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TO THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBEL
NEWTOWN AND LLANLLWCH.
URBAN DISTRICT COUNCI

Mr. Chairman and Members,

[ have the honour to submit the Anm
Health and Sanitary Conditions of your Dig
1955. It 1s arranged 1n accordance with the

Health Circular 17,55 (Wales).

Vital Statistics.

The birth rate for 1955 was 14.74 pe:
comparing with 15.49 for 1954. For the whol
shire this rate was 14.87 and in the urban dis
15.53.

There were 3 still births which mean
births as compared with 4.8% in 1954. In
whole this rate was 2.6% and in the urban di

There was 1 illegitimate live birth, b
births compared with 3.0% in the County
urban districts.

Infant Mortality.

There was one neo-natal death (i1 e. und
and this was in a female baby and was du
haemorrhage. There were also a death in a
due to secondary degree burns.

These 2 deaths give an infant mortali
1,000 live births, compared with 24 in 1954 2
County and with 25 in the urban districts.

Deaths.

The total number of deaths from all ca
10.45 per 1,000 population compared with 12
and with 12.70 for the urban districts.

The rate in 1954 was 9.89 per 1,000,

deaths from tuberculosis.



5
.Nntiunal Assistance Act, 1948, Section 47.

No action was taken under this Act.

Infectious Diseases.

Although the summer of 1955 was very hot and dry, which
appears to be ideal for outbreaks of various kinds including
poliomyelitis, the town was comparatively free from any serious
outbreaks. One case of non-paralytic poliomyelitis was
notified affecting a man of 45 and who made a complete
recovery. The necessary precautions were taken in regard to
the contacts and no further cases occurred. 25 cases of
whooping cough were notified. Protection against whooping
cough, combined with that against diphtheria, is now offered
and this will considerably reduce the number of cases and the
severity of the attack. 45 cases of measles were notified.

Housing.

The needs of the town with regard to its housing position
is well realised by the Council and the allocation of Council
houses, when available, gives the Council much difficulty in its
cndeavour to rehouse the neediest and most deserving families
in order of priority.

The building of 16 houses was commenced in 1955 and it
is hoped they will be ready for occupation in 1956,

I woull express my thanks and appreciation to my fellow
officials—the Clerk, the Sanitary Inspector and his assistant for
their co-operarion on many varied, and often difficult matters.

To the members of the Health Committee, and especially
to its Chairman, I would like to express my thanks for their
keen interest in the work of the Public Health Department.
The duties of this department often call for much tact on the
part of its officials and the encouragement which the Health
Committee can give is always very much appreciated.

Mr. Chaitman and Members, I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,

AMELIA EVANS,

Medical Officer of Health.
July, 1955.
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Statistical Surve

1954,

Area in acres .. 7,224
Population (Registrar-General's

mid-year estimate) 5,360

Rateable value e 1R

Sum represented by one penny £111 Ts.

VITAL STATISTIC
(Based on Registrar-General's mid-ye
LIVE BIRTHS.
1954.
Male Female Tota

Legitimate o 36 45 B8l
Illegitimate 2Y. l 1 2
Total T~ cdb 583
Birth Rate per 1,000 popu-
lation for Newtown .. 15.49
For Urban Districts of
County 14.96
For Montgomeryshire . 15.50

STILL BIRTHS.

1954
Male Female Tot:
Legitimate I 3 4
[llegitimate " 0 0 0
Total 1 3 4
Still Births as % of Total Births:
For Newtown 4.8
For Urban Districts 26
For Montgomeryshire 2.3

Infant Morality.

The Infant mortality rate (Deaths of
infants under 1 yvear per 1,000 live births) :
For Newtown

For Urban Districts
For Montgomeryshire



Deaths.

g R S S
Death Rate per 1,000 pop.:

For Newtown = ...
For Urban Districts ..
For Montgomeryshire .....

1954, 1955.
Male Female Total Male Female Total

23 30 33 30, 261986

9.89 10.45
12.69 12.70
12.33 12.57

Age at death—all causes.

D—lwyear ..

