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Public Health Department,
Central Cliniec,
Pontypridd.

51=t i‘lﬂrch, 1957 .

To the Chairman and Members of the Health Committee
of the Pontypridd Urban District Council.

lir. Chairman, Mrs. Williams and Gentlemen,

It is my privilege herewith to present my twenty-eighth
Armual Report on the public health and senitary circumstances of
the Pontypridd Urban area. On account of my impending retirement
this will be the last occasion for such a communication, and it is
with regret thet T relinguish this close zssociation over such a
long and sometimes critical period, including, as it did, & major
war as well as a number of years of acute economic depression.

In the course of the post gquarter of a century there has
been a gradusl change in the approach towards public health. INo
longer is it mainly a question of infectioue disease and sanitation.
lany of the problems which confronted us in the pre-war years have
been largely solved; several major plagues have all but disappeared,
and the trend is now towards environmental hygiene.

Housi = In this direction the most outstanding requirement today
IE‘EEEEhetter housing of our industricl population. Work to this
end, interrupted by the war, should be taken up afresh with renewed
determination.

Sub-standard dwellings must be liquidated and a better
level of housing for all instituted. The public must demand a
wider range of domestic amenities, and this must be the goal of
wigse government. It is ludierous to have television in the home
and no bathroom.

Clean Food — The period under review has seen many changes for the

er in the presentation and treactment of food. A good deal that
wag commonplace in Lmerica years ago has now become usual in this
country.

Sucin familiar things as bottled milk and wrapped bread
were not to be met with in Pontypridd when I commenced duties,
neither was the public water supply chlorinated; and unwrapped
nng doubtful ice-cream made by numerous small producers was the
rule.

A wide range of our foodstuffs is now protected from insects,
dust and contamination by pre-packed cortons, sealed containers or
plastic wroappings, end this feoture is constantly being extended,
although it will teke some time and effort before our methods can
compere favourably with many other countries. Here again the
public needs to be educited, and the Pontypridd Clean Food Assocation
' exists for this purpose.

Cremation - Since those sarly days when thnt fantastic character,
Dr. Price, burned the body of his infant son on a funerzl pyre in a
field near Pontypridd, this towm hos been to the fore in furthering

the acceptance of cremation as the most sanitary means -of disposal
of the dead.
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SIMMARY OF GUNERAL STATISTICS

Population (mid-year 1956) as estimated

by Hegistrar General ad .
Population (Census 1951) s i
Area (acres) :

Number of inhabited houses (1954) ..
Number of families or separate
occupiers (Census 1951) .. .d
Rateable Value (lst April, 1956) ..
Sum represcnted by a Penny Hate (1lst
.ptprilp 1955} L L L

. 37,700
e 58,633
e 8,141
9,83%6

o 11,022
£339,722

L E-]. ,220

SUMMARY OF VITAL STATISTICO

Live Births 1956

Legitimate - Hales 289 JFemales 233 Total 5223 537
Illegitimate - Males 11 Temeles & Total 15
Birth Rate we ww 14.2
Deaths 1956
linles 252 females 214 Total S 466
DEE.‘B-]‘J Rﬂ-te - . [ ] ]—Eiq'
Deaths of Infants (under one year) 1956
Legitimate = Mcles 6 Penmales 4 Total 10% 10
Illegitimate - Males - TFemales Total -

Infant Death Rate per 1,000 ILive Births 1956

Legitimate - 18.9
Illegitimate - Nil

Heo-Hatal Death Rate

5till Births 1956

Total

Legitimate - Males
Illegitimate - Hales

T PFemales
1 TFemcles

Maternal Mortality 1956

L | L] lBiE‘

L L T.'q'

T Total . 14
Total e 1

per 1,000 births

Rote
!!iiil!ﬂﬁl!!!!!

Humber
Deaths from puerperal
aaUsSGSs 1) 1.8
Total Death rate per 1,000
Deaths populution
Cencer (all agus) 66 1.8
Measles (all ages) il -
Whooping Cough (all
ages ) Nil -
Enteritis & Diarrhoca
(under 2 yrs. of age) Wil -

(estd.)
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE AREA

WATER SUFPLY

The Pontypridd and Rhondda Joint Water Board provides an
ample and constant service of pure water to 21l houses and premises
with the exception of a few scattered cottages and farmhouses on
the borders of the Urbon areaz.

£1]l the water is treated by modern approved methods of
ehlerination and filtration, and it is pessible to maintain, in
all parts of the district, a reasonable supply even during periods
of drought.

