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Public Health Department,
Central Clinic,
Pontypridd.
June 1956.

To the Chairman and iliembers of the jlealih Committee
of the Pontypridd Urban District Council.

lir. Chairman, ifrs. Williams and Gentleuwen,

Onece agein it is my privilege to present the Annual
Report of my Department. The year 1955 was notable for an
exceptionally pleasant summer and these favourable conditions were
reflected in the publiec health which gemerazlly maintained a high
level of freedom from the major preventzble diseases. More than
ever before, the citizen of today can look forward to a greater
expectation of 1ife, lesa illuess, better medical care and treaiment
and quicker recovery.
Housing - ledical science is constantly progressing; new discoveries
and technigues are quickly put into use, but one vastly important
health factor which continues %o lag hopelessly behind is housing.
Pontypridd is endeavouring to get rid of many of its sub-standard
dwellings, but the public are too easily satisfied with bad housing
conditions, lack of amenities in the home, and existence in dwellings
that are worn-out and incapeble of proper repair or modernisation.
There can be no confidence in the progress or even the maintenance of
the public health until this socio-economic problem has been overcome,
and primitive housing standards superseded.
Health in Pontypridd - Amonget the statisticsl data in the body of

this report, the wost noteworthy figures relate to the continued low
level of deaths from tuberculosis and the absence of maternal
mortality. There was a considerable drop in the number of births
within the wrban area, but the infantile mortality rate was
unfortunately sbove the average; +the majority of the infant deaths
occurring in the first month of life. There were nco deaths from any

of the major infectious diseases.
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SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THS AREA

VATER SUPPLY

The Pontypridd and Rhondda Joint Water Board provides
an ample and constant service of pure water to all houses and premises
with the exception of a few scattered cottages and farmhouses on the
borders of the Urban Area.

All the water is treated by modern approved methods of
chlorination and filtration, and if is possible o main®ain, in all
parte of the district, a reasonable supply even during periods of
drought.

Bacteriological and chemical examinations of the water
are carried out at all stages of its collection, treatment and
distribution. These examinations are undertaken by the Public
Health Taboratory, Cardiff, and they are, in the main submitted by
the above-named Doard. "Spot" samples are taken intermittently
by the Sanitary Inspectors.

The number of samples so0 dealt with during the year
1955 was:-

(a) Bacteriological:

Raw water e - - 8

Treated water going into supply ... 25
(b) Chemical:

Raw water S i g

Treated water going into supply ... 6

Reporta on the above samples of treated water were
satisfactory. The raw water was also of adequate purity.

The soft upland surface water, some 3,250,000 gallons
a day, is treated at the Works with lime or chalk, raising the
pl figure to 7.3, and then filtered and finally chlorinated and
there is no action on lead. The Analyst states that this process
"indicates satisfactory treatment". Additional supplies are
obtained from Taf Fechan Water Board.

The number of houses supplied direct from the mains in
Pontypridd is 9,955.

There are no stand-pipes in use within the Pontypridd
BI'2E .

iiscellanous samples were taken from mountain springs
and streams; some were reported to he unsatisfactory in varying
degree, and appropriate action was taken.


















FROSECUTIONS UWDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 1936

In the course of the year ended 31st December, 1955,
twenty prosecutions were instituted by the Sanitary Inspectors, as a
result of non-compliance with the requirements of statutory notices
served under the Public Health Act, 1936.

In fifteen cases the work had been completed at the
late of the adjourned hearings and the cases were withdrawn on payment
of costs; 4in three instances the Court made orders for the work to be
sarried out within three months; the remaining two cases were dismissed

In charges against the occupier and owner respectively
In regard to land alleged to be used as an unauthorised camping site,
the occcupier was fined £2 and £1. 1. 0d costa but the cuse against the
wner was dismiesed.

Two charges against the owners of adjacent properties
tn respect of repairs to a drain were dismissed by the Court.

PACTORIES ACT, 1937

The Sanitary Inspectors paid 67 visits to factories
luring the year and, in 5 cases, notices were served to abate nuisances,
111 of which were subseguently remedied.

Generally, a2ll the factories were found to be in a
satisfactory condition, and in no instance was it necessary to take
.E%al action for the contravention of any of the provisions of the above
LCTh .

CREL. TOR TUR

The following particulars have kindly been supplied
iy the Superintendent:-

iremations for year ended 351st December, 1954 .ucvievsennsanns 1,898
‘remations for year ended 31st December, 1955 .eveveassenaans . 25097

S The cremations in 1955 show an inerease of 199 over

It is interesting to note that by the end of 1955,
‘remations carried out in Pontypridd totalled 20,201.

