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POPULATION.

1911 (last Census year) ... .o 162,781
1920 (Registrar-General’s eatlmate} ... 184,999

The Registrar-General's estimate of the population
of the Rhondda Urban District is largely based upon the
returns forwarded under the scheme for the rationing of
food during the period of the war, and it is less by 330
than the estimate for the birth-rate in 1919.

As the year under review is considerably removed
from the last Census year, considerable inaccuracy regard-
ing the estimated population may be expected and is
unavoidable, and our statistics which are calculated from
such estimates must be regarded as only approximate.

The ‘“mnatural increase’ in the population, or the
excess of births over deaths in the course of the year,
amounted to 2,809.The estimated district ward populations
now range from 13,702 in the case of Ward 3 to 27,975
in Ward 9. Steps are however being taken to sub-divide
the last-mentioned into two wards.

Coal-mining is the overwhelmingly predominating
mmdustry carried on in the district and claims the energies
of the vast majority of the males occupied within the area.

The provisional figures prepared from the census taken on the night
of June 19th, 1921, which have been published since the preparation of
.this section, give the population of the Rhondda as only 162,720
persons, or no fewer than 23,270 persons below the Registrar-General’s
estimate for 1920). Having regard to the fact that the census was taken
after eleven weeks of uninterrupted national coal-strike, it was
expected that the figures would confirm the general belief that the
Rhondda popalation would be ronsiderably rednced for the time being
owing to the absence of a large nnmber of the nnemployed who migrated
during the strike into other, especially agricultural areas. An adjust-
ment of the misleading figures already issued may prove necessary before
the census returns in their final form will be published.
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Reference to statistical records serves to show that
the Rhondda is bracketed with Bath and Bristol for the
36th place among the 96 Great Towns in respect of its
death-rate.

The most important conditions which accounted for
the Rhondda deaths were the following:—

Bronchitis ... v el
Pneumonia (all forms) ... R &
Tuberculosis (all forms) ... e Sl
Premature and Marasmie Group R ||
Organie Heart Disease ... vor AL
Violent Deaths ... M
(‘ancer e 4
Measles P L L

The number and the percentage proportions of the
deaths, divided into their respective age-groups, belonging
to the Rhondda during the year are as follows: —

526 or 24 per cent., under 1 year of age.

155 or T per cent., 1 year and under 2 years.

147 or 7 per cent., 2 years and under 5 years.
123 or 5 per cent., 5 years and under 15 years.
127 or G per cent., 15 years and under 25 years.
316 or 14 per cent., 25 years and under 45 years.
476 or 21 per cent., 45 years and under 65 years.
367 or 16 per cent., 65 years and over.

e ——

UNCERTIFIED DEATHS.

Of the 2,129 deaths which were registered within the
Rhondda Urban Distriet during the year, 1,971 were
certified by registered medical practitioners, the Distriei
Coroner held inquests on 146 and the remaining 12 were
uncertified by either Coroner or medical attendant.

&
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or 40 per cent., within a month of birth. The relatively
small number of 70, or 13 per cent., were certified as
having died from gastro-intestinal diseases. This sum-
mary indicates that unfavourable pre-natal conditions and
post-natal disease of the respiratory tract were the most
potent causes of infantile deaths in the course of the year.
In view of the importance of these two factors, Dr. Helena
G. Jones, the Council’s Medical Officer in attendance at
their Welfare Centres, draws attention, in a report pre-
pared by her on the subjeet, to some influences bearing
upon these aspects of the problem.

(1) Vexerear Diseases are a not infrequent cause
of premature births and early deaths of infants. While
the ideal course is to obviate the occurrence of these
diseases by promulgating the importance of clean conduct
on the part of all members of the community, it is equally
important under present conditions to exercise every
means at our disposal to secure adequate and prolonged
treatment for those already suffering at the special elinies
provided for the purpose by the County Council under the
Venereal Diseases Regulations This is especially true
regarding expectant mothers, for it is only by such treat-
ment that a reasonablé hope of propagating healthy
offspring can be entertained.

(2) IxpuceEp ArorTiON is suspected to have been the
cause of prematurity at birth or of still-birth in a number
of instances in the course of the year. Were women in
a position to realize not only the legal responsibilities
which they thus incur but also the very considerable
risk to their own physical welfare as well as to that of
their developing children which the more common of
these measures bring in their train, whether successful
or no, it is certain that such attempts to frustrate nature’s
laws would be seldom made.
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centres in this direction has been exercised to the ultimate
benefit of both mother and child.

(6) Other very important post-natal factors in the
causation of excessive infant mortality are over-crowding
at the homes and the prevalent habit of overheating living-
rooms which are at the same time ill-ventilated. Children
brought up under such conditions are more vulnerable
to the harmtul influence of sudden changes of temperature
and the large proportion of 23 per cent. of the total
deaths due to respiratory diseases may largely be attrib-
uted with some reason to this cause.

During the vear inquiries were made by the health
visitors into the circumstances attending 5,030 of the
total number of 5,046 births which oceurred during this
period. It was found that only 3,718, or T4 per cent.,
were wholly breast-fed and that 265, or 5 per cent, were

Some Statistics relating to Diets and Modes of

Feeding.
Total

number | Percent.| " er

..Hm ¢ | Pereent-| No ol age ot deaths

of wp;:m ages |deaths in ol in each

records | ©f 'the | each d‘“thl';mgmup to

e total, | gromp. | PUMDET | e litien

available (01). | 10 each | investi.
H[‘Eﬂﬂt-'fﬂd e [ A 3-?]3 74 2]5 'E"B 43
Partly-breast.fed e ..| 265 5 45 | 16°9 9
Entirely Bottle-fed .. .| 929 18 12 132 25
Spoon-fed .. -7 e a2 06 32 1100 (]
Unfed s 5 e 86 2? 86100 0 %T
Boat-shaped .. .| 1062 142 | 134 9
HI}‘:;L* Tube £ | 1ol 2 | 28 |21 5
Boat-shaped and Tnbe| 11 02 — - —
Varieties { Cows’ Milk ..| 160 3 56 | 850 11
of Condensed Milk ..| 440 9 78 | 177 16

Milk |Other Foods (Glaxo,

Used |Cow and Gate, ete.)] 626 12 66 | 10°5 13
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partly breast-fed and partly fed artificially. The number
of babies entirvely bottle-fed was 929, or 18 per cent. A
further decrease in the proportionate number of breast-
fed babies, as compared with recent years, has thus to be
recorded, the differences amounting to 7 and 3 per cent.,
in comparision to 1918 and 1919 respectively (cf. observa-
tions in par. (5) above),

There were 215 deaths among the babies that were
breast-fed, equivalent to a death-rate of 58 per 1,000
births, as compared with 123 and 132 respectively among
the bottle-fed. The death-rate among the latter 1s there-
fore very much greater than among the former and this
difference is consistent with universal experience.

There were 162 illegitimate births recorded during
1920 and of these 29 died before attaining the age of
twelve months with a resulting mortality of 179 per 1,000
births. This rate is a welcome reduction as compared
with that of 236 for the previous year. Although the
general circumstances attending the early life of these
illegitimate children remain more or less the same, it 1s
probable that this improvement may be attributable to
some extent to the timely help given to the necessitous
among them in pursuance of the arrangement under the
Council’s milk assistance scheme.

It is a matter for deep regret that the Child Welfare
Centre at Ystrad was destroyed by fire on March 18th, 1920,
this misfortune resulting in the total loss of the contents
including the records bearing upon the work. Both the
building and the contents were insured, but the fire
resulted in much inconvenience and disorganisation of the
work, especially until the opening of the Ynyshir Centre
in June. During the short period for which the Ystrad
Centre was available, 983 visits were paid to the institution
on 32 occasions with an average of 31 visits per session.
The new cases among them amounted to 292, of which
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<41l were under 12 months old, the remaining 51 being
between one and five years of age. The re-visits reacuneu
GYl, bables under one year of age being the subjects in
941 instunces and children becween one and five forming
the remaining 150.

After the destruction of the Ystrad Centre steps were
immediately taken to expedite the equipment of the
Ynyshir Centre, but owing to various causes it did not
become available until the 16th June. Between that
date and the end of the year it was used in the interests
of Maternity and Child Welfare on 107 occasions, the
number of visits paid to the Centre being 2,371, with an
average of 22 visits per session. The number of new
cases reached 1,056, children under one year of age form-
ing 828 and those between one and five contributed the
remaining 208. The re-visits totalled 1,335, no fewer than
1,136 being of children under one, the remaining 197 being
made up of those above that age. The highest number
of visits paid by an individual child under one was 21,
the corresponding maximum for a child over one being six.

There were 21 deaths among the 828 children who
attended the Ynyshir Centre, equivalent to a mortality
rate of 25.4 per 1,000, whereas the rate among those
of corresponding age periods who did not attend the centre
amounted to 73.8 per 1,000. In making this comparison
babies dying under one month old are eliminated from
both groups for the vast majority of those who are brought
to the Centre are above that age.

During the year, dried milk was supplied in large
quantities to borderland cases at cost price as before, and,
in necessitous cases, at less than cost price. Owing to
the difficulty and unavoidable delay in obtaining fresh
and pure cow’s milk in the Rhondda Distriet, this facility
is believed to have been of great advantage to the children
depending entirely on artificial feeding.



27

Besides visits paid by the nursing mothers and their
babies, 18 expectant mothers attended for advice, the
total number of visits and re-visits paid by them being
27.

Beyond those consequent upon the destruction of the
Ystrad Centre, no changes have been made in the organ-
isation of the Welfare Centres, and periodical visits to
the homes were paid by the health visitors.

The number of visits thus paid by the health visitors
during the year amounted to 23,893. Home visitation, if
conscientiously carried out, may be considered to be of
the very highest importance in any scheme of maternity
and child welfare, and our experience in this district
justifies the adoption of a similar attitude towards this
work. It is to be hoped that with a return of more
normal conditions advantage may be taken of the offer of
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees to build and equip
a Model Welfare Centre in the Rhondda.

The treatment of dental disease among the expectant
and nursing mothers has been available since the begin-
ning of November, 1920. During that period, six nursing
mothers were examined and referred for treatment by the
Dental Surgeon in the service of the Council. Of these
only four cases presented themselves for treatment. The
total number of visits paid by them to the Dental Clinic
was 10. Nineteen permanent teeth that were found
unsaveable were extracted, while filling was done in the
case of three permanent ones.  Nitrous Oxide gas was
used in one case, and two cases were treated under local
anesthesia.

The accompanying table provides summarised inform-
ation bearing upon infantile mortality in the distriet
throughout the year:—
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Table giving in detail the information obtained by the Health Visilors concerning deaths
of 501 children under one and of 245 children born dead.

Ideaths of children

e o, Still-Births.
Fer Cent Fer Cent
Total of Total Total of Total
it L i Number. | Cases. Kumber. | Cases.
SEK ][ "il'llﬂ ‘i waw L -_j'ﬂ!j 53 132 54
Female 212 42 113 46
;0 to 12 ]:11}1]15 a9 8
12 to 24 ,, 3 16 3
1to 7 days \ T4 15
1 to 4 weeks 3 50 18
1 to 2 months ; 40 B
Bta 8 o g 5
3to 4 : 31 i
"‘ife‘:‘tﬂt S tas e e L 5
: Gto 6 ,, 35 7
Bitio i A 28 5
Tt 8 ., ¥ 23 5
Sto 9 ,, 20 4
Dtol0 ,, 17 3
10 to 11 - ,, 26 5
L1]1 te 12 -, 14 3
: { Matuare 366 73 125 51
Maturity | Premature 135 27 120 49
Insured 107 21
Not well from birth .. 162 32
Previonsly visited by Heu.'lth Vlsm-r 209 60
Separated from mother . .
Breast-fed ... 215 43
Partly breast-fed and 1:-|3|.1'I;l;3ar other-
wise : o 45 9
Bottle-fed .. 123 25
S 001 fEl] & 32 ﬁ‘
U[uf-Ed e 86 17
Bostle | Boatshaped 2 |2
used. ] Boat-shaped and tube
: Cowa A6 11
Milk {Cunﬂens&d 78 16
Patent Foods ... : 66 13
Abnormal nomber of flies in Imuse 2 04
Insanitary condition of house 4 1
Overcrowding ... 5 33 7
Previons deaths—
1 child under one year of ager 48 10 35 15
2 children ,, is 26 5 8 3
3 children ,, H 5] 1 6 2
4 or more children 8 4 1 3 1
Total number with previons deaths
of Iufants under one year ; 83 17 a2 21
Number with 1 previons still- birth 24 5 29 12
T A o still-births 6 1 9 3
F¥ iy 3 Fi (Y] E‘ ]. ‘1: E
s 4 or more T 1 0.2 10 4
Total number with previous still-
births e 37 7 52 21
Abnormal condition of mot her 78 16 95 39
Diffieult birth : 78 16 95 39
Illegitimate ... - 24 5 6 2
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MIDWIVES ACT, 1902, AND SUPERVISION
OF MIDWIVES.

At the present time the supervision of Midwives in
the District is carried out by the Rhondda Urban District
Council, the Glamorgan County Council having delegated
the necessary powers under Sec. 9 of the Aect, as from
October 1st, 1918. The arrangement is found to be
satisfactory, as the close association with the midwives
thus made possible, enables the District Council to secure
greater efficiency and thoroughness in the promotion of
certain phases of Maternity and Child Welfare work. Dr.
Helena G. Jones, one of the Assistant Medical Officers
under the Counecil, has continued to act as Inspector of
Midwives under the Aect.

There are altogether 131 Midwives practising in the
district, of whom 94 possess the certificate of the Central
Midwives Board, or its equivalent, and 37 are on the
Midwives Roll in virtue of their being in practice prior
to 1st August, 1901.

Table giving the Ward distribution of Midwives, 1920.

Wards. Tatal. Trained. Untrained.

