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Public Heaith Depte,
Neath,

9th September,1347-

_To the Mavor, Aldermen,and Councillors,
_of the Borough of Neath.

Mr Mayor, Madam, and Gentlemen,

1 have pleasure in submitting my Armial Report
on the Health Servicss of the Borough for s year,1940.

The year was chiefly nctatle for the passing
of legislation dseling with the Healih ¢ervices of the
counsry,which has materially affected the powsre of the
;M1ngilggthnrities" as Borough Councils such as Neath will

e C &

During 1946, the old Part I1II Authorities sow
the final transference of the School Medical Services to
the County Council. The new Central Administrative
machine still continues to creak a 1ittle with its added
burdens, and after twelve months work I am more than
convinced that where Health Bervices are concerned ths

personal element is one which is vital to an efficient
service.

The National Health Services Act which received
the Royal Assent in November,1946, envisages the transfer-
ence of practically all your Heallh Services to the new
Local Health Authority - the Glamorgan County Council. It
is only fair to state here that they are also to lose , the
administration of the Hospital Service, a service which has

been built up with great enthusiasm, inltlative, and
achievement.

We are,nevertheless,asking them 1o remember
that the minor authorities have carried out their oblig-
ations with an equal amount of enthusiasm, and have nmade






4.

their contributicn to ihe health of the mother anc child.
It would be, I am sure, & misteke if these personal heaith
services were taken away,

Dealing with the statistical information
contained in the following pages,you will note that the
birth-rate for the year at 19.1 per 1,000 of the population
was the highest since 1925, the death-rate was the same as
last year, the infant mortality rate dropped from 47 to 44
per 1,000 live births, the maternal mortality rate
decreased from B.05 to 1.65 per 1,000 live and still births.

On the whole the picture is a very satisfactory
one but still there can be no room “or complacency. These
figures can snd must e reduced.

i am
Your cbedicnt Servant,

H, L. STUBBINS.

Medical Officer of Health,

_GENERAL INFORMATION,
Area ( in acres) S ... Including foreshore H040
Excluding . Lr02
Rateable value S s £168,712
Sum produced by penny rate biv oo £5£5

Population ~— Registrar's figures for mid-1946 30,940
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Birik-rnlce ”1aﬁ;}an Daath-r “t{;I

Anaivsiz of Mockolity Matennol Moxielity,
Diﬁﬂaﬁﬂa,

England 126 C.B's 148 Smaller London
and é&nd Great Towns, Rss: adminis: NEATH,
Wales. Towns inel:Pop:2H000 - irecivs

—— London. 50,000, __ County.
~Rates per 1,000 Civilian Population.

Live Births 19,1 22.2 21.3 2l.h 19,1
Sti11 births. 0,53 0.67 0.59 0.54 0.'%8
Deaths.
All causes 11,5 12,7 T : . Ao 12.8
Typhoid ﬁr
Feratvpnot .00 0.00 0.0 .00 0,07
SEL..... Lﬁ-t ---!1"- '-.‘.' '-:F-JCO OQGO O‘OO J J-'..‘ l;'.:‘-jg
Wuooping Cougii 0,02 0.02 0.02 Oniz 0.02
Diphtheria Cs 01 0,01 0.01 0.0, C.00
Influenza 015 0e13 0.14 0,2 0.00
Smallpox 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 Q.00
Measles 0.00 0.01 0.00 0.01 0.00
Cerebro-spinal

Fever, Not available 0,CU
Cancer " " 1.9
Tuberculosis(Pulmonary) " 0,71

Gu%ﬂnnrpulmonar§¥ ’ 0.59 0.8
Violence " 0,48
-Bates per 1,000 live Dirths,
Deaths under 1 13 46 27 Q m
Deaths from
Diarrhoea and
Enteritis.
uador 2 voars. 4.4 6.1 2,8 4e2 1.6
_total

Maternal j%%
Yortnlity, No.of deaths. o
Puerperal gxia 0 .
Other matePr;rrzral causes. 1 1.25






6.
~PUBLIC ASSISTANCE.

| The following information has been supplied by
the administrative Officer for Public Assistance with
reference to the Borough of Neathi-

Woekly average of cascs chargoable ias . BBO

Total amount of relicf paid ... £16,903,15.3
_BIRTHS.
The number of live birthsregistered in the Borough
was 591,made up of 3i5 males and 2

; {3 females,giving a
pirth=rate per 1,000 of the estimated population of 19.1

Por the admimistzsbive County of Glemorgan this wasif.4

Ingland and Wales s P 19,1
b {275k o Birthrate Yaaa Rixthrate.
1946 12.1 1255 15.5
.
] 1&1? 1931 14}
7R RS - S
7 v I
1§ 7 14. 192 1%12
1 15. 1925 22,0
ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS.