Bacteriological and chemieal examinations of the water
are carried out at &11 stages of its collection, treatment and
distribution. These examinations are undertaken by the Publie
Heelth Loeboretory, Cardiff, and they are, in the main submitted
the above-pomed Board. Y“"Spot" samples are taken intermittently
by the Public Health Inspectors.

The number of semples 8o dealt with during the year 1956
wagi-

(a) Bacterioclogical:

Rﬂw w:’-tEr - - L - LI - T

Treated woter going into supply «. 10
(b) Chemiczl:

RE"H W-f'.t'E!I’ LI - LN ] .. L] - . 3

Treated woter going into supply . 1

Reports on the above samples of treated water were satisfactory.
The raw water was also of adeguate purity.

The soft upland surfoce weater, some 3,250,000 gallona a day,
ig treated at the Works with lime or chalk, raising the pH figure to
T23,; and then filtered ond finally chlorinoted and there is no action
on leacd. The fnalyst states that this process "indicotes satisfoctory

Erea;mﬂnt“. ldditional supplies are obtained from Taf Fechan Water
ooTd.

The number of houses supplied direct from the mains in
Pontypridd is 9,973.

There are no stand-pipes in use within the Pontypridd area.
Miscellanecus samples were taken frommountain springs and

streams; some were reported to be unsatisfactory in varying degree,
and appropriate action wos token.
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PROSECUTIONS UNDsR THW PUSLIC HuALTH ACT 1936

In the course of the year ended 3lst December, 19%6,
1l prosecutions were instituted by the Public Health Inspectors,
as a result of non-compliance with the requirements of statutory
notices served under the Public Health Act, 193%6.

In all ecases the work had been completed at the date of

the hearings or the adjournments, and the cases were withdrawn
on payment of costs.

FACTORIES ACT 1937

The Public Health Inspectors paid 137 visits to factories
during the year and, in 8 cases, notices were served to abate
nuisances, 211 of which were subsequently remedied.

Generally, all the factories were found to be in a
satisfactory condition, and in no instance was it necessary to
take legal action for the contravention of any of the provisions
of the above Act.

CHEMATORTUM

The following particulars have kindly been supplied by
the Clerk tc the Board:

Cremetions for year ended
Fligt Deoambar. 1955, oo wa s5 e ws 2097

Cremations for year ended
3let Dﬂﬂemb['}r, 19551 . . u s o . w 2051

The cremations in 1956 show a decrease of 46 compar:d
with 19565,

It is interesting to note that by the end of 1956,
cremations carried out in Pontypridd totalled 22,252,

The construction of the Car Park with accommodation for
some 40 to 45 cars wias completed during the year and work was
commenced on the laying out of adjacent land as a Garden of Rest.

A new Crematorium to serve the Swansea arca was opened at
Morriston by the fresident of the Cremation Society, The Earl of
Verulam, on the 23rd of October, 1956. Swansea thus became the
third Cremation Authority in the principality.

CAMPING SITES

No licences have been issued in respect of camping sites
by the Local Authority; nor are there any sites within the area
which are approved for this purpose.






MILUTHORISED CAHPING

Section 56 of the Glamorgan County Council fLct permits
a local authority to make & complaint to & couwrt of summary
jurisdiction where it eppears to the iuthority that cmenities
are effected or residents in the district are annoyed by the
conduct of the occupiers of movecble dwellings, but during
1956 the Council did not nesd to use this provision.

The originnl byelaw which is now, in effect, absorbed
in the present fect, has undoubtedly eased the local problem, but
the difficulties facing the itinerants appear to grow propor-
tionately.

SCAVENGING

The collection of refuse ond woste materisl for 1966
amounted to 13,649 tons, on avernge of 4434 tons per working
day.

The refuse is conveyed to o tip at Nantgarw where flue
dust from the Upper Boat Stotion is also tipped. A8 the output
from the power Stoation is approximately 500 - 600 tons per day,
the refuse is provided with very adegunte cover, so thot there
ghould be no nuisance from the method of disposal now in
operation,

RODENT CONTROL

Two men are engoged full time to deal with day-to-day
complaints and routine duties of rodent infestation.

The following tables give o summary of action during

1956
Humber of Premises Trooted
Rote Mice
Business Prenises
34 Others 20
400 Total infestzotions 259
434 279
T = . E Y

The sewers in the area were treated in Mareh znd October
1956. In the Morch treatment, sausage rusk and gine phosphide
were the bait and poison and in October, brecd mash and arsenious
oxide were used.

Thizs work was successful and is eonsidered to hove reduced
the surfcce infestation to e fair degree.