1 12 g 3

2 15 13 2

3 51 3 2

4 5 6 2

5 12 0 3

6 11 6 5

T 8 4 4

8 9 T b

9 33 25 8
10 18 12 i3
Total 131 94 a7

The total number of births in the district being only
5,046 during the year, their equal distribution among the
midwives would allow only 39 for each midwife. The
Medical Inspector paid visits to the homes of these mid-
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wives in the course of the year on 260 occasions, special
circumstances calling for 20 of these visits.

In the last series of visits paid in the course of the year
the proportion of the satisfactory ones amounted to 77 per
cent. In the majority of instances, minor errors in con-
nection with the equipment and practice were the main
reasons for the unfavourable report by the Medical In-
spector. A large proportion of the unsatisfactory ones
are old women, who will probably cease to practise in the
near future.

Of the 5,046 births, 4,290 were attended by the mid-
wives only, and medical attention was required in 756
cases, or 14.9 per cent., of the whole. The most common
causes, for which medical aid was sought, were exhaustion
due to prolonged labour and the presence of conjunctivis
or ophthalmia in the baby.

The accompanying table provides a summary of the
infermation given by the midwives of the district under
the rules of the Central Midwives Board concerning the
causes calling for medical attendance, distinetion being
made between day and night calls, the grouping in the
other columns being in accordance with the Ward dis-
tribution of such calls,

Under the 1'eg1ilatin11 requiring a midwife to notify
to the Supervising Authority any instance in which the
mother resorts to artificial feeding of her infant, during
the period of her attendance on such mother, 73 notifica-
tions were received during the year. In 42 cases, or 57
per cent. of the whole, the stated cause was either the
weaknéss of the mother, insufficiency of the mother’s milk
or the advice of the medical attendant. In six cases
artificial feeding was resorted to because the mother
desired to return to her previous employment. Although
the total number of babies thus deprived of their natural
source of sustenance is fortunately small and amounting
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Record of Sending for Medical Help, 1920.

=
Reason given for Sending. | & ”_az} _ EARD__ i
= o A W T
el 4 e T R (5 | I __1-_ i
Abortion or Threatened Abor-
tion ..| 25/ 14| 6| 5| 8 2 2 3 7 5
Dangerous Varicose Veius 1) | (e 1 [t ) (R BRE
Fits or Convulsions .. oL R o BRI R | R e 2 1 ..
Purulent Discharge .. e 0 W e v I T
Sores of the Genitals P - R N ) el B (B )
Malpresentation B e v e R RS- (N R |
Where there is excessive |
bleeding A i 14 3| 8 .| 1] 1| 1] 8 9 ..
Retained Membranes .. 18/ 100 9| 1| ..| A4 1 4 4| 2
Rupture of the Perinenm a8 21 13| 85 9 4] 4 7 4 1
Rigid Os .. Al R o O
Persistent ﬂc:mpltn Puatel mr d 8 .| 2 ..]..|..] A2
Prolonged Labour .(116/104| 28| 48| 4| 8 ¢ 7 1
Adherent Placenta < 13 10] .1 2] .. -] 1 <] =
Ante Partum H:iemorrhage ) (L N - 0 R |
Post Partum Hwemorrhage i I | ) e R (e | L
Obstructed Labour .. 18] 17| 2 & 2 2 4 3§ ..
Uterine Inertia .. ol T B B‘ | R
Impacted Head .. o wrl BN B ] e R
Uontracted Pelvis i R I 1 R | R R N | e st
Exhaustion o - 5 3 EI | LI o R IO e 1L
General Weakness . - B | 1 [ ) RO S W | (S
Prolapse of Uterus O TR | AR S I el I |
Still Birth : 6 & .. 2 I| 8 sl wu|iH
Severe Abdominal 'F'n,ma 3 .. B -] . 1 S S
Instrumental Delivery.. " B+ R 1 ) (] (R e | | el |
Prolapse of Cord - I I | < R (S SN e |
Prematurity - O - SRR () R DL N =y
Rash on Body .. 11 s | R (e | W RN 2 |
Pendunlons Abdomen e it | LR 18 11 SAIEEE
Bronehitis of Mother .. P (O | B (R R N o uf| AL
Pain in Side - sl 1 1 Lol ZEN
Patient’s Bladder wzrjr dis-
tended . - - 1] [ I «-| == . B
Brig htlef-,eme e i | R S e i e
\\eu]:llemlb = 5 e e IR | I s e Bl 1
Chorea .. 5 e T | R G e IR | ] B |
Pains in the Leg . AP O | g ) IR S S SR
Slight retroverted Uterns |} I I ) [ I S
Rise in Temperature .. 150 7] 3 2 L 1] o] 2 o &
Malformation of Child.. 1 Z¢ B oo oo s 3 8 wu] K
Dangerous Feebleness 21 9 1| L & 2 ..} & 3
Inflammation of or dlscha.rgn
from the Eyes 50 . 4 3| L 3 4 1 20 1
Watery leat-e.rs on Ba.bjr | [ I [ R (R S B S A
J‘Laphyxm Palllda. P | (R Y e (T R T
Phimosis . | oo Al G CH RS
Janndice .. e L5 B [ [5ed 2w N 1 O [ (8
Inflammation ahuubur Hem
orrhage from the Navel 4 A o] - o
Nmvas .. . .. ) M R 5 | IR I
Convulsions s - 2| L |
Tongue Tie 2 .. e ot [
Totals. . 276 11(1‘105 l Eﬁl 37| 52| 83| 73

S e bR SE

e
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no definite information could be obtained as to the
character of the discharge in these cases, it is probable
that in some of these it was venereal in origin. In only
one case was there a definite history of the mother having
suffered from gonorrheea previous to the birth of the child.

All the Wards in the distriet contributed towards
the total number of notifications, Ward 7 heading the list
with 21 cases, and Ward 9 with 15 cases being the next
highest.

The average age of the child on the day of onset of
the disease was 6 days, varying from one day in 7 cases
to the 21st day in two instances.

The highesi number recorded in any individual
midwife's practice was 21, no other midwife having a
larger number than five.

An analysis of the reports upon these cases makes it
clear that a vast majority of them were cases of mild
conjunctivitis.

PUERPERAL FEVER. Averags lox

Ten Years.

1920. 1910-1919.
Number of Cases ... RO 14
Number of Deaths ... 8 7
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda ... .04 . 05

Puerperal fever, or bed fever, avises owing to septic
infection of the lying-in woman. This may oceur owing
to want of sufficient care on the part of those in attendance
or possibly owing to auto-infection from the woman’s
genitals. The disease is more likely to occur where much
manipulation has been carried out as in instrumental
delivery where the nature of the confinement is such as
to result in rupture or bruising of the parts.  The
adoption of striet antiseptic methods in midwifery
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practice on the part of doctors and midwives undoubtedly
serves to reduce the occurrence of infection to a
minimum but the conditions under which confinements
occur at many of the homes in the district render this
1deal difficult of attainment.

The total number of cases of puerperal fever which
were notified during the year amounted to 15, equivalent
to an incidence of 3.0 per 1,000 births, and the 8 deaths
which resulted gave a fatality of 53.3 per cent. of the
cages and a death-rate of 0.04 per 1,000 of the living
population. While the incidence rate is exceptionally high
as compared with recent years, the high fatality rate among
the cases notified rather indicates that many milder
- cases escaped recognition or, more probably, notification
and that were all the cases which can legitimately be
called puerperal fever reported the incidence rate would
have been still higher.

Six of the 15 cases that were notified were attended
by midwives only as were also the actual births in the
cage of three others, medical practitioners being called
in immediately afterwards to deal with h@morrhage,
adherent placenta or ruptured perineum. The remaining
six were attended at birth by both doctors and midwives,
two of them requiring instrumental delivery.  All the
cases occurred in the practices of different midwives of
whom 9 were trained and 6 were untrained, the proportion
being distinetly unfavourable to the latter, of whom there
are only 37 out of the 131 midwives practising in the
distriet.

Improved facilities for dealing with lying-in women
are required in our distriet, especially in eertain directions
such as the provision of hospital accommodation for
difficult cares or tho e plased und-r excepti na'ly unfavour.
able conditions and a greater appreciation of the advantages
derivable from attendance at our ante-natal centres.
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‘While these factors are to some extent inter-dependent it
may confidently be stated that, even in the absence of
the former, advice sought and acted upon before birth
will sometimes serve to lessen the risks which are always
attendant upon child-birth but which are inereased by the
presence of certain removeable conditions in the mother,

ZYMOTIC DISEASES. Average for

Ten Years.

1920. 1910-1919.
Total number of Deaths in Rhondda
from Zymotie Diseases ... il 208 245

Zymotic Death-rate for Rhondda ... 12 1.6

For statistical purposes, the following diseases are
grouped together under the term **Zymotic Diseases™ : —
Small-pox, measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria, whooping
cough, typhoid and other continued fevers, and diarrheea.

Zymotic death-rate is the ratio of the number of
deaths from these diseases to the living population, and
may be considered one of the most reliable indices of the
sanitary condition of a district. The total number of
deaths due to zymotic diseases in the Rhondda in 1920
amounted to 214, equivalent to the zymotic death-rate of
1.2 ver 1,000 of the living population. This rate is 0.4
less than the average for the ten previous years, the latter
in its turn being exactly one-half of the average zymotic
death-rate during the decennium 1900-1909. Measles
was responsible for 110 of the 214 zymotic deaths and
thus centributed more than half the total and approxi-
mately four times the number caused by scarlet fever,
which was the next most fatal cause of death among the
zvmotic group (cf. Appendix Table 12),
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In order to secure reasonable protection against small-
pox for life it should be sufficient for every individual not
exceptionally exposed to infection to be re-vaceinated
once at some convenient time such as just before or just
after leaving school.

MEASLES. ey ey
1920. 1910-1919.
Number of Deaths ... B 70
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda ... RN 45
Death-rate per 1,000, 96 Great Towns .22 .30
Death-rate per 1,000, England and
Wales ... st 19 S

Measles ceased to be compulsorily notifiable after
the 31st December, 1919, so that it is not possible to
compare the incidence during 1920 with the records for
1916 to 1919, during which period the Public Health
(Measles and German Measles) Regulations, 1915, were
in force,

The deaths from Measles amounted to 110, or more
than four times the number in the previous year and
the largest total recorded cinee 1912.

The death-rate per 1,000 in the Rhondda for the
year is considerably in excess of the rates for England and
Wales and the 96 Great Towns, the figures being .59, .19
and .22 respectively.  The largest number of deaths
occurred in Ward 1, the number varying from 21 in that
distriet to four in each of Wards 3 and 10.

During the year 1920 the number of deaths caused
by Measles exceeded the aggregate due to the six remain-
ing members of the zymotie group. Tt is significant that
during the four years during which this disease was
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years of age whilst children under 5 contribuied 24.4 per
cent. of cases.

The fatality among the younger group was nearly
six times that in the older group (6.3 per cent. as compared
with 1.1 per cent.). The distribution of the disease
throughout the area was very general but irregular,
Ward 1 with 202 cases and Ward 7 with 39 cases being
respectively the most and least affected.

During the year 438 cases, or 47.6 per cent. of the
cases notified, were removed to the Isolation Hospital and
the 7 deaths which occurred among the admitted cases
were equivalent to a fatality-rate of 1.6 per cent. During
the height of the prevalence it was not possible to admit
all the removeable cases owing to the want of sufficient
accommodation.  Had such been available it may be
confidently stated that not only would some of the
secondary cases have been prevented but some of the
22 deaths which occurred among those accommodated at
their homes would have been cbviated. The deaths do
not represent the only losses to the suffering families
and to the community but a considerable proportion of
those who escape a fatal issue during the attack is
partially disabled by the persistence of one or more of the
complications, such as kidney and middle ear disease,
which are so apt to supervene in the course of this disease,

DIPHTHERIA. v f
1920. 1910-1919.
Number of Cases ... e BB 174
Number of Deaths ... 24 24
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda ... 13 15
Death-rate per 1,000, 96 Great Towns .16 14

Death-rate per 1,000, England and
Wales ... 15 13
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There were notified during the year 258 cases of
Diphtheria as compared with 203 in 1919 and with 120 in
1918. The annual total 1s in excess of the average for the
previous ten years by 84 and is the highest recorded since
1913. The Rhondda mortality of 0.13 per 1,000 of the
population compared favourably, however, with the
corresponding rates of 0.16 and 0.15 for the 96 Great
Towns and for England and Wales respectively.

Of the 2568 cases notified 24 proved fatal and
occasioned a case mortality of 9.3 per cent. which is one
of the three lowest yet recorded in the district since
1894 when the disease first became notifiable.

Patients under 12 years of age constituted 87.2 per
cent. of the notified cases and of these 150, or 67 per cent.,
were between 5 and 12 years of age and the remaining 79,
or 33 per cent., were under five. The disease was most
fatal in children under 3 years of age, 12 out of 35, or
34.2 per cent., of whom died.

The seasonal incidence of the disease was highest in
March with 31 notifications and lowest in August with 11
notifications. It is significant that the schools were
closed in August for the summer holidays.

The incidence of the disease upon the Wards through-
out the year varied from 8 in Ward 7 to 34 in Ward 4.

In only 5.4 per cent. of the infected homes did other
cases of the disease occur and 130, or 50 per cent., of the
total notified were removed to the Isolation Hospital with
the resulting fatality of 4.6 per cent. as compared with
14.1 per cent for those dealt with at home throughout
their illness.
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TYPHOID FEVER. kit S

en Years.

1920. 1910-1919.
Number of Cases ... 7 99
Number of Deaths ... 2 9
Death-rate per 1,000, l{huudda .01 U6
Death-rate per 1,000, 9G Great Towns .01 04

Death-rate per 1,000, England and

Wales ... 01 04

Only 7 notifications of Typhoid Fever were received in
the course of the year. This total is the lowest number
recorded in any year since the disease became notifiable
in 1894 and forms practically one-eighth of the annual
average for the ten previous years. Iven this low number
has to be reduced to 5, because further observation of two
of the six notified cases removed to the hospital led to the
conclusion that the disease from which the patients were
suffering was pneumonia. Two of the remaining five
cases proved fatal and caused a fatality-rate of 40 per
cent.