The total number of illegitimate births
registered as referring to residents 6f the Borough
was 22 showing a decrease of 5 comparcd with 1945, and
giving a rate of 37.2 per total live births,
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ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS (Cont

The nupbers of illegitimate children born in the
Borough during the past glx years were:-

e A vy R
B 9 13%‘3 zz
7 i N 17 | S

Health Visitors have special instructions with regard fo
1l1legitimate children, and in all the cases they have
reported that conditions affecting the children and thelr
homes have heen satisfactory.,

SIILLBIZTHS
L= 4
[ v T, o e dod ™YY ] > TRzl e wiy Y0 1 -
The marber o B8TLLIDLTLIS re2iotsred Was lc, BiV1ls d

rate of 19.0 per 1,000 live and stiiibirtns, and 0,30 pe
1,000 civiliezn population.

The number of deaths registered during the 7oor, o8
all ages, was %5 males 203, females 19<. This gives &

death-rate of 8 and may be compared with previcus years
in the following tables-

1%'.IE Tat aEed - 11.9 157 13.1 %6]1‘%?% 1.7

The Ward distribution of deaths was as follows:~—

North Waxd 133 South Waxd 161 .Xifon Forry 101
The tablc on page 10 gives a classification of the
causes of deaths as recorded by the Rogistrar-Genecral.

Age groups arc given below:-
Under 1 year 26 years 8
n 18
2
1

1% Elg S 3 3

|

L B R
%Eigﬂ é dvor 30 %






40 Dg the 53 deaths were in persons between
the ages of 60 and 90. The actual cause of cancer stlll
evades the efforts of Research workers. We have yet o
discover why cancer cells begin to be found instead of
the normal cells after middle age. Nevertheless, wi.ti
the improved mcthods of diagnosis end treaiment, cancaw
1ike most other dissases should be hzcated av 138
garliest poscible moment to onsure & complets cula.

Tho o3¢ distribution was as foligwsz!

ﬁ-“"ﬁ MBIGE foct s o i B R A
e el ¥ i e

3 - 45 years 1 -
%: 3 : 3
3 éo I 12 9
0-00 ° ? 10
0 -.90 v 3
30 29

When considering the table of deaths from |
accidents, etc., one has always the fccling that most, if
not all, of them are avoldable.

It is rather remarkablc that whilst there wac
only one fatal accident in the works in the Borough, ILOXC
werc on the other hand 7 deaths from accidents in ©the
hiome - in clderly femalcs. Proscnt day conditions
in indusfry have imoroved immenscly from what they s ETalu!
to be and the walfarc of the cmpioyce 1s nowadays a factor

"

which is always present in the mind of tho cmpioyer.

On the other hand conditions in the homes are not
go favourable. ZElderly people, often unfit, m i
necessity do all the housework themselves. i ainpie fail,
such as tripping over a loose rug or mat may lead 10 very
grave conscquences through fracturc of the taigh.

et of

v & L -Il.






9.
Deaths by Violence (Cont,)
One could at this stage plead for more consideration

by authorities for the welfare of the aged in the form
of residential Homes and Domestic Helps.

The number of deaths caused by violence was 15. The
following table gives the causes of deaths, and ages:-

S .
i __;: .f.__!l
Causc of death. Males. | FeneleSa
Burns and. Scalds. 53 %3 e
Road Traffic sccideonts _69 L R 3

Again these are easily the most scr&g
of deaths in gur area. They causcd over %ﬁ of the

us causcs

deaths in 1946. Some authorities believe that the stress
and strain, and the rush of modern 1life, play an important
part in their causation, others belleve that the more
accurate diagnosis in the actual couse of death accounts
for the ilncrease in these diseases.






10.
CAUSES OF DEATHD.

i A bt Heoiad o £
Uales. Femples. Total.

