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e Borouch of Neath

Mr. Mayor, Madam, and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my Annual Repord
for the year 1943. It has been drawn up in accordance wiih the
recent Circular issued by the Weish Board of Health, and as
instructed, no information is given which would enable local
population to be constructed.

During the vear the work of the
department has been maintained as heretofore, and I am again able
to report that new measures have been introduced which should have
a beneficial bearing on the welfare and well=-being of the
commnity. I am referring specifically to the treatment of Cleft -

late and Hare-1lip at the plastic unit of ihe Gloucester City

neral Hospital, the appointment of a Consultant in Disease of
Children, the provision of Insulln in necessitous cases, 1.C
1nmroduc%10n of the campaign against Venereal Discases, and the
commencement of the long-term policy of Health and Sex Education
among the school children and adolescents in the Borough.

These matters, together with
Diphtheria Immunisation, the care of I11egitimnte children, Horo
Helps, the improved Vitamin scheme, are dealt with fully in thLo
repnri. These are included together with the usual information
which is given annually.

My thanks are due to the Mayor and
Corporation for their encouragement, to the Town Clerk for nis
guidance and courtesy, and to my staff for their loyal co-operation
during the year.
I am,
Your obedient Servant,
H.R. STUBBINS.
Medical Officer of Healti.
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_GEUEDAL INFORMATION,

' j—-.l'ﬂﬂr{ mmreSJ . w0 & & & . ow 'R “:!'JEGE
Pateable value e Sy by ..£163,921
Sum produced by pennv rate e i £5%1

VITAI, STATISTICS

Rates per 1.000 pcpulation.
fnelapnd & Wales. Neath,

Live births: 16,5 14.5
8t111-hirths: e 0,51 0,68
Deaihs:
All causes,: 5+ M 122
Typhoid & Para-typhoid fever A 0.00 0,00
Scarlet Fever v i 0.00 0.C0
Whooping~cough i sk 0,03 0.24
Diphtheria S ok 0.03 C.00
Influenza ek P 0.37 0,35
Enall"Pox e “sm OﬁOO 0: 00
Measles n 4 S 0.02 0.0
Cancer {vs ...Not available 1.5%
Tuberculosis (Pulmonary) 0.98 ¥ eveily

I ?Hnn_pulmnaryg 033 3 Not available 1,02
Violence e S o . 0.h7
Deaths under one year of oge ves 49 70
Deaths from Diarrhoea and Enteritis sas  5a3 ok
YUaternal Mortality: '
Puerperal Pyrexia o do s 0,00

Abortion e tss P
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_PUBLIC ASSISTANCE,
The following information has been supplied by Mr Albert
Griffiths, Director of Public Assistance for Glamorgan,with
reference to the Borough.

Public Assistance afforded in the Borough of Neath during
the year ended 31st December,1943:-

Weekly average number of persons chargeable S 483
Total amount of relief paid ... o T S
BIRTHS,

The number of live births registered in the Borough was
426, made up of 221 males, end 205 females,giving a birth-rote
per 1,000 of the estimated population of ios ik 14.5
For the administrative County of Glamorgan this was .%

. England and Wales et e 1

The following table gives comparative figures for
previous years:-

Yeal. _Birthrate. Jdear.  _Birthrate.

; e
13.9 1931 1
: %

L]
L]
L]

g

1

. 13 o I
1 1 :% 1 23 1522
1957 14, 52 17
1 T 192 18.2
1 E 15% 1825 22.0
1 15,

Illcgitimate Births.

The total number of illegitimate births registered as
belonging to residents in the Borough during the year was 17,
showing an lncrease of 3 as compared with ?%42, and giving a
rate of 39.9 per 1,000 of the total live births in 1943.

The Minister of Health, in a recent Circular, exprossed
grave concern at the rising illegitimecy rate, and suggested
that every welfarec authority should draw up a scheme to safo-
guard tho child and help the mother in every way possiblce.






6.
_BIRTHS (Cont.)

In view of the special problcms involved, the Minister
thought that o worker,trained and expericnced in moral welfare
and probation,should be appointed for this work .

The Glemorgan County Council thought this matter of so
much importange that a Confercnce of all local Welfare Authorities
wes held on 20th June,1944 to give an indication as to how this
Circular was being implemcnted.

Qur own cose was that the nusbers of illegitimate
children born in the Borough during the last five years were:-

1939. 1
1 %i g
% i 19
1943. 1%
A total of 60,
and that in all cases the children were very well looked after Lv
relatives and that all the suzgestions cnumerated in the Ministeri
Clrcular were being carricd out by our Health Visitors,iid s Siis

was working satisfactorlly we inteonded to continue with this
arrangement.

Btlll-births,
The numbsr of stillbirths registered was 20,gciving

rate of 46.9 per 1,000 live and siillbirths, aud O.57 por 1,000
civilian population.
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_CAUSES OF DEATHS.

Alales. Females.

Fieures given by Registrar— Geperal.