The cases were widely distributed throughout the
district, only Wards 2, 5, 7 and 10 remaining entirely free
from the disease tllmughuut the year. Contrary to the
usual experience the majority of the cases occurred during
the first four months of the year.

CEREBRO-SPINAL FEVER.,

Number of Cases
Number of Deaths
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhundda e T

2 Co =1

Seven mnotifications of Cerebro-Spinal Fever were
received in the course of the year under review. Of these,
one related to a baby, 5 months old, in Mikado Street,
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Penygraig, and the investigations carried out after death
led to the belief that the described symptoms and history
of the case were more in conformity with the diagnosis
of tuberculous meningitis than of cerebro-spinal fever.
On the other hand it 1s believed that a case of somewhat
obscure disease which oceurred at Hafod and which had
a fatal 1ssue on the 9th of March, was one of cerebro-
spinal fever although it was not notified. This case
formed one of a group of seven cases which occurred in
that locality in March and of which a summarised report
was submitted to the Ministry of Health in July, 1920.
The material facts given in the report are here reproduced.

The Medical Officer of Health was first communicated
with on March 16th, and, on inquiry, ascertained that a
young man, 21 years of age, living at 19 Pleasant View,
Trehafod, was taken suddenly ill on the Gth of March and
died three days later, the chief symptoms being violent
headache followed by delirium. Death was certified as
having been due to *‘ Influenza, Uremia.”

A few days later two women who had helped to nurse
the fatal case were taken with illness similar to but less
violent and pronounced than that which had proved fatal.

At this juncture the Health Department was com-
municated with and inquiries immediately made confirmed
the suspicion held by the medical attendant that the
disease 1n all the cases was cerebro-spinal fever, and
cerebro-spinal fluid taken from ome of the surviving
patients was submitted to the Ministry of Health for
examination. On the 18th a telegraphic report was
received to the effect that the fluid contained the meningo-
coccus, the organism now accepted as the essential cause
of this disease.

A day or two later, another case—J .M., female, 48
years of age—was taken ill very suddenly and died on
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the 21st before she was seen by a doctor. An inguest
was held and the verdict gave cerebro-spinal fever as the
cause of death. In addition three other cases of the same
disease were notified from the same locality so that the
total number of cases believed to have suffered from the
disease was not fewer than seven.

When the nature of the cases were first recognized
there was no accommodation for cases of this disease
available at our Isolation Hospital, but at a later date it
became possible to empty one of the wards for this purpose,
and three of the cases were admitted. After having been
submitted to repeated intra-thecal administration of anti-
meningocoeecic serum the three cases were discharged as
cured after a stay of some weeks. Of the two remaining
cases one was so mild in character, and was so well
isolated, that it was not considered necessary to remove
him, whereas the other was so seriously ill that her removal

would be attended by too much immediate risk, but
ultimately she also recovered.

The distribution of the cases in point of locality and
time suggests the existence of a close connexion between
them and the investigations made indicate that six of the
cases were all attributable to direct or indirect infection
trom the unrecognized case which ended fatally on March
9th. No well-founded explanation of the occurrence of
the first case can be offered. The inquiries concerning it
were not made until a week after the fatal issue as the

nature of the disease was not suspected until other
aseociated cases had occurred.

The contacts were comparatively few in number and

were kept under observation until it was believed that
no other cases were likely to occur.
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ACUTE POLIOMYELITIS.

Number of Cases 2
Number of Deaths ... 2

One fatal case of this disease was notified from Ward
4, and a further death from Ward 5 was certified as being
due to Infantile Paralysis.

In the only notified case there was no evidence in
support of associating the disease with the existence of
insanitary conditions or of any prior or subsequent cases.

In contrast to the previous year, when no case of this
disease was notified, one notification was received in the
course of 1920, There 1s no doubt however that instances
of the disease escape notification every year either because
the disease remains unrecognized throughout or is only
recognized after the acute stages of the illness have passed.
There is evidence however that the obligations under
which the medical practitioner is placed regarding the
notification of this disease are becoming gradually realized
and that consequently greater vigilance 1s being shown in
_ differentiating between it and similar diseases, notifiable
and non-notifiable.

ENCEPHALITIS LETHARGICA.

Number of Cases
Number of Deaths ...
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda ... T

b Co oo

Five cases of this disease were notified during the
year. In the case of one of the five, inquiries made after
the receipt of the notification led to the conclusion that
the disease affecting the patient,—a child three years of
age,—was most probably tuberculous meningitis.
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The remaining four cases consisted of three females
and one male and all occurred during the last two months
of the year. The three first-mentioned, of the respective
ages of 17, 47 and 4 years, were patients of the same
practitioner in Wards 3 and 4, and the male, aged 29 yeais,
lived in Ward 10. Two of the women sufferers died in
a comatose condition but the other two slowly recovered.
Inquiry failed to disclose any personal association
between the four cases reported and no mild and possibly
missed instance of the disease which might have formed
a link in the chain of infection was discovered.

On the recognition of the first elinically unequivocal
case of the disease in the district, all the medical
practitioners in the area were sent a brief summary of
the most constant and characteristic symptoms of the
disease which, owing to its multiform character,
simulates several other dizeases of the mervous system.
The summary was accompanied by a letter inviting early
information from every practitioner regarding any doubt-
ful case coming under his observation so that an
opportunity to assist or advise might be afforded the
Council’s Health Department as soon as possible.

WHOOPING COUGH. Average for

Ten Years,

1920. 1910-1919.
Number of Deaths ... 24 36
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda ... .13 23
Death-rate per 1,000, 96 Great Towns .14 23
Death-rate per 1,000, England & Wales .11 19

The number of deaths from Whooping Cough was
24, as compared with 38 in the previous year. The death-
rate of .13 per 1,000 is considerably less than the average
for the last ten years. The fatal cases occurred in
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children under five years of age and were generally
distributed throughout the district, Wards 3, 7 and 8
being the only localities not to contribute fatal cases.

In spite of the reduction in the number of deaths
from this disease during the year it is to be noted that
there were fewer deaths from Scarlet Fever and
Diphtheria than from Whooping Cough.  Among the
factors which tend to a relatively high mortality are the
long duration of the disease and the lack of a general
recognition of the need to take any particular precautions
to avoid infection and the occurrence of lung complications
which are usually the cause of death. The absence of
whooping cough from the list of notifiable diseases helps
the formation of the attitude of mind so commonly held
that the disease is unimportant and non-preventable.

DIARRHGA, Average for

1920. 1910-1919.
Number of Deaths ... 25 93
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda AE ATl .09

In 1920 there were 25 deaths from Diarrhea as
compared with 26 in 1919.  The number of deaths and
the death-rate per 1,000 (0.14) are approximately one
quarter of the average for the ten years 1910-1919,

Thirteen out of the 25 deaths occurred between
September 4th and October 23rd the parts of the district
chiefly implicated being Wards 5 and 9 with five deaths
in each. During most of this period the weather was dry
and warm, the total rainfall for the seven: weeks ended
October 9th being only 1.1 inch and the general conditions
favoured the creation and distribution of dust of all kinds
as well ais the fermentation of food.
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however, is still slightly lower than the average for the
ten previous years, the figures being 0.71 and 0.78
respectively. ~ Of the notified cases 57 per cent. were
between 15 and 45 years of age, while 68 per cent. of
the deaths from this disease occurred in the same age-

group.

The distribution of the disease in the various Wards
of the distriet ranged from 31 cases in Ward 9 to 12

cases in Ward 1.

Pulmonary Tuberculosis ranks the sixth amongst the
chief causes of death in the Rhondda, nearly 17 per
cent. of the deaths in the age-group 25 to 45 years being
due to this disease.

The arrangements made for the domiciliary and
institutional treatment of this disease are dependent upon
the medical practitioners in the district and the Welsh
National Memorial Association, the treatment being
carried out at the patients’ own homes, loeal tuberculosis
dispensaries, or at the Association’s sanatoria or hospitals,
in accordance with the nature, stage and circumstances of
each case. The preventive duties, such as disinfection,
ventilation, improvement of home environment, and
control of milk and other foods are attended to by the
Council as the Local Sanitary Authority.

The distriet 1s still unprovided with hospital
accommodation within reasonable distance for cases which
are in too advanced a stage to justify hopes of cure but
which are, owing to their infective condition, a source of
much danger to those with whom they are necessarily
and often closely associated at home,
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Although no special steps are adopted by the Health
Department with a view to discovering unrecognized or
unattended cases of venereal disease, advantage is taken
of the not infrequent occasions on which we are made
aware of such instances, either incidentally or on direct
inquiry by the sufferers, by making them acquainted with
the steps to be taken to secure adequate treatment in the
County Council’s Clinie.

INFLUENZA.

Number of Deaths ... B
Death-rate per 1,000 Rhondda ... R |

Both the number of deaths and the mortality rate
show a very considerable reduction as regards Influenza,
when compared with the figures for the previous year.
The mortality rate is practically a third of that for the
year 1919, the figures being 0.41 for 1920 and 1.1 for 1919.
Notwithstanding this diminution the amount of suffering
and the number of deaths attributable to this disease were
much in excess of the district's experience during a
normal year with its 20 or 30 deaths, the months of April
and May having, in 1920, contributed 71 cases of pneumo-
nia complicating influenza and 39 deaths.

Subsequent to May however the extent of the
prevalence of the disease as gunaged from the bills of
mortality did not on the average exceed normal pro-

portions.

ACUTE INFLUENZAL PNEUMONIA.,

Number of Cases 114
Number of Deaths ... ; 46
Death-rate per 1,000, Rhondda .., )
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The height of the last-mentioned percentage suggests
that only the most serious forms of pneumonia were
notified by the medical attendants, for seldom does an
observed and continuous series of cases of pneumonia
result in so many deaths relatively to the total under
observation as that experienced in the Rhondda during
the year under review.

The largest number of cases occurred in the winter
months, January, February, March, April and December
contributing 43, 57, 60, 57 and 42 respectively.

Males suffered more frequently than females in the
proportion of 224 males to 151 females and quite a large
proportion,—22.5 per cent.,—of the attacked persons were
between 25 and 65 years of age.

MALARIA,

Number of Cases T
Number of Deaths ... =5

There were notified during the year 7 cases of malaria,
all the sufferers having contracted the disease during
service abroad, two each in India and Salonika, one each
in South Africa and Mesopotamia, the source of the seventh
being unknown. The experience of the previous year was
repeated regarding the non-transmission of the disease
from the infected to the healthy under the conditions
obtaining in the district.  All but one of the sufferers
were between 15 and 45 years of age.

The distribution of the cases was very general, each
of the ten Wards except Nos. 1, 6 and 7 contributing one
case.

In no instance did malaria prove fatal in the course
of the year.
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RECOVERED CASEs, FATAL CASES.

Ward. | Cerebro- Cerebre-
| Diph- Typhoid Scarlet Spinal | Diph- Typh'd Scarles Spinal
: theria. Fever. Fever. Fever. | theria Fever. Fever. nge:r‘
(D0 1 88 0 2 0 1 0
2 12 0 27 ] Ly 0 1 1]
3 29 1 24 0 1 1] 0 0
4 23 { 58 0 2 0 - 0
51 15 (1] ] g | O ] 1 ]
(&1 8 0 02 0 | D 1 1 U
T 7 (1] 11 0o | 0 i 0
g8 | 14 0 27 g8 | B 1 0 0
9 13 1 5l 0 | 1 1 0 0
10 -] 0 33 0 | 0 0 0 0
Totals| 124 3 431 3 l 6 3 7 0

e — e

The average time spent in hospital by recovered cases
was 37 days in the case of diphtheria (with extremes
varying from 14 to 203 days) 31 in the case of typhoid
fever (between the limits of 21 and 44), 42 in the case of
scarlet fever (with extremes of 15 and 195 days) and 39
in the case of cerebro-spinal fever (with limits of 32 and
49 days). For the cases which terminated fatally the
average time in hospital was 12 days in diphtheria (from
1 to 45 days), 4 days in typhoid fever (from 1 to 10 days),
and 12 days in scarlet fever (1 and 45 days respeetively).

The year 1920 saw the attainment of the highest
point reached in the cost of living since the outbreak of the
war, the maximum record being a percentage increase of
176 in the month of November. It has continued imprac-
ticable to contract with tradesmen for the supply of
necessaries for the hospital except in the case of one or
two articles such as milk and meat and even in these
instances allowance had to be made for market fluctua-
tions in the course of the period involved. In view of
these facts an increase of the maintenance rate per patient
per week was unavoidable and the rate of £2 9s. 2d. for
1920 (including the cost of repairs, renewals of stock and
painting amounting in the aggregate to £1,021) or £2 3s.
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in 1892 by the Joint Board of the Pontypridd and Rhondda
Urban District Councils, discharges into the sea between
Cardiff and Newport after running a course of over 17
miles. Owing to underground workings and the irregular
conformation of the district subsidence is fairly general
and the consequent damage done to the sewers, 1z common
with other pipes laid in the ground, is in places consider-
able. The work in the form of the relaying of a long
length of the Council’s main sewer at Hafod
at the lower end of the district, referred to in the report
for the previous year as having suffered from this cause,
is being proceeded with and when completed will serve to
obviate the discharge into the river of a considerable
volume of sewage. A considerable length of the new sewer
1s being laid on pillars placed in or by the side of the river
bed and will in this position offer the dual advantages of
being at a sufficiently low level to be available for all the
houses in the district and of being easily observable and
accessible in case of any damage or defect arising from
any cause.

The number of houses within the Urban Distriet still
unconnected with the sewerage system amounts to 277,
the position being unchanged since the end of the preced-
ing year. This number is now comparatively small and is
the result of reductions which have taken place year by
year from the total of 4,290 unconnected houses which
existed in 1897. The distribution of those still remaining
unconnected is shown in the sub-joined table: —

Sanitary District No. 1 contains 21 unconnected houses.

= i - 12 o
3 23 3 1 58 L]
3 LB 4 ¥ ﬁ:] 3y
*3 33 5 ¥ 53 13
L1 ] 3y 6 13 T{] LS ]

The extent and character of the means of excrement
disposal throughout the Rhondda Urban District at the
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REPORTS DURING THE YEAR.