Typhold and Para-typhoid fevers O
Cercbro-spinal fever 0
%ﬁgrl?t ngerh 8
Oping Loug
Diphtheria 0
Pulmonary Tuberculosis 10
Other forms of Tuberculosis %
0
0
0
0

i lelel

Syphilitic diseases
Influsnza
Mrasies
Lovie Pollomyelitis & Polio-
encephalitis :
Acute Infantile encephalitis
Canicer of Buc:i:cav & Oesophagus(M
Uterus F)b
Concer of stomach & duodenum 5
Coancer of breast
Cancer of all other sites 15
Diabetes
Intracranial vascular lesions ié
10

00 O000I=uO—0o0oH
D-—‘-r_-‘n.-.:','r:

na

-
WO oaD OO

B

Heart Disease

Other diseases of circulatory
system

Bronchitis ;

Pneumonia 1

Other respiratory diseases

Ulcer of sEcmach or duodenum

Diarrhoea (under 2 years)

Appendicitis

Other digestive diseases

Nephritis

Puerperal & Post-abort:Sepsis

Other maternal causes

Premature Births

Congenital malformation; birth

injuries and infant discases

Suicide

Road Traffic accidents

Other violent causes

All other causes

HiE D
= O—pO—1 M

| el
Moo

B -
O~ OO AN O Bl COTINA HAN

O OUNJI N H4= oA
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~CAUS

-

.Cause.

AGE

mase ¢ ver I oooen o . loear.
WW

e e e
| t
Exﬂna.tum_hinm,i -
Birth difficulty, 4 | - _ = R o
Pneurnonia. |1 - 3% 0 R
Maramus. | = = 2 - | E___"l 2
Bronchitis. [y~ ). - i (N
Meningitis, | - - Bl il e T S
Whooping Cough | - = 1, = S - | _1
Asphyxia., e S LT A
'I_ntussusception,f - = b 1] o= S ;-
Inanition, AT L TN
Congenital causes.2 - - = el = =
Total ;..ill- 2 10 3 . 51 Eb
Qeaths of Premature Infants.
_At home, -In Hospital.
Under 24 hours, e e
" 1 week. - -
" 1 mﬂntha e 1
B o [ - -
- 3
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_INFANT MORTALITY,

This is regarded as a very sensitive index of
Social Welfare and Sanitary improvements. It is generally
measured by the deaths under one year of age per thousand
live births in the same year.

Our Infant Mortality rate of 44 per 1,000 live
births in 1946 can be regarded as satisfactory. Many
authorities believe that we are fast approaching that state
when it will not be possible to reduce the infant mortality
rate any further,but with modern research inic cauzes and
treatment of such conditions as premaiurity, pastro -
enteritis, pneumonia, etc.vhich accoun® fox tho majority
oI our if.%nt deaths, there can ideally be no =zuch figure
miiass 1% ba nil,

Such important conditions as housing, tuirition,
and adsguate hospltalisation,leave much to be deslicd dbor
vier all plzy thelr part, and uniil these awe adsquavely
dealy with we cannot,as yet,speak of rsducirg the
irreduciblie minimum,

Comparative fisures of Infant Deaths
_for previous vears.

1945. 1944. 1943. 1942. 1941. 1940.1939. 1938. 1937.1936.
o G TR RS R - s b A~ - SR S

Al PH( N () ALl H
—iN _THE BOROUGH,
_LABORATORY FACILITIES.

The chemical and bacteriological examinatlion of
material submitted by the Health Department of the
Corporation is carried out by the Cardiff and County Public
Health Laboratory, Cardiff.

The number of specimens submitted during the
year were:- _ :
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_ LABORATORY FACILITIES (Cont)

Bwabgs to be examined for the presence

of Diphtheria bacilli e
Milk samples N A 88
Water samples e i 110

Under the Food and Drugs Act the Analyst 1is
Mr Rhys P,Charles,M.D.,F.L.C.,0f Bournemouth, to whom all
qaterial for analysis 1s sent.

8ix samples were submitted to the Beck Laboratory,
Swansea, for the Zondek Aschiem test.

~AMBULANCE FACILITIES.

The Borough ambulances were «vailarle when required
fo» non-infectious cases. For the romoval {o hospital of
paticiss suffering from infectious dlseases the Joint
Hogcpital Board maintain their own ambulance.