Typhold & Para~typhold Fevers . 0
Cerebro-spinal Fever i Srr e
Bcarlet Fever san s bd 0
Thooping Cough o i 7 ol
Diphtheria e ses 0

berculosis of the Respiratory system 1

ther forms of Tuberculosis i !
Syphilitic Diseases . e 1
Influenza g . id g
Measles i Lisa iy
Ac: Poliomyelitis & Polio-encephalitis 0
AciInfant Encephalitis S el 0
Cancer of Buc:Cav: and Oesophagus(M) Uterus(Fi
Cancer of Stomach and Duodenum ses
Cancer of breast b Fr
Cancer of all other sites .t
Diabetes Tan naach %
Intercranial vascular lesions e b 1
Heart Disecase i p 3%
Other diseases of circulatory system
Bramhitiﬂ s e =8 10
Pneumonia sin A s B
Qther respiratory diseasecs i 3
Ulcer of stomach and duodenum ey
Diarrhoea under 2 years o 2
Appendicitis i S
Other digestive disorders o a
Nephritis oo s
Puerperal & Post Abort: sepsis 3l 0
Other maternal causes SRS el
Premature birth ave i é
Congenital malformation,birth injilnfant Dis:
Euicide L3N I | - "W
Bord Traffic accidents bt B
Other violent causes e
All other cmuses Sk AR

[

OO\TNANMNOINO OO

=
OFEINFHEFNMN OO\ W OO=IFJ10O

N = ORI

n

M o e 03
sl A

0

e

—

nd )

OO OO =-DMO0O O

o =

- w
Wi w Ty

O COFAL O O Ty |

b = =N
O\ N OO -

e

192

o
U

&







8.
___DME_LG.QHQJ._
The number of deaths registereg during the year, of
all agesi was 357, males 192, females 165, This gives a death-

rate of 12,4 and may be compared with previous ysars in the
following table:-

1943.1942.1941..1940.1939,1938. 1937 1936. 1935, 1934. 1933, 1932
© 12,4 11,9 14.0 13,712,6 12,0 12,7 13.3 11.7 11,5 13.8 12,1

The Ward distribution of deaths was as follows:-
North Ward, 133 Bouth Ward.l24 Briton Ferry Ward 100.

The table on page 7 gives a classification of *he
causes of deaths as recorded by the Rogistrar-General.

Deaths in age groups.

Under 1 year io 35 - 4h years 25
1l - E years 2 ﬁ5 - ﬁg " Al

=g 1 - b o3
%o o 1 1 E% o 75
LR 0«50 @ ks
Be 25 St i 40
%g : g5 . over 90 L

There were 45 deaths from cancer, and the agc
distribution was as follows:-

Aze, AMales. Lenzles,
35 = 45 years., 2
gzgg". g

& upwards 12

—Ioguests on Deaths from Violonce,

The number of deaths in the Borough which werc certified
by the Distriet Coroner after an enquiry was 17

The following table gives the cause of deaths:-






9.
_DEATHS BY VIOLENCE.

T T Maa
gause of death. Male Femzle.

—

otor accidents. 2011 31,52,

s T

Fall. 66 56, 79
e 36.52,60,69 it TR
Suicide. o6, 42 0 =
Scalds. ST | :

Drowning 2 3 = R

This is regarded BS a very sensitive index of social
welfare and sanltary improvements. 1t isogenerally measured By
the deaths under one yearl of zge per 1,000 live births in the
gsame year. In 1943 the murber of infent deaths was 30, and the
mumber of births was 420, thug giving an infont mortality rate
of 70. You will note, 1n the accompanying cnalysis of infant _
deaths, that premature birth, congzenital CAuUsSEs, and birth injuries
accauni-far more than half the number of deaths. They all occurred
ngﬂii %hﬂ child was a month old, and rost of them before leaving

gpital.

The Ministry of Health Advisory Commlttee on welfare of
?nghers and young children has nowW recormended that 5
1) space should be allocated on the birth aotification card Ior
the weight of the child to e recorded, in order that should the
child weigh 5% lobs or less, the health visitors atiention could
be immodiately dramn to ihe fact that this child would require

cisl attentlon. ;
The appointment of & consulting pacdiatrician, and
3) The eppointment of Home Helps.

0f the remainin% 1% deaths, cleven gerc due to dlscases
of the lungs, and hCTcC met statc that overcrowding and DOOT
housing condlitions have played a deadly part.






108,

ANALYSIS QF INFANT DFATES,
-

i

"~ Under one Azes 3
Cause. | month. Over 1 nonth & Totals.

it i1 Lale 1o 8 N o1 W Lt N

I _M, 2 PR | N R A
Premature birfh, 3 ' 5 = o LOTR R S8 G s |
Congenital causes  _ ! | |
and malformation.. 3 . 2 B - ) i
Birth Injury. | 1 2 1 - |70

1 T | ——

Bronchitis

|
1
=
|
l_l
l
Ll

Pneumonia. i 9 - ! e =
Convulsions AR 2

- _ _J? I SN
Whooping Cough E S0 S . - 3 gg - 3 3

Marasmus.

