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BOROUGH OF PEMBROKE

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
FOR THE YEAR 1951

To His Worship the Mayor, and Corporation of the Borough
of Pembroke.

Mr, Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen,
I beg to submit my annual report for the year ended
December 31st. 1951.

VITAL STATISTICS

Population (Registrar General's Estimate).......... 1951
t;y;.,*12,ll-l-50 --------

This is an increase of 400 compared with the estimated
figure for 1950, which was 12,050,

ive Births

Male Female Tatal
Legitimate 137 KN 251
Illegitimate 6 14 20
Total Births 143 128 271
Birth Rate

This was 21,8 per 1,000 of the population, compared with
17.086 for the County of Pembroke, and 15.5 for the whole of
England end Wales. The Birth Rate in 1950 wos 20.1

%111 Births

Male Female Total
Legitimaote i 2 T
Illegitimate - = =

This was 0.56 per 1,000 of the population, compared
with 0.4 for the County of Pembroke, and 0.36 for the whole
of England and Wales.

Infant Mortality

There were 8 deaths of infants under 1 year of age, of
whieh 7 were under 4 weeks old.

The Infant Mortallity Rote was 29.52 per 1,000 1live births,
compared with a rate of 32.2 for the County of Pembroke, and
29.6 for the whole of England and Wales.

The Infant Mortality Rate in the Borough was 45.2 in
1950, 34.9 in 1949, and 65.3 in 1948.
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The influenza epidemic was at its peak during the
3rd and 4th weeks in January, when there was 100:
inerease in the number of people recelving sickness
benefit, and every school in the Borough was closed.
The death=-rate from influenza was 0.72 per 1,000 of
the population, compared with 0.38 for the whole of
Englend and Wales.

The diasgnosis in the one case of Poliomyelitis
notified, was changed to Influenzs after admission to
Hospital, sc that there was setually no Polliomyelitis
in the area during 1951.

The isclated case of Food Foisoning was notified in
September, It occurred in a2 man of 54 years, living
alons under poor conditions. He had been 111 for two
to three monthe before he consulted his Dector, which
made it impossible to trace the source of the original
infection, which was probably due to miece, but might
have been due to an infected tin of focod. He was
admitted te the Vest Wales Isolation Hospital, Tumble,
for treatment.

TUBERCULOSIS

Twenty-one cases of Tuberculosiz were notified
during the year, of which sixteen were respiratory.

Four of the respiratory, and three non-respiratory
cases were admitted to Hospital during the year. B8ix
cages, notified previousely, were also admitted to
Hospital in 1951.

The number of caees of Tuberculosis notified each
year varies between an upper level of 29 in 1937 and
a lower limit of 9 in 1948, and 12 in 1950, but is more
conetantly between 22 and 16, There has been no
continued fall in the number of cases.

The deaths from Tuberculosis in 1951 were 4
respiratory cases, and one non-respiratory, giving
a rate of 0.40 per 1,000 population, compared with 0.34
for the whole of England and Vales.

The number of eases -of Tuberculosis now on the
Borough register is 86, The total number for the
whole of the County of Pembroke is 624.

Suspected cases of Tuberculosis nre referred to
the Chest Phyesician by their own doctors for diagnosis,
and he arranges for the admission to Hospital of
sultable cases, advises on domiciliary treatment, and
carries out the examination of contacts.

The County Council is responsible for the after-
care of patients, btut financial assistance is glven
by the National Assistance Board. The County Council
eupplies extra milk free of charge on the recommen-—
dation of the Chest Physician.

B,C.G., Vaccination

The County Medical Officer of Health reports that
it is proposed to start B,.C.G. vaccination in selected
cages early in 1952. The Vaccine will be supplied to
the Chest Physician by the Ministry of Health, and used
by him for contacts of persons suffering from
Tuberculosis.
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The number of record cards received from the Borough
in 1951 was:-

Primary vaccinations 97
Secondary voccinations 32

This means that approximately 35.8 of the babiles are
now vaccinated.

S8econdary wvaccinntion is essential for persons going
to many overseas destinatiéns.

IMMUNISATION AGATNST DIPHTHERIA

This too is carried out by the local Deoctors, and
sessions are also held at the School Olinie. Record
cards are sent to your Medieal Officer, and paid for
by the County Council.

The number of children immunised in 1951 was:-

Primary Immunisation 162
Reinforeing immunisation 1,2

One reinforecing dose is given scon after the child
atarts school.

The immunisation rate is approximately 59.8&'. It is
regrettable that more parents do not take advantage of
this free service. The faet that Diphtheria has
beern almost wiped out by the mass immunisation of
ehildren, does not mean that it cannot oceur agnin, if
the level of immunisation falls, and it is therefore
vary important that parents should be urged to have their
babies immunised before their first birthday, if possible.

THE AMBULANCE SERVICE

This is the responsibility of the Ccounty Council,
which has six ambulsnees in the County, and =n
arrangement for the provision of cars for 'sitting
cases'.

DOMESTIC HELP SERVICE

A Home Help Orgeniser hos been appointed by the
County Council to supervise the Domestie Help Scheme,
under the direction of the County Medical Officer,

The scheme endeavourz to provide domestic assistance
in households where such help is required on account
of sickness, and when there are no relatives able to
hE‘lp-

NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948

Section 47:~- Removal to suitable premisecs of persons
in need of care and attention.

A number of visits were pald to old people, who
appeared to be in need of ecare nnd attention. With
the help of the County Council's Welfare Officer,
arrangements were made in 2ll eanses for, either the
provigsion of domestic help at home, or admission
voluntarily, sometimes after much persussion, to a
suitaoble institution. There was fortunately ne
necessaity for report to the CQouncil in order to obtain
an Order of the Court for the remocal of any person.
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