_NURSING IN THE HOME,

The Queen's Nursing Association, and the Briton
Ferry Nursing Association,in Neath and Briton Ferry respect-
ively,maintain a high standard of general and maternity
nursing in the Borough. For cases of infectious diseases
the Health Visitors are available for help and advice.
Althoygh there is no definite co-ordination between the
Nursing assoclations and the Council, the latter recognise
the value of the work that is being done by their administ-
ration of the John Taylor Charity Fund., The amount received
by Neath Nursing Associatépn from this fund during Eggﬁgagr
was £22.,13.4, and Briton Ferry Nursing Association £01.0.0.

In addition to the above, the Glamorgan County

Gggncll maintain six qualified midwives for matermity work
only,
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_HOSPITALS.

Tonna Igolation Hospital:
This is a hospital under a Joint
Board of the Neath Borough and Neath Rural District
Authorities. It has 54 beds and under normal conditions
provides ample accommodation for the area, The pumber of
cases admitted from the Borough for the year,194c, are
emmerated below:i—

_Diseasea _No.of cases admiited..
Paratyphoid:. “er 3
Diphtheria P 37
fearlet Fever ; o7
Mumps il
Chicksnrox 1
Ouservalion cases Wi 18

Spall Hospltal:

_ Smallpox cases can be admitted to the
Fedw-Hir Smallpox Hospital, Aberdarc, Neath being One of
the Joint Authorities whichbelong to the Fedw-Hir Hospital
Scheme. No occasion arose for the admission of cases of
smallpox during the vear. The proportion of the cost ©:=
maintaining this hospital paid by the Bogough of Neath for
the year ended 3lst December,194b,was £165,10.3.

West Glamorgan Hospitals

This Hospital at Penrhiwtyn,Neatl,
is a fully equipped Municipal hospital of 344 beds,of wilaich
30 arc reserved for maternity cases, The hospital admits
all cases,excepting infectious conditions, requiring
hospital treatment. It has become an inportant centre for
obstetrics., Qwing to the increasing numbers of maternity
cases admitted, the Health Committee of the County Counc..
have found it necessary to build a new maternity block to
the hospital.
: Although the new maternity block
has been in the course of erection for the past few years
difficulty in obtaining labour and materiale has delayed
its completion . We are anxiously awailing ius opening, for
unless a bed is reserved as early as the second month of
Pra%nancy it is hopeless for a mother to have her confine-
ment at the hospital. This has becomea real problem to






16.
West Glemorgan Hospital (Cont)

many because of the over-crowding which exists and the
ﬁiffégulty in obtaining domestic help during the lying-in
period.

Durinz the year 1,099 births were notifled from
West Glamorgan Hospital. Of these 261 were from the Borough
of Neath, and 838 from outside areas.

The percentage of births from the Borough of Neath
at the hospltal was 44.

The Glamorgan County Council have now introduced
8 clinic for cases re? iring plastic surgery. We are very
n

interested in this elinic brﬂulqe for the -"91+meut of
harellp and cleft palate 1n car Infanis it & 5 Previousky”
bezn nocsscary o send thean o F‘ mazzter or to the
Chl"ﬂ"‘r“..- = J.A.D 1}_1..ch1 a+ GJL. 1 \.JJL i [ ’..!. i l.'-'w._.- '14) ..n..rl'.i.f..DI'h

Cir pjTHl which is a Tuberculosls Hospital
under the JU {I n, 0a or the Welsh Jdational Memorial

Association is within the Bornueﬁ.but nunbers of residents
who are affecied with tuberculosis are also sent to Graig-
y-Nos, Talﬁarth and Sully Hospitals,according to where
accomnodation 18 available.

The new Emergency Hospital at Morriston has
recently allocated a certain number of beds for tubercular
patients, and cases from Neath have been admitted to this
hﬂspital.

Swansea General and Fve Hospital:
This is a voluntary hospital of 250 beds, and

admits general medical and surgical cases but does not
cater for obstetric cases.

Prince of Wales Hospital,Cardiff,
This is the recognised Orthopaedic Hospital for
this area, The Child Welfare Commlittee has an arrangcmen.i

with the hospital for the provision of operative treaim:iit
and surgical appliances for children under 5 years of agZe.

Highbury Nursing Home: :

This is the Dnly private Vu L'LE Homo in the
Borough, It hag 12 beds, and during ihe year admitted 20
maternity cases from the Borough.
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DISINFECTION.
During the year the disinfaction of articles of
cluthin% and infected houses in the Borough was carried

out at the homes of infected persons by means of
formaldehyde vapour.