VERMINOUS PREMISES

The methods emploged in this locality for dealing with
verminous premises have been outlined in previous raports. The
number of premises dezlt with during the year under review was
&8 follows: )
(i) Council houses .. .. 21
(ii) Other Awelling houses 12
(i11) Other premicea .. .+ 11

This form of nuisonce was not pronounced or troublesome
in 1956,

=]]=






OFFENSIVE TRADES

The following offensive trades are established in the
district:

Rag atorage and sorting «. s« «+ 3
Fallmﬂng‘:r - - L L L LA 1

The abvove premises and trades are conducted satisfactorily
Bo a8 to lead to the minimum of nuisance.

COMMON LODGING HOUSLS

There is cnly one common lodging house in the FPontypridd
area. The premises are revisited periocdically by the sanitary
staff and are maintained in a satisfactory manner.

SWINMMING BATHS AND PUOLS

Pontypridd possesses a municipal open-air swimming bath
and a paddling pool situated in the ¥Ynysanghorad Park. The
adult bath holds 460,000 gallons and the juvenile pool 180,000
gallons,

A large capacity filtration and purification plant treats
the water of both baths by chemical precipitation, filtration,
aeration and finzally chlorination.

Four samples of bath water were taken on two occasions
for bacteriological and chemical examination and reported to be
satisfactory.

The padaling pool in perticular is greatly appreciated
by the younger genoration, and at week-ends and during school
holidays an enormous number of children taking advantage of the
facilities provided, when the weather permits. These healthy
activitics in open air and sunlight are most beneficial and
rewarding.

HOUSING

In the post-war period, B23 new houses have been completed
and occupied. During 1956, lé traditional type houses have been
erected and oceuvied and werk on the construction of a further 84
trodit ioncl type houses on the Glyncoch Site is proceeding.

In addition, private enterprise accounted for the following
new dwelling houses:

Humber of houses completed .. ++ 3
Humber of houses commenced «. o« 12

o






COUNCIL HOUSES

Particulars of the dwelling houses owned by the Pontypridd
Tocal Authority at the end of 1956 are set out below:i=

Consolidated Housing Scheme ¢+ e+ s+ oo 1.4%9
B

ana Terrace L] " e . o . .-
GWEI‘HFEQI‘WI]. W s s . - - P - . l‘?
Duffryn House and Danygraig House LR i

Taken over by the Council:
Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, 1899 -
1923 and Housing Acts, 1923 - 1925 .. 3T

Total .« o 1909

SLUM CLEARANCE PROGRANME

To give effect to the reguirements of Section 1 of the
Housing Repairs and Rents fAct, 1954, the Public Health Department
made & survey of properties in the t own and from the resulting
report by the Medical Officer of Health, the Council selected 48
properties for ineclusion in 6 Clearance Areas as its programme
for the first 12 months ending 31st August, 1956.

The areas were as follows:
Area No. 1 - Nos. 1, 2 & 12 - 20 Ashgrove, Treforest.
os. 1 — 9 Baileys Court and Ivy Cottage,
Baileys Court, Glyntaff.
Nos. 33, 34, 35 Bryn Ilan.
Area §o. 2 = MNos. 2 - 6 Cyrchygwas (01d Rd.) Treforest.
Area No. 3 - Nos. 10 = 15 lount Pleasant, Ynysangharad Road.
Ares Fo. 4 = HNos. 152 end 1l6a Bassett St., Coedpenmaen.
jrea No, 5 = Nos. 6 and 7 Davies Court, off Taff Street.
Area No. 6 - lNos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 & 7 Canal Place, Coedpenmaen.
Objections were made by the owners in respect of Areas
numbered 1, 2, 5 and 6, and towards the end of 1956 the Council was
informed that the Ministry's Inspector would hold his Public Inquiry
on 2nd January, 1957.
In the meantime the Department wasconsidering its recommen-
dations for the Council's second year programme to 31st august, 1957.

Thesewlill be presented to the Authority early in the new year for
their eonsideration and subsegquent action.

HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT, 1954 = PART IT

Duri 1956, four applications were made for the issue of
Certificates of Disrepair. These certificates were gronted, and
one which was granted in 1955 was revoked.






INGFECTION AND SUPERVISION OF FOOD

Wilk 2nd Dairies Re
Milk (Speeic] Design:
Mil pec esl

laotions, 1494
sterilise

The following registrotions/licences were issued by the
Pontypridd Urban District Council under the above regulations
during the yeor 1956:

Dairies | Dealers o
Distributors {Other than | T.T. Posteurised Sterilised
Farms)
20 13 T 16 13
Pagteurising Supplementary Dealers
Flant P Fasteurised Sterilised
1 5 5 5

MILE (SPSCIAL VESIGHLTICNS) (SPECIFILD AREAS)
UnlDiGit, 1954

Under the above Order, Pontypridd is included in a Specified
Area, wherein it is illegal to sell by retail for human consumption
any milk other thon specially designated milk.