_ _ A new electronic organ was installed in the Chapel
luring 1955 and dedicated on Tth January, 1956.

Towards the end of the year, permission was given to
E@nstruct a car park and to lay out the adjacent land for a Garden of
test to provide additional burial plots for the internment of caskets
iontaining cremated remains.

CALIPTNG SITHES

Ho 1inencg3 have been issucd in respect of camping
Wites by the Local iuthority; nor are there any sites within the arsa
shich are approved for this purpose.
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UHAUTHORIOED CAMPING

Section 56 of the Glamorgan County Council Act permits
g local authority to make a complaint to a court of summary
jurisdiction where it appears to the Authority that amenities are
affected or residents in the disfrict are annoyed by the conduct of
the cccupiers of moveable dwellings, but during 195¥ the Council did
not need to use this provision.

The original byelaw which is now, in effect, absorbed
in the present Act, has undoubtedly eased the local problem but the
difficulties facing the itinerants appear to grow proportionately.

SCAVENGTIG

The collections of refuse and waste material for 1955
amounted to 1%,668 tona, an average of 44% tons per working day.

The refuse is conveyed to a tip at Hantgarw where flue
dugt from ‘the Upper Boal Station is also tipped. As the output from
the Power Station is approximately 500 - 600 tons per day, the refuse
iz provided with very adeguate cover, so that there should be no
nuisance from the wethod of disposal now in operation.

RODENT CORTROL

Two men are engaged full time to deal with day-to-day
complaints and routine duties of rodent infestation. '

The following tables give a sumnary of action during

1955:=
Number of Premises Treated
Rats llice
26 Business Premises 19
Egi Others Ezi
620 Total infestations 393

The sewers in the area were treated in Harch and
September, 1955. In the Harch treatment, sausage rusk and zine
phosphide were the bait and poison and in September, bread mash and
arsenious oxide were used.

This work was successful and is considered to have
reduced the surface infestation to a fair degree.

VERMINOUS PREMISES

The methods employed in this loeality for dealing with
verminous premises have been outlined in previous reports. The number
of premises dealt with during the year under review was as follows:-

{i; Henfiedd NODEGA .acsesssissscss e 20
(1i) Other dwelling houses .......... 15
{iii}lﬂther Pcremisﬂs T T R R 9

This form of nuisance was not pronocunced or troublesome

in 1955.






OFFENSIVE TRADES

The following offensive trades are established in
the district:-

I{ﬂg Etﬂragﬂ an'd. Eﬂrtiﬂ.g & F @ & & B B B B B W OB & B F & B @& 3
Fallmﬂnger @ @ B @ # B @ B B @ B @ @ & F B B F B B B B B R EFF R EE 1

The above premises and trades are conducted
gatisfactorily sc as to lead to the minimum of nuisance.

CORIMON T.ODGING HOUSES

There is only one common ledging house in the Pontypridd
ares. The premises are revisited periodically by the sanitary staff
and are maintained in a satisfaciory manncr.

SWIHNING BATHS AND POCLS

Pontypridd possesses a4 municipal open-air swismming
bath and a paddlins pool situated in the Ynysangharad Park. The
adult bath holds 460,000 gallons and the juvenile pool 180,000
gallons.

A large capacity filtration and purification plant
treats the water of both baths by chemical precipitation, filtration,
asration and finally chlerination.

Six samples of bath water were taken on two occasions
for bacteriological and chemical examination. In spite of the
pmlonged hot weather and the consequent extensive use of the bath and
pool only one sample was unsatisfactory; this sample was taken from
the bath outlet pipe. an adjustment of the water treatment was
immediately effective and a follow-up sample was satisfactory.

The peddling pool in particular is greatly appreciated
by the younger generation, and ot weck-ends and during school holidays
an enormous number of children take advantage of the facilities
provided; when the weather permits. These healthy activities in open
air and sunlight are most beneficizl and rewarding.

HOUSTIHG

In the post-war period B80T new houses have been completed
and occupied. During 1955 advance preparation of a portion of the
Glyncoch Site in readiness for the erection of 250 houses has been
completed. 60 traditional type houses hove been erected and occupied
jand work has begun on the construction of a further 100 traditional-
type houses on this aite.