1—5 years

15—
25—

45
55—
65 —
T
85—

Total

a5 -

1954, 1955.
Male Female Total Male Female Total
1 1 2 0 2 2
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
1 0 1 2 0 2
1 2 5 2 3 5
2 6 8 4 3 7
12:c1ges 22 7 i
42wl -14 10 8 18
2 1 3 4 a 9
s N L5 29 27 56

Causes of Deaths.

1954, 19§65,
Male Female Total Male Female Total

Rcﬁpirntnr}' Tuberculosis = ... 1 (1] 1 0 0 0
Other forms of Tuberculosis 0 0 0 0 0 0
Syphilitic Digeages * 0 0 0 0 0 0
Diphtheria 0 0 0 0 0 0
Whooping C ough 0 0 0 0 0 0
Menigococcal Infections L A | Ouiend. @
Acute Poliomyelitis 0 0 0 0 6 0
Measles 0o 0 0 0 0 0
Other infective and parasitic diseases 0 0 0 0 0 0
Mﬂ]igll-‘lﬁt NEH[]I&*&I’I‘I of stomach 0 0 0 1 0 1
do. lung, bronchus 0 0 0 1 1 2

do. Preast . . —-= 0 0 L 1 1

do. uterus i, 0 0 Ll 1 1

Other malignant and lvmphatic neoplasms 1 0 1 4 3 7
l.enaemia 0 2 2 0 0 0



Diabetes

Vascular lesions of nervous system
Coronary diseases {.-"111gir'..1} ;
Hypertension with heart disease
Other heart disease

Other circulatory disease
Influenza ;

Pneumonia
Bronchitis

Other diseases of respiratory system
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum
Gastritis, enteritis and diarrhoea

Nephritis and nephrosis
Hyperplasis of prostate
|'rq‘grﬁ.ll1~:‘j.', childbirth, abortion
Congenital malformations .
Other defined and ill-defined diseases
Motor vehicle accidents 3
All other accidents

Suicide

1954,

Male Female
0 1
4 6
5 i
] 0
4 8
i 0 4
- 0 |
9 1 1
1 |
| 0
e
0 0
L
1 e
- 0
0 0
2 |
1 )]
0 0
0 0

23 10 |

Notifiable Diseases.

: o g i
Infectious diszases notified in the year were

Scarlet Fever: ' ' ..

Whooping Cough
Acute poliomyelitis

Measles
Diphtheria

Acute Pneumonia
Dysentery

Small Pox
Typhoid fever
Paratyphoid
Etisypelas: .0 e
Food poisoning

None

25

1 case of nc
poliomyel

45

None

1 case 1n a mu
None
None
None

None
None
None
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. Age and Sex Distribution of Whooping Cough.
Male Female Total

(L, o E e T T o R S 0 1 1
1—2 years 1 4 5
3=d 3 by 8
= 2 8 10

SR 0 0 0

Age unknown 0 1 1

Total Goof 100, .25
OF MEASLES

giEder T'wear %0 Los 0l 1 2 3
1—2 years 6 a 9
T e P T 3 6 14
B 7 11 18

PSSR Y . — 1 1

Total .. S E bt 5
Tuberculosis.

There were 4 cases of tubercu}msis notified in 1955. All
were cases of pulmonary tuberculosis.

Males, ages 19, 36 and 37 years.
Female, age 26 years.

No cases were taken from the register in 1955 and at the
end of the year there were 45 cases notified in the district.

GENERAL PROVISION OF HEALTH SERVICES
FOR THE AREA.

Ambulance.

The local service is the St. John Ambulance and is
responsible to the Ambulance Committee of the County
Council Health Committee.

Telephone—9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Newtown 205.
After 5 p.m, Newtown 359.

Sitting car service —all requests to the County Health
Offices, Newtown.
Children's Officer.

The Children’s Officer is: —
Mr. Parsons,
Children’s Department, County Offices,
Welshpool. Telephone: Welshpool 228.
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The Children's Reception Home is at :—

12, Bronwylfa, Welshpool.
Telephone: Wel

Domiciliary Midwifery and Home Nurs
The district is served by :—
Sister C. Lloyd Jones,
Bryneglwys, Newtown. Telephone:

Health Visitor.
The Health Visitor for this area 1s:—

Miss N. L. Jones,
County Health Offices, Newtown.