BACTERTOLOGICAL BXAMINATIONS

The following is a summary of examinations carried out
during the past yeor; all samples heing submitted to the Publie
Hezlth Laboratory, Cardiff.

Ho. of
Graded Milk Sumpies Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
ol WMl su s 5 5 -
T.T. Pasteurised 3 B -
Pasteurised e 57 57 -

Tagte for Tuberecle Baecilli:

During the year, 20 samples were biologically tested at
the Imboratory for tubercle bacilli. All were negative.

Ice=Cream:

& Samples were taken during the year and these were graded
ag followa:

Grade 1 Grode 2 Grade 3 Grade 4
5 = = 3

i In the case of the unsatisfactory samples, advice wos
given as to better production/storage methods.

=






ICE=UREAT PRLITIELG

At 315t December, 19556, there were 149 registercd ice-
cream retailers in this towm. Of these, probably only two
manufacture their own ice-cream, the majority preferring to
purchase the ice~cream ready-made, in hyzienic containers, and
maintaining it at the reguired temperature in refrigerators
rrovided by the wholesaler.

These premises are regularly inspected by the TFood
Inspectors.

FOOD FRUMISES

The following statement sets out the totals of the various
types of food premises within the Pontypridd Urben District:

Butchers 39
Grocers 59
General 135
Confectioner 19
Fruiterers & Greengrocers 31
Chemists : 14
Cafes and Hestaurants 25
Fish Friers 19
Wet Fish Shops 6
Bakeries &

PUBLIC LBATTOIR

The proposced scheme of major improvements, adopted by
the Council in 1954, is still held in abeyesnce, pending the
legislation which pust follow the report of the interdepartmenial
Cormmittee on Slaughterhouses, and in this conneetion the Winistry
has deferred consideration of the Council's application for
sanction to borrow £4,927 towards the cost of those improvements.

During 1956, therefore, it was considered advisable to
renew existing plant and eguipment where necesszary and the
Council a2dopted a scheme for the installation of overhead
garrying rails in the Piggsry. The equipment was scheduled for
installation early in 1957. This scheme, together with the
modernised lighting and new pig-pens, erected in 1955, has
brought ths Piggery to a very feir standerd so that future
programmes may be concentrated on new eguipment in other prts

of the Abattoir.

Duringz 1956, the Ministry refused an apslication for loan
sanction to acquire and develspe the land on the north side of
the Abattoir,

=16=






INSFECTION OF MEAT AND OTHER ¥C0DS

A1l the Council's Public Health Inspectors possess the
additional quelification for the examinntion of mezat and other
foods and thias work is regorded os on important part of their
duties.

The following are particulars for 1956 of the number of
animals slaunghtered and exomined at the Abattoir:-

Heifers ond gheen and
Bulls Cows Steers Calvoes ambs Figs Total
- 350 2,687 1,017 191542 8,273 31,969

The total number of visits podid to the Abattoir and
markets and shops by the Public Health Inspectors for the purposcs
of inspection of mect and other foods was as follows:-

Visits and revisits made to the Public
Abattoir by Meat Inspeobors s« +s s¢ oo oo 605

Visits made to other premises undsr
Public Heclth (ilcat Regulations),
1924 and Food & Drugs Act, 1938 «¢ v s <« 823

1,428

Summory of unsound mect ond other foods surrendercd and
destroyed during th: year ended 31lst December, 1956:-

Tong Cwis. QI‘ « Llbs.

Public ibattoir (Meat -

Tuberculosis) ] 12 - 20
Public Abaitoir (Meat -
Other Disecses) 9 g 3 20
Public Morkets and Shops
(Other Foods) 3 1 = 9%
Total W 16 2 - 21‘&

CONDEMEED MELT AND OFDAL

In accordence with the recommendations of the Ministry of
Food to the effect thot loecal authorities should control the
disposcel of condemned meat and offal from their abattoirs, the
Council has sssumed this responsibility. Periodically, approved
contractors are invited to quote for the purchase of these
materials end the Counecil accepts the most favourable offer,
jconsistent with foeilities to collect on agreed days. All
[ proceeds ore refunded to the owners of the animols concerned.
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of samples

Bampling Officers.

FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955

The Pontypridd Council admirdsters the above Act in this
arca and the Authority's Public Health Inspectors are appointed
Mr. D.Svans Jﬂnﬂs; Mtsﬂ#, FIR*I'G'! of the
Public Heelth Lahoretory, Cardiff, is the Public Analyst
appointed to cet for this district.