In oddition, private enterprise accounted for the
ifollowing new dwelling houses:-

fumber of houses EWPlEtEd R R R A R R 3

Nurber of houses comuenced ..scssssv.csss0s 1






COUNC LT, HOUSES

Particulars of the dwelling houses owned by the
Pontypridd Local Authority at the end of 1955 are set out below:-

Consolidated Housing Scheme .eovsesvscvsrsvronss 1,413
Inys TeITSes sesesscoes Ge ks rissas e ne e 28
GWErnygerwl «c. .. L S Y 17
Duffryn House and Danygraig House «eecevciecens 4

Taken over by the Counecil:-

Swall Dwellings Acquisition Aects,
1899 - 1923 and Housing Acts,

1923 = 1925 cverecoravnnrans vesesasasarennas oas 34
Total ccesasnes sssraseaa « 1,496

HGUEIJG ACT 19 E Parts I1 and 1IL
i T, 105&, Seeotion 1

To give effect to the requirements of Section 1 of the
Houging Repeirs and Rents Act, 1951, the depariment made & survey
of the properties in the town and during the inspection, the following
matters were taken into consideration o8 apecified in Section 9 of
the Act:i-

HOUST

Hepair

Stability

Freadom from Damp

Hatursl Lighting

Ventilation

Wiater Supply

Urajnage ond Eanitcry Coaveniences

Facilities for Storage, rfreparation ond Cooking
of Food and for the Disposal of Waste VWater.

P e e e g T
S Re RO oR

The ledical Officer of Heoclth's report on the survey,
which woas udﬂptﬂd by the Council, set out a list of properties
congidered %o be unfit for humon habitation, as & suggested 15-year
programme and from thet list recommended 227 houses for inelusion
in elecrance arecs and 82 houses for demolition action in & 5-year
scheme. The Counci) ultimntely selected 48 properties for ineclusion
in six elearance orecs s 1ts progromme for the first twelve months
ending 31st August, 1956.

In his CGireular 54/55, the iinister of Housing =nd Loeal
i Government pointed out to Couneils thot they should toke action to
ensurc thot, as for as possible, intending house purchesers should not,
in orance of the initentions of local cuthorities, purchase houses
iwhich were likely to be included in clearanoe arez or damolition schemes
fand in this connection the funtvpridﬂ U. D. ¢. has published press
inotices ndvising would-be purchnsers to enguire at the Public Health
| Deportment before ggreeing to purchose property in this town.

HOUSING RESATRS AJID HOWTS ACT, 1954 — PART IT

During 1955, five applications were mode for the issue
of Certificates of Disrepoir. Three certificetes were gronted, one
of which wos later revoked on the completion of outstanding works, and
the other two were refused.







INSFECTION ANTD SUFPERVISIOL OF FOOD

hegulations, 1U4Yy
The following registrations/licences were issued by the

Pontypridd Urban District Council under the above regulations during

the year 1955:-
Distributors | Dairies | Dealers : LT
(Other than T.T. | rasteurised : Sterilised’
! Farus) ! ! | :
_ e e :
20 | 13 D& E 16 ' 13
Pastourising | Supplenentary Dealers
Plant § | PR Pasteurised St r‘l:i.s.-a.aﬂ|
- - - .-.-I-.—.._.-..-.-__.—..__._.“.-__...._—.__.-.
1 | 5 1 5 5 ;
! =il B Ana s

18

IIK (SPECIAL DESIGHATIONS) (SPBCIRTED ARBAS)

lst April, 1
it is illege
than specicl

dur

ing the pest year;

ORDER, L1954

Under the obove COrder, which caune into force on the
954, Pontypridd is ineluded in a Specified Arez, wherein
1l to sell by retoil for human consunption any nilk other
ly designated uilk.

BACTERTOLOGTICAT, EXALITIATIONS

The following is & swmary of exaninations carried out
all sauples being subnitted to the Public

Health Laboratory, Cordiff.

Graded Hilk

T.T. Milk
T.T. Pasteur

Fagteurised .

Sterilised

Ho. of Satisfactory Ineatisfactory
amples
...... 2 1 ik -
ised .. 9 9 -
RO ) EE 26 !
....... 1 a5 =

Tests for Tubercle Bacilli

the Laborato

Ice=Cream

During the year, 7 samples were bioclogically tested at

ry for tubercle bacilli. All were negative.

5 samples were taken during the year and these were

graded as follows:-

Grade 1 Grade 2
4 =

Grade 3 Grade 4
q i -

In the case of the unsatisfactory sample, advice was
given as to better production/storage methods.

14






Other Foods

Five samples were taken from stocks of Chinese liquid
egg albumen in a Pontypridd depot which formed the residue of a
conslgnment landed at Liverpool Docks. A sample taken at Liverpool
had been found to contain Salmonella organisms. Samples were
submitted to the Public Analyst in June and July, 1955 and it was
reported that no Salmonella was isolated.