In addition to the ordinary statistical matter the
following subjects were dealt with in the reporis placed
before the Council during the year.

Acute Policencephalitis and Poliomyelitis.

Approach to the Ynyshir Welfare Centre.

Cerebro-Spinal Fever (2).

Cinemas as a source of infeection,

Closing Orders in operation for three or more
months ().

Condemned Houses not vacated by tenants.

Condition of the distriet’s cinemas.

Condition of lanes in portions of the distriet.

Death-rate for 1920.

Disused Housing Accommodation in the distriet.

Edward Street, Maerdy : ground movement.

Encephalitis Lethargica ()

Fair Oak, Trehafod, sanitary condition.

Home Helps.

Hospital Repairs and Painting (3).

Houses Unfit for human habitation (4).

Houses without a proper water supply (4).

Howing (Additional Powers) Aet, 1919,

Increase of Rent and Mortgage Interest (Restrie-
tions) Act, 1920.

Infantile Mortality-rate for 1920.

Milk Supply, late and irregular delivery.’

Ministry of Health (Temporary Relaxation of Build-
ing Bye-laws) Regulations, 1920.

Motor disinfecting van.

Nuisance arising from Smoke and Noxious Vapours.

Oakland Terrace, Ferndale; ground movement.

Payments by Instalments in respect of repairs to
houses carried out by the Couneil.

Prevalence of Searlet T"ever (3).

River Pollution.
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Summary of Police Court Prunuadmgz during 1920.

el

e ———————————

No. | COURT. OFFENCE. RESULT.
1 | Porth Ell]p]ﬂj"lﬂg a child under 16 years
a.ize in street trading after 9 p.m | Dismissed
2 | Porth ing a Shop Assistant on
week y half-holiday Payment of costs, 5(-
8 | Porth | Carrying on the trade of House|
Furnishers in a place not being a
shop, after closing time .| Dismissed
4 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time ...| Fined £1
5 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re Sho
Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Fined 15/
6 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice as to hours
of employment of a young person| Fined 15/-
7 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re Shop
Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Fined £1
8 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time .| Fined £1
9 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re Slmp
Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Payment of costs 6/-
10 | Ystrad | Selling Salt after closing time in a| Bound over for 12
place not being a shop months in the sum
of £5 not to repeat
the offence
11 | Ystrad | Selling Salt after closing time in a
Fplmu not being ashop ...| Fined 15/-
12 | Porth ailing to abate nuisances ...| Payment of costs 3/6
13 | Porth | Failing to abate nuisances Abated
14 | Ystrad | Failing to abate nuisances L Aba:.eg f payment of
costs 7/-
15 | ¥strad | Shop open on weekly half-holiday | Fined £1
16 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re Shu
Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Fined 10/-
17 | Ystr ad| Failing to abate nuisances ...| Ordered to abate in
14 days, Eauaity of
per in de-
fan b
18 | ¥strad | Employing a child under 16 years
of age in street trading on Sunday| Fined 10/-
19 | Ystrad | Employing a child under 16 years
of age in street trading on ;‘:mnda:, Fined 10/-
20 | Porth | Failing to abate nuisances Abated; payment of
costs 3/6
21 | ¥strad | Shop open after closing time .| Fined 15/
22 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time  ..| Fined 15/-
23 | Ystrad | Exhibiting goods outside shop after
closing time Payment of costs 5/-
24 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re Ehup
Assistants’ weekly hali-holiday ...| Fined 10/-
25 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re Ehup
Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Payment of costs 5/-
26 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re Shop
Assistants’ weekly half- hohda.y ...| Fined 10/-

e

" —

=
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Summary of Police Court Proceedings —continued.

No.| COURT. OFFENCE. RESULT.
27 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re Shop

Assistants’ weekly half holiday ...| Fined 10/-
28 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse in river .. | Fined 10/-
29 | Yavrad | Depositing house refuse in river ...| Fined 30/-
30 | Porth | Depositing papers and shavings on

ground abutting carriage way ...| Fined 2/6
31 | Porth | Depositing house refuse on ground

abutting carriage-way Fined 5/-
32 | Porth | Depcsiting house refuse on grnund

abutting carriage way Fined 5/
33 | Porth I.:lemsntmfr fish offal on river bank| Fined 10/-
34 | Porth | Depositing house refuse in lane Fined 5/-
35 | Porth | Depositing house refuse in lane Fined 5/-
36 | Porth | Depositing house refuse on river

bank ..| Fined 10/-
37 | Porth | Selling provisions after 7 p.m. ...| Fined £1
38 | Porth | Depositing refuse on ground ahutt

ing earriage-way .| Fined 5]5
39 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse in lane ...| Fined 10/-
40 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse in river Fined 5/-
41 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse in river ..., Fined 10/-
42 | Ystrad | Depesiting house refuse in stream| Fined 15/-
43 | Ystrad | Depositing refuse in stream Fined 15/-
44 | Ystrad bellmg provisions after closing time| Fined 15/-
45 | Ystrad | Selling provisions after cloamg time, Fined 10/-
46 | Porth | Shop open after closing time Fined 10/-
47 | Ystraq | Selling provisions after closing time| Fined £1
48 | Porth | Selling provisions after closing time| Fined £2
49 | Ystrad | Employing a child urder 16 years

of age in street trading on Sunday| Fined 15/-
50 | Porth | Shop open after closing time .| Payment of costs, §/-
51 | Porth | Shop open after closing time .| Fined 10/-
52 | Porth | Shop open after closing time ...| Fined £1
53 | Porth | Shop open after closing time ...| Fined 10/-
54 | Ystrad | Selling provisions after closing time| Fined 15/
55 | Ystrad | Carrying on the trade of house

fnroisher after closing time ...| Fined £1
56 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time Fined 30/-
57 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time Fined 10/-
58 | Porth | Shop open after closing time «..| Fined 5/
59 | Porth | Carrying on the trade of a china

dealer in a place not being a shop

after closing time Fined 30|-
66 | Porth | Carrying on the trade of a china

dealer in a place not beiog a shop

- after closing time Fined 30/-

61 | Porth | Depositing house refuse on gmund

abutting carriage way Fined 5/-
62 | Porth | Depositing house refuse on gmund

abutting carriage way «..| Fined 5/-;

= = —_— ]
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Summary of Police Court Proceedings—continued.

Nu.l COURT.

OFFENCE. REsULT.

i3 | Porth | Depositing honse refuse on ground

abutticg carrisge-way Fined 5/-
64 | Porth | Depositing honse rnfuse on grunnd

abutting carriage-way Fined 3/-
65 | Porth | Depositing honse refuse on gruund

abutting earriage-way .| Fined 10]-
66 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse in lane ...| Fined 3/-
67 | Ystrad | Selling Provisions after closing time| Fined £1
68 | ¥strad | Failing to exhibit notice re mixed

business ... .. | Fined £1
69 | Ystrad | Shop open after cll:-smg hme ...| Fined 10i-
70 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re Shop

Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Fined 15/-
71 | Ystrad | Shop open after elosing time ...| Fined 15/-
72 | Ystrad | Wilful exposure in the street of

foar cases of Scarlet Fever ...| Fined £1 15/
73 | Porth | Failing to abate nuisances .| Abated; payment of

: Costs

74 | Ystrad | Selling Groceries after closing time| Fined £1
75 | Yatrad | Selling Groceries after closing time| Fined 15/-
76 | Porth | Selling Groceries after closing time| Fined £1
77 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re mixed

business ... ..| Fined 10/-
78 | Porth | Shop open after c]uamg time ...| Fined £1
79 | Porth | Shop open after closing time .. | Fined £1
80 | Porth | Shop open after closing time ...| Fined £1
81 | Porth | Shop open after closing time .| Fined £1
82 | Ystrad | Selling Groceries after closing time| Fined 10/-
83 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time Fined £2
84 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse into water

course .| Fined 7/6
85 | Ystrad| Depositing house refuse in lane Fined 7/6
86 | Ystrad| Depositing house refuse on ground

abutting carriage-way ...| Fined 7/6
87 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time .| Fined £1
88 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time .+| Fined 10/-
89 | Porth | Failing to exhibit notice re Shop

Assistants’ weekly half-holiday ...| Dismissed
90 | Porth | Failing to exhibit a notice as to

hours of employment of a young

erson i Dismissed

91 | Ystrad | Selling Groceries after clmmg tlme Fined 10/-
92 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re mixed

business ... Payment of costs 5/-
93 | Ystrad | Selling Provisions after c-losmg time| Fined 10/-
94 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re mixed

business Payment of Costs
95 | Porth | Depositing refuse on ground abutt-

ing carriage way ..| Fined 2/6
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Summary of Police Court Proceedings—continued.

No.| COURT. OFFENCE. REesvvrt.
96 | Porth | Selling Groceries after closing time| Payment of costs 5/-
97 | Ystrad | Employing Shop Assistant on
weekly half holiday Payment of costs
98 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re Bhup
Assistants’ weekly half -holiday ...| Fined 10/
99 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice as to hours
. of emplny'ment of young person| Fined 5/-
100 | Porth | Depesiting Colliery refuse in river| Payment of costs 5/
101 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time ...| Dismissed
102 | Ystrad | Caniying on the trade of Watch-
maker and Jeweller in a place not
being a shop after 8 p.m. «+-| Fined £1
103 | Ystrad | Selling provisions after closing time| Fined £1
104 | Ystrad | Selling provisions after closing time| Fined 5/-
105 | Ystrad | Shop open after closing time  ...| Dismissed
106 | Ystrad | Employing Shop Assistant onb
Weekly half-holiday Fmeﬂ 5,’
107 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re mixed
business Fmed £1
108 | Porth | Depositing hounse refuse on grmmd Discharged with a
abutting carriage way caution
109 | Ystrad | Failing to exhibit notice re mixed
! business Fined 10/-
110 | Porth | Selling Groceries after closing time Payment of costs 5/-
111 | Porth | Depositing house refuse on ground
abutting carriage way ..| Dismissed
112 | Ystrad | pepositing house refuse in lane Payment of costs 5/-
113 | Ystrad | Depositing house refuse on ca.rnage
way Pa.]rméntr of costs 5/«

An analysis of the foregoing statement of Police

Court proceedings during the year shows that 72 actions
were instituted for offences under the Shops Aets, 4 for
offences under the Employment of Children Act, 1903,
and 37 under the Public Health Acts or Bye-laws made
thereunder, viz.:—30 for depositing refuse in rivers or
streams, on river banks, in lanes or on carriage-ways or
ground abutting carriage-ways, 6 for failure to abate
nuisances (involving 8 premises), and 1 for the wilful
exposure of four cases suffering from infectious disease
(scarlet fever).
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DISINY'ECTION.

The ** Equifex’ Steam Disinfector, installed at the
Isolation Hospital at Ystrad, is wsed for disinfection
purposes for the whole of the area.  When required,
aerial disinfection is usually ecarried out by means of
formaldehyde gas or sulphur dioxide, or a combination
of both, supplemented, in exceptional cases, by a spray
of some suitable liquid disinfectant.

WATER SUPPLY.

In the main, there has been no substantial alteration
in the schemes of water supply throughout the district
in 1920. The two chief sources of supply are that of the
Couneil from Llynfawr Reservoir which supplies the
upper three-fourths of Rhondda Fawr Valley and that
of the Pontypridd and Rhondda Joint Water Board, with
its two reservoirs at the head of the Rhondda Fach
Valley, which supplies that valley as well as the lower

fourth of the larger wvalley and the main valley from
Porth to Hafod.

Each of these two supplies is supplemented within
its area of distribution by a number of other and
independent supplies. Thus within the Council’s area
Caroline Street, Blaenrhondda, portions of Cwmpare,
Ystrad, Llwynypia and Clydach Vale, with an aggregate
of over 2,000 houses, are supplied from sources which
are independent of the Council.  Within the Water
Board’s area there are similar but smaller aggregations
of houses furnished with water from private sources at
Blaenllechau, Pontygwaith, Ynyshir, Hafod, Cymmer
and Trebanog. In both areas these groups are being
gradually reduced in number or size as opportunity offers
or as the existing supplies fail in quantity or quality to
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such an extent as to render interference imperative. In
two important instances within the Council’s area initial
or preliminary steps have been taken towards the improve-
ment of the water supply of certain localities but these
have not advanced sufficiently far to permit the statement
that such supplies were in fact 1improved in the course
of the year under review. The installation of mechan-
ical pressure filters to be set up at Fernhill for the
improvement of the supply to Fernhill, Caroline Street,
and Blaenrhondda was proceeded with but slowly owing
to much delay experienced in obtaining the appliances
but it is expected that the plant will be in operation
before the end of 1921.

Again the water supply of the upper end of Clydach
Vale will very materially be affected in the near future
by the result of Section 13 of the Rhondda Urban
District Couneil Aet, 1920. This clause repeals Section
26 of the Council’s Aect of 1899, which conferred a certain
status upon the Cambrian Collieries Limited, the upper
and larger portion of Clydach Vale having for many
vears been dependent for its water supply upon the
Colliery Company. In anticipation of the Act of 1920,
the Council on the one side and the Company on the other
held many conferences for the purpose, ultimately
attained, of arriving at a mutually satisfactory agreement
before the consideration of the repealing clause by
Parliament so that no opposition was offered during the
consideration of the Section. It now remains for the
economic conditions to become sufficiently favourable to
enable the Council to expend the large amount of money
required to carry out the approved scheme submitted by
Mr. Octavius Thomas, the Council’s Water Engineer,
When provided, the new supply in accordance with the
scheme will serve to remove a constant source of anxiety
to the Counecil, the supply hitherto provided by the
Colliery Company being unsatisfactory owing to excep-
tional hability to pollution at the source, an insufficiency -
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or want of storage, the absence of adequate means of
purification and irregular and uncertain distribution to
the consumers.

