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Public Health Department,
Central Clinic,
Fontypridd.

To the Chairman and W .bers of the Health Committee
of the Pontypridd Urban District Council.

Kr. Chairman, Mrs. Williams and Gentlemen,

I have the honour of presenting the annual report for 1957
on the health and sanitary circumstances of the Pontypridd Urban
District. Following the retirement after a long and distinguished
regcord of Dr. A. G. M. Severn in larech, 1957, I have had the
privilege to act as your liedical Officer of Health until a permanent
successor to Dr. Severn was appointed. This period has afforded
mg the opportunity of studying some of the particular health problems
of the area.

The provision of adequate housing would still appear to be the
most important task ghead. Uliany of the houses in the Pontypridd area
were built very many years ago and are of uneatisfactory design, with
inadeguate ventilation and poor natural lighting. HMany instances
were brought to my notice of overcrowding which resulted in families
living in the most unsatisfactory conditicns. The provision of new
houses in sufficient numbers to meet the needs of the population will
present difficulties due to the lack of suituble sites for development.
As the ycars go by the problems associated with the ageing of the
population will inevitobly become more acute. Mamilies are smaller
than tney were a generation ago and this fact, together with the
tendency for young people to find employment furter afield, results
in many old people living on their own. These old people rightly
prefer to remain in their own Lomes in spite of the fact that their
houses are often not conveniently designed for the aged and in spite
of the fact that inereasing asccommodation is becoming available in
hoetels for the aged. Uld people do not always take kindly to being
rehoused in small bungalows in separate sections of housing estates.
Fraquentlg they prefer to remain in streets surrounded by younger
people and children.

One of the most important health functions= of the Public Health
vervice is to ensure that the public nave their food safeguarded. I
am pleased to record t e co-operation of zhopkeepers in relation to
all suggestions which are made by the Public Health Inspectors to
ensure the safety of food. The shortage of staff has meant that fewer
samples of food have been taken than would be desirable. The public
abattoir was built many years ago and although when built was regarded
as being exceedingly gzood, by today it compares very unfavourably with
modern abattoirs. The limited space available mekes adaptation some-
what difficult but when the modifications now under considera ion by
the Couneil are put into effect, the conditions of meat slaughter
should be reasonable satisfactory.

Infectious diseazes, apart from the influenza epedemic in the
autumn, were on & low level during 1957. It is pleasing to reproduce
in this report Dr. J. C. Cox's statement with regard to tuberculosis
The fight against tuberculosis is progressing very favourably, but it
18 essential that there should be no relaxation of effort at the
present time, particularly in a nining area where, as Dr. CoX states,
the-dust hagzard increases the risk of tubercle.
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SUMBARY OF GENehAY STATISTICS

Population (Mid-year, 1957) Lstimated by Registrar

G"ﬁner&l - - ® L] - & & LN LI LI 8 3?'59(}
Pﬂpulutiﬂn Census 1951 .. .. . w ' .= .. _?}E, 53}
Area {aErBE:I . - - .= .- .. . 8,141
Humber of inhabited houseu, 1954 SEL R 9,836
Fumber of ¥amilies or separcte DﬂﬂuplLr&xCLﬁﬂh“,1951} 11,022
Rateable Value (1st April, 1957). £313,287
SUMMARY OF VIPAT STACIGTICS FOR 1957.
Births T lo5 Felalon TOLRLE .
Legitinate il 299 571
Illegitimate 7 T 14
Total 279 506 585
Birth Hate 15.6 (England and Walea - 16.1).
Deaths Males 305 Females 222 Total 527.
(Death kate 14.0(England and ¥ales - 11.5).
Infant
Lortality Males Females | lotals.
Legitimate 13 4 15
Illegitimate 2 £ 2
Total 12 5 1T
Infant kortality Rate 29.1 (ingland and Wales - 23%.0).

Heo-netal Death Hete

18.8 {sngland and

Wales = 156.5).

B5till

Firths Males Pemales |Totals.
Legitimate 8 T 15
Illegitimate ik 1 2
Total 9 B 257

S§till Birth hate 28.2 (&ngland and Wales - 22.4).

Maternal lortality

1 Death.

Haternal Mortality Rate LaT (Hngland and Wales = 0.4).
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANC. .S OF [HE AREBA

WAToh SUPPLY

The Pontypridd and Rhondda Joint Water Board provides an ample
and constant service of pure water to zll houses and premises with
the exception of a few scattered cottages and farmhouses on the
borders of the Urban area.

All the water is treated by modern approved methods of
chlorination and filtration, and it is posszible to maintain, in all
parts of the district, a reasonable supply even during periods of
drought.

Bacteriological and chemical examinations of the water are
carried out at all stoges of its collection, treatment and
distribution. These examinstions are underteken by the Publie
Health Laborztory, Cardiff, and they are, in the main submitted
by the zbove-named Board. "Spot" samples are taken intermittently
by the Public Health Inspectors.

The number of samples so dealt with during the year 1957 was:i-

{(a) Bactericlogical:

Raw water .. +: +s s o+ B
Treated water going into supplyl2

(b) Chemical:

Hew water W a W e . oW 3
Treated water going into supply 1

Heporta on the above samples of treated water were satisfactory.
The raw water was also of adeguate purity.