In the course of the past year, the following wide range
(formal and informel) were submitted to, end reported

Genuine

Hon-—
Fenuine

Genuine

Hon=
Genuine

Jesicnted Coconut

21t Vinegar ..
White Pepper ..

M o
H MDA R R AW O

=
HmWw WM E oWy P oo mo

Puff Pastry Mix .
T el =0 e e T
Blancmange Powder
Pickles i
Chutney .
Souce  ss ws

Curry Powder s« ss

Canned Strawberries

Lemonade FPowder .
Moarmelede s «+ «
Jam .. .
Glucose T it A
Shredded Suet ’
Tomatoe Puree -
Frult Curd i
Mixed TPeel At
Soda Hint Tablets
Thipping Compound
Christmas Pudding
TMekled Gherkins

Grovnd Cinnamon ..

Canncd Feas .. .
Canned Pudding .
Faggzots s omE s
Black Pudding .
DYAWH = as s s
lieat FPaste Ry
Whiskey ce ae e
Hincemeat ..
Sugﬂr i wa
Bottled Cherries
Dates

&

l.-l
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All milk samples, both formal and informal, were reported
i glhe genuines the percentage of unsound samples was therefore
mil.
: The average composition of the genuine milk samples for
1956 was 3.62% milk fat and 8.73%F solids-not-fat, uumpﬁrad with
the standard laid down in the milk regulctions of 3¢t milk fat
and B.5% solids-not-fat,

PFollowing are particulars of the sub-standard foods:

Ice-croam P 94 Formal Deficient in fat,

42 per cent.
Canned &8 P Informel dample discoloured,
atrawberrias confoined exeessive

amount of iron
(350 pep.nis)

Conned &9 P Informal Sample discoloured,
strawberries coentained excesaive
amounis of iron
(340 DePallla )

In respect of these above deficicnces the following action
woa taken:

P 94 -~ Police court procccdings. Vendor found
guilty end fined 210, with £5.5s8.04.
Advoectes Fee, 14s.0d, Costs and
45.0d. Summons Costs.

88 P & ~ UMNoil considered sufficient evidence fo
84 P clasgify the food as dongeroua.

. On the 2nd Bloreh, 1956, the Distriect Tood & Drugs Inspector
iged 881 tins of unsound food from o shop within the Pontypridd
istriet. Court prococdings were instituted and the vendor wos
Fined £15 on cach of two chorges witi £5.5s8.04. Advocates Feed and
B5.,0d. Summona Fecs. The consignment wos disposcd of in the
presence of the Inspector.

DISPOBAL OF COUDEIED FOOD

L Consignments of food which have becn condemned by the Public
Hoalth Ingpectors as being uwniit for human consumption ore surrendered,
Btaincd and despntched to the Council's controlled tip. The Authority
48 fortunatec in heving cveilable a plentiful and regular supply of

fliue dust, ond the food, with all other refuse, is more than adequately
eovered. The tip is subjeet to regular inspection.

PONTYCRIDD CLEAN POCD ASSOCIATION

The Associction, which wos inouguroted in 1952 by the combined
Bfforts of the Pontypridd Urban Distriet Council and the Pontypridd
Chamber of Trode to promote the hygienic monufacturce, distribution, ;
Gnd hondling of food stuffs in the loenlity, hoe continucd s activities
during 1956, and hos mocoe steady progress during the year, at the end

of which the total membership wos T0.

L The Advisory Committeec are fully awore of the importonce of
peaching food hygienc to all persons engnged in the food trodes, and
particulariy young persons ¢nturing the trode. The gencral public

't also be taught to cpprecicte the clforts which are being mnde on
fheir behnlf in this direction, and encourcgoed to follow up these
Ltorts by the coreful hendling ond storcge of food in their own homes.

sl






With this end in view the Food Advisory Officurs have
crtaken the following duties:

() BShort informal tolks to employcrs and
employees during routine visits to food
shops, cantecons and factorics.

(b) Talks to food trade organisations ond
groups of young poersons engoged in food
handling.

(e) Tolks and demeonstrations on food hygiene
to various intcrestcd orgonisctions.

FOOD HYGIENE RLGULATICHS 1955=56
JD BYL-LAWS

Ho Police Court netion was taken under these bye-laws
during 1956, but complicnee with the various praviainmr is o
constant eancﬂrn of the Food Inspectors.

The comprehensive Codes of Proctice drovm up by the
Clean Food Associntion, and which form the broeis of membership
of the Associztion, cmbody the spirit of the bye-laws and they
are proving of benefit in this connection.