The analyses and examinations of water derived from
the Council’s supply, which have periodically been
carried out at the Glamorgan County Laboratory, have
given satisfactory results throughout the year, the water
ranging from 2.4 to 3.4 parts per 100,000 in total hard-
ness, the chlorine content net exceeding 0.8 parts per
100,000 and bacillus coli organisms being absent in
10 c.c. or smaller amounts. No lead or other poisonous
metal was discovered in the water on analysis on any
occasion throughout the year.

It is apparent that owing to the almost entire
suspension of building throughout the distriet new
consumers can only be drawn from those hitherto depend-
ent upon private sources for their supplies. During the
year 20 new services were laid of which24 were formerly
supplied from sources other than the Council’s.  The
consumption per head of the population was 19.67 gallons
per day of which 1.63 gallons were supplied for trade

purposes.

It was not necessary to place any section of the
Council’s consumers on short supply during the year
except for very short periods owing to burst mains or
other unavoidable and unforeseen occurrences.

ADMINISTRATION.

The constitution of the staff of the Health Depart-
ment underwent some alterations in the course of the
year. The changes consisted of the appointment as
Assistant Medical Officer of Miss Caroline J, Maclennan
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instead of Mr. William A. Murphy, who resigned on his
appomntment as Medical Officer of Health for the Ogmore
and Garw Urban District; the appointment as assistant
sanitary inspectors of Messrs. William J. Evans and
Idris T. Watkins to succeed Messrs. Daniel W. Jones
and David J. Owen, the former’s lamented death after
very efficient service and the latter’s resignation to take
up a post under the Welsh Housing Department having
created the vacancies; and the selection of Misses Gwen
Jones, Kate Xvans and Ada J. Woosnam as health visitors
to succeed Misses Elizabeth Terry, Sophie Thomas and
Madeleine John, the last-mentioned having resigned to
become a member of the Staff of the Welsh Housing
Department after eleven years of pioneer and very
efficient wervice under the Couneil.

There was no increase in the number of the staff of
the department but the changes recorded naturally
resulted in a certain amount of dislocation as well as
reduction in the work not only while the new members
were getting accustomed to their new duties but also owing
to the long intervals sometimes intervening, for various
reasons, between the resignation of one officer and the
appointment of his or her successor.

While the post-war conditions are, in some directions,
proving more difficult than during the war period itself
owing especially to the need and the desire to recover
the ground lost during the war as soon as possible with
on the whole a more unsettled and less efficient staff with
which to co-operate, it is a matter for satisfaction that
none of the changes has been directly due to the sacrifice
of life in the war. TUnder the circumstances mentioned
special recognition of the value of the co-operation and
assistance of those not directly involved in the changes
s due,
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FOOD SUPPLIES.

The Sale of Food and Drugs Acts are administered
throughout the Rhondda by the Glamorgan County
Council, the District Couneil not being a local anthority
for this purpose. There remains for the Distriet Council
the administration in this behalf of the Dairies, Cowsheds,
and Milkshops Orders; the powers under Section 117 of
the Public Health Act, 1875, and Section 28 ‘of the
Public Health Acts Amendment Aet, 1890; and the
Regulations relating to the control and supervision of
slaughterhouses and bakehouses. Nine of the Couneil’s
inspectors possess the special meat certificate granted by
the Royal Sanitary Institute, special opportunities hav-
ing been aftorded many of them to attend the course on
meat inspection given by the Glamorgan County Council
some years ago.

MILK.

The persons now engaged in the production, sale,
or distribution of milk within the district consist of the
following classes. in the numbers indicated : —

Cowkeepers ... 12
Cowkeepers and Purveyors of Milk ... 32
Purveyors of Milk and Milkshop keepers 129

As compared with the corresponding figures for the
previous year, the first group shows a decrease of eight,
whereas the second and third groups have increased by
two and fifteen respectively. In opposition to these
statisties there was an increase in the amount of milk
produced within the district of 41 gallons per diem, or
15.8 per cent., whereas the amount imported has
decreased to the extent of 20 gallons per diem, or 0.6
per cent., as compared with the previous year.



78

It 1s estimated that all the 228 cows within the
district yielded a daily average of 299 gallons in the
course of the year, while the additional quantity of
3,143 gallons 1s daily imported from outside the arvea.
The total quantity of cow’s milk thus consumed in the
distriet amounted to 1,269,772 gallons and is equivalent
to 0.149 pint per diem for every individual, or a decrease
of .004 pint on the previous year, the amount per
person for the five immediately preceding years (1915
to 1919) being, in fractions of a pint, 0.14, 0.13, 0.20,
0.185 and 0.153, respectively.

The 173 premises concerned with the production
and distribution of milk in the distriet were periodically
visited during the year by the distriet inspectors under
whose supervision they are placed.

The majority of the 46 cowsheds, owned by 44 cow-
keepers, now in occupation throughout the distriet are
situated on farms which are scattered over the hills
skirting the two valleys. Many of them are of primitive
construetion and cannot be considered well adapted for the
production of clean milk. Much attention has been paid
to the remedying of defects and in securing improvements
as regards air space, flooring, walls, roofs and drainage.
Speaking generally all the premises are in as good a
sanitary condition as their structures and surroundings
permit,

MILK (MOTHERS AND CHILDREN) ORDER,
1919,

On November 12th, 191.9, the Council adopted a
recommendation of the Health Committee that authority
be given to supply milk for expectant and nursing
mothers and for children under five years of age at less
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than cost price or free to necessitous cases. In virtue
of this authority millt was supplied to 49 families during
the remainder of the year at an average cost of £5 8s.
per week, the proportion of mothers (usually nursing)
to children being about 15 per cent., the remainder being
fairly equally divided between babies under one and
children between one and five years of age.

Only 7 per cent. received the millk at half cost the
remaining 93 per cent. obtaining a gratuitous supply.
The milk distributed was in the dried form and none
was given except after inquiry and report by a health
visitor concerning the circumstances of the applicants
and only in ruitable cases as determined by the Medical
Officer in attendance at the Welfare Centres.

The system worked laboriously but satistactorily as
it was difficult for any one to impose upon those
responsible for its administration and there were no
vexatious restrictions upon its advantages being con-
ferred upon really needy cases. The amount of dried
milk sold at cost price per week through the medium
of the Centres under the control of the Medical Officer in
charge was about 270 Ibs., equivalent in value to £30
sterling,

MEAT.

The existence of 28 private slaughterhouses
at which the whole of the slaughtering within the district
is carried on and to which 990 visits of inspection were
paid during the year, renders efficient meat inspection
impossible.  Although the possession of a special
qualification in meat inspection by many of the inspectors
is of considerable advantage in checking the sale of
unsound meat and other foods at the shops throughout
the district, it is not practicable to inspect all the meat
before it leaves the slaughterhouses as the slaughtering
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is done at approximately the same time and on the same
days in all of them. Under the circumstances the
Department has to depend upon the restraining influence
which irregularly paid visits of inspection exercise upon
trade in unwholesome or diseased meat. The large
quantity of dead meat introduced into the distriet cannot
be inspected until it reaches the shops for the purpose of
being sold to the consumer. The slaughterhouses are
kmall in size and are generally well kept but structurally
and in reference to their surroundings some of them eall
for abandonment. The powers possessed by the Council
under their Aet of 1910 to acquire by agreement any
slaughterhouse within the distriet and to agree with the
owner, lessee and occupler of any slaughterhouse for the
abolition of slaughtering therein on such terms and con-
ditions as may be arranged between the parties concerned
cannot be applied under present economic conditions but
until this step will be taken and supplemented by the
erection of a suitable municipal slaughterhouse the control
of the quality of the meat slaughtered in the distriet
cannot be thorough and satisfactory.

Altogether a total of 1,616 1bs of meat and 130 lbs
of offal were destroyed as showing the presence of tuber-
culosis, the meat being surrendered for destruction by
the owners.

The status of the slaughterhouses in the distriet is
set out in the following table:—

In In Jan., In Deec.
1914. 1920. 1920.
Registered e e 8 3 3
Licensed i ik 29 25 25

37 28 28



81

OTHER FOODS.

There are 147 bakehouses within the district; they
are small and the number of persons employed are few.
These received 498 visits of inspection during the year.
There are no underground bakehouses as defined in the
Factory and Workshop Act, 1901,

No case of food poisoning was recorded in the district
during the year. The action taken upon the consideration
by the Health Committee of the Memorandum received
from the Ministry of Health concerning outbreaks of
food poisoning will be dealt with more appropriately in
the report for 1921.

HOUSING.

I.—GENERAL HOUSING CONDITIONS.

1.—At the close of the year under review there were
28,321 houses in the district. It is estimated that of
these 26,836 were of a type suitable for the accommodation
of the working classes. Only one new house—in Ward
4—was erected and passed for occupation in the course of
the year. Out of a total of 2562 plans of various kinds
approved by the Council in 1920 only 11 were of dwelling-
houses.

Moreover it was considered necessary to issue closing
orders in respect of 17 houses, and one closing order in
respect of a cellar-dwelling tenement was determined, the
overlying and underlying tenements having been combined
to form one house, the original arrangement being thus

restored.
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Of the 17 closing orders made during the year under
review, 13 were in respect of houses situated in Edward
Street, Maerdy. The portion of this locality of which
the upper end of Edward Street forms part became
seriously disturbed by ground movement, generally
believed to be due to the effect of colliery operations.
T'he disturbance was so serious as to require the closure of
13 of the houses, some situated on each side of the street.
The drainage arrangements of the western side of the
street were so disturbed that the back areas of many
houses were partially flooded with sewage and in one or
two instances the condition had to be temporarily relieved
by the formation of an open gutter through the houses
imto the street and in most of the other instances the
occupiers were compelled to carry away the excess of
sewage by means of buckets and other receptacles. In
six Instances the movement caused the collapse of the
garden retaining walls, which were about 6ft. high at
this point, with the result that the sanitary conveniences
became inaccessible.  Both the Council and the local
Colliery Company earried out certain temporary ameliora-
tive works such as drainage. The Council also, on the
urgent representation of the Health Committee and in
the entire absence of adequate housing accommodation in
Maerdy or elsewhere within the urban area, decided to
erect some temporary buildings out of material obtainable
in the form of surplus war stores. Seven huts or
bungalows were built at one end of Maerdy Recreation
Ground and were occupied before the end of the year by
the dispossessed tenants from the womst of the condemned
houses in Edward Street. They are built of corrugated
iron lined with matchboarding, brick columns being
provided for the fireplaces and stacks. The accommoda-
tion consists of a commodious kitchen containing a small
cooking range, 2 bedrooms, a scullery, pantry and
sanitary conveniences. They are properly drained and
sewered and obtain their water supply from the mains of
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the Joint Water Board. They are not artificially lighted.
Their erection was a measure adopted under the stress of
urgent circumstances and it was hoped that they would
be recognized by the Ministry of Health as an approvable
contribution to the Council’s housing schemes. Recent
information however indicates that no financial assistance
will be received from the Ministry, especially in' view of
the ruthless curtailment of expenditure which the
Ministry have felt called upon to advocate and to practise
since these huts were erected. They cost approximately
£400 each and are rented at 7s. 3d. each per week, the
rates being payable by the Council.  The occupants
generally consider themselves comfortably housed, the
chief grievance arising from the small size of the bedrooms
and the inadequate protection against extremes of weather
conditions (heat, cold and wet) which they afford.

If the seven huts at Maerdy be included, eight new
dwelling-houses were passed for occupation during the
year but as 17 were condemned as unfit, there was a nett

decrease of 9 in the total number of houses available in
the district.

The appended table sets out the number of houses
passed for occupation from year to year since 1898: —

In 1898 there were 317 new houses passed for occupation.
s» 189Y & 157 2!

L HE

,» 1900 S AR s v -
» 1901 it N8BT, 3 '
» 1902 ST BB " 3
n 1903 L 43-} th LH 1
»» 1904 SRR £ " -
» 1905 c e = 5
,» 1906 it e BTB) 14, 1iv " .
,, 1907 SRR 5 L b o

1 19&8 (3] ng 33 13
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In 1909 there were 1,025 new houses passed for occupation.

s 1910 - 026 5 - S
mn 1911 " TBB LE] 1 1y
,, 1912 = 489 5 * -
s 1918 35 858 5 - ¥
,y 1914 o 208 e o o
.,y 1915 53 146 -+ v 5
, 1916 o 129 e - -
) 191? EE ] 26 13 my 1
13 1918 b ] 1“ F 3 ] "
1 1919 13 1 23 ] 1
3 1920 " 1 5

1y mn
(plus seven huts at Mardy.)

The figures shown in the table require no comment
except that, unfavourable though they are, they under-
rate rather than exaggerate the progressive seriousness
of the shortage of houses which recently has been taking
place, for the number of houses actually available for the
accommodation of the Rhondda community has been
diminishing since 1918 owing to the excess of houses
condemned as unfit for occupation over both the new
houses passed for occupation and the condemned houses
which have been rendered fit and re-occupied.

2.—(a) The population as estimated by the Registrar-
General was 184,999 at mid-summer. The average
annual increase of population for the five years before
the war amounted to 3,495. Should the industrial
prosperity of the district continue it is anticipated that
the working class population will within the next three
years inecrease by about 1,000, due to developments in
the coal mining industry and the consequent immigration
of that number into the district.

For some years the growth of the population exceeded
the supply of new houses, and it is estimated that during
the term of years mentioned (next ‘three years) not
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fewer than 3,400 additional houses will be required to
meet the needs of the inhabitants of the district, due
allowance being made for existing overcrowding, the
** natural increase’ of the population, the probable excess
of immigration over emigration due to industrial
development and the number of houses and tenements
requiring closure owing to their unfitness for human
habitation.