The soft upland surface water, some 3,250,000 gallons a day,
ig treated at the Works with lime or chalk, raising the pH figure
to 7.3, und then filtered and finally chlorinated and there is no
action on lead. The iAnalyst states that this process "indicates
satisfactory trecaetment®. Additional supplizs are obtained from
Taf Fechan Water Board.

The number of houses supplied direct from the mains in Pontypridd
is 10 105211

There are no stand-pipes in use within the fontypridd area.
Miscellaneous samples were tzken from mountain springs and

gtreams; some were reported to be uneatisfactory in varying degree
and appropricte action was taken.












SANITARY INSEECIION OF THE AREA

Supmary of inspection and revisits in the course of routine
work and "on complaint" during the year ended 31st December, 1957:

Public Health Acts:
House Inspection - PFirst Visits. «. ¢ & 720

Heartedibgsinentio | da A GG 870
Ihfections DizenEamie v > ¥k aa av  “eu 68
Diﬁilﬂeatatim * B * #® ® ¥ & & L] ‘ ® # * # # & 12‘

Public Abattoir.. . . e ma w e . e e T80
liarkets and EhﬂPﬂ . " w ea s . . . 517

BalchitRea S s s et we e e cE G g
Marine STOres ++ ss s+ es ss ss  ss  we 5
Factories .. S R T R 12
Canteens .. o o T W e ) 4 G 8
Licenaad PremiSes .. .es  ow s e sm sa 3
Common Yodging Houses .. .« s 55 s as 1
Ice Oream Premiges oo  +6  sa a5 45 a3 se 1
Fried Fish Lhops R R T T 14
Cinemas and Theatres aw o ae ew ws e e 12
D e e = L 5P AP PO 5

smuk@ ﬂu:l-ﬁﬂme L L W L L - ® L LI ]

Remﬁe Dumpjﬂg " - ™ - - - - W LI ] L 2
GE.fEE L - LY - ® ® W (Y W W # & o 12
liiscellaneous(Including Interviews)s: .+ s 553
Moyegble DWellings e ss  ss oe  sr  sa  aa 24
Slum Clearence SUIrVeY i s« #a s+ o8 s 150
EhGPE ﬁCt, 1950-- L LR T W W a i@ l
gartificote of DIisrepair. <o s« e aw = a2
Bobabls v e e .o sel wm L el mE e 6
3850
Food Samples:
}‘I..rilk!i LA LIE L] . e LI ] LI ] LU ] 91
Fuud End Dr..l.g L LI L L] L L 4?
Iﬂe—crﬂaﬂi & L Ty - . (Y - . - 13
wEtET- LI LI o ) o o o & -I'-1-
Tahle iiﬂ-ﬁﬂ L LI ] I . L L L] E
Baths Vater .. . aa e - . - 10
Rotices Served:
Iﬂfﬂrlﬂﬂlu- ® ® = ® o - W & @ - 96
Fﬂr‘mﬂl " & LA L LI L L L . oW 32
I}Btt&ra Eeﬂt I‘E Hﬂ'tiﬂﬁ'ﬂ- L (] L "W L #E






PROSLCUTIONS UNDIR (HE PUBLIC HUATTH ACT,1936

In the course of the year ended 31st December, 1957, T
prosecutions were instituted by the Public Health Inspectors,
g3 a result of non-compliance with the reguirements of statutory
notices served under the Public Hezalth Act, 1936.

In all cases the work had bucn completed at the date of the
hearings, and the cases were withdrawn.

PACTORTEE ACT, 1937

The Public Health Inspectors poid 12 wisits to factories
during the year and, in one case a notice was served to abate a
nuisance, This was subsequently remedied.

Generally, =211 the factcries were found to be in a satisfactory

condition, and in no instance was it necessary to take legal action
for the contravention of any of the provisions of the above Act.

CREWAT OR TUkt

The following particulars have kindly been supplied by the
Clerk of the Board:

Crematicns for the year ended
St Hecomber, L1956 2 +s =2 w5 #% wx 2051

Cremations for year ended
et December 2957 ok as  we owe oww e L1627

e The crematione in 1957 show a decrease of 424 compared with
1956.

It ie interesting to note that by the end of 1957, cremations
carried out in Pontypridd totalled 23,879.

The Decresse in the number of Cremations for the year 1957 was
occasioned by the Swansez Crematorium being brought into service,
where I understand some 1,000 cremations were carried out during,
1957.

During the year new Gardens of Heet were constructed, and were
opencd for public use following a Service of Sleseing, in July. In
these Gardens cremated remains are deposited beneath the soil or
buried in small family .lots.

CALPING SITLS

Ho licences have been issumed in respect of cauping sites by
the TLiocal Authority; nor are there any sites within the area which
ere approved for thisz purposze

— Ak






UNAULHCRTIS LD CALEPING

Section 56 of the Glamorgan County Council Act permits a
loecal Authority to moke a complaint to a court of suomary
jurisddction where it appecrs to the Authority that amenities
are cffected or residents in the disgtricts are cnnoyed by the
conduct of the occupiers of wmoveable dwellings, but during 1957
the Council did not need to use this provision.