SHOPS ACT 1950

The Council's four Publiec Henlth Inspectors are also
oppointed fhops Inspectors under the chove Act.

During the course of their duties the Inspectors found
that in mony cascs, particulerly zmong the smoller shopkeepers,
there wos but little knowledge of the deioiled provisions of the
fict, and much hos been done to drow their ottention to the most
importont facis ond reguircments.

There werc no prosceytions during 1956.

FBT SHIMALS ACT 1951

This Aet is designed to ensure the humane care of pet animals
gnd it prohibits the szle of such animals except from premiscs which
hove been licensed by o leoecl authority, The Act does not affect

ithe scle of pedlgree cnimals or birds. The Council's Publie Health

ispectors arc authoriscd to inspuet premiscs for this purpose.
Four liccnees were issued in 1956,

ADOPIIVE ACTS, BYRLAWS AND LOGLL REGULATIONS
I TORCE TN THE DISTRICT

4 A complete list of the above was set out in my .nnual
Report for 1954.

HOH-HOTIFIABIE INPLCTIOUS DISDASHS

lone of the disecases usunlly considcred under this heading
iade porticular impoet dwring 1956.

_ Influenza and non-specific respiratory discoses coused no
goncern, and no denths from Gastro-enteritis were reported among
plijldren under two yeaors of age.
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OPHTHAIMIA NEONATORUM

No case. of Ophthalmia Neonatorum was notified during
1956.

Both in number and intensity, this disease has almost
iisappeared, as compared with two or three decades ago. Modern
trentment of mother and infant has led to this gratifying

AMBULANCE PACILITILES

The ambulance service is the responsibility of the
Blamorgan County Council, and the depot serving the Pontypridd
Area is situated at Hawthorn, Nr. Pontypridd. The telephone
qumber is Pontypridd 2522. Ambulance and cars for all types
pf cases are maintained at this depot.

REPLACEMENT OF DESTROYED BEDDING

Authority is given to the Locel Authority, by Section 167,
85.4, of the Public Health Act, 1936, to replace bedding soiled
; suspected of containing infection after infectious diseases.

No such replacement was made in 1956.

CASLS OF INFECTIOUS DISUABES WOTIFIGD
IN ®ACH WARD DURING THE YEaR 1956

' Rhon- | Cil= | Tra-| Tre- Rhyﬂyj
Disease Graig | dda | Town |fynydd| 1llwn | forest| felin | Totals
Hoarlet Fever 24 T2 3 29 4 15 21 1238
Puerperal
| Pyrexia 2 1 | = 1 1 1 - 6
Pneumonia 1 - 2 = = 2 2 7
Erysipelas - - 1 2 il 1 1 &
fhooping Cough 5 9 2 3 - 7 12 38
Tuberculosis:
| Respiratory 4 S 2 3 6 6 14 40
Non-Respiratory 1 1 - 1 - it - L
Paratyphoid-B - - - - | - 2 2 4
[easles i 49 6 1 5 10 6 90
Sonne Dysentery - 1 m = - - - 1
Totals: 51 98 16 40 17 45 58 324
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NOTTFIABLE INFLCTIOUS DISSALSES

Notifications of major infeetions disezases in Pontypridd
during 1956 were agzin relatively low.

Measles to the number of 90, indicated a btig drop on
the figures for the previous year when the high total of 904
cases was reached.

One only of these children, suffering from complications,
wos removed to hospital. Generally the cases were mild and no
deaths were reported.

Scarlet Fever was more prevealent than has becn cbserved
for a number of yosrs, and this was mainly accounted for by a
sharp outbreak in the Spring when there occurred a large
proportion of the 128 total cases notified in the course of
the year., Rether more than half of the children werc cared
for in hospital, mainly on account of overcrowding in the
home or the contzcts' participation in food production or
hand ling.

Onee cgein the distriet was entirely free from Diphtheria
throughout the yeor,

Six cases of Lrysipelas were notified as compared with
nene in the previous year and meningcoccfl infection was
conspicuous by its cbsence, as was also Ophthalmia Neonatorum
and Poliomyelitis. Incculstion ogoinst Poliomyelitis ias
referred o in a later section.

Pneumonis wos of low incidence and the figure of seven
notifications wos similar to that of last year.

Ko ease of Anthrax occurred in 1956, although this
disease is likely to be met with amongst workers on the
Treforest Troding Bstote, where potentially dongerous materials
are handled; this would appecr to reflect increscsed care and
vigilance on the part of the stcff and monagement.

Inoculation againat Whooping Cough as well as Diphtheris
ig provided for by the Child Welfare Services, and combined
inocculation has become increasingly accepted by parents.