ICE-ChuAl: FREMISES

At 31st December, 1955, there were 144 registered
ice-cream retailers in this town. Of these, probably only two
manufacture their own ice-cream, the majority preferring to purchase
the ice-cream ready-made, in hygienic containers, and maintaining
it at the required temperature in refrigerators provided by the
wholesaler.

These premises are regularly inspected by the Food

Inspectors.
FRELTSES WHERE FOOD IS PREPARED IN THE DISTRICT
Fried fish shops ..... i e b P e A S e g S 28

Butchers moking sausages,
= e e 24

FUBLIC ABATTOIR

The proposed scheme of major improvements, adopted by
the Council in 1954 and referred to in my report for that year, is
st11l held in abeyance pending the legislation which must Tollow
the Report of the Interdepartmental Committee on Slaughterhouses.

Towards the end of the year, however, it became
apparent that such major schemes involving the expenditure of public
funds were likely to be affected by the Government's declared intention
of curbing national and local expenditure, and the Council therefore
found its programme delayed by a two-fold obstruction.

During the year 1955, therefore, it was considered
prudent to renew existing plant and equipment where necessary and
provide comparatively minor improvements which had been envisaged
in the annual estimates and which were within the scope of the
(Couricil's finances. The most important of these was the provision
of new pig pens situated under cover in the basement to replace the
original unsatisfactory lairage and provide a higher standard of
{protection for animals requiring to be retained pending slaughter.
The whole lighting system of the basement was reconstructed to rermit
more thorough clegning of the pens and improve the facilities for
{the slaughtermen employed therein.

There has been a noticeable increase in the number of
{personnel using the Abattoir since meat became decontrolled and
extra toilet facilities were built during the year.






INSPUCTION OF MEAT AND OTHER FOODS

All the Council's Sanitary Inspectors possess the
additional qualification for the examination of meat and other foods
and this work is regarded as an important part of their duties.

The following ere particulars for 1955 of the
number of animale slaughtered and examined at the Abattoir:-

Bulls Cows Heifers and Calves <cheep and Lambs Pigs Total
wheers

4 442 2,413 954 22,331 7,413 33,537

The total number of visits paid to the Abattoir and
markets and shops by the Sanitary Inspectors for the purposes of
inspection of meat and other foods was as follows:-

Visits and revisits made to the Public
Abattoir by Meat INSpectors .. e-cssrvessscsnssrens 693

Visits made to other premises under
Public Health (Meat Regulations), 1924
Bl Food & Drugs Keh, 1838 c..cciisnnrsasnsnsnnnnis TLT

1,410

Summary of unsound meat and other foods surrendered
and destroyed during the year ended 31lst December, 1955:-

Tonne Cwts. Qrs. Lbs.

Public Abattoir (Meat - Tuberculosis) ..... [ 11 =: 2pk

Publie Abattoir (lieat - Uther Diseases) ... 11 2 2 3

Public Markets and Shops (Other Foods) .... 2 12 2 25k
R e i I 20 6 1 [ERE

CONDEMMED MEAT AWD OFFAL

In accordance with the recommendations of the Ministry
of Food to the effect that local authorities should control the
disposal of condemned meat and offal from their abattoirs, the
Council has assumed this responsibility. Periodically, approved
contractors are invited to quote for the purchase of these materials
and the Council accepts the most favourable offer, consistent with
facilities to collect on agreed days. All proceeds are refunded
to the owners of the animals concerned.






The following table shows the percentage figures for
the year ended 31st December, 1955 of those carcases affected with -

(1) Tuberculosis
(2) Diseases other than Tuberculosis

Rumber inspected:-

Bulls Cows Heifers and Calves wheep & Iambs Pigs
Eers
4 442 2,413 934 22,331 72413

(1) Tuberculosis only:

Bulls Cows Heifers and Calves BSheep and Lambs FPigs

steers
Carcases - 3 5 2 - 1t
Part 1 20 216 = & 75
Percentage 25% 25% 4. 9% 12.5% - 1.2%
(2) All diseases other Cattle Calves Sheep & Iambs DPigs
than Tuberculosis

Whole carcases

condemned - 2 20 4
Carcases of which

some part or organ

was condemned 1,207 - 2,095 159

Percentage of the

number inspected

affected with

disease other than

Tuberculosis 42.2% 0. 2% 9. 456 1.1%

(3) Cysticercus Bovis

The carcases of 5 caitle and 1 cow were submitted to
treatment by refrigeration, giving a percentage of 0.2.