Every case of infectious disease was visited, and

.....

where sultable, disinfection was carried out. All blanksis
and clothing which had becn in close contact with the cass
were conveyed to the Isolation Hospital and disinfected
there before the patients returncd home.

DISINFESTATION.
This was carrlied out Ly the Thematox method.
( For further injormation se3 Seritusy Inewadsoris report,)
RATRENITY AND Chiie) FELPANT,

The wmork carried out in coanection with Matammity
and Child Welfore iuciues:-

1. Beaith Visiting.

2. Infant Consultations at the Welfare Centres.
3. Ante-natal clinics and visiting.
4

Ultra~violet Light Therapy for infants
and expectant mothers.

b« Provision of dental treatment for expectant
mothers in necessltous cases.

6. Provision of milk, and vitamin products
for mothers and children under 5 years,

7. Diphtheria Immunisation clinics.
In addition, orthopaedic, dental, visual, ear,

nose and throat treatment is given in cc—operation with
the County Medical Qfficer.
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TREATFIIT CENTRES AID CLINICS.

As a result of the Education Act of 1944, a re-
organisation of the treatment centres and clinics was
found to be necessary.

The County Council who under the Act became resplil-~
sible for the treatment of school children were desirous of
using our clinics as treatment centres, and SO from the

1st March, 1945, clinic arrangements for the Maternity and
ild Welfare Committee were arranged as follows:i-

Antepatal clinics:- Dvfed Road - Thursdays at 2.30 D.m,
Earter St, - Tuesdays at 2.50 p.m.
Maternity & Tiild Folimgi- Lysed Road - Wridays, at 2.30 p.m.
- 33, Catherine's Parish _
Hall ~ Wednesdaye at 2¢30 P.Ll.
Hunter Streci-Puesdays at 2,30 DsXs
Ultra-Violet Licht Therapy:- Tuesdays - 10 a.m. at Dyfed Road
Clinic.

Diphtheria Immunisationi- At all Child Welfare Clinics.

Huﬂiax_ﬁmzaaj_glinég,with its equipment was the property of
the Neath Borough Council, but, owing to the fact that 1t
was being used mainly by the School Medical Services, it
became under the new Education Act, the property of the
County Eductcilon Committee. Neath Borough Maternity and
Child Welfare Committee now have to pay the Glamorgan County
Council for the use of Hunter Street Clinic.

Tuberculosis Clipnic: The Welsh National Memorial Association
hﬂl% clinics on liondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays of each
week.

iseascs Olinig: This is maintained by the Glamorgan
County Council, and is held at Port Talbot. It 1s situated
near Port Talbot Railwav Station and is open for males on
Mondays, and for females on Wednesdays and Tharsdays.






19.
~HEALTH VISITING,

The passing of the Education Act, 1944, has
meant a reorganisation of the staff and the work of the
Health Visitors, In the past you employed four Health
Visitors who devoted half their time to school work.

Under the new Act one Health Visitor has been transferred
to the County Council aa a full-time School Nurse, leaving
three Health Visitors to work the Borough full-time,

: The birth of every child in the Borough musti be
notified to me within.;ﬁ hours by a responsible person
present at birth, namely, the doctor or midwife. As snon
as possitle after the first fortnight ths child is
vislited by one of the health visitors. A nete is madc
0f the hore conditions, and advice glven ic (Lo mothe:
B8 1o feeding, Clothing, ciz., of ths chllé, rurther
visits are madae according 1~ the progrezs 2f “he child.

The following summary provides some information
regarding the activities of the health visitors during
the year:-

1, Children under 1 ysar of age ... 4,608
2. Investigations of stillbirths ... 12
3+ Children 1 - 5 years of age ien 1 B AT0

Each health visitor is also engaged at minor
ailment clinics on two mornings in each week, and at
Child Welfare clinics on two afternoons in each week.
Thus they come into contact with the mothers and children
at the centres, and become aware of the advice which is
given there by the Medical Officer. They are also able
to follow up this advice in the subsequent visits to

the homes.
CHILD LIFE PROTECTICN.

The administration of the Child Life Proteci:ion
Clauses under Part V11 of the Public Health Act, 1935, mec
continued by the Council during the year, being under
the direction of the Senior Health Visitor, actiing as
Child Life Protection Visitor,






e0.
MINOR AILMENTS.