The original byelaw which is now, in effect, absorbed in
the prescnt Act, has undouttedly cased the loecal problem, but
the difficulties facing the itinerants appear to grow proport-
ionately.

SCAVENCING

The Collection of refuse and waste vaterial Tor 1957 amounted
to approximately 14,000 tons an average of 45% tons per working day.
Since the beginning of the year disposal of the refuse is effected
by controlled tipping on a site a2t Llandraw. r(he Council has bought
an angle-dozer to spresd and cover down the refuse.

RODENT CONTROL

Une man is engaged full time to deal with day-to-day complaints
end reutine duties of rodent infestation.

The following sables give a summary of aetion during 1957.

Number of Premises
Treated.

Rats. Miice.-
25 Buginess Premises 20
363 Others. 224
388 Total infestationa. EEE;

The sewers in the arez were treated in March/ipril and
October/November, 1957. In the Merch treatment, sausage rusk
and sinc phosphide were the bzit and poison and in October,
bread mash and arscnious oxide were used.

This work was successful and is considered to have reduced
the surface infestation to a2 fair degree.

VERMINOUS FPREMISES

The methods employed in this loeality for dealing with verminous
premises have been outlined in previous reports. The number of
premizes dealt with during the year under review was as follows:=-

(1) Council Houses .. .. 14
(11) Other dwelling houses 17
(111) Other premises .. . =]

This form of nuisance was not pronounced or troublesome in 1957.






UFEBNGIVE SRADIS

The following offensive trades are estublished in the
District:

REE stﬂ‘ragﬂ and sort iﬂg ' e W 'y & @ 3‘
Fellmonger «s« o5  se e we s ws ew L

The above premises and trades are conducted satisfactorily
g0 as t0 lead to the winimum of nuisance.

COMMON TODGING :0USES

There is only one common lodging house in the FPontypridd
area. The premiscs are revisited periocdically by the sanitary
staff and are maintained in a sctisfactory manner.

oW IMNMING BATHS AND POOIG

Pontypridd possesses a municipzl open-air swinming bath and
a2 paddling pool situated in the ¥Ynysangharad Park. The adult
bath holds 460,000 gallong and the juvenile pool 180,000 gallons.

A large capacity filtration and purification plant treats
the water of both baths by chemical precipitation, filtratioen,
aeration and finally chlornnation.

28 samplcs of bath water were taken on 7 occasions for
bacteriological and chemical examination =nd with the exception
of a2 sample from the adult bath on 28th June, all were reported
gsetisfactory.

The standard of water purity to be aimed at in a swimming
bath is eguivalent to that for drinking water. It will be
appreciated that such a standard is g very high cne particularly
during periods when large mumbers of people make use.of baths.
Viewed as a whole one can be well satisfied with the results
obtained from tests of the Pontypridd baths. However overcrowding
puat be avoided snd fthere pust be supervision in partieunlor of the
very young toddlers wusing the paddling pool.

HOUS THG

In the post war period, B89 new houses have been completed
and occupied. During 1957, €66 traditional type houses have been
erected and occupicd, a further 18 traditionzl type houses are
nearing completion, and 100 Cornish Unit Hew iraditional Type
Houses are under construction on the Glyncoech Site.

In addition, private enterprise accounted for the following
new dwelling houses:i-

Number of houses completed <o oo o s 10
Bumber of houses commenced oo o+ o+ o 14






COUNCIL HOUSwS

Particulars of the dwelling houses owned by the Pontypridd
Urban District Council at the end of 1957 are set out as follows:-

Consolidated housing Scheme Sy 1495
Ynys Terrace sias 28
Gwernygerwn eead 17

Duffryn House and Danygraig House..
Taken over by the Council:

Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts,
1899-192% and Housing Acta 1923-1925
19, 20 and 22 Stow Hill

16 Broadway.

g m
=g LH

SLULl CLoARANCE FROGRAWME

To give effect to the requirements of Section 1 of the Housing
Repaire and Hents Act, 1954, the Publiec Health Department made a
survey of properties in the town and from the resulting report of
the Medical Officer of Health the Council selected 58 properties in
T Clearance Areas as the first portion of its 5 year scheme.

Of these geven Orders, the Ministor confirmed the following:-

Area No. 1 = Nos.1,2 & 12-20 Ashgrove, Treforest.
Nos. 1-9 Baileys Court and Ivy Cottage,
Baileys Court, Glyntaff.
Nos.33,34,35 Bryn-Ilan.
Nos. 1,2, and 3 Graig-yr-Helfa.

drea No. 3~ Nos.10-15 Hount Fleasant,inysangharad Load.

Area No. 4- Nos. 15a and 16 a Bassett Street, Coedpenmaen.
Area Wo. 6- H08.2,%5;4,:5;6, & 7 Canal Place, Coedpenmaan.
Area No. T- Nos.2-9 Castle Court, and 9 and 10 Castle Street.

These 51 properties, together with 14 existing Demolition, and
Clearance properties, were grouped by the Council to form the first
period of the re-housing prograume.

Towards the end of the year, the lisdical Ufficer of Hezslth

submitted recommendations for the sceond period of the programme
and these are to bes considered during 195G.