SLAUGHIER OF ANTMATS ACT, 1933

Section 1 of the Act is applicable within the Area to
sheep, ewes, wethers; rams and lambs, and with the exception of
Kogher meat, all cattle are humanely killed by the captive bolt
pistol and the smaller animals are electrically stunned before
slaughter.

21 licences under Section 3 of the Slaughter of Animals
(ﬁmen%gggt} Act, 1954 were granted by the Council tooperate for the
year

s L e






- - i
1 .
(1]







All milk samples, both formal and informal, were
reported to be genuine; the percentage of unsound samples was
therefore nil.

The average composition of the genuine milk samples for
1955 was 3.54% milk fat and 8.69% solids-not-fat, compared with the
standard laid down in the milk regulations of 3% wilk fat and 8.5%
solida-not-fat.

Following are particulars of the sub-standard foods:-

Sausage 51P Informal Contained preservative,without
declaration.

Ice-Cream 54P Informal Deficient in fat 32%.

Sausage 61P Informal Contained preservative, without
declaration.

S.R. Flour 127P Informal TInfested with meal mites.

Vinegar F154 Formal Consisted of coloured, dilute

golution of acetie acid.

In all the above cases, the vendors were interviewed,
and the following action was taken:-

51P, 61F - Dealers instructed to display notices. Iater samples
satisfactory.

54F - Interviewed on the instructions of the Council and
advised on apparatus and methods of production.

127Pp —~ BStock voluntarily surrendered and destroyed.

154 - Warning letter sent to vendor.

DISPOSAT, OF CONDEHNSED FOOD

Consignments of food which have been condemned by the
Sanitary Inspectors as being unfit for human consumption are
surrendercd and despatched to the Council's controlled tip. The
Authority is fortunate in having available a plentiful and regular
supply of flue dust, and the food, with all other refuse,; is more
than adequately covered. The tip is subject to regular inspection.

FORTYPRIDD CLEAW FOOD ASSOCIATION

In the course of the year a further five food traders
brought their premises up to the high standard required by the

Association and were presented with their certificates by the Chairman
of the Council at the April monthly mecting of the Council.

The Food Advisory Officers continue to give food hygiene
lectures to various interested societies and informal talks to food
hendlers at food preparation establishments throughout the urban area.

FOOD BYELAWS

No Police Court action was token under these byelaws
during 1955, but compliance with the various provisions is a constant
concern of the Food Inspectors.

The comprehensive Codes of Practice drawn up by the
Clean Food Association, referred to in previous annuzl reports, embody
the spirit of the byelaws and they are proving of benefit in this
connecticn.

i e












CANCLR

- Deaths from Cancer (all forms) in Pontypridd recorded
during 1955 were as follows:-

. liales Temales Notal
. L] !
' 35 29 62

. The above figures, constituiing a death rate of 1.6,
2 decrease on those of lasi year, when the total reached 80
~death~rate of 2.3. The nunber of dcaths from cancer of the
‘in 1955 was 7, a big decrease from lasi year's total of 20.
generally the case, all were wales.

It seems likely that in this area the prevalencc of
damage due to pneuwoconiosis mey be a conditioning factor.

pr It is notewortiy that lung cancer now kills more
ong than tuberculosis.

HOTIRIARLE DISTASES (OTHOR PHAW PURERCULOSIS)DURING 1955

Diszease Total cosmes Cazes admnitted Total
notified to hospital Deaths
2 2 -
ol 1 (d
29 25 o
1 Pyrexia 2 1 o
2 T 2 -
Heonatorum 11 1 -
18 2 -
1 1 -
! 3 2 =
i 904 10 1
: 24 8 Z

PUCLPERAT, FYREITA RUEGULAMTCONS, 19359

Two cases of Puerperal Pyrexic were reported during the
. one from hospital ond the other by the family doctior of a
'%Lnurseﬂ at home. These responded to treatment and no deaths

SATERIAY, DORTPATLTTY

4 feature of 1955, to which I also drew attention in my
2port, is the entire absence of deaths from puerperal causes,
Wwith the very low incidence of puerperzl pyrexia.

One of the most insistent and loudebls aims of a health

2 hes been to make the notural process of childbirth less

18 for the mother. It seems thot success is being achieved and
cliniecs and maternal care devised towards this end were well






in 1955;
resulted.

disappeared, as compared with two or three decades ago.

ig situated at Hawthorn, Hr. Fontypridd.

OPHTHATMIA NEONATORUM

Only one case of ophthalmia neonatorum was notified

this was treated in hospital and no impairment of vision

Both in number and intensity, this disease has almost
Kodern
treatment of mother and infant has led +to this gratifying result.