(b) The total number of houses which may be stated
to have been provisionally approved for the Rhondda at
the end of the year by the Ministry of Health under the
Housing, Town Planning, &e., Act, 1919, was 284, of
which 88 at Penygraig in the larger valley and 164 at
Maerdy, at the head of the smaller valley, come under
Section 1 and the remaining 32, situated in three localities
in the larger valley, come under Section 12 (3) of the Act.
Owing to inability to raise the required amount of money
by Local Bonds or other means, contracts have been
entered into only in respect of the last group of 32 and
of 44 at Penygraig, the cost averaging approximately
£1,000 a house. FKighteen of the 44 at Penygraig had
been commenced at the end of the year, three contractors
being independently engaged at the work. No effective
steps have yet been taken towards the erection of the
remaining 44 at Penygraig or of the 164 at Maerdy. The
housges at Maerdy will be placed in two groups of 112 and
52 respectively, the larger group being apportioned to a
site in Maerdy itself and the other group to a site adjacent
to Maerdy cemetery rituated between Maerdy and
Ferndale. The latter is recognized as the better site
and 1t is intended to build upon it first and lay-out plans
for 52 houses have been submitted by Mr. Eli Taylor, the
Council’s Engineer and Surveyor, to the Ministry’s
Housing Commissioner at Cardiff for approval. It is not
expected that all the 76 houses for which contracts have
been let will be finished in the course of 1521,
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Having regard to the length of time which the
Council’s housing schemes under Section 1 of the Hous-
ing, Town Planning, &ec., Act, 1919, would take to
materialize, a survey of the whole district was made by
the Health Department for the purpose of ascertaining
whether any unused premises were unnecessarily empty
and, if so, whether their acquisition and, if needed, their
adaptation by the Council under Section 12 of the Act
would cerve materially fto add to the accommodation
availlable 1n the distriet.

The premises which came under observation number-
ed 61 but 1t was concluded, on consideration of the
circumstances attaching to each case, that it would not be
worth while to entertain their acquisition by the Counecil
in the case of 30 of them, among the reasons justifying
such conclusion being their recent or pending occupation,
their inaccessibility without serious interference with
other parties and the great cost of adaptation required in
relation to the accommodation which would be provided.
It was estimated that the accommodation placed at the
disposal of the Council if the remaining 31 premises were
acquired would serve for the lodgment of 362 persons.
Detailed investigations and estimates were made by Mr.
T. Hazledine Barber, the Council’s Surveyor, regarding
some of these premises and the Housing Commissioner was
consulted but the mnegotiations entered into with the
owners did not lead to the aequisition by agreement of

any of the premises before the end of the year under
review.

IT.—OVERCROWDING.

The prevalence of overcrowding which existed even
before the war has since become much more pronounced.
Some instances undoubtedly occur where houses are
wilfully overcrowded, either by the sub-letfing of a
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portion of a house or by the accommodation of an excessive
number of lodgers and where the conditions do not
extenuate the practice, but examples due to sheer force
of circumstances owing to the great dearth of suitable
accommodation are far more numerous. Houses intended
originally for the accommodation of single families
have thus become occupied in a very large number of
cases by two or even more familias per house. The
systematic inspections that are Leing dailly made for
various reasons show conclusively that the proportion of
houses thus utilized is greatly on the increase.  The
overcrowding thus occasioned can only be relieved by
the erection of a sufficitent number of new houses as
already stated. Under thease conditions no effective
action towards the abatement of the overerowding can
be taken. During the year, 22 notices were served to
abate overcrowding but in only three instances were the
notices complied with, the institution of legal proceedings
in order to enforce the abatement being considered un-
justifiable in any of the remainder.

III.—THE FITNESS OF HOUSES.

The housing accommodation in the distriet, generally
gpeaking, cannot be classified as old, there being a pre-
ponderance of comparatively new houses which are fairly
well built, usually of Pennant sandstone obtained locally.
There is shown however a great lack of variety in the
plan and elevation of the houses which generally arve
arranged in long terraces or streets relieved only by
changes in gradient and aspect as the streets follow the

irregular contour of the ground.

A small minority of the houses are furnished with
baths, the type of house normal to the district consisting
of parlour, kitchen, pantry, scullery, sanitary econven-
iences and coal house on the ground floor and three bed-
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rooms on the first floor, the scullery and offices being
usually arranged in the form of a one-storey projection.

The defects found in the inspected houses
commonly consisted of defective walls, roofs, doors,
deficient or defective yard paving, dilapidated floors,
insufficient light and ventilation of bedrooms, dilapidated
structure of W.C. and deficient or defective flushing
appliances, defective eave shoots and down spouts, dirty
condition of floors, walls and eceilings.

A great many of these defects could be attributed on
the one hand to the deliberate neglect of their properties
on the part of the wonst type of owner or, on the other
hand, to lack of skilled labour and the almost prohibitive

price of materials on the part of the more conscientious
owners,

In view of these factors militating against the restora-
tion to a habitable condition and the maintenance in a
. proper state of repair of the distriet’s houses generally,
the Counecil, in pursuance of a poliey previously decided
upon, showed considerable activity in applying their
powers under the Housing Acts, especially under Seetion
28 of the Housing, Town Planning, &e. Aet, 1919.
Thus out of a total number of 3,208 houses systematically
inspected, 3,123 were considered as not in all respeets fit
for human habitation and were the subject of notices
served upon the owners with the result that 294 were
repaired without the necessity of further action by the
Council. After the lapse of a suitable interval and after
due notice to the owners, the Council’s staff, under the
direction and supervision of the Surveyor, entered 76 of
the houses unattended to by the owners and earried out
the work required to be done. In very many of these
instances, the properties were very old and neglected,
very dilapidated and in need of some structural alteration






90

APPENDICES—STATISTICS FOR 1920.

HOUSING CONDITIONS.

1. GENERAL.

Estimated Population ... ... 184,999
General Death-rate 12.1
Death-rate from tuberculosis ... .95
Infantile Mortality 104

No. of dwelling-houses of all clabses e 28,821
No. of working-class dwelling-houses ... 26,836
No. of new working-class dwelling-houses

erected ... |

o =~ < B U IO

*Also 7 huts at Maerdy for the accommodation of
tenants displaced at Edward Street.

2. UNFIT DWELLING-HOUSES.
I.—Inspection.

1. Total number of dwelling-houses inspected

for housing defects (under Public Health
or Housing Acts) ... oo 3,208

o

No. of dwelling-houses which were inspec-
ted and recorded under the Housing
(Inspection of District) Regulations, 1910 1

3. No. of dwelling-houses found to be 1n a
state so dangerous or injurious to health
as to be unfit for human habitation ... 17

4. No. of dwelling-houses (exclusive of those
referred to under the preceding sub-
heading) found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for human habitation ... 3,123
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C. DProceedings under Sections 17 and 18 of
the Housing, Town Planning &e. Act, 1909.
1. No. of representations made with a view to
the making of Closing Orders ... 17
2. };n. of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Closing Orders were made. .. 17
3. No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which

Closing Orders were determined, the
dwelling-houses having been rendered fit 1

4. No. of dwelling-houses in respect of which
Demolition Orders were made ... 1

No. of dwelling-houses demolished in pur-
suance of Demolition Ordems ... R -

L |

3. UNHEALTHY AREAS.
Areas represented to the Local Authority

with a view to Improvement Schemes under (a)
Part I., or (b) Part I1., of the Act of 1890: —

1. Name of area... B L
2. Acreage R o 112
5. No. of \'ﬁrﬂll\.l]lg-('laﬁb ]_H}uww in area PR 1 -

4. No. of working-class persons to be dnpl%ed Nil.

4. NUMBER OF HOUSES NOT COMPLYING
WITH THE BUILDING BYE-LAWS
Erected with consent of local Authority

under Section 25 of the Housing, Town

Planning, &c., Act, 1919... 7
Huts at Maerdy
(see Text).

9. STAFF ENGAGED ON HOUSING WORK WITH
BRIEFLY THE DUTIES OF EACH OFFICER.

The time of four housing inspectors is devoted to

duties under the Housing Acts and the Housing Regula-
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RAG FLOCK ACT, 1911.

Although arrangements have been made for the
examination of samples of Rag Flock at the Cardift
and County Public Health Laboratory, an occasion
for their application did not arise in the course of the
year. Very little rag flock as such is used in the distriet,
the industries or trades in which this material forms an
important or essential article being carried on but to a
slight extent in the distriet.

SHOPS ACTS. 1912 AND 19153.
Number of Shops in distriet i 1919 ... |

New Shops established in 1920 ... 399
Shops removed from Register in 1920 ... Lol TEEDON
Net Increase of Shops in 1920 ... L
Number of Shops in distriet in 1920 ... o 2,645
Number of Shops subject to Local Closing
Orders ... R 1
Number of Shops in which Assistants arve
employed e 100
Number of Shops exempted from Weekly Half-
Holiday Ovder ... e 13859

Number of Shops in which Assistants are em-
ployed that are exempted from Weekly

Half-Holiday Order ... 500
Number of Assistants in exempted Shops... 6T
Legal Proceedings taken under Shops Acts dur-

ing 1919 72

As may been seen by reference to the section ** Police
Court Proceedings,” 72 persons were proceeded against,
during the year, for offences against the provisions of the
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Shops Acts or the Ulosmng Orders made thereunder.
Principal offences were the sale of provisions and failure
to close premises after prohibited hours and the non-
exhibition of statutory notices.

There was a net increase of 108 shops in the district
during the year. On reference to the accompanying table
it will be seen that this difference is the result, not of the
mere establishment of 108 new shops throughout the
district during the year the already existing ones remain-
ing the same, but of the balance between 291 shops
which ceased to exist and 399 newly established ones. It
will therefore be appreciated that the changes so frequently
taking place require constant surveillance on the part of
the two inspectors.  The number of prosecutions is
evidence of the eloser supervision now rendered possible
by the return to duty, after the war, of Inspector T.
Usborne, the whole of the urban district having during
his absence received the attention of only his colleague
whose services had been retained.

There was during the year an merease of the male
assistants employed from 1,087 to 1,139 but a decrease of
females from 1,512 to 1,478 the net increase being only
eighteen.

Towards the end of the year the Shops (Early Clos-
ing) Act, 1920, was issued and had the effect of continuing
until the end of 1921 the General Early Closing Orders
for Shops which had been made under No. 10B. of the
Defence of the Realm Regulations. The enactment also
provides that the Order shall cease to be an Order and shall
be administered in the area of any local authority as if it
were a Closing Order made and confirmed under the
Shops Aect, 1912. Hence the duty of enforcing the
Order, which has hitherto rested with the Police Author-
ities, has been transferred to the local authorities under
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Table

7.

Number of Births, Birth-rate, number of Deaths of
Children under one year of age, Infantile Mortality-rate,
number of Deaths, and Death-rate in each year since 1891,

1 Number of] Infantile
Nﬂﬁfﬁlﬂr General | Deaths of [Mortality- Hrl;?ltﬁfer Grf::{]?‘l
YEAR. of Birth-rate | ehildren rate o ats =
- er 1,000. under one | per 1,000

Births | P yearofage. Ibi:ths. Deaths. |per 1,000.
1891 3.935 443 862 219 2 285 a5+4
1892 | 8,916 42 9 757 193 1,804 198
1803 4.149 443 Qa2 295 2132 oo -g
15894 3,715 3w q Ta7 904 1,706 179
1895 4,245 431 597 235 2.246 Q3-8
1825 4,328 429 B55 194 2,105 a0-8
1897 4,109 397 838 204 2,044 20-1
1848 4,120 388 793 192 1,979 188
1899 4,089 375 1,016 248 2.419 224
19010 4,469 400 839 158 2,181 199
1901 4 5806 400 1,020 SaeaeR 2,431 212
1902 4 937 418 883 179 2190 156
1903 4,897 40-3 77 159 1,998 164
*1904 4,860 285 025 1910 2 345 18-
1905 4 664 ab-2 027 199 2,402 186
1906 4. 751 348 821 173 2074 156
1907 4,831 35-3 T82 162 2 133 156
1908 | 5,454 88°7 1,002 184 2.516 179
1909 5,877 384 724 180 2 231 15-4
1910 5,628 37T 770 137 2.181 146
1911 5.491 357 o022 164 2. 3562 15-3
1912 5,236 331 GG 127 2,182 138
1913 5,505 340 766 139 2,360 146
1914 5,058 342 762 137 2,410 148
1915 4,983 30°0 267 114 2218 142
1916 4,481 26°8 471 105 1,940 126
1917 | 4,145 24-1 425 103 1,977 12-8
1918 | 4,346 26-3 448 103 2,340 15-9
1919 | 4,263 23.0 474 111 2,111 11-9
1920 | 5,046 278 526 104 2237 1214







the principal Zymotic Diseases since 1900.
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Table 12.

Showing the number of Deaths in the Rhondda from

o =
o (S WL P e = 2
ey — = ="y (=] i =
Year. || 32 o |22 £ =l s |8 &
% & @ =21 2 2= I=RE| d
] — el e 0 = = =23~ e
=l S 2= 8| 8 |[E8| A

7 R K EfES

i =
1900 (-| 121 B5| 568|125 |-| 24| — | 118
1901 |- 2 43 | 33 | 135 |-| 53 | — | 327
1902 | 1| 109 27140 | 81 |-121 | — | 109
1903 | - 8 38 | b2 42 |- 44 | — | 109

i

1904 |-| 102 | 20|58 | 82 |-|42 | — | 211
1906 |-| 84 |11 55| 16 |-| 15 1| 172
1906 |- | 24 02yl 25 (-2 | — | M6
1907 |-| B8 9126 20 |—-|92| — | 147
1908 |- | 102 TI154| 32 |-]21 | — | 319
1909 (- | 47 15 | 27 35 |=-| 4| — | 120
1910 (-| 25 24 | 41 15 121 — | 116
1911 |-} 144 19118 21 |-| 18| — | 8313
1912 1| 127 19 | 80 19 (=116 | — | 39
1913 |-| 57 |22|156| 53 [(—-|12]| 1| 174
1914 (-| B4 10| 44| 36 (-] 6| — | 103
1915 |-| 5B 12 | 47| 29 |-| 9| — | 58
1916 |- | 41 8| 14 17T |- 8| — | &9
1917 |-| 52 5|26 23 1| 6| — 16
1918 (-| 89 5| a7 11 |=| 5| —=| 27
1919 |-| 25 4|38 19 [-| 65| —| 2
1920 |-| 110 [29 | 24| 24 |-| 2| — | 23

Total
Zymotie
Deaths.