RENT LCT, 1957

b During 1957, B4 applications were made for Certificates of
Disrepair.

Thege were subjected to the procedure 1laid down in Part II
of the First Schedule of the Act.

-1F -






INSERCTION ARD SUESRVISION OF FOOD

Milk and Dairies Hegulations, 1949

Milk (Specinl Designetion) (Raw Milk) Regulations,1949

Milk (Speciz) Designation)(Pasteurised and Sterilised Nilk) Regulations

1949

The following registrations/licences were issued by the Pontypridd
Urban District Council under the above regulations during the year 1957.

Dairies
Distributors (Other than Dealers.
Farms ) L Pasteurised| oterilised
19 13 LS 16 13
Pasteurising Plant Supplementary Dealers. #
T, Pasteurised [pterilised
1 5 5 5

MILE (SPECTIAL DESIGWATIONS) (SPECIPIED AREAS) ORDER, 1954.

Under the above Order, Pontypridd is ingluded in o Specified Area,
wherein it is illegal to sell by retail for human consumption any milk
other than specially designated milk.

BACTEHTIOLOGICAT S/ THAT 10WS

The following is a summary of examinations carried out during the
Eisgi¥gar; all samples being submitted to the Public Health Laboratory,
ay .

Greded Hilk. Ho.of Samples. gatisfactory. Unsatisfactory.

Pagteurised T.T. 3 3 -
Pagteurised 55 54 1

= LA =






ICE CREAN FREMISES

At 31st Deccmber, 1957, there were 160 registered ice-cream
retailers in this town. Of these, probably only two panufacture
their own ice-cream, the majority preferring to purchase the ice-
eream ready-made, in hygienic containers, and mointaining it at
the required temperature in refrigerators provided by the whole-
galer.

These premises are rogularly inspected by the Feood Inspectors.

FOOD FREMISES

The following etatement sets out the totals of the various
types of food premises within the Pontypridd Urban District:

Butchers 79
Grocers 59
General 135
Confectioner 19
Fruiterers & Grecngrocers 21
Chemist 14
Cafes and Restaurants 25
Fish Friers 19
Wet Fish Shops 6
Bakeries 6

FUBLIC ABATTOIR

With the scheme for major improvements still held in abeyance
pending legislation consequent upon the findings of the Inter-
departmental Committee, the Council continued its poliey of a degree
of renewal and improvement each year.

During 1957, overhead carrying rzils were installed in the
piggery. These rails facilitate the movement of carcoses from
the secalding pons to the 1ift, and in addition, provide dressings
rails over the pans.

At the close of the year, arrangements had been completed
for the visit to the Abattolr of the Ministry's Area Technical
Adviser on Meat Inspection to advise on the adaptation of the
Abattoir to comply with the provisions of the Hecommended Linimum
Standards of Construction Layout and squipment of Slaughterhouses
in sngland and Wales (Comnd. 243).

=Je=






THGPRCTION OF MuAT ALD OTHER FOUDS

A1 the Coimeil's Public Health Inspectors possess the
additional gualificotion for the examination of meat and other
foode and this work is rcgerded as an important part of their
duties.

The following are particularsfor 1957 of the number of
animals slaughtered and exanined at the Abattoir:-

Bulls Cows Heifers and Calves Sheep and Pigs Total.

Dt eers Lambs
- 325 2,609 39 19,112 6,546 29,329

The total numbcr of visits paid to the Abattoir and markets
and shops by the Public Health Inspecetors for the purposes of
inspection of meat and other foods was as follows:-

Vigites and revigits mede to the Publie
Abattoir by ¥Meat Inspectors e« «¢ s+ s 780

Vigits made to other premises under
Public Health (kieat Regulations),
1924 and Food & I)I"ugﬂ J'Il.ﬂt, 1938 . w .. . 517

Summary of unsound mcat and other foods surrendered and
destroyed during the year ended 31lst December, 1957:-

Bublic Abattoir (Meat- Tons Cwts Qrs 1lbs

Tuberculosis) 5 T - ~a3

Public Abattoir (leat-

Other Discescs) g 19 2 6

Public Borkeis and Shops

(Other Poods) 2 17 3 23
17 18 2 33

CONDAMNED MuAT AND OFFAL

In accordance with the recommendations of the Ministry of Food
to the effect that loeccl authoritics should control the disposal of
gcondemntied mezst and offal from their Abattoirs, the Council has cssumed
this responsibility. Periodicelly, approved contractors are invited
to guote for the purchase of these mnaterizls and the Council accepts
the most favourzble offer, consistent with facilities to collect on
agreed days. All procceds are refunded to the owners of the zanimals
conecerncd.

=] =












FOOD AND DRUGS ACT, 1955

The Pontypridd Council administers the above dct in this
- area and the futhority's Publie Health Inspoetors are appointed

Sampling Officers.

Mr. D. tvans Jones, M. Se., F.R.1.Ce of the

Public Health Leboratory, Cordiff, is the Public .inalyst appeointed

to act for this= district.