ABULANCE FACILIPIES

The ambulance service is the responsibility of the

Glamorgan County Counecil, and the depot serving the Pontypridd area
The telephone number is
Ambulances and cars for all types of cases are

Euntinridd 2522,

intained at this depot.

167, ss.4, of the Public Health Act, 1936, to replace bedding

REPLACAUENT OF DESTROYED EEDDING

Authority is given to the Local Authority, by dection

soiled and suspected of containing infection after infectious

diseases.
No such replacement was made in 1955.
CASES GF"IHFEETIGUETDISnASEE:MDTIFIED
Dizease i Graig| Rhon- ;| Town | Cil- Tro-— Tre- | Rhydy- Totals
i dda fynyddi 1lwn foreast | felin
| f 2o e o
rlet Fever 2 5 1 5 T 2 T 29
rperal
Wrexia - 1 - - - 1 - 2
umonis 2 2 - 1 il 1 - T
ithalmia
'GIHtGI'Lm - - 1k - - - - 1l
domyelitis:
ralytic - - - - - - 2 2
n=Paralytic - - - C- 1 - - 1
woping Cough | 4 1 2 1 3 1k (] 18
ierculosis: i
tory ¥ B 8 5 T 5 10 15 56
ﬁrﬂﬂupiratory 1 - - - - 1 1 3
ara - 1 - 3 - i - 3
' = = - = 1 = - 1
108 69 B8 122 84 | 194 239 904
2 il = i - = 20 24
125 88 97 138 1062 211 290 1,051
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WOTIFIABLE INFECTIOUS DISEASES
There was a comparatively low incidence of the major

infectious diseases in Pontypridd during 1955, with the exception of

Heasles which although absent in the previous year, was unusually
iprevalent- A few of those children suffering from complications were
‘removed to hospital. Generally the cases were mild and only one death
{was attributed to this disease; that of a child of two years.

i Twenty-nine cases of Scarlet Fever were notified; a
Efaductiﬂn on the figure for the previocus year. The majority of these
?children were cared for in hospital, mainly on account of overcrowding
iin the home or the contacts' participation in food production or
;hanﬂling.

A pporadic and clinically mild case of Paratyphoid-B occcurring
fin 2 child was notified. Investigations showed that this was imported

‘into the distriect from England. The child came to Pontypridd during

'the incubation period and was taken ill shortly after arrival here.

{The patient was removed to hospital and made a satisfactory recovery.

' Diphtheria once again was entirely absent throughout the year.
Inoculation against Whooping Cough as well as Diphtheria is

{provided by the Child Welfare service, znd the combined inoculation is

‘becoming increzsingly accepted by parents.

|
I

Helther Meningococcal infection nor Erysipelas was reported,

lthough the odd case is always likely to arise.

Fuerperal Pyrexia, Pneumonia, and Ophthalmia Neonatorum
decurred in very small numbers and gave no cause for concern.
Three instances of localised Anthrax were notified amongst
borkers on the Treforest Trading Estate in factories where potentially
erous materials are handled. None was fatal, thanks to modern

ntibiotic treztment.






Two cases of Poliomyelitis of the paralytic type were
reported, as well as one confirmed case which was non-paralytic. All
were young children who reccived proupt hospital treatment, and no
deaths toolk place.

In the month of April my Department was informed that
gseveral children were absent from the Rhydyfelin Hursery School on
agcount of o bowel complaint. This was accordingly investigated and
found to be caused by Sonne Dysentery. flecnwhile other children
fell sick and all those concerncd were excluded from school. I was
in cloge touch with the Lducation Secrefary and Divisional Medical
Officer and was offered the help of the School Wurses and Health
Visitors. Also the local doctors co-opercted and supplied me with
information as to the progress of their potients and contacts in the
homes.

All children and staff were swabbed and positive cases dealt
with appropriatcly. At the peak of this smell epidemic, two members
of the stoaff and 135 children gave positive results.

Weekly follew-up tests were .made and this small epidemic
rather guickly subsided.

Hone of the food consumed on the premises was found to be
infected, and there is little doubt that foodstuffs were not involwved
on this occasion. Rother was it an exomple of case-to-case infection.

Ho instances of food poisoning were met with. The
I Pontypridd Cleon Food Association coupled wiih an active Sanitary
Department and full cnd efficient mect inspection con toke some
eredit for this result.

The subject ond statisticas of Tuberculeosis are dealt with
in 4 further section of this report.

Little else of epidemiological interest occurred in
Pontypridd duriﬁg 1955.






TABORATORY WORK AND FACILITIES

The Public Health Iaboratory, Cardiff, examines and reports
upon all pathological specimens submitted from the Pontypridd area.
The number of suspected and routine specimens sent by the Health
Department and by local doctors during the past year was 835. These
included throat and nose swabs, sputa, blood, pus, faeces, cerebro-
gpinal fluid ete.

Outfits for the collection of specimens for transmission
through the post are kept at the office of the Public Health Department
for the use of medical practitioners of the town.

i HOSEITAT, PROVISION FOR CASES OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Where hospital zdmission is deemed desirable, cazes of
infectious disecase are accepbted at the Cardiff Isclation Hospital at
Canton, Cardiif and at the Tyntyla Isolation Hospital, Pentre, Rhondda.
In practice, the more serious types of infectious diseases, such as
poliomyelitis and cerebro-spinal meningitis are usually treated at
Cardiff. Specilal facilities also exist at the hospital at Canton for
the trectment of tubercular meningitis and miliary tuberculosis, both
of which require skilled and prolonged nursing care and attention.

The Isolation Hospital at Tonteg, formerly administered by the
Pontypridd Council now functions as a Tuberculosis Sanatorium under the
eontrol of the Welah Hegional Hospital Board. This hospital has a
capacity of fifty-six beds and both male and female cases are admitted
for treatment. Ten of the beds are provided for children.

PUBLIC HEATTH ACT, 1925 - SECTION 62 and

PUBLIC HEALTH TJ:EI%, 1956 ~ SRECTION 172

The Local Authority took no action under these sections
during 1955.

TUREERCULOSIS = NUOW CASES AND MORTALITY
DURLHGE 1955
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TUBERCULOBIS DEATH RATES

The local death rate from Tuberculosis per 1,000 of the
population for 1955 and the previous five yecars was as follows:-

195  195¢ 1953 1952 1951 1950

Respiratory 0.16 0.13 0.27 0.39 0.33 0.51
Hon-Respiratory ——— —— - e .05 0.03 0.05
411 forms of

Tuberculosis 0.16 0.13 0.27 0. 44 0.36 0.56






PUBERCULOSIS

The number of local deaths from respiratory tuberculosis
in 1955 comprised 4 males and 2 females. There were none in the
non-pulmonary classification. The corresponding figures for the
previous year were 4 males and 1 female. All these cases had been
| notified to the Medical Officer of Health during life. All the males
| and one female concerned were in the 45 - 65 age-group. It will be
seen that the low record of deaths from this disease occurring in 1954
has been practically maintained. The high ratio of male deaths,
which largely take place in the older age-groups, almost certainly
reflects the increased risk attending cases of pheumoconiosis amongst
underground miners who form a large proportion of the manual workers
in this locality.

Dr. J. Glyn Cox is Chest Physician for the greater district
which includes Pontypridd. The pattern in this Urban District as
regards the incidence of tuberculosis follows that of the country in
general and this is borne out by Ir. Cox's informative report which he
has very kindly submitted and which I have pleasure in reproducing
herewith.

"The tuberculosis pieture in this country, and in fact
the whole world, has changed completely since anti-tuberculosis
Chemotherapy has become available. The mortality rate has fallen
steeply during the last 7 - B8 years and Tuberculosis ean no longer
be regarded as cne of the major "killing" diseases.

Unfortunately, the level of infection in the Pontypridd
and RHhondda area is high, and this is shown by the continued high
notification rate. A reduction in this rate cannot be expected for
some time, and it is dependent on improved treatment of the "chronic"
cagse and better methods of prevention. From the Tuberculosis workers'
view point B.C.G. vaccination of susceptible persons will, in the long
run, help considerably in reducing the incidence of Tuberculosis.
Unfortunately, this work is limited by available time and staff.

During 1955 the number vaccinated with B.C.G. in the
Pontypridd and Rhondda Area by the Clinic staff was B8ES8. In addition,
the School Medical Service is responsible for the vaccination of
Mantoux-negative school leavers. Thiz vaccination of school leavers
is, I consider, of paramount importance as it gives protection to the
new entrants of industry, wmany of whom will be coming into contact
with “open", unsuspected, Tuberculosis for the first time.

Duri the last few years Tonteg Hospital (56 beds) and
Tyntyla Hospital (70 beds) have been converted for Tuberculosis
treatment with the result that the waiting period for admission has
been reduccd to negligible proportions. In addition, the surgieal
treatment of Hespiratory Tuberculosis cases has been speeded up and
this waiting list has also disappeared.