Home Help Service.
Home Help is available in certain cases
the Supervisor :
Mrs. R. Goodwin,
County Health Offices, Newtown.

Hospitals.

The Montgomery Countv Infirmary is
Mid-Wales Management Committee based
Medical, Surgical and Maternity cases are ac

Sanatoria: North Wales Sanatorium. L
Chesgt Hospital, Machynlletl
Infectious Diseases: Monkmoor Hospit

Laboratory Service.
Bacteriological examinations are carried
Health Laboratory Service at:
Donald-Hudson Pathological Laboratori

Roval Salop Infirmary, Shrewsbury.
and Cardiganshire General Hospital,
Aberystwyth. Telephone: Abe

Maternity and Child Welfare.
The County Council is responsible for t!

An Infant Welftare Clinic 1s held each’
new Clinic in Park Street at 2-30 p.m.
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ental Clinic.

There are two Dental Officers emploved by the County
Council and Dental Clinics are held at the Clinic, Park Street,
for the treatment of school children.

Tuberculosis.
This service is controlled by the Regional Hospital Board.

The Chest Physician, Dr. G. O. Thomas, holds clinics at
11:Eie County Infirmary 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each month at
am.

Vaccination.

In this area vaccinnation is carried out by the local
General Practitioners.

Protection against Diphtheria and Whooping Cough.

It fs often the practice now to offer protection against
these two diseases at the same time.

The treatment consists of 3 injections at monthly intervals
starting when a baby is 5—6 months old and followed by a
booster dose at the age of 5 years when the child goes to school.

Immunisation in this area is carried out by the local general
practitioners and by the Assistant County Medical Officer at
the Clinic, Park Street.

This procedure is done at no financial cost to the parent
and every parent should be encouraged to avail themselves of
the opportunity to have their children immunised, against
diphtheria especially. Unless a high percentage of children
are immunised, diphtheria might weéll make its re-appearanece
and often with fatal results.

Venereal Diseases.

Clinics are held :
(a) 1, Belmont, Shrewsbury.

Men—Tuesdays and Fridays, 6 p.m.—8 p.m.
Women—Mondays and Wednesdays, 3-30 p.m.—5-30 p.m.

(b) The Dispensary, Brook Street, Oswestry.
Men—Thursdays, 1 p.m.—2 p.m.
Women—Thursdays, 2 p.m.—3 p.m.
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Mr. CHAIRMAN, MADAM AND GENTLEMEN,

I am pleased to contribute to the Medical Officer's Annual
Report tor 1955,

During the year a Slum Clearance Survey was cartied out
as required by the Housing Repairs and Rents Act of 1954, and
submitted to the Minister. QOut of a total of 1,860 houses in
Newtown, 341 were scheduled as unfit. The survey revealed

that housing conditions in some instances were practically
intolerable.

Work on the water supply system showed good results,
and before the end of the year the new trunk main had been
completed from the Reservoir to the Filter House. Results
proved even better than was anticipated. However, much
work remains to be done on the water distribu 1>n system due
to poor la}ruut, corrosion, etc.

A sewer survey during the year showed that much work
will be required in order to free the sewer system from
accumulated silt and gravel. Istrongly condemn the ventilation
system which admits of grill ventilators flush with the road
surface. These freely admit in certain areas in times of heavy
rain large amounts of silt and various debris, as well as emitting
noxious sewer gases, frequently the cause of public complaint.

My thanks are due to the Chairman and Members of the
Public Health Committee for their support and encouragement,
and to the Medical Officer for her help and co-operation, and
last but not least to all other officials and outdoor staff of the
Council for their co-operation at all times.

Your obediently,

W. G. DAVIES,
Surveyor and Chief Public Health Inspector.

SANITARY INSPECTION OF THE AREA.

The inspzctions made by the Sanitary Inspectors during
the year numbered 2,482, and details as to the nature of these
inspections are given below :—
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.Summary g
(

1) Number of houses inspected for housing defects

faaaer Fahile Health Acts) . 0 70 107
(2) Number of houses inspected for other than
SIONERRE Mededbs ) 008 SoE cinpa bt hoonott b 51
(3) Premises other than houses inspected (including
several visits to Industrial premises) .. = .. 1124
(4) Premises re-inspected (including houses) g
(5) Works in progress (including houses) @~ .. 82
SRREERNaneOUs visits . . - . 839
2482

Clearance areas and Individual Unfit Houses :

No action was taken under the Clearance Area procedure
of the Housing Act during the year, or action in relation to
individual houses.