The following cases were seen at the clinics at Dyfed
Road, 8t. Catherine's Parish Hall, and Hunter Street:-

ﬂ{m?gtarv 130 ggsgi and throat %a
eTgy rnia
Asthma g Enuresis E
Bronchitis 21 Infectious diseases
Cougns 43 Injurles
Burnsi& Scalds & ggeumatism 3
a ngwoIm
Cellulitis 13 Skin 139
Cleft Palate & Harelip Scabies %
ggpgan%tal deformities %6 gho%ﬁing Cough EB
sis ee c
Rigﬁgts 1 Nerve ¢ni Erain 1y
%gyur%ies 2 gfntai 1
r affecticas o ancs 173
Eye affections g?U Orthonaccic 24
Miscel.aneous 3

Cases referred to Inspector Stephens N.S.P.C.C. 2
Attendances at Clinics.
~No.0f children attending Total attendances at
~clinics,

Under 1 over 1l &
—YEAI. upder B vrs.

Dyfed Rd. 255 30 3,800
St.Cath's
- -1 p R e 23 2,423
Hunter St. 165 6 3,009
581 59 9,232
ANTE-NATAL CLINICS.

Two sessions per week are devoted to the supervision
of expectant mothers. The Medical Officer of Health, the
senior nurse, and one health visitor arc present at each
session. The number of ctant mothers who attended at the
clinics 1s shown in the following figures:-
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ANTE-NATAL CLINICS.
Neath. Briton Ferrv.
Cases brought f rd from 1 1
wa-ca:egugn 199 e 1%% g%
Carried forward to 1947 1

Egn;al_mzﬂaxmanz;- Extractions % Dentures 2
tra-violet ray therapy:- Cases 8 Attenﬂannesl,b?
Infra-red " " Cases 18 Attiendances 2

Cases treated at ante-natal clinics are shown below:-

Skin affections 2e
Abnormal presentations o §
Hmerplesia 21
Ao mal bleeding 22
Ailbuamanuaria Zb
O3dema 23
Savere anaemia 0
Vomiting etc. 29
Digestive ailments ﬂﬂ
Insomnia and nervous conditions
Influenza e
Pulmonary conditions 2
Heart

Varix 22
dondek Aschiem tests

Rh Factor tests 11

The pupil midwives who are employed at Neath Queen's
Mursing Association, and Briton Ferry Nursing Association,
attend to assist at the Ante-Natal clinics held at Dyfed
Road and Hunter Street Clinics.

The term 'Maternal Hurtality! relates to the deaths of

mothers from conditions peculiar to pregnancy and childbirth,
and is expressed as a ratio which the number bears to 1,000
(live and still) births.

One maternal death occurred in hospital.
Deaths: Puerperal Fever Nil. )

Uther maternal ;
cauges 1 Mortality rate 1.6
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VISTAL, DEFECTS.

Seven children under 5 years of age were examined
and supplied with spectacles.

All new cases of visual defects are now referred
to the County Medical Officer of Health who arranges for
children to be seen by one of his liedical Officers at
Hunter Street Clinic for a fee of 2/- per case.

QPERATIONS FOR REMQVAL OF
TONSILS AND ALENOITS.
Nine children under 5 years of age were operated
upon for the ramoval of tonsils and adenoids,

™™ Ao SITTINITT
LY B ) E;'.._."..'l.. LIRS T

One case wus zererred to the Sick Childron: Hospltal,
at Great Cimcnd &treet, London, for repair of Hare-1lip.

_ULTRA-VIQLET EAY CLINICS.

223 children under 5 years of age attended at these
clinics during the year, with a total number of g6b
attendances.

INFESTATION BY HEAD LICE.

The Health Visitors have again paid particular
attention to this part of their work, end all cases
discovered were treated with Lethane Hair 0il with
satisfactory results.

ORTHORPAEDICS.