Pyloric Stenosis

Totals. o e Ty e L 13 30

Comparative numbers of Infant deaths for previous yearsi-

aaae g, 1940 1939 1930 1937 1936 1938 1934 1933 1932 1971
29 5 27 L7 20 eI 0T, 25 27 A% 59 4h
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_Mm&iﬂim.ﬂl%mmm_
_ within the Countv of Glamorcan.

B e
. per 1,
—Dpopulation,
Administrative
County. 1344
Urban Disiricts. 0.4
Rural Districts, 1&;?
England & Wales 16. K
Erhﬂﬂhﬂlgirlﬁiﬁ,
berdare 15.6
Barry 22,
Bridgend 10, é
Caerphilly 20,
Cowbridge 17.0
gflligaer 22.0
yneorrwg 232
Llwchwr lgpl
Maesteg lg,S
Mountain Ash %';1
L4 5
Ogmore & Garw ng?
Penarth 15.4
Pontypridd 1 .E
IJC}]Tt]ﬂIEEiﬂF]. 174
Port Talbot 104
Rhondda 17
Rural Districts,
ga;giggé 17 .0
owbridge e
Gower 1 .g
Llantrisant &
Llantwit Fardre 19;3
Neath 17t
P‘Eﬂ}?bﬂnt 19 o g
Pontardawe ) e

Deathrate
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General Provision of Heolth
Services in the Borough,

I ﬂbeaIQIEE E'ﬂgj Ijjjac

The chemical and bacteriological examination of
material submitted by the HEalth Department of the Corporation is
gaigiﬁg out by the Cardiff and County Public Health Laborzto: "y

a ’

The numbers of specimens submitted during the year wasrs:
Bwabs for the presence of Diphtheria bacilli 1339
Milk samples e i . 1173

i

™ -

Water samples ke i G

Under the Food and Drugs Act the Anc iJQU L8
Mr Rhys P.Charles,M.D.,F.L.C. of Bournemou®h, to whom &
material for analysls under the Act 1s sent.

Heven semples were submitted to the Back
Laboratory,Swansea, for Zindek Aschiem test.

The Borough ambulance i1s available when required
for nnn-infectiaus cases., For the removal to Hospital of patient
suffering from Infectious diseases the Joint Hospital Board
maintain their own ambulance.

ursing in the Home.

The Queen's Nursing Association, and the Briton
Ferry Nursing dssociation, in Neath and Britan.fcrry resnectlvel
meintain a high standard of general and maternity mirsing in the
Borough, For cases of infectious diseases the Health Ula]iﬂ*%
are available for help and atvice. Although there is no de £l .b

co-ordination between the Mirsing dssosintiong and the founcls

nevertheless the latter IEGDCPihﬂ the value of the worl Thay k:
being done by their administration of Lhﬂ John Lajlor -_hﬁ‘*}.
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MNursing in the Home ( Cont.)

Many vears ago the late John Taylor left a sum of
money to the Council for the provision of a hospital in the
Borough, The Council,later,decided to invest the sum in the
Charity Commissioners, the interest belng transferred fo an
account known as the John Taylor Charity Trustees Account. The
amount so credited 1s divided between the Neath and Briton Ferry
NMursing Associations in the ratlo of two thirds to Neath, and one
third to Briton ferry. Durinz the year 19%5 the Neath Nursing
Assocégtion recelved £124, and the Briton Ferry Nursing Assoclat-

ion £
Besides the above the Glamorgan County Council
maintain six fully qualified midwives for maternity work only.

A
_I-I_.f‘ls "‘1 I...‘.:.".:J“.F}.*

Lsolaticn Fospiiaii- This 1s a hogpital under
& Joint Board of the Neaith Borough <ind Neath Rural District
Authorities. It has 54 beds, and under noim~l conditions nrovides
ample accommodation for the area. 1he number of cases adltied
from the Borough for the year ers enunerated below:-

Disease. I a
Diphtheria cos
arlet Fever Ve gg
erebro=-spinal
feve r L B é
Observation cases ... 1
Smallpox Hospital:

Smallpox cases can be admitted to the Fedwhir
Smallpox Hospital, Aberdare, Neath belng one of the Joint
Authorities which belong to the Fedwhir Hospital Scheme. Lo
occasion arose for the admission of cases of smallpox during the
year. The proportion of the cost of maintaining this hospital
paid by the Borough of Neath for the year 1943 was £142.11. 2d.

Sanatoria: ,
Cimla Hospitnl) which is a Tuberculosis Hospital

under the jurisdiction of th= ¥=ish Hatlonal Memorial Assoclaticn
is within the Borough, but numbsrs of residents win are affasoted
with Tuberculosis are also sent o Graig-y-nos, Taigarth, ol
Sully hospitals, according to where accommodation ls availabla,

new Emsrgency Hospital at Morriston has recently allocaied &
certain number of beds for tubercular patients, and patients 1101
Neath have been admitted to this hospiltal.
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Sanatoria (cont.)

0 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis were admitted to
Cimla Hospitdl from the bBorough during the year.

Geperzl Hosgpitals.

Test Gleporzan County Hospltal at Penrhicwtyn, Neath,
1s a fully equipped municipal hospitval of AA beds, of which 30
are recesved for mateinