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PONEYPOOL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

To the Chairman and Members of the
Pontypool Hural District Council.

ANNUAL REBORT

1962

* % ¥ ¥ % K

Mr. Chairman, Iadies and Gentlemen,

Tha present century hes seen an overall decline in the incidence
and mortality of the more important infecticus diseases, but we are
occasionally forcibly reminded of their existence. This happened in
1962.

Early in the year, several outbreaks of Small Pox ocourred in
England and Wales. Ve were fortunate in that no case occured in
Mommouthshire, but fear and panic soon possessed a large section of
the community. FPontypool Rural Tistrict was no exception. In a very
short time, reports and pictures appeared in the newspepers and on
radio and television of long, trailing queues of people waiting to
gat themselves or their children waccinated. It seemed immaterial
that most of them were in no danger of contracting the disease.
Nothing would allay their fears other than vaccination. OSurely these
queues were evidence of responsibilities neglected.

For many years now, the imnmunisation and waccination of children
are routine procedures in our clinics. In the Pontypool Rural District
a parent can bring & child to be vaccinated on any clinic day and it
is done almost immediately (within minutaa} without even an sppointment

- that is, of course, unless there is some contraindication, e.g.
intercurrent illness.

Many of the mess vaccinations of 1962 were primary wvaccinations
- and, primary vaccination, especislly in an adult is not without
danger. In most infants, however, the risk of complications is very
emall. TWhy not let the Doctor decide? The recent outbreaks showed
the need for protection against Small Pox by vacecination and the
Standing Medical Advisery Committee is still of the opinion that
routine vaccination should contimue in early childhood, preferably
in the second year of life. Unfortunately, people have exceedingly
short memories and some ﬁﬂ?f» of parents with young unvaccinated
children have already reverted to their come-day go day attitude. In
this country, the measures undertaken to contrel any cutbreak of
Small Pox have, in the main, been very successful, but cutbresk con=-

trcl may not be as effective in an unvaccinated populstion as in one
partly vaccinated.

Shortly after the fear of Small Pox had faded into the darker
recesses of people's minds, there was an outbreak of Poliocmyelitis
in the Ebbw Vale and Abertillery districts. Once again emotions rose
to fever-pitch. The careless and the neglipent were loudest in their
demands for immediate wvaccination, this time ageind poliomyelitis.
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for several weelts special eclinics were opended, in Abergavenny

and elsevhere, during the day end well into the evening. gt

this time the vaccine wms given by injection, using dead viruses,
but soon sfterwerds an oral vaccine wes mede availsble. Use of
the oral vaccine is now almost universal., It wes firet developed
by Dr. Albert Sabin of Cincimneti University using live wiruses
which had been "tamed" and rendered harmless. A besic Tour-dose
vaccination is offered. If omly people would ensure that they and
their children are adegquately protected by vaccination, then in
time this disease would be eliminated altogether.

Yie have seen the dramatic fall in the incidence and mortality
of Diptheria in this country following the introduction of artificial
jmeunisation on a large scale in the early nimteen forties. Previously
early disgnosis and administration of antitoxim, prompt notificatien
and removal to hospiial were the measures veliad upon in the control
of Diphtheria. These measures contributed tovards a lowering of
case-fatality but the incidence remained relatively high before the
days of artificial immunisation. Diphtheria is now a very rare
discase, there are some fifteen years since the last case was notified
in Pontypool Rural District But, who knows - it may yet strike
explosively and unexpectedly, if the level of immunity drops
sufficiently.

Deaths frem Whooping Cough have also been reduced appreciably
in recent years, but two thirds of these occcur in the first year
of life, ome half in the first six months. While the use of
Whooping Cough vaccine does not guarsntee complete protection, there
is good evidence of its velue either in preventing an attack or
modifying its severity. Whooping Cough vaccine is given in our
elinics in combinatien with those of Diptheria and Tetanus, so as
to reduce the number of inoculations. This combined method of
immunisation is offerred to infants in their third month and on-
wards,

There is & growing impression that Tuberculesis iz no longer
& problem. This is certainly not the cese. Undoubtedly there
has been a tremendous improvement with a rise in the standsrd of
living, better housing and education and especially since the
advent of chemotherepy. But there azre still some 3,000 cases
of pulmcpary tuberculosis in England and ‘/ales, many of vhom are
infectious. Here again, waceination has a major part to play if
Tuberculosis is to be effectively contrelled. Hot everyone requires
to be vaccinated sgainst Tuberculosis. Yhether or not an individual
requires such protection is decided by a skin test. Today B.C.G.
vaccination is offerred to four groups of individuals in this
countrys=-

Ea} infants born to tuberculosis parents;

b) Contacts who show by their skin test that they are susceptible
to the disease;

Ec children in their pernultimste school year;

d) mirses, doctors and medical students who are coming in

contact with Tuberculosis patients.

Improvement in environmmental hygiene snd sanitary arrsngements
triumphed cover the alimentary bLone diseases e.g., Typhoid fever.
Other lactors also played their part. Frompt notificetion ensbled
Local Authorities to undertake investigations and institute con-
trolling measures at an early date. Advences in bacteriological
science hawve brought about effective control of milk and watex
supplies, ice cream and other foods. The Typhoid carrier has
been recognised and prohibited from handling food stuffs. It
is difficul® to estimate the part played by anti-typhoid waccine
as it is not exiensively used in this Country. Despite these
preventive measures, early in 1962, 2 liinistry of Health Circular
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VITAL STATISTICS - 1962

Araa in BCTYEE sse »

534,147 acres

Pﬁ?}lﬂtiﬂﬂ Betimated o T uw whw waw “ww 15"15‘{]
In.‘mbit!d houses sam "aw »ew - w ERCR e W LR ‘1‘*595
(according to Rate Dook)
W NN W N
1962
LIVE BIRTIS M. F. TOTAL
legitimate 126 140 326
Illegitimate 4 5 9
TOTLL 190 145 335
LIVE BIRTH HATE Rural District County Ingzland & Weles
per 1000 population 22.14 18.1T7 15,0
Comparability Factor = 0.75
Adjusted live birth rate = 22.14 x 0.75 = 16.61
Adjusted 1iwe birth rate County = 17.99
F N
STILL BIRTHS M. F. TORAT,
Legitimate 2 2 4
Illegitimate - - =
TOTAL 2 2 A
STILL BIRTE RATE Hural District County England & VYales
per 1000 live & still births 11.79 25.64 18.1
ETE R
DEATHS L, F, TOVAT,
All causes 55 52 107
DEATH RATE Rural District County England & '/ales
per 1,000 population 707 11.89 11.9
Comparibility facter = 1.48
adjusted Death Rate = 7T.07 x 1.48
= 10.46

Adjusted Death Hate
County = 13,67
Deaths from Cancer 1. B, TOTAL

10 ] 18
Deaths from Lung Cancer 2 3 5
Deaths due to Pregnancy, child<birth, Abortion = 0
liaternal lortality Rate Rural Distriet County
(Rate per 1000 live & atill-births) il 0.47

% N oW N E
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CAUSES_OF_DEATH - 1962

CLAUEE

HALE

FEMAIE

Reapiratory Tuberculosis

Tuberculosis, other

Syphilitic Disease

Diphtheria

Whooping Cough

llenigococcal Infections

Acute Policmyelitis

Measles

Other infectious & perasitic deseases
Malignant neoplasm stomach
Malignant neaplasm, lung bronchus
Ealignant neoplasm breast
Malignant necplasm, uterus

Other malignant & lymphatic necplasms
leukaemia

Diabetes

Vascular Iesions of nervous system
Coronary Disease, Angina
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disease

Other ciroculatory disease
Influenza

Fheunomia

Bronchitis

Other diseases respiratory sysiem
Meer of stomach and ducdenum
Gastritis, Enteritis and Diarrhoes
lephritis and llephrosis
Hyperplasia of prostate

Fregnancy, childbirth, abortion
Congential malformations

Other defined and ill-defined disesses
Motor wehicle Accidents

All other zmccidents

Suicide
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TOTAL

22

52
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Tuberculosis
Hotifications Pulmonary M = F = HNon-Pulmonary M = F =
Deaths 0 " " L=l

Notifiable Infectious Diseases (other than
Tuberculosis ) Classified according

to sex and age groups.

. oy

DISEASE AGE !

|
ST TG oF 5 - 9 110-14 [15-24]25+| AL
Diptheria ;! = U e e B |
' ]
Searlet Fever u xr | = - - = T
| ¥ = - 1 - -
i i !
| M = io- = | = = | - |
Menigocoecal Infection | F I e W z SlEE 2 ol
Measle | - =
i | P 2. bk 4 S ) e T |
: :' '
| M = - a | [ R |
Whooping Cough | .
s o s SR R SR i
| 1 ! 1
Folicmyelitis [ EEE P - - |- -
- |
Dysentery ;‘[ : = 1 2 .I 4
r
Food Poisoning l g i == o N 5|l
| |
Acute Pheumonia A e = soafbes e g e
T

Yaccination against Small Fox

1955 11954 | 1955| 1956 | 1957 | 1958 |1959 |1960 |1961 (1962

Under 1 year 17 |27 | 23| 835 | 135| m2 | 213 | 199 | 165 | 146
1 - 4 years 2 | 3 | 20| a5 | 21| 25| 36| 45 200 | 524

| : |

5 - 14 years - IR e 2] 1] B3| wl nlumsj
5+years | 18 | 6 | -1 21 17| 27 ) 261 7 | 9 |3707 |
TOTAL | 38 136 | 49 | 155 | 150 | 205 | 288 | 265 | 285 55355:[

j . : : : i
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IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPTHERIA & WHOOPING CHOUGH

WUMBERS IMMUNISED

AGE GROUP | 505 [1954 |1955 | 1956 |1957 | 1958 [1959 hoso 1961 [1962

216 | 102 | 261 | 415 | 327 biptheria
i= 4 ymara. | 400 ) 13| MO [ TN 5o7 | 189 | 220 | 342 | 306 pm. cough

5=14 " 14 49 | 275 | 144 10 (] 11 21 40 | 366 |Tetanus
B 4 5 12 8 |Diptheria
a lWh. Cough

11 |[Tetanus

TOTAL 54 | 103 | 292 | 289 | 157 | 291 | 113 | 282 | 455 | 335 [Diptheria
7 235 | 195 | 215 | 353 | 315 [ih. Cough

TP ) R S I SR (S SN 1. 1 /)

In addition 232 "booster" infections of Diptheria prophylactic were given,
and 150 "beoster" Tetanus.

Yours faithfully,
S5.M. JAMES BSc¢ M.B. BCL. DPH,
Medical Officer of Heelth.
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SANITARY INSFECTION OF THE AREA

Infeotions NIGGABEE tee ses s ans sas ses ssa. sss - ea¥ 22a 17
CampilE sss sne ssd aws san sas ses was wes ess eer sen 4D
Houses e A T ke e S = T A R e | Y |
Re-Ingpectiofs sss ses ses sos  sss sos ssw =sss 428  wed  sas T4
SCho0l8 wes  sss sss wss ssa sss  ses  sss  BEE  maE EEE Rt 4
Fublie Conveniences s M S el e e e ies 13
Water Soppliel sis see sms  sas s eds sww wes  ses wes. =ss  J1J
Premises where food is prepared and 80ld .. .es ess ses sss s.. B0
Rodent Control Inspectiofe.s ses see 4es sss oss ass sss sve 41
Foctories and WorkohoPS see ess sas 443 sss sss  =sa  s+s sse 1l
Miacellaneons Tisits se sen sis sse sse cee sss wss s see 109
Refuse Collection and Disposal (including street cleansing) ... ... 123
Sowaraps WOTKS s.s sne sss ssns  sas ses wss sss  ass  ssa eee 102
Conncil HOUBSE see sus sae sas sss ses sas  wes  wes ses  ses D2
ENEHEERTETR Sl Cahe AT A eRET eeE s eee  wea saw see £
Improvement GrantS ses sse ssn  ses  sew  wes  ssa  sep  Ees  EEs T4
RIS BERAR o Sl S e SR e s e e w186
Fyo=lows end Town Plammingss s+s sse sss  sas  ses  sss sss  ses 442
Bewarage oand ATAINAEE .. ans see srs ses  sas  sas sse  ses  ses 2909
Fetroloum LIceNSing .o  sss  ass sen sss  ses  sws aes bes  ama 22
Atmogpharic Pollution.. e.s «es cos 442 crs sus sas ses ese 1B
FubiYe Hoplth ket Hulaoneas ..o sas (swe sss  san ses wwe ses 09

1. Inspection of dwelling houses during the year:-
i a) Total rumber of dwelling houses inspected for house

defects under the Public Health and Housing Acts 167
(b) Number of inspections made for the purpose 246

{ii] fiumber of dwellings found not to be in all respects
reasonably fit for hebitetion. _ 30

2. Bemedy of defects found during the year without service of formal
Hotice:=

Fumber of defective dwelling houses rendered fit
in consequence of informal action by Leocal Authority
or their officers 1

5. Proceedings under Section 11 and 13 of the Housine Act, 1957

Humber of dwelling houses demolished in pursuanos
of Demolition Orders Wil

(10)






HOUS ING

3. Action Under Statutory Powers durine the Year:

(1) Proceedings under the Housing Aet, 1957.
(a) Fumber of dwelling houses in respect of which lotices
were served requiring repairs Nil

(b) Number of dwelling housés in respect of which Demolition
Orders were made -

(c) Fumber of dwelling houses in respect of which Closing
Orders were made 9

(d) Number of dwelling houses which were rendered fit after
gervice of formal notice A

(ii) Proceedings under the Public Health Act
(a) Number of dwelling houses in respect of which notices

were served requiring defects to be remedied 4
(b) Number of dwelling houses in which defects were rem‘edied

after serviece of formal notice 4
Ei} By omers 4
ii} By Local Authority in default of owners -

INFROVEMERT GRANTS

During the year 74 wisits were made in connection with improvement
grants. It is often necessary to meet owmers, Architects and Builders
aven prior to any formal application being submitted for consideration
by the Council. Subsequent inspections are made to check the plans and
specifications and to see if the property is suitable for improvement.