In the course of the past yecar, the following wide range of
samples (formal and informal) werc submitted to, and reported upon,

by the Analyst:

Genuine

Non-Genuine

Milk

Margarine

Cornflour

Self Raising Flour
Malt Vinegar
Tomato Piquant
Salad Cream

fanned Creamed Rice
Sausages and Sausage licat
Soft Drink

British Wines

Tea

Lemon Curd

Table Jelly

Glaze Cherries
Bi-carbonate of Soda
Tce-crean

Bread and Buttor
Canncd Hice Pudding
Canned Dressed Crab
Lemon Juice

dJan

Cake hiix

Sponge Mix

grange Squash

M I HHEFHEFEHEEEFEGME R MRS D RS =]
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Of the formal and inforrnal wmilk samples only one was reported
to be unsatisfactory. The percentage of unsound samples was there-
fore 1.7.

The average couposition of genuine milk samples for 1957 was
3«52 wilk fat and 8. 69 solids-not-fat, comparcd with the standard
1aid down in the wmilk regulations of 34 wilk fat and 8. 5% solids-
not fat.

Following are details of the substandard foodesi-

Milk 6F P Informel Deficient in fet to the
extent of not less than
2m ,

Sausage 27 B Informal Meat content Low — 40%

Sponge Hix 103 P Informal Pat rancid

Cake mix 104 P Informal Fat rancid

In respect of the above deficiencies,; t he following action
vias © akeni=-

51 P - Follow-up formal sample satisfactory.
27 P - Follow-up formal sanple satisfactory.
105 P - Consignrent surrendered and destroyed.
104 P - Consignment surrendered and destroyed.

In Decepber, the department became aware of a large conasignment
of frozen egg intended Tor the wanufecture of flour confectionery.,
but which was thought to be of doubtful quality. The consignment was
examincd and a large percentage found to be unfit.

4 large guantity, valucd at zbout £250, was voluntarily
surrcndered and destroyed.

DISPOSAL OF CONDEEN =D FOOD

Consignmonts of food which have been condemned by Fublic
Health Inspeetors as being unfit for husan consumption are
surrendcred, stained and despatched to the Council's controlled
tip. The Authority is fortunate in having available a plentiful
and regular supply of flue dust, and the food, with zll other
refuse is more than adcequately covered. The tip is regularly inspected.

POHTY 'RIDD CTL.ail FOUOD ASSOCIATICN

The Associntion comtinued its activities dAuring the past 12
months and cndcavoured in various ways to bring the importance of
Hygicnie Pood Handling to the notice of the general public.

At the South Wales Dairy Feestival held for the first t ime at
the Ynysangharad Perk, Pontypridd and attended by over 70,000 people,
the Association was invited to accept one of the stands.at

An emergency Hospital Ward was portrayed, equipped with 2 beds
containing modcls of two young children with o doctor and nurse in
attendance, and captions placed in prominent positions with the
words "FOOD POISONING CLS:SY - “CAUSE ? - DIRTY FOOD HANDLING IN
HOEsS AND FOOD PHEMIS . SIn

At this time out-breaks of poliomyelitis had occured in some of
the neighbouring districts and t he opportunity was taken to distribute
Health Education leaflets on elean food handling, etc., to approx-
iomately 5,000 adults visiting the stand.

The Food Hygiene Regulations 1955 lay down requirements in
respect of oleanliness of Pood premises, and persons engagod in the
handling of food and their clothing, ete. The members of the
hssociation had, prior to the regulations coming into operation,
complicd with these as a condition of their membership, but now,
however, they are enforcable by this recent legislation in all
food premises and upon 211 food handlers.

~10-






FOOD HYGIBNE RUGULATIONS 1956-57 - FOOD BYR-LAWS

Ho FPolice Court action was taken under t hese bye-laws during
1957 but complicnce with the warious provisions iz 2 constant concern
af the Food Inspectors.

The comprchensive Codes of Practice drawn up by the Clean Pood
Association, and which Iorm the basis of membership of the association
embody the spirit of the bye-laws and they are proving of benefit in
this commection.

SHOPS LCT 1950
The Council's Publie Health Inspectors are also appointed Shops
Inspectors under the above Act.

During the course of their duties the Inspectors found that in
many cases, particularly among the smaller shopkeepers, there was
but 1ittle knowledge of £ he detailed provisions of the Act, and much
has been dene to draw their attention to the most important facts and
requirenents,

There were no prosecutions during 1957.
PET ANI#ATS ACT 1951

Thiz act is designed to ensure the humane care of pet aninals
and it prohibits the zale of such animals cxcept from premises which
have becn licensed by o local authority. The sict does not affect the
sale of pedigrce animals or birds. rthe Council's Public Health
Inspectors are authorised to insp:ct premises for this purpose.

Pour licences were issued in 1957.
ADOPTIVL ACTS ,BYSLAWS AfiD LOCAT WOGULATION. 1IN FURCL INT HE DISTRICT

L complete 1list of the above was set out in ny annual Report for
1954.
HON-HOTTFTADT., ITARSCTIOUS LIS ans oo
LN FLUBNEA

In Septenber, the arca was affected by the wave of influenza which
canged particular concern because of its extent and that it had shown
iteclf during & period of ithe year when one doep not expect normally to
experience such an epidewic. It was proved to be of the "Asian Type"
which had spread from the bast, across surope and into the British Isles.