Slum Clearance.

A survey was made during the year of housing in the whole

%sét;ict, as required by the Housing Repairs and Rents Act,

The results of the survey revealed that on the new
standard set out in section 9 of the Act referred to above,
there were 45 areas in the district suitable for slum clearance
schemes.

These areas vary in size from two to twenty-four houses
in each area, and regard had been taken in these areas not only
of unfitness for human habitation, but of bad arrangement, and
narrowness or bad arrangement of the streets concerned. The
total number of houses in these clearance areas amounted to
311. In addition there are 17 houses individually unfit, and not
capable of repair at reasonable cost, and 26 back-to-back
houses which by conversion into 13 houses can be made fit.

The Council submitted to the Minister concerned the
following proposals:

Total number of permanent dwellings in the
bocal Authority's Area = 0. 1860
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.’ viii) Number of houses under (iii), (vi). (v) and (vi)
to be demolished in five years

(ix) Number of houses (including those already
comprised in operative demolition orders) to be
demolished in the five years as a result of action

under sec¢tion 11 of the Housing Act, 1936 ..

INSPECTION OF DWELLING HOUSES.

Total number of dwelling houses inspected for
housing defects (under Public Health Acts)

Repairs : Informal action—

Number of houses unfit but rendered fit during
the period as a result of informal action ...

Action made under Statutory Powers—
Number qf houses in which defects were remedied
after service of formal notice :—
(a) By owners AT TP Th R RS 3
(b) By l.ocal Authority in default of owners Nil

HOUSING STATISTICS.

Number of houses erected since 1945 .—

B Eoesl Sasthoriey -~ 00 L 202
By private enterprize .. === .. 67

Number of houses erected during 1955 :—

By Local Authority Nil
By private enterprize

Housing Act. 1949. Improvement Grants:

191

107

Application for Improvement Grants under section 20 of
the Housing Act, 1949, are dealt with by the Montgomery
County Council, to whom the Local Authority has delegated

its power.

T emperory Accommdation :

Ten huts remained occupied at 31t December in Glan

Dulas Camp.
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.d Due to the very dry summer, drought conditions existed
uring the fall of the year for several weeks resulting in the turn
off of supply for varying times during the evening and night.

The top level of the reservoir fell six feet and bears out
the need for greater storage so that some of the large amount
of water normally run to waste during the most of the year
could be conserved for the dry months.

The entire length of the main at Milford Road was scraped
with dire¢t labour, and supply improved considerably in the
whole area supplied by this main.

I must pay tribute to the manual staff for the work carried
out on this main, and throughout the water system, often In
very trying circumstances, late at night and at week-ends, and
in very cold bitter weather, etc.

A typical chemical and a lLaceriological examination
result is shown as under ;—

CHEMICAL REFORT :

In parts per million of water.

Total soid matter in solution U W (P e 100.0
BTy Matrates s o 0.75
Chtorloe s Chlorides . @ . 14.0
Oxygen absorbed from permanganate in 4 hours at 80 F. 2.0
Free and Sallpe ammionia ™ ... 0 o Nil
Albuminoid Ammonia PATRT A T SREFS - 0.15
B e e L e Nil
Microscopical examination of the sediment Iron rust.
Temporary Hardness TN L M S 55.0
Permanent hardness el Al E R 25.0
PERNBRIIE N . 7.1
PRI L light brown,
Residual free chlorine : Nil

- The colour of the water is due to peat and is harmless. The
presence of a little iron rust indicates corrosion of some of the
pipes, but with a pH. of 7.1 the water is not Iikui}r to cause

excessive corrosion.

In other respects the chemical nna]}'sis is satisfaclnr}'.

BACTERIOLOGICAL REPORT.
Coliform Bacilli Faecal
per 100 ml. coli.
...... 0 0

Remarks : Highly satisfactory.

Tap, Newtown Hospital