A new type of grant called the "Standard Grant" was intreduced in
June 1959, which is intended to assist property owmers with the cost

of providing five standard amenities, nemely, bath, lavatory basin, w.c.
hot water system and larder.

I believe that if ovmers would take sdvantege of this assistance
there would be a welcome raising of the general lewel of the older
housing accommodation.

The Council approved during the year 4 discretiomary grants amounting
to E1254 end 3 standard grants amcunting to £250.

Numbar of Improvement Grants 1949 - 1961 is 130,
The amount £30,083,

The lisson between the department and the two water supplying

anthorities is very good, and I would like to express my appreciation
to the Officers concerned.

{a) Water supply is satisfactory in quality. Ceneraly satisfactory in
quantity though at peal pericds at weekends there iz a certain lack of
water in the higher areas, about fiwve houses, in the New Town area.
The troublas should be overcome when the Llandegfedd Reservoir supply

is available. Trouble is experienced with the Gweheleg supply pumps
and T feel that the delivery iz not sufficient to adequately meet

the demsnd. Investigations are proceeding in commection with re-
placement pumps of a larger capacity.

{h} During the year 36 samples of treated water were taken, 33
sample results were satisfactory and 3 constitusfactory. These
latter results were from mains extensions and no water was used
until subsequent samples were satisfagtory. 315 waste water
notices were served

(11)






(c) W/L. No reports of Plumbo-solvent action.

(d) Flushing and rechlorination of mains extensions (see (b) over).

EEFUSE COLIECTION AND DISPOSAL

A weekly collection takes place in the urbanised parts of the distriet,
whilet in the more rural areas a fortnightly service is in operation.

Durihg the year the Council decided to cleose the Ponthir Tip which
was unsatisfactory from many points of view and the refuse from the
Llanfrechfa Parish is disposed of at the tip of an edjoining authority.
The system is working wvery well.

This year the second vehicle was replaced with a new Fore and Aft
Tipper, so that the Council now possess two modern type vehicles,

Diffienlty is being experienced in getting suitable loaders. Not
many men like this type of work, particularly in view of the higher
pay available elsewvheare.

MOCTORTES ACTS 1957 & 1949

1, Inspections for purpose of provieions as to health (including
inspections made by the Sanitary Inspector.)

Ko, On Ho. Of Written Ococupiers

Premisea fegister |Inspections | Notices Prosecuted

1. Factories in which
Sections 1,2,5,4,6 are z 2 nil nil
to be enforced by the
Local Authority

2. Factories not in-
cluded in abowve in 12 T nil nil
which Section T is
enforced by L.b.

3. Other premises in
which Section 7 is en- & 2 nil nil
forced by L.&,

TOTAT 21 11 nil nil
%‘h e e

(32)
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2, Cases in which defecis were found,

NUNBER OF DSFECTS
FOUID |REMEDIED (| REFERRED | REFERRED | PROSECUTIONS
O H.M.I. |EY H.M.T.

PARTICULARS

Want of Cleanliness
(5.1.)

Overcrowding (5.2) - - - o !

Inreasonable temp-
erature

Inadequate Venti=
lation

Ineffective drainage
of floors

Sanitary Conveniences
(8.7)
a) Imsufficisnt - - - - -
E‘hg nsuitable or
defective 3 3 - - -
(c) Mot separate for
gexes o = - s =

Other offences
against the Act
(Wot including
offences relat-
ing to outwork)

TOTAT, 3 3 = B A

%w%

OUTWCRES (Sections 110 & 111)uvese.. 3.

PRTROLEUM LICENCING

There are 19 premises in your district where petroleum spirit is stored,
All the electric pumps at premises where patrol is =old have been certified
a8 complying with the Code of Practice Requivements,

BUILDING BYE LAWS

There is considerable building of private houses within the district
and during the year 179 plans were submitted for consideration. This
number compares favourably with that of 1960 when there were 160 plans
submitted. 442 visits were made in connection with the enforcement of
the bye laws,

ATNOSPHERIC POLLUTION

A small station has been erected at the Croesyceiliog Secondary Modern
School for recording Sulphur Dioxide pollution. The Station came inte
operation at the beginning of last year. The results are as follows:=

Jamary  0.69 April 0.46 July 0.28 October 0,39
February .0.35 May 0:%8 August 0.24 Hovember 0.49
March 0.48 June 0.38 September 0.31 December Q.70

Expressed as m.g. of 503/ day collected by 1000 sq. cm. of Batch A
P02 (Louvered cover). The figures compare very favourably with those
for the rest of the County.

(13)






i rs 15 3
1 . e e 1 |
1 - ) 5 3 z i
d o Ll 2]
| &7 ; . o
- k[ e e e
H e
51H oLl ot
5 [ K=l W, ) r T T i 7] 10T | RE M