In the Pontypridd arsa the epidemic secme To have struck in t he
first instance, the pupils in the Gramcar and Secondary Schools.
Abnormal abscentece rotes were soon reported int he factories and it was
noticeable that young adults seemed to be particularly susceptible to
the infeetion.

The following table giving the absentee rates in the schools gives
an indicaiton of the severity of the epidenic:=-

Type of School. 26.0.57 | £.10.57 |[11.10.57 |21.10.57 . |
Infants 29 34% 24% 8%
frinary/Junior 31% 30% 12% 4%
Secondary 51% 2l 15% 6%
Granmar 39 3k 5 450
Totals: 365 o8 13% B

It was fortunatc that the disease usually took a short and sharp
course and did not involve prolonged cbsenteeism frowm school or work.

S5ix deaths were reported during the montis of September and
October of people suffering from influenza, but they were in people
who were previously not in good health because of age or other meideal
conditions.






There was always the possibility that another wave of the
epidemic would appear late in the winter with more fatal results,
but fortunately this did not take place.

CANCER

Deaths from Cancer ( all forms) in Pontypridd recorded during
1957 were as follows:

Males Females Totals.
44 33 17

The above figures, constituting a death rate of 2.0 per
1,000 population show a slight increase on those of last year,
when the total reached 66 with a death rate of 1.8. The number of
deaths from lung cancer in 1957 was 13 including three women, giving
an increase of 4 over 1956.

It is noteworthy that lung cancer now kills more persons than
tuberculosis.

HOTIFPIABLE DISHASES

(orHsR T ULOS 15 JDURLING 1957

Disease Total Cases Cases admitted Total

Wotified to Hozpital. Deaths.
oearlet Fever 3 26 -
Prneumonia 10 1 16
Puerperzl Pyrexia 4 9 =
lieagles 66 - -
Whooping Cough 19 - -
0P, Neonatorum 3 3 =
Paratyphoid 2 2 -
Anthrax 1 1 -
Poliomyelitis:-
Paralytic 5 5 -
Non-Faralytic 2 2 -

PR FERAT, PYROXTA RBGUIATION 1939

line cases ol Puerperal Pyrexia were rcported during the year:
all from hospitals. These responded to tresctrent and no deaths
resulted.

AT EAD MORTALITY

One maternal death was reported in 1957.
This shows no increase over 1956, one feels that we arc now

seeing the justification of the aim of the health service towards
safe child-birth.

ey






OPHTHATMIA HuONATORUM

Two czses of Ophthalmiz Neonatorum was notified during 1957.

Both in number and severity, this disea=ze has almost dis-
appeared, as compared with two or three decades ago. Modemtreat-
ment of mother and infant has led to this gratifying result.

ANBULANCE FACILITINS

The ambulance service is the responsibility of the Glamorgan
County Council, and the depot scrving the Pontypridd area is
situated at Hawthorn, Nr. Pontypridd. The telephone number is
Pontypridd 2522, Ambulance and cars for all typss of cases are
maintained at this depot.

REPLACEMENT OF DESTROYWD BEDDING

Authority,is given to the Local Authority, by Section 167,
8s. 4, of the Public Health Aect, 1936 to replace bedding soiled
and suspected of containing infection affer inrectious diseases.

Ho such replacencnt was made in 1957.

CASES OF INFRCTIOUS DISHASAS
KOTIPLED IN EalH WARD DiLLNG THE

IBAR 1957
Disease Graig| Rhon |Town |Cilfy | Tra- |Tref-|Ehydy |[Total
~dda -nydd | 1lwn |lorest]|-felin
Scarlet Fever 5 5 5 11 21 3 3 53
.Puerperal
Pyrexia 1 - - 1 3 3 1 9
Ericumonia 3 3 1 - - 2 1 10
Whooping Cough 1 4 s 1 B 3 1 19
Measles 29 5 15 - 8 5 4 66
Poliomyelitis:
Faralytic 1 - - - 3 - Al 5
Hon-paralytic - 1 - - - - 1 2
Paratyphoid - - 1 - - - it 2
hthalmia
Feonat orun 1 - - - - - 2 3
Anthrax - - - = - = 1 ik
Tuberculosis:
Respiratory 2 4 5 2 ] B 3 27
Non-iespiratory - il 1 1 - 2 - 5
Totals 43 23 1'29 16 48 24 | 18 202
= |

=22 =
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NOTIFLABLE THFWCTIOUS DISSASES

The price eomncern of the public health services when they were
introduced more than a century ago was the fight against infectious
disease. At that time, environmentzl conditions were favourable for
the spread of disease. Very much has been done to safeguard the
health of the public, not only by an iwprovement in living and
working conditions, but also by specific measures against certain
infectious diseases. Oome diseases which were very prevalent in
the last century have by now become medical rarities. Immunisation
progranmes have played 2 most important part. It is doubtful
whether, before the last war, snyone would have believed that in
1957 there would not have been a single case due to Diphtheric in
Pontypridd.

The following t able g ives an indication of the reduction in
infeetious diseases in Pontypridd.

Population e "vmij;éggu 3;fgggd
Scarlet Fever 150 53
Diphtheria 59 0
Enteriec Pever 30 2
Tuberculosis 64 32

Recently inmunisation against Poliomyellitis has been introduced
end it is hoped that in the future thils disease will become a rarity
and thus preventing the sometines serious residual paralys=es.