14 children under 5 were examined at the Glamorgan
County. Council orthopaedic clinics and appliances were
supplicd to children where required.
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~ANFECTIQUS DISEASES
Cases notified,
® £ ~ Total No. Cases " Total.
Infectious diseagse. - of cases admitted No. of
y . notified. ‘___to_gpap: Deaths
Paratyphoid Fever | ;1__!_ 3 L
Cerebrn—ﬁpinal Fever,! b B} 4 - 3
Whooping Cough. Amaatiy: iy A a5
el e ol e T D 1 A=
Scarlet Fever. ! A R R
Measles. :' S P S B
Puerperal Pyrexia. | 1 ' In hospital LENTEE
Pnéumnnia. i 11 LR st e =
Dysentery. Lol ' R G L e e A A
Ophthalmia Neonatorum. 1 - S
Paratyphoid Fever:

For the first time for many years para-
tyghuid fever appeared in the Borough. Three cases were
notified. There did not appear to be any connection betwsen
these three cases, and the actual cause was not discovered.
There was one death. It seemed that paratyphoid was appear-
ing in isolated groups all over the County at that period.

Whooping Coush,

Fifteen cases of this dlsease were notified,

with one death.

The Ministry are at precent conducting
field trials at Leeds,Manches*er, and londen, with a nev
vaccine, The results are so promicing trai it is hoped in
the near futurs to produce a wvophriactlc ageat es olficlunt
in the prevention of Whooping-couzgh as the agent we are now
using for the prevenition of divihntheria.
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~INFECTIQUS DISEASES(Cont)

"10 ceses of Measles were notified during the year,
one of which was treated at Tonna Isolation Hospital.There
were no deaths from this disease.

Cergbro-spinal Fover:

No cazses of this disease were notifie”
during the year.
gcarlet Fever:

36 cases were notified, and 27 admitted to

hospitale If adequate nursing and 1sniation facilities were
available at the homes no objection was ralscd to allowing

gthCESGE t0 be treated at thelr ovm homes by their omwn
octors.

" Although 37 cases of diphtheria were motifici
and admitted to hospital therc werc no deaths.

Smallpoxs

Soveral cases werc scen during the ycar ol
soldicrs who on their way home from the East were contacis
of smallpox., Those were notified to me by tho Port Mccic:
Officers and woro kept under obscrvation for tho duration
of the incubation period.

fcables: ,
667 attondances worc mndo Eﬁ Bgticnts attending atb
the Scabies Cloansing Centre at Dyf ad during the year.
This centre is proving to be a great boon to the people who
have been unfortunate enough to contract scabics. We are
having difficulty in persuading adult male sufferers to
attend with their families, and it must bo stressed that
unless the whole family is dealt with at tho same time
recinfection takes place and treatment must begin again,

The cases are reforred to us by Medical
practitioners and by the school nurses, The nurscs dis-
gcg%r the infected school children, and visits to the homoee

ollow.
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25,
_INFECTIOUS DISEASES (Cont)

_Comparative teble of Notifications.

England 126 Cty 148 Smaller London NEATH.

and Boroughs Towns,Resld:Adminis:
Wales., and great Population County.

towns,incl: ag,ooo -~
London,

50,000 ]
Typhold Fever. 0.01 2001 0.01 0.01 0.0C
Paratyphoid Fever 0,02 0.02 0,01 0.01 009
Cerebral-spinal " 0.05 0.05 0,04 0,06 0,00
Scarle’ Feval, 139 1.51 1¢%% 102 - 1:1b
Whooping Cougli, 2.28 2040 2033 o.22 0,48
Diphtheria, 0.28 0,32 0,21 Gu28  1.19
Erysipelas. 0.22 0.2h 0,22 0.27 0000
Smallpox. 0.00 000 0.00 000 0.00
Measles. 3.92 ol 340 T35 0o %2
Pneumonia. 0.89 1.02 0.74 Bet5. 035
Puerperal Fever 8.50 10,35 T.b 3,68 1.6

e Pyrexia ; 2 3 9,68

The total number of children who were immunised against

diphtheria at 31st December, aged 1 = 15 years was 4,752.

The number of notifications of diphtherla since 1940,

with other information, follows:-
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' _DIPHTHERIA IMMUNISATION (Cont.)
No of cases
. No. irrmunised.
1540 98 -
1941 42 5
1942 64 ~
1943 30 7
1944 33 4
1945 31 3
1946 36 ¢
These figures refer to cazes of ell agew, el not
only io children batween the ages oi & -~ 1H years.

