approvals are awaited.

WATER SUPPLY.

During the year four new schemes of water supply were com-

menced as under : —

(1) Construction of a new reinforced concrete service reservoir
of 200,000 gallons capacity at Cricor, together with the instal-
lation of an additional filter.

(2) The laying of new 4” and 3” mains to Graigfechan, Llanfair

s,

(3) The laying of new 4” and 3” mains to farm areas east of
Llanfair Village.

The above schemes will be completed in 1951 and a start will
then be made on laying new mains to Nantglyn, and to farm
areas in the Clocaenog and Derwen Parishes.
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Progress is developing satisfactorily in the preparation of
schemes for improving supplies in the Llanferres, Llanarmon,
Llandegla and Bryneglwys Parishes, and in the Llanrhaiadr,
Gyfivlliog and Aberwheeler Parishes.

During the vear 32 additional properties, dwelling houses and
farm were connected to the Council’s mains, as well as five
cattle troughs in fields. These are in addition to supplies to new
Council Houses which have been erected during the year.

RIVERS AND STREAMS.

Apart from the pollution of the stream at Llandyrnog, no
complaints regarding pollution of other streams in the district
were received.

DRAINS AND SEWERAGE,

Twenty-three cases of defective drainage were dealt with, and
in seven cases new drains were laid,

CLosSET ACCOMMODATION.

During the vear twelve new water closets were provided for
existing premises. The difficulty in obtaining materials and skilled
labour to carry out the work militated against greater improve-
ment,

SCAVENGING.

The Council’s scheme for the removal of refuse continues to
function well. A fortnightly collection has been arranged for
all districts, and all complaints were investigated and promptly
dealt with.

Following inspections carried out during the year
6 nuisances existed.
6 were remedied.

CLASSIFICATION OF VISITS.

Visits in respect of nuisance abatement ........... . IDY
Visits in respect of drainage work «..cccooiereviimnass 334
Visits in respect of water supplies -....ccocovvvnienniss 17
Visits to Bakehouses «..ovvivinses
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Visits to Slaughterhouses (apart from meat inspec-

ti(}n} ...................................................... 0
Visits to 'Cowsheds and Dairies ...-..-.cc..oiiiinn, 4
Visits for food inspection ...........coocivniiiiiiiiinn, 44
Visits to investigate infectious disease (including

B e s i e
Be-wisits and diSmEection - st o e s e e 30
Visits to Factories and Workshops .....occconnennn. 34

CLASSIFICATION OF DEFECTS FOUND.

Overcrowded and Dirty Houses ......ccccovinaeiinnnn. I2
Defective SIrictures . - cco-ci oo ronn R e . 5
W.C. Fittings -...- e R e e e s 25
eI ITE S R e e s s 2%
e T e = B o B o s R S -y R T C 23
Defective Roofs and Sponting  ......oovnviiiinnnnnnn. 11
LTI g Tl H T e S e I3
‘Defective Water Supplies -....oooooniniiii. . =
PR L e ok, St o Sl 8 iy 7 i ol 10
Number of Premises disinfected .............. I5
HousinG.
Number erected during the year ....ovooovvviiinnni,.n. 41
L i RS M s 11 M - ot P e A L el B 0

Forty-one new houses were erected during the year, 32 of
these being built by the Council and g by private enterprise.
Progress was mads on other sites, and it is hoped that next year
will see a far larger number of houses completed. There is still
a shortage of houses in several localities.

INSPECTION OF DWELLINGS DURING THE YEAR.

i otal member INSHEEEA. o -iro s vrmnee s e s 141
Total number fit (included in Sub-head above) ... 103

Total number unfit (included in Sub-head above) 11
Total number found not to be i all respects fit
T e R re 3 o e N e e 2=

REMEDY OF DEFECTS.

Number of dwellings rendered fit in conseguence
of informal action by the I.ocal Authority or
their Officers .-....- e oty il e R 17
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Foobn.

The following articles of food were condemned during the
vear, being unfit for human consumption.

g% 1bs. Ham.

44 1bs. of Bacon.

56 1bs. of Butter.

165 Tins of Springtime Full Cream Milk. .

13 Tins of Zwanenburg’s Dutch Luncheon Meat,
11 Tins of Hure D’amour Pork Brawn.

o Tins of Casegrain Luncheon Meat.

7 Tins of Fessa Brand Meat and Gravy,

15 Tins of E. Noakes Ham and Veal Loaf,

¥ 1 gallon Tin of Smedleyvs Purple Egg Plums.
% 16 oz..Tins of Libys Evaporated Milk.

Tin of Batchelor Beans.

X 1 lb. 3 oz. Tin of Batchelor Peas.

X 15 oz. Tins of Zwanenburgs Peas.

¥ 3 lb, g oz. Tin of Olida Luncheon Meat,.
Tin of Craft Peas,

* 1 1b. Tins. of Calindus Processed Peas.

% 2 pint Tins of Libys Homogenized Evaporatea Milk,
104 oz. Tin of Glen Marmalade Pudding.

1 Ib. Tins of Glenryvck Pilchards.

1 1b. 3 oz. Tin of Hillhall Rhubarb.

15 oz. T'in of Globe Sliced Carrots.

43 oz. Tins of Sardines in Edible Oil.

1lb. 14 oz. Tin of Ocnay Peaches.

Jar of Raspberry Jam.

X 0%, 31 Tin of Suppremo American Sardines.
X 5 lb. 2 oz. Genoa Slab Cake.

Tin of Golden Vein Full Cream Milk.

¥ 1 1h. Tin of P.D.F. Christmas Pudding.

% 14 oz. Tin of Cornish Pilchards.

i L |
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FACcTORY AND WOREKSHOP ACTS.

=

(GATAEES  w<samiebincmscanbionasipyesion: (ans
Flente Mills il « Lot seadonmte s W mmnse
Electric Light Works ...... AT
ST o s sbsin wiins mocs s SRR 3
BalrE RDTREE L oo snomninsnemaslmes s bl !
Building Trades e
Butter F‘actor}r ............... i
CHREES a8 40 LS e ey oS e

m]
o 0O H Ln 1 Ln e O
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The remaining sample certified *‘Not Gennine’” was slightly
below the standard in solid-not-fat, but, as there was no added
water present, no further action was taken in this instance.

:.'J'L“ the nFlmr samples were certified by the Public Analyst as
being genuine, and free from all prohibited preservatives and
colouring matter.

THOS. H. EVANS,
Chief Sampling Officer for the County of Denbigh.

I desire to express my very high appreciation of the very
efficient services rendered by Mr. Buckingham, the Clerk to the
Colneil, Mr. Birtwell, the Water Engineer, and Mr. Rees, the
Sanitary Inspector, whose duties again this vear were heavy
in view of the numerous Water, Drainage and Housing Schemes
which were dealt with and which entailed a great deal of labour
and time.

I consider that the Council is very fortunate in having the
services of such competent Officials.

As this is my last report on the termination of my appoint-
ment as Medical Officer of Health for the Ruthin Rural District
during the past forty-seven vears, I wish to convey my deep
gratitude to all the Officials and Members of the Staff of the
Council for their valuable co-operation and assistance which
was always readily given and which was greatly appreciated.

I have the honour to be,
Your obedient Servant,
T. O! JONES,
Medical Officer of Health.
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