A mild cose of Peratyphoid=B occurred in a young girl,
but investigotions failed to reveal the souwwree of infection.

An unusual group of cases of Poratyphoid-E ogeccurred in
the Maternity Vord of o hospitel serving the Pontypridd arca.

This somewhot uncecounicble epidemnic affected 3 infants
in Pontypridd snd after thelir removel from the Moternity
Hospital they were sent to an Isolaticn Hospitel for treatment
until they were shovm to be free from infection.

Food Foisoning ogoin wos rare or absent and the Scnitory
measures token by the Deportment in meat and food inspection
can toke some credit for this result, os well cs clecnliness
and eore on the part of the steff of shops, morket stalls,
dairies and food production premises generzlly.
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. The subject and statisticsz of tuberculozis are declt
with in & further section of this report; they shoew o signifiecnt
reduction in the figures for a number of years past.

Little else of epidemiologiczl interest occurred in
Pontypridd during 1956.

POLIOGMYELITTS VACCIMATION

The nations]l acheme Tfor ths: woeceinotion of ehildren
nﬁainst Poliomyelitis commenced in 1956 under the control of
the respsctive County lMedical Officers.

The Divisional Medieal Officer hos kindly given the
following figurcs showing the progress in the Pontypridd areon
during the yecr:

No. of children sclected wo  ws o 653

No. of children who completed
a full course of injections s s =2

Ho. of children who received
one i]"l.'_l&ﬂtiﬂl’l and who still
avaited & further injﬂﬂﬁiﬂ'ﬂ
on 318t December, 1956 oo o6 s 62

LABORATORY WCRE AND FACILITIES

The Public Health Laboratory, Cordiff, exemines and reports
upon 2ll pathological specimens submittcd from the Pontypridd area.
The number of suspected ond routine specimens sent by the Health
Department and by loecal doctors during the past year wos 92.

These included throat and nose swabs, sputa, blood, pus, faeces,
cerebro-spinal fluid, etc.

Outfits for the collection of specimens for transmission
through the nost are kept ot the ofifiee of the Tublie Health
Department for the use of medical practitioners of the town,

HOSPITAL PROVIEION FOR CASES OF
INFLCTIOUS DISHASES

There hogpital fdnissicn is decmed desirable, cases of
infectionus disense aro accoeptoed nt the Cordiff Isclotion Hospital
at Canton, Cordiff, and 2t the Tyntylc Isolation Hospital, Fentre,
Hhondda. In practice, the more serious types of infectioue
discoses, such os poliomyelitis ond cerebro-spinnl meningitis are
usually treotoed at Coardiff. Speeisl faeilities also exist at the
hospital at Conton for the treotment of tubercular meningitis and
miliary tuberculosis, both of which reguire skilled and prolonged
nureing care and attention.
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TUBZRCULOS IS

The number of local deaths from respiratory tuberculosis
1956 was 4 males and 2 females; there were no deaths in the
pon-pulmonary class. These figures are the same as for 1955 and
pontinued the low figure for deaths which I first noted in my
report for 1954. With 3 deaths in the 45-65 year age group, the
incidence of deaths in relation to age is maintained as in recent
years.

] The following infeormation has been kindly supplied by
ir. J.G.Cox the Pontypridd Chest Physician.

Notifications in 1956 were down considerably on the previous
year and even more so in comparison with the peak years 1950 - 1951.
Phe 1956 figure however, is the same as that of 1947, but it is
probable that the diagnosis of Tuberculosis is now much better than
it was at that time. The present reduction in the T.B. notifications
indicates a reduced tuberculous infectivity of this district as a
result of the effectiveness of present dag treatment as well as
petter economic and housing econditions. This result is, of course,

A finding throughout the world and is not confined to this Area.

The leocal waiting list for admission to Tuberculosis
Hospitals bas been reduced to negligible proportions for male
patients and there is no waiting period for women and children.
there are in fact empty female and children's beds available at
poth Tonteg and Tyntyla Hospitals.

_ The guestion of the utilisation of empty Tuberculosis
beds, and this number is expected to inerease steadily from now
bni, is oecupying the minds of the powers that be. It might be
hat some of these beds will be used for the investigation and
treatment of chronic chest diseases such as Bronchitis and
Bronchiectasis, conditions which need, but have not always
eceived, Hospital investigation and treatment.

VACCINATION WITH BJC.G.

: The vaceination of Contacts of Tuberculosis is the responsibllity
0f the Chest Service, and the vaccination of school leavers is carried
put by the School Medical Service.