_Imﬂ_'llu.‘aé_q.jm‘ *"' T*”lﬁ L&ﬂ_'id'.}_ﬁhllﬂ_

_Hh;Qi_nhildxﬂnhmhn_naﬂ_chirniﬂdhihﬁ_rullﬁgaunh
up to 3lst December,1947. Tatal

‘Under 1 1lvr. 2 yrs. 3.yrs. 4 yrs. 5-9yxs.10-14vrs.undcr 35

0. 228 47 M7 5 1M 1972 52

: _Hﬂiiﬁlgﬂilgn&; Deaths.
Age at date No. of 0.0f cases in No.of No,of

of Notif: cases which child had deaths. cases
Dotif: _completed course.

— — —

I

Under 1 yr
1 year.

e years.
3 i
4 it
5~9°®
10~ 14 "

Yoo Dol
I =~ o 1
1 |
l 1

I
I
I

Totals. 15 6 - -







27 .
TUBERCULOSIS.
Figures are given below of new cases of

Tuberculosis and of deaths from the disease during
the year:-

1 o +hH

| New Coses.
Age periods.. Pulmonary .Hoﬁfpulmonary Pulmonary Non-Pulm.

b B RO RS R A R R
!Q_-—- 1l _vear o o= I &= = - L0 g =
=B vmarq% S 1§ il b e T 1 I - I. - I
5210 o SR - S TR = o
10-15 " e S A | (B 1 e >l T R,
15-20 " i e R N B SR
20-25 " el g i S L g
S S R Y T
ol S S T I P
A5=55__" 1 i 1 i - - P 2 ol -
;55=95 g j Dl = _— — 1] S -
o R R S S IS W

116 83 4% e 6 Tl SR - 1

The number of cases on the Tuberculosis Register
at year ended 31st December, 1939, and years ended 3lst
December, 1946 are given below:=

Zulmonary. ~: . Iotal.
Uales Females. Males Fepales.
31.12.39 70 72 62 52 256

3l.12,46. 164 169 56 57 446
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—BOME HELPS,

On three separate occasions during the year a scheme
for the provision of Home Helps was inaugurated. A4 Town's
meeting was called and representatives from most of the -
local organisations attended.

The proposed scheme was explained in detall to the
delegates who promised to do everything in their power to
publicise the scheme. Following upon this a publiclty
campaign was inaugurated, and addresses were glven in many
parts of the Borough.

Unfortunatsly the czmpalgn was not a succ2es, and
not- & aiizle rorlication wes waccived for i posty vrLer wAS
Bomas Help Sdhnencs

From queaticne ralecd o the various meetings I
gathered that ba9 npin cojectlons Weral-
1. Relupntence tc :uulericke domsstic work., This, I

believe, is due tn ile s:zius and conditions of domestic
servants which existed »nrior to 1939.

2o The terms offered were not attractive enough.

;. A scarcity of female labour. The opening of factories
n the area which give employment to a high percentage of
female labour. These factories ensure security, good
working conditions, and bettcr wages than those offcred
under the Home Hgelp Schemo.
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_m".ﬁ";,-. S il

The water supply for the Borough comes from the Gnoll,
Briton Ferry, and Ystradfellte waterworks, From the 1two
former the water is filtered and chlorinated,and from the
latter,chlorinated only. Continuous samples were taken
during the year from the three sources of supply before and
after treatment. Monthly samplcs arc taken as a routine -
measure for bacteriological examination.

No.of samples taken for bacteriological cxamination
2% houses, schools,hospitals,factories and public

houses during the year ... . i 75
From Springs S A e e
t Swimning Fool Lo i 6
Bacteriological 63
Chaolceal = 5
Gxoephiug a fow fames sud bungaicws in the outlylng areas
which are on a privass supp.7, @il the houses, shops, eic.,
are coanecied to the Doroush supply.
~Cofn Cwri
1946, Gnoll, ~Oimla, .
ey, — b - ARG0E *“%“’"‘E‘s"
February. 4.50 4.71 4.2
March. 1.40 1l.44 1s
April 1.89 1.%3 1.99
May. 3,15 LR 3.56
June. 6.40 6.38 5.94
July 4430 252 4425
August. 8.33 8.77 7.29
September.  9.16 9.74 8.49
October. 1.50 2.00 1,82
November. 9.98 9.29 8.38
December. 5,32 5.31 4.71
62,23 62,64 57,60

——— s e —

guxiﬂilmﬁﬂi_ﬂiﬂignrlz; In North and South Wards from 30th
Fpril go 1&;@ ay supply was curtaiied to 16 hours per day.
T

om 16th May to 4th June to 14 hours per day.
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