481
595
389
293
460
354
311
292
535
258
282
533

354

213
140
129
174
117
214

Zymotic
Death-rate.

o e o e |
T T . - -

85
2-7
2-4
21
3-8
1-8
16
35
19
2-1
17
14

12

1-2

Average
Zymotie
eath-
rate of
Ten
Y ears.

— E———

b




109

R u;_ iz | — || — | = | vo|ws | — |— | o [sn] w [sv]| vo. [or| on [6s | — 036¥
=iy — ler.|| — | — 10. = = er. |1 || Lo. [ 12| €0 | go.|| OT. |¥T°]] — | — || 6161
—_ W 1 wﬂ — m“ 2 | S - nW. MM = o FL. |L0. || 6G. | $G.| &0. | g0.f| B8 |09. | — | — || 8I6L
— (80| 681 — ot = —_ 0. | F0. — | T0- gl. |ST. €. | LI.|| 0. | g0.}| 0E. |¥E. e Bt | (51411 1
— |eo0ll oFt — loe. || — | — eo. leo. | — '— || ¥t (1L || 91. |60-f| ¥0. |co.|| I |L& | — | — || 9161
— %1/ €& — e |l — — ¥0. | 90. — | — €l. (6. ) T1& | 08| 90. | go.|| &% [LE || — | — || ST6I
— |1l zsz — lz20. || — - cn. | 2. e el. |0a || 12 | L] so. | 90| %2 [e& || — | — | wi6L
— |18l ¥ee — Il — — | F0. | |0. —_ | = Gl. |88. || #1. | 60.)| 90 | #1.|| 83 |[S8. || — | — || ET6L
— le1ll oo — lezll — | — | 0. lot. | — | — Il |3L || €& | 16| €0. | gL.|| 96 |08 || — | — | &I6L
g8.1 la.e|l egc o)1 202 — — Lo. | Z1. B = €1. |PI1. & | 8T.|| 0. | aI.{| 9% |P6. || — | — || TI6L
66° |9-1! =ze3 63 |l — — ¢o. | |0, T | al. |0T. || ¥& | L&.|| 90. | 9l. o [LL || — | — || O16L
i1 (81 scz gz |er. || — — a0, | g0. = | ¥L |¥e. || 06 | 61| 60. | QL. f| €. £E. _F = | — || 608l
61 |sgll cec |loc |ted — | — | Lo |on. || — |— | €% |6 |[ L5 |G| 80. | cO.f| Za |8L || — [ || S06T
z R 0. | 9 - | — 9T. |¥l. || 65 | 6T.( 60. | L0.|| 98 |O%. || =— | — || LoOGBI
981 | 1.2 || ©66 66 | 80.1 | L0 I. e ez | wll or 1z |8t ==l
g1 I+ | 118 1B 7 |l S| mm. 20 (Bl i [F7:358 L8 6 g mw. mm. oo = =
- n- L] (1. T L] L, L ] e = £ . . - = & it & A
mﬁmuﬂ w.m www ww NM“ — LbEE Mﬁ. mw —_ | — Ll. |96 || ¥#& |[©F.| 1L |or.| 98. [I8. ) T0- | — | POGI
9%-1 | ¥-¢|| €65 ¢. lo6.| — | — | or |es ST 8. ¥8. || L& |@r.| @l |18| L& |90. __ 80- | — || S0BT
vo.1 |ee|| ese |[se |e6. || — | — | e |sn || — | — | € [89 || 63 |38] €I | g5 8. (68 || 80. 800 Z06T
ﬁ'. m m. w .h.-mm. ._”ﬁ_. .m.ﬂ.N- —_— — h.—”. ﬂ.m__l —= p— hm. m._”._ ._”_ _“rm..'._ mm-_ m.—.._._ h.m. hm. W_ﬁ-. Hﬁ-. H r .-.E.—
TN ST O R e BT el el B L S 0 R S 60.1/ 10 | 06T
= 2 | & w | B ol e g = (| & = | - 2 o
2o | Bl g ol2E\BiEm| = as) BI2EIE2E SIES SN AR BB CEIE
e e =] =n | B Bl B ] =T 1 |
HHERE BRI E I E B EIH B
g2 (B & |gE|F|gR| P |FR| ¥R |F [ER | P ERIPRR|F] g F] B P ey
_ ‘uoo aplung | orzequg || csuyd{g, A |
- b i ‘gano Jgaa :
et 1L orjomAy|| "B LIBI(] wrarpydigg Raog) sapswaly | -xod-[emg
agomiy H EH.PH ! AT : U Smdooy gy | 391100g

‘(3urar; poo‘1 10d) sepepy pue pue[Suy ur seswes|( Ie[IUNIE JO BEOI[}

quM eppuony 8q) Ul ‘0ZGT-0061 sieed oyj Sunnp sesessyq onowmiy woay sejed-13ea(q 9} Sumvdmop—"€1 @|qe.L



110

Table 18,

showing the number of cases, and incidence of the
Notifiable Diseases in the Rhondda since compulsory
notlﬁcatmn was adnpted in 189-1

- - —

e —— -

qu:-ldam;e fp\.r

Year. Cases Estimated 1,000 o
Notified. Population. Pupnln.tmn
1894 625 95,904 6.6
1895 933 98,356 9.5
1896 1,241 100,870 12.3
1897 1,031 103,445 9.9
1898 1,652 106,094 15.6
1899 2,700 108,807 24.8
1900 3,214 111,587 28.8
1901 3,039 114,587 26.5
1902 1,879 118,020 16.9
1903 1,597 121,557 13.1
1904 1,240 125,199 8.9
1905 034 128,951 4.1
1906 ik 132,814 5.9
1907 T73 136,794 5.7
1908 G 8262 i 140,894 e 6.1
1909 1,091 145,11€ 7.6
1910 1,630 149,464 10.2
1911 1,261 153,775 8.2
1912 1,652 157,951 10.5
1913 1,820 162,137 11.2
1914 1.64¢F 162,592 10.1
1915 1,274 156,260 8.2
1916 3,572 153,873 23.3
1917 3,376 154,388 21.9
1918 4,015 147 296 27.2
1919 2,254 177,911 12.7
1920 5 2 442 13*[- BBB 13-2

a——

=
L —

S e
E———————

Searlet F ever, T h-}ul Fever, Dlphtherm Erympalas and Puerpera
Fever, became nﬂt.l able on 1st J anuary, 1804,

Pulmonary Tuberculosis became notifiable on 1st January, 1912.

All otber forms of Tuberculosis became notifiable on 1st February,
1915.

Cerebro-spinal Fever and Acute Poliomyelitis becume notifiable on
1st September, 1912.

Mphtha.lmm Neonatorum becan:e notifiable on 1st April, 1914,

asles and German Measles were notifiable from 1st January, 1916,

to 31st. December, 1919.

Acute Encephalitis Lethargica and Acute Polio Encephalitis became
notifiable on 1st January, 1919.

Acunte Priniary Pnenmonia, Acute Influenzal Pneumonia, Malaria,
Dysentery, and Trench Fever became notifiable on 1st March, 1919,

e
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Table

50.

Summary of District Inspectors’ work during 1920, as reported
to M,0.H. each week.

DISTRICT. Total.| 1 2 3| 4 5| 6
Cases of Infections Disease investi- _
gated ...| 1579 384{ 273 256| 177, 280| 209
Revisits to:—
Infected Houses ..| B850 1663(1276] 643 | 49517621011
Unabated Nuisances and Unramedmd t
Defects ... 24533 54953520 3460 (5473 3075 3530
Slanghter Houses | 990 285 177 84| 205 135 104
Lodging Houses 484 — [ 310] — | 174 — | —
Bakehouses 498 10| 73| 127| 117| 44 127
Dairies 204 7| 59 22| 32| 42| 42
Factories and kas]mps 541 20| 146/ 39| 65| 101} 170
Disinfections ... 1337 311| 244| 191 | 175 274/ 142
New Baildings (drains nf) 278 29| 67| 118| 10| 46) 3
Special Complaints received .| 344 46| 53 151 76| —| 18
Letters written to abate Nuisances : |
By Inspector ... ...| 2271 176| 432 423| 378| 536/ 306
Referred to M.O.H. 60d] %3 176, 97| 64| 171 13
Referred to Council 1184) 167 325 89| 122 419 62
New Buildings certified 8 — 1 — | = | = 7
Drain connections :—
No. of Connections made B 1 - = | — .1
No. of Houses connected 11] 4 —- | = | = 7
No.of Houses connected to date . 3‘31]44;;-1-9!} 43714579 4232 5004 4269
No. of Houses unconnected to date|] 277 21| 12| 58| 63| 53] 20
Scavenging—Fines inflicted :—
Without Brush o — | === |=|=|—
Without Bell ... —_ | === | ===
Without Cover to Cart . — | === |=|=|=
Improper use of Cover ... — | === —=1— |
Improper use of Cart . — | === =|—|—
Failing to send ont Cart 45/- | 15/- | 25/- | — | &= |—
Neglecting Back Lanes... —_ | === ===
Neglecting to use Brush - === ==
Neglecting to Clear Ashbin 10/- 110+ — | — | — | — | —
Scavenging after 1 [fl 126 | — |126| — | — | — | —
Depositing on unaut urlzedgmund 30/- 122/6) &5/-| — (2/6 ]| — | —

i
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Rbondda UWrban District.
Table L
Vital Statistics of Whole Distriet during 1920 and previous years.

oy Total Deaths Net Deaths belonging
=l BirTHS. _ registered | Transferable to the Distriet.
g7 = inthe Distriet| Deaths. =
e Under 1 year
Year.| =53 | B, b s 5| zgg| otese At all ages,
E_.._'l- @ ] i 4 mgt £ EE a
= 5 i = =] B 2. ! .
£ES |EE| 2 | ¢ | E | 5 |sBdA|%%A| 2 |235 £ | &
So|85| B | 8| 5 | & [Pede| s § |28 & | §
T e
) 2 3 4 5 i 1 8 g 10 | 11 12 13

J BER )
1915 | 156,260 | 4,960 | 4,983 *30°0 E,HR' 1375 43 113 | 567 | 114 | 2,218 | 14°2

1916 | 153,373 | 4,481 | ... |"26'8 |1,845| 120 | 135 130 | 471 | 105 | 1,940 | 12'6

19017 | 154,388 ({4,145 | ... [*24-1 |1,851| 120 | 425 | 151 | 425 | 103 | 1,977 | 12:8

1918 | 147,296 4,346 | ... ["263 |2,224| 1571 | 139 155 | 448 | 103 | 2,340 | 15-9

1919 | 177,911 !.4,2133 | e i'ﬂ:]'ﬂ 2024 | 114 | 125 i 112 | 474 | 111 {2,011 ] 119
=kl |

1920 | 184,999 (5,046 ... |*"273 | 2,129 | 115 27 IJiSE 526 | 104 | 2,237 | 121

NotEs :—This table is arranged to show the gross births and deaths in the distriet and
the births and deaths properly belonging to it with the corresponding rates. The cor-
rected number of births 1s not available for the years 1916. 1917, 1918, 1919 and 1920.

Rates in Columns 5, 7, and 13 are caleulated per 1,000 of estimated population.

*The birth-rate (Columan 5) is in accordance with the adviee of the Registrar-General,
galculated upon a population
in 1916 of 166,873
in 1917 of 172,000
in 1918 of 165,041
in 1919 of 185,329
in 1920 of 184,999

The deaths included in Column 6 are the whole of those registered during the year as
having actually ocenrred within the district. The deaths inclnded in Column 12 are the
number in (Column 6, corrected by the subtraction of the number in Column 8 and the
addition of the number in Column 9. Deaths in Column 10 are similarly corrected by the
subtraction of deaths under one included in the number given in Column 8 and by the
addition of the deaths under one inclnded in the nnmber given in Column 9.

+ The numbers in Column 8 marked thus (1) include soldiers who died in the distriet,
viz :— 2 in 1916

3 in 1917
8 in 1918
5 in 1919

¢ Transferable Deaths ¥ are deaths of persons who, having a fixed or usual residence
in England or Wales, die in a district other than that in which they resided.
Area of Distriet in acres
iexclusgive of area w\'erad} 23,886.

by water).
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Table M. 13 (L.G.B.)

Causes of Death in Bhordda Urban Districy for 1920,

Causes of Death.

ALL CAusgs (Civilians nnl:r,r}
Enterie Fever -

Small-pox ...
Measles
Searlet Fever

Whooping cough
[!lmhtherm. and croup .
uenza ..
?'mpela.fs

MOonary tuhemulums
10 I‘ubernulous meningitis
11 Other tuberculous diseases
12 Cancer, malignant disease
13 Rheumatic fever
14 Meningitis -
15 {}r;ﬁamc heart disease
16 Bronchitis ..
17 Pneumonia (all for ms}l
18  Other respiratory diseases
19 Diarrheea, &c. (under 2 years)
20 Appendicitis and typhlitis
21 Cirrhosis of liver .
21A Aleoholism
22 Nephritis and Bright’ s disease
23 Puerperal fever
24 Parturition, apart fr O-I‘n pnerpeml fever
25 Congenital d{eElllt -
26 Violence, apart frm:n mun:-.u;le
27 Suicide i s
98 Other defined diseases
29 Causes ill-defined or unknown
Special Canses (included in above)—

Cerebro-spinal fever

Poliomyelitis

Ence;ﬂm]ma Letharglca.
Deaths of infants under 1 year of :B.gﬂ
Deaths of Illegitimate Infants do.

= s e T

ToraL BIRTHS
Legitimate .
Hlegitimate e
PoOPULATION

'

GENERAL REGISTER OFFICE,

SoMERSET HousEg, LoNDoN, W.C.2

Males. Females.