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION

The national schere for the vaccination of children ageinst
Poliomyelitis comuenced in 1956 under the control of the respective
County Medical Officers.

The Divisional Medieal Officer has kindly given the following
figures showing the progress in the Pontypridd area during the
year: 1957

No« of children who coupleted treatment .. 2,330

los. of children who were partly
treated at the end of the year «. .. .o 468






&

LABOwATORY WORR AND FACILITI.S

The Public Health Laboratory, Cardiff, examines and reports
upon all pathological specimens submitted from the Pontypridd area.
The number of suspected and routine specimens sent by the Health
Department and by loczl doctors during the past year was 14.

These included throat and nose swabs sputa, blood, pus, faeces,
cerebro=-spinal fluid, eto.

Outfits for the collection of specimens for transpission
through the post zre kept at the office of the Public Health
Department for the use of medieczl practitioncrs of the t own.

HOSPITAT PROVISION FOR CASuc OF INFCTIOUS
DISIIS 5

Wiere hospital adnission is deemed desirable, casesz of

“infeetious disease are cecepted at the Cardiff Isolation

Hoepital at Canton, Cardiff, and at the Pyntyla Isolation Hospital,
Yentre, rhondda. In practice, the more serious types of infectious
dilseasges, such o8 poliomyelitis and cerebro-spinal meningitis are
uswmlly treated at Cordiff. Specizl facilities also exist at the
hospital at Centon for che treatment of tubcercular meningitis and
miliary tuberculosis, both of which reguire skillced and prolonged
nursing care and attention.

The Isolation Hospital at Tonteg, formerly administered by
the Pontypridd Council now functions as a Tuberculosis Sanatorium
under the control of the Welsh Kegicnal Hospital Board. This
hospital has a capacity of fifty-six beds a nd both male and female
cases are admitted for treatment. ©Ten of the beds are provided
for children.

PUBLIC ATTH ACT 1925 - SSCIION 62 and
laalLlH AT 1936 SECTION 172

The Local Authority took no zetion under these sections
during 1957.

_25_






TUBRCULOSIS = HuW Chabmd LND MORIATLITY

DURLNG 1957

New Cases. Deaths

g IR T T e

%§%§%§ %g%g%§ Totals %§%E%§ EE%E%% Totalse

M W . F. . ~ M, F.
Under 1 Year - - - - - - s =
l -5 years -~ 1 - - 1 - o g of =
5 =15 years - 3 - - 3 s S »
15-25 years 1 3 2 - 6 = oz =
25-35 years 4 2 = E 7 3 - - 1
35-45 years 2 2 1 - 5 = S 2
45-65 years T 1 El = 9 - - - 2
65 and over - 1 == ) = SN =

14 13 4 1 32 1 = = 5

—_— e — ——

The local death rate frorw Tuberculosis

TUBLRCULOSTIS Do TH HATS

per 1,000 pof the

population for 1957 and the previous five years was as follows:

Respiratory
Hon=respiratory

A1l forms of
Tuberculosis.

1957
0.13

nil.

1956 1955
D.16 0,16
¥il. Nil.
0.16 0.15
TUBSRCULOSIS

=
Nil.

0.13

1953
0.27

Hil.

0.27

1952
0.39

0,05

0.44

Th:: following information has been kindly supplied by Dr.
J. G, Cox, in respect of Pontypridd and Rhondda areas which form
the distriet under his controls-

o






The decline in the number of new cascs of Tubercle continued
during 1957 when 127 cases were diagnosed as compored with 171 in
1956. The chief reduction was amogst females from 81 to 46. The
comparatively high male rate is dus to the main occupation of men
in this arez, the dust hazard inecressing the riek of Tubercle, and
this is confirmed by an examinaticn of the affected age groups.

The number of pripery Tuberculous infections rerain scbout the
game ag for 1956. The number of cases ont he Clinic Tuberculosis
hegiater continues to f£2ll cach year and tnis fall ie likely to be
acculereted during the couing years osg grecter numbers of cases
will be considered to have become Yeurud" as a result of modern
treatment.

In spite of the foregoing,the wark of the Chest Clinic shows
an ihneresse and the number of new ecases seen from t he whole ares
= 4640 = 48 an all time record and 505 more than in 1956.

The high incidence of Pneumoconiosis and Chronic Bronchitis
in these Valleye will result in high cttendance figures at the
Clinic for years to come.

A further incremse in the nurber of Bronchial Csrcinoma figures
was recorded in 1957, and here again as in Tubercle and Chronic
Bronchitis the incidénce is much higher in males than in females.

Inercased proventionw ork with more Contact investigations and
B. C. G. vaceinations was ecarried out in 1957. During the year, as
g result of the finding of cases of Tuberecle in Sechool Children or
Staffs, the Mess Radiography Unit surveyed the following Schools in
the Pontypridd Area:-

1. St. Michael's, Treforest.

2. Wood Roond Infants', Treforest.

3. Wood @Irond Seniors, Treforest.

4. Wood Hood Secondary kodern, Treforest.

The Clinie Staff, with the assistance of the Local authority
Health Vizitors, conducted a Mantoux survey ond the negative reactions
were vaceinated with 8.C.G. Tne inecidence of positive reactions did
not show a2 significantly high rate in any of these Schools and the
A=ray findings showed nothing of significance.