The Pontypridd Chest Clinic has continued its B.C.G. work
to the fullest possible extent, and the following table gives
comparative figures for the last three years.

B.C.G. Vaccinations - Pontypridd
and Rhondda Area

1954 1955 1956

a, Infants (pre-school children) 137 99 350
b. Children (5 - 15 years) 513 571 560
e, Adults 179 218 208

_ The total number of Mantoux tests carried out by the Clinic
ptaff during 1956 totalled 2358, 5 2 :

It will be seen that the numbers for children and adults are
almost statiorary, and pre-school infant figures have incrcased
ponsiderably in 1956.
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INFANT WHLFARE

There has been no change in the number or scope of the
Infant Welfare Centres in Pontypridd now administered by the
Glamorgan County Council.

The following Clinics hold weekly sessions:

Pontyprddd .. .. .. ... Central (linic, Park.

Treforest +. .. .. .. Saron Chapel Vestry.

Rhydyfelin «.« ++ ++ 4« Ebenezer Chapel

Hopkinstown s« s+ »s 0ld Age Pensioners Welfare
Hall, Poundry Hoad.

In addition, fortnightly sessions are held at:

Hawthorn <« ++» ++. .. Bethel Chapel Hall.
Pontshonnorton .. .. .. lMerthyr Road Clinic.,

By arrangement with the Glamorgan County Council your
Medical Officer of Health continues to act as Medical Officer for
four of fthese centres in this town.

CO-OPLRATTON WITH VOLUNTARY BODIES

Mr. William Rees, the local Imnspector of the National Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, has kindly sent me the
following report of the Society's work in the Pontypridd district
during 1956.

During the year, he dealt with 51 cases, affecting the
welfare of 110 children, surmarised as:

Hﬂglel‘:t & @ L] L] o 20

111l -trezatment pa 8
Beyond econtrol S S 4
Horal Danger .. .« s 3
Aid or advice sought .. 16

The Inspector expresses his gratification that in the majority
of cases, he was able to bring about a measure of improvement in the
conditions under which these children lived without resort to prosecution
or the removal of the children to Homes, but this entailed very many
visits of supervision before the Society was satisfied that there were
improvements.

In two instances, he was obliged to take children before the
Juvenile Court. In the first, & boy of 14 years had lost his home
through his parents separating and had "lodged" in five different
places in as many weeks. The second case concerned a mother who was
afreid of her 15 year old son who had threatened her on several
occasions. Efforts to help him failed and he was eventually sent
to an Approved School.

In several instances, Mr. Hees was called to deal with
unnecessary suffering to children caused by parents constantly
quarrelling and fighting in front of the children. When this
occurs, life is made most difficult for the children with serious
damage which may affect the child's whole future.

The Inspector closes his report with thanks and appreciation

of wy department's co-operation over many years, and I reciprocate
in acknowledging his kindness, zeal and ever-ready co-operation.
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BIRTH RATuS, DEATH RAT=S, ANALYSIS OF MORTALITY,
MAT RNWAT, MORTALITY AWD CASE-RAT:S FOR CHRTAIN INFACTIOUS
DISEABES IN THE YEAR 1956

FROVISIONAL FIGUEES BASED ON QUARTURLY RETURNS

i England
Pontypridd i & Wales
: i
Births | Rate per 1,000 Home Population
! |
Live 14.2 R
Still | 27.1 (&) | 23.0 (a)
Deaths |
All causes 12.4 | 11.7T
A1l ecauses under 1 year |
of age 18.6 Eb% ; 23,8 %ng
Total Maternal Deaths 1.8 (b | 0.6 (b
(a} Per 1,000 Total (Live & Still) Births
(b) Per 1,000 Iive Births
e | = -
I
______ Ponkypridd
| %6 | 1%
i I
Deatha Rate per 1,000 Home Population
Whooping Cough 0.0 : 0.0
Diphtheria 0.0 0.0
Maberculosis Q.16 0.15
Influensa 0.10 H 0.10
Smallpox 0.0 0.0
Acute Poliomyelitis &
Policencephalitis 0.0 0.0
Pneumonia 0.42 0.47
Notificotions !Garructedl
Tvphoid, and
Paratyphoid Fever 0.11 0.0%
Meningococcal Infection 0.0 0.0
Scarlet Fever 3.39 0.76
Whooping Cough 1.01 O.47
Diphtheria Q.0 0.0
Erysipelas 0.17 0.0
Food Poisoning 0.0 Q.0
Measles 2.39 23,8
Prieumonia 0.19 0.18
Acute Poliomyelitis & |
Policencephalitis 0.0 0.0%
Dysentery 0.03 0.63
Tuberculosis 1.17 1.56
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