1235 1020
3 o5 i
5? - '59
14 16
10 15
10 13
2 —
7o a8
11 S 15
11 T
o4 71
10 15
(i - 4
69 76
154 104
138 47
16 B 10
32 g 33
4 B ! ]

i1 : 1
23 ’ 21
— F 9
= i 17
102 63
] 23
3 Sk 3
287 : 255
a3 2 4

1 1
2 G 1

1 3

March, 1921
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Couxcittor  THOMAS GRIFFITHS, J.P.
,  BENJAMIN DAVIES.
., ARTHUR JAMES COOK.
,  JOHN TALWRN JONES.
,,  EDWARD THOMAS WOOD (3 months).
5 LLEWELLYN JONES (9 months).
.,  THOMAS REES.
.,  JOHN KANE
,  ROWLAND HUGHES.

v HENRY EDWARD MALTBY.

-1 JOHN WILLIAMS

» DANIEL EVANS, J.P.

- THOMAS BRYN THOMAS (6 months).
5 JOHN BOWEN (3 months).

0 ABEL JACOB, J.P.

Clerk to the Committee : Sir WALTER NICHOLAS.
Director of Education: T. W. BERRY.
Deputy Director of Education: R. R, WILLIAMS.,
architect: JACOB REES.
School Medical Officer: J. D. JENKINS.
Assistant School Medical Officers :
J. P. H. DAVIES.
HELENA G. JONES.
D. R. GILDER.

CAROLINE J. MACLENNAN
(for portion of year).
WILLIAM A. MURPHY
(for portion of year).
(Ophthalmic Surgeon: J. W. G. MYLER.
School Dental Surgeon: WILLIAM R. DAVIES
(for portion of year).
JAMES S. BARR
(for portion of year).

Medical Inspection Clerk: ANNIE M. EVANS.






Rhondda Urban District Council

To the Chairman and Members of the Education Committer
Lapy Nicuovras, Lapies AND GENTLEMEN,

I beg to submit to you my thirteenth annual report
as your School Medical Officer for the year ended
December 31st, 1920.

In the course of the year efforts were successfully
made towards the re-establishment of features of the school
medical service which were imtroduced prior to or during
the early stages of the war but which were suspended
owing to limitations imposed by the stress of its later
stages. Thus the services of a whole-time dentist were
available throughout the greater part of the year and the
medical staff was increased to correspond to some extent
with the additions made to our responsibilities by the Board
of Education. Unfortunately the progress made was
seriously interfered with by the destruction by fire of the
Ystrad Clinic and Welfare Centre which occurred in
March, and the temporary measures which were adopted
at Ynyshir and Ysirad to meet our most urgent needs are
unavoidably inadequate and are intended only to serve
until more permanent measures can be taken. Tt is satis-
factory to be able to state, however, that notwithstanding
the disability referred to, some progress was made during
the year under review, the total amount of work performed
in connection with the school mediecal service being a con-
siderable increase as compared with recent years. It is
however hoped that the general and local conditions will






Rhondda Urban District Council

GENERAL INFORMATION.

The total population of the Rhondda in 1920 was
estimated at 184,999 persons, of whom 35,027 were entered
in the registers of the elementary schools. The number
of schools and departments remained unaltered at 43 and
103 respectively, the total number of places provided
also remaining stationary at 36,923,

ADMINISTRATION,

The duties of School Medical Officer are carried out
by the Medical Officer of Health for the distriet, the ad-
ministrative machinery of the Health Department being
equally available in the interests of the public health and
gchool medical service.

For various reasons the staff of the department was
madequate throughout the year, and there were breaks in
the continuity of the services rendered in certain direefions.
Dr. J. P. H. Davies resumed his duties as Assistant
School Medical Officer on June 20th, afier a long leave of
absence, Dr. D. R. Gilder was available throughout the
whole year, Dr. William A. Murphy serverd from Feb.
1st to July 31st and was followed by Dr. Caroline J,
Maclennan on August 3lst. Mr. Willilam R. Davies
acted as whole-time dentist from January 5th to June 20th
and was succeeded by Mr. James Starke Barr from July
Gth to the end of the year.

The School Medical Service was much disorganised
by the fire which completely gutted the Council’s school
clinie at Trafalgar Street, Ystrad, on the night of the
17th-18th of March. The occurrence necessitated the
immediate suspension of the examination of referred cases
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being usually installed in the larger rooms. It 1s not
infrequently observed by the medical inspeciors that, in
cold weather, the heat 1s very unequally distributed owing
to the one-sided position of the source of heat. In a few
of the newer schools, the warming is satisfactorily effected
by means of hot water pipes and radiators connected with
a central boiler.

VentiLaTiON.—The schools are ventilated by natural
agencies by means of ventilators placed in windows,
roofs and walls. The practice of systematically opening
all means of ventilation during school intervals is as yet
far from umniversal. This simple and easily-carried-out
expedient materially helps to restore and maintain the
alertness of the children after a period of close application
to their work in a progressively deteriorating atmosphere.

CLEANLINESS AND GENERAL SaNiTarioN.—Ihere is
considerable variation in the standard of ecleanliness
maintained at the different schools, the structure and
condition of the school, the degree of surveillance
exercised by the headteacher and the conscientiousness of
the cleaner being the most important factors in this
connection. The windows in some of the schools are very
inaccessible to the (women) cleaners with the result that
they are allowed to become much less penetrable to light.

The closets are usually arranged in the trough system
but require more frequent and systematie flushing to give
satisfaction. Ome or two of the newest schools are pro-
vided with pedestal closets and their introduction is a
welcome inovation if only as an educative influence in
the proper use of appliances which are now to be found in
the vast majority of the homes in the distriet.

Cloak rooms and lavatories are generally provided but
the facilities for drying clothes are usually inadequate.
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Table I.

Number of Children Inspected from 1st January, 1920, to
81st December, 1920.

A.—Routine Medical Inspections.

Ir
i!

|
I
]
I

Inter-
mediate

Entrants.

Group. |

Girand
| .| . |Total.

Othe)

Age | 3| 4| 5

fi

Ages
Total
=]
o
—
[0
-
Other
Ages
Total

Boys (115 530 905 |:94 4[”5 ETEEE 1107 | 901 468 T4 | 1512701; 5453
|:21 ri"ﬁ 25060 11560 | 988 500 74 | 38 [2759| 5355

5 |
Girls | 79 -th lEI'{E F

— —-— —— —u-u1_— . s —— B —

Totals|194 998 |lbl:l'i' lolﬁlﬂ‘ﬂ ::dv-iﬁl; 2257 |1889) 977 148° 18915460| 10808
|

B.—Special Inspections,

e T e — AT

: Re-examinations
Intermediate Group Special (i.e. number of
. (other than 8 years). Cases. | children re-examined).
I
Boys .. 264 1647 3545
Gitls ... 188 2163 4221
Totals... 452 3810 7766

mmmr m————— ==
—

C.—Tofal Number of Individual Children Inspected—14,895.

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE FFACTS DISCLOSED BY
THE MEDICAL INSPECTION.

The medical inspection of school children having been
carried on during 1920 under more normal conditions than
had been possible during recent years, comparisons
between various periods rendered possible by statistical
refurns are becoming more trustworthy than during the
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war period, the constitution of the groups of the children
selected for examination being less disturbed and more
constant than during conditions calling for the inclusion
for examination of relatively larger numbers of cases of
the special type. The following table (No. 1) shows the
number, nature and percentage proportions of the defeets
discovered on the inspection of 14,895 children during
the year.

Table 1.
Proportion
No. of | per cent. of
Children | the number
Disease or Defect. suffering | suffering
from each | to the
disease number
or defect. | examined.
Skin : Contagions (excluding Ringworm) .. 279 | 1-:90
Skin : Non-contagious ik 83 | 066
Ringworm of head ... - | 0-49
Ringworm of body ... v BT 012
Heart disease 139 0-94
An@zmia ... 425 298
Lung disease (non- t.u'bemu]uua] 348 2:36
Hervons affections ... 43 0-29
Mentally defective ... o 66 045
Enlarged tonsils 692 470
Mouth Breathers & i 5 855 581
Adenoids ... 851 374
Enlarged glands [uun t.uhercu]uus] 1649 11-20
Defective speech 145 0-99
External eye disease... 372 253
Squint ... o 286 1-94
Defective vision 2161 1468
Ear disease 278 1-89
Deafness .. B 195 132
Carious teeth (4 or 'ITIDI'E} 2285 1552
Rickets ... e g 0-05
Hernia ... 21 014
Deformities and Tumaurs 157 107
Enlarged Thyroid Gland — —
Infectious Disease ... 14 010
Tuberculosis of Lungs 19 0-13
1T 38 Glﬂﬂl‘lﬁ E3 g wa 24 ﬂlﬁ
53 LT} B(H:IE T Ean war lﬂ l}m
o s» Other parts 8 0+05
,s Bl pa.rt..s 6l 0-41
Subnormal Nutrition .. 1305 887
General Neglect 142 010
Pediculosis S Ll 63 0-43
Other diseases = 133 0-90

—_—










xVi.

The impression left in the mind of those daily in contact with
the children attending our elementary schools is that they were
less well-nourished in 1920 than in the previous year.
The most common causes of mal-nutrition were referred
to in last year’s report and continue to be operative.
‘Whenever practicable the parents of the children showing
evidence of this condition are interviewed by the Medical
Inspectors at the school or elinie and the causes operating
in each case are as far as possible determined and advised
upon. Cases due to poverty are comparatively infrequent.
Those among them suspected to be in a pre-tubercular
state are also kept under observation and re-examined
from time to time. As regards the clothing and footgear
our more experienced Medical Inspector holds the opinion
that there has been an appreciable improvement shown
since the previous year. Instances of excessive clothing
are sometimes seen,

The following table gives the percentage proportion of
children showing defective nutrition and possessed of in-
adequate or insufficent elothing or footgear at the time
of their examination.

1917. 1918, 1919. 1920,

Sub-Normal Nuatrition ... | 3758 480 6-41 887
Inadequate or Unsuitable Clothing 22 301 418 397
Defective Footgear ] 16 | 428 351 323

- e —— - = — = —L = — =T

ENLARGED TONSILS AND ADENOIDS,

Our records for the year under review as compared with
those of the previous year suggest that there has been a
proportionate decline in the incidence of enlarged tonsils
in our school children. Owing however to the fact that
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under observation by the School Medical Service staff and
periodically examined for evidence of active tuberculosis.

The following table provides information in tabular
form as so the categories and the classes from which the

contacts were drawn.

Table showing the result of the examina-
tion of Tuberculosis Contacts.

-— rE—————— 1 _ L ———

| Among |
Attmnrr| o | Among the
= the | Among .
Bxamination, | S | Totals | g | Tnter- | the | Gi®
, trants. | M avel=l gelscted.
| wtes, |
S | Boys ... 21 3 | 2 2 | 14
e | Il | RS g7 g 2 | 10
| Boys ... 27 LA 2 A 12
Doubtiul  ...1) Girg i 33 A R R | 17
L Boys ...| 182 24 20 34 104
Negative ...\ | Girls . 18 [ 41 | I8 | 300 | 84
Boys ..| 230 | 36 | 2t 40 | 130
Girls ... 233 i | 21 a7 111
.
Totals..| 463 | 100 | 45 | 77 ‘ 241

_— —_— e e e =

It is noteworthy that among these contacts 9 per cent.
were pronounced to be definitely tuberculous and this
proportion is in marked contrast with the 0.41 found at
the routine medrcal examinations during the same period.

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN.

It has been possible during the year under review to
obtain information in detail regarding a large number of
exceptional children in the distriect,  Thus special
measures were taken to obtain a list of the mentally
deficient in the arvea and their medical examination was
proceeding at the end of the year. A similar survey of
children suffering from physical defects was made. A
summary of the information thus obtained is provided in

the following table (Table TII.):—
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counection with the following up of defective children and
spent 22 sessions in attendance at the clinie.

The results obtained show considerable improvement
when compared with recent years. Dental defects received
attention to the extent of G4 per cent. and minor ailments
up to 59 per cent. In regard to nose and throat cases, 22
per cent. were treated by operation and 33 per cent. by
other remedial measures. In the case of visual defects how-
ever only 20 per cent. of those discovered were attended
to owing to the necessity to suspend the examinations
carried out on behalf of the Council on account of the
fire at the Ystrad Clinic. In view of the pending
completion of the adaptation of the Ynyshir Clinic for the
purpose of temporarily filling the gap caused by the fire
arrangements were being made at the end of the year for
Dr. Myler, the eye surgeon, to devote much more time to
the examination of school children on behslf of the Council after
the resumption of the work.

Of the 11,260 children examined throughout the year,
5,193 were referred for treatment and of these 2,548, or
49 per cent., were ascertained at the re-examination
carried out by the assistant school medical officers to
have received treatment.

The following tables (Table IV. A. B. C. & D., Table
V. and Table VI.) provide statistical information in the
form required by the Board of Education. Observations
thereupon appear in the subject matter of the report.
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Table VI.—Summary relating to Children Medically In-
spected at the Routine Inspections during the Year 1920.

—
—

(1) The Total number of Children medmnlly mspeat.ed at the
routine inspections ... 11260

(1) The number of Children in (1) L-.uITeuugfmm—

Malnutrition 1161
Skin Disease 237
Defective Vision {mclu-,hnfr Sq mub} 1677
Eye Disease 259
Defective Hearing ... ¥ 103
Ear Disease 170
Nose and Throat Disease ! 842
Enlarged Cervical Glands (non- tauhen.ulu.l] 1555
Defective Speech ... . . 97
Dental Disease o 1514
Heart Misease—
Organic 5 al
Funetional : —_ 36
Angemia ... e 286
Lung Disease (non- Lnbemula.r] ™ 316
Tuberenlosis— q 5
efinite
Pulmonary }suspﬂctad & 39
Non-Pulmonary ... - 18
Disease of the Nervous Sjstcm 43
Deformities 2 112
Other defects and diseases o 220
(3) The number of Children in (1) suffering from defects
fother than uncleanliness or defective clothing or foot-
wear) who require to be kept under observation (but not
referred for treatment) 2 19
(4) The number of Children in (1) who were referred for
treatment (exclading uccleanliness, defectwe cloth- |
ing, &c.)... i i e 2193

= ===

(3) The number of Children in (4) who received treatment
for one or more defects (excluding wuncleanliness,
defective clothing, &e.) e 25438

e —m—




