The decand for Hospital beds for Tuberculosis is still declining
and beds ere iummediately available for any new casegs of Tubercle. It
is hoped to whdortake even further Contect work in the future and the
help of all interested in Health Metters is earnestly solicited. It
ig hoped thasot more and wore men, women and children with & history of
Tuberele in the fanily will be referred £ or Clinic investigation.

VACCINATION WITH B.C.G.

The vaccination of Contacts of Tuberculosis is the responsibility
of the Chest Service, and the vaccinotion of school leavers is carried
out by the School Medical Service.

Scheol liedical Service Chest Clinie.

B0 G. Vaccination 248 1986
Mantoux Tests 351 2925
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INFANT WoLRARM

There has been no change in the number or scope of the Infant
Welfare Centms in Pontypridd now administered by the Glamorgan
County Council.

The following Clinics hold weekly sessions:

Pﬂnt‘j’pridﬂ .w e . a e Central Clinic i Park.

Treforest aw me was s 28rom Chapel Vestry.

Hhydyfelin <+ ++« ++ . Bbeneser Chapel.

Hﬂpkiﬂstﬁwn o . u . e 0Ld JILEE Fensioners Welfare.
Hall, Foundry Road.

In addition, fortnightly sessions are held at:

Hawthorn .. +«¢ <o <. Bethel Chapel Hall.
Yentshonnorton.. .. .. Merthyr Road Clinic.

CO-0PERATTON WIMH VULUNT.LLY BODIES

Mr. William Rees, the local Inspector of the National Society
for the crevention of Cruelty to Children, has kindly sent me the
following report of the Society's work in the Pontypridd district
during 1957.

During the year, he dealt with 69 cases, affecting the welfare
of 145 children, summarised as:

Hegleet FE T T 41
Ill=treatment .. «. .. 4
hioral Danger «s s s 2
Aid or adviece sough .o 22

Mr. hees reports that in the majority of these cases he was
able to effect an iuprovement in houe conditions, thus making life
happier for t he cnildren concerned byt before being satisfied that
the ipprovement was lasting he mde 207 visits of supervision.

During the year it was not found nccessary to bring a single
parent before the Court, but in one instance the Society was obliged
to take a family of three children before the Juvonile Court where
they were found to be in need of care and protection and they were
admitted to the care of the Loecal Authority. In another case the
Society wes able to safeguard a bey against the effects of a very
insecure home life and he was accepted into the care of Dr. Barnardio's
Homes where he has settled dowm nicely. On anothor occasion Mr.Rees
was called upen tc help a fawily of three children who had been
brought to Pontypridd from another area and more or less "dumped".
Theae children were taken into the eare of the Tioecal isuthority.

Iir. Hees pointed out that in several of the neglect caases
mentioned the children were caused wmuch unnecessary suffering by
the parents fregquently guarrelling and fighting in t he presence
of the children. Another aspeet of neglect which is causing concern
is where children are left alone at night.

kr. ees expresses his thanks to the staff of the Public Health
Department for the help given him and the staff in turn express their
appreciation of Mr. kees's readiness to lLelp at all times.

SO






CAUSES OF DiEATH 1957

Causes of Death

Tuberculosis of respiratory system..

Melignant Neoplesm:
Etﬂmaﬂh .. . .. . .

Lungs. - L] .. L - - n Ll
Breaﬂt . . . . . - .
Uteruﬂ . L] L] L] L) LI Y
Dther 5itﬁs . . L] - ] .

Teukaemia, aleukaemia o o5 o8 s
Diabetes +¢ o0 oo 26 o o s
Vascular Lesions of nervous system..
Coronary disease, angina .. ++ s+
Hypertension with heart disease. ..
Cther heart diseases.. is  as  ws
Other circulatory disegseS.: s «a
Influenziiee «s o o S
Pneumcnide. oo o0 ae WE we | e
Bronchitis. +. .. .. sy ey § iuin
Other diseases of respiratory system
DMeer of stomach and duodenul s+« <.
Gastritis, entcritis and diarrhoea..
Nephritis and nephrosis .. woi | e
Hyperplasia of prostate .. e s
Pregnancy, childbirth, abortion. ..
Congenital malformations .. .. ..
Syphilitic disecse ss o5 ¢+ 25 se
Other defined or ill-defined discases
Motor wvehicle accidents « «o oo 4a
paldcddess i Awe e e we e e
DFhar accldsntBe. .o w4 s4 se e

Homicide and operationz of war.. ..

2

Male Female fotal
& 1 5
11 6 17
IE z 12
20w
1 - 1
2 L 3
49 52 101
57 32 89
4 T 1L
28 43 Tl
14 8 2z
3 5 8
10 6 16
29 5 >4
14 2 16
1 - ik
1 1 2
6 - 6
- 1 L
4 3 7
2 1 3
14 18 32
T 1 8
3 1
9 1 10
1 - i
305 222 2T
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Rate per 1,000
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Whooping cough
Diphtheria
Tuberculosis
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