It must, of course, be remembered that patients accepted

for surgery often nced prolonged medical treatment before the lung
| lesions are in the correct condition for operation.®

! INPANTITE MORTALITY DURING THE YEAR 1225
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INFANT WELFARE

There has been no change in the number or scope of
the Infant Welfare Centres in Pontypridd now administered by the
{Glamorgan County Council.

The following Cliniecs hold weekly sessions:-

Pontypridd i e Central Clinic, Park
Treforest e Gria saron Chapel Vestry
Rhydyfelin o coe Ebenezer Chapel

| Hopkinstown cor .o 0ld Age Pensioners Welfare

Hall, Foundry Hoad.
In addition, fortnightly sessions are held at:-
Hawthorn B i Bethel Chapel Hall
Pontshonnorton “on ses Merthyr Road Clinic.
By arrangement with the Glamorgan County Council your
ﬂEﬂlﬂnl Officer of Health continues to act as Medical Officer for
{four of these centres in this town.

CO-OFERATICN WITH VOLUNTARY BODIES

Inspector Rees of the Hational Society for the
‘Prevention of Cruelty to Children has kindly sent me the following
report of his work in the Pontypridd area during 1955:-

During the year he dealt with 62 cases consisting of:-

Heglect - oce-iiaaas 25 Moral-Danger ......... I
I1i-treatment ..... 6 Aid or Advice
Beyond Control .... 5 Bought ...occesonsss 25

. In thege ecases, 124 children and 70 parents were
leoncerned and the Inspector paid 248 supervision visits before he
fwas satisfied that he had brought aboui a measure of improvement
{in each case.

In several instances, the Inspector was able to
xrecuncile parents after one or the other had left home. The
‘reconeiliations were lasting and the homes were saved for the children.

lr. Hees ie pleased to point out that he was able %o
iwork through the whole year without the necessity of taking one
Pontypridd parent to Court but he was obliged to remove five children
from their homes. In one ease, four young children had been deserted
by their mother and the other was the victim of trouble between a
 husband and wife. The Juvenile Court committed the children to the
care of the local authority. In one¢ case, the Inspector was able

'to remove a boy from a poor home and arrange for him to enter Dr.
‘Barnardo's Homes where he will receive training for his future.

On several occasions, often late at night, lMr. Rees
as called to aid parents who for various reasons had become stiranded
in Pontypridd.

N Concluding his report, Mr. Rees expresses his
appreciation of the opportunity to present his annual report. He
thanks the Department for the help given him during 1955 and indeed,
during the thirteen years he has served in Pontypridd, and I, in turn,
cknowledge kr. Hees' ever-willing co-operation.

e












BIRTH RATES , DEaTH RATES

TA

ENGLAND AND WATES

AL WORTALITY J
)

nﬂﬂLYEIS OF MOKTALITY,

LCTIOUS

160 GREAT TOWHS AND 160 SMALLER

OIS AND PONIYPRIDD ~—
| ! |
i 160 Smaller
] | 160 C.B, Towns (res-
Ponty- nglandl & Great ident popn.
pridd |& Wales | Towns incl. 25,000 to
| London 50,000 at
’ 1951 Census

i ﬂﬂpmg Cough
iphtheria

: .typhﬂid Fever
leningococeal Infection

Whooping Cough
Diphtheria
Erysipelas
;*ad Poisoning

e ll‘I:E Poliomyelitis
{incl.Folicencephalitis)
lysentery

fuberculosis

cauges under

1 year of age

nteritis and diarrhoea
der 2 years of age
otal Maternal deaths

1

RﬂtEE nay gipﬂﬂ Home PGwUlatinn

3.8

1500 |
23,2(a)

14.9 15.1

40.3(a) 23.2(a) 20.2(a)
14.1 11.7 11.6 11.5
0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
0,00 | 0.00 0. 00 0.00
0.15 0.15 0.17 0.17
0,10 0.07 0.06 0.05
0.00 0.00 | 0.00 0.00
0.00 | 0.00 | 0.01 0.01
0.47 g 0.49 0.53 | 0.63
0.03 .02
0.00 0.03
0.76 0. 73
0. 47 1.78 NOT
0.00 0.00
0. 00 0.10
0.00 0.29
23,8 15.59 | ATATTADGE
0.18 0.63
0,05 | 0.15 |
ocEz | 0.83
1.56 0.88
Rates per 1,000 Live Births
38,2 24.9 25.1 93,2
gzl yon ATATLABLE
0,00 0.64 NOT  AVAITABIE

-
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(a) Per 1,000 Total (Live and Still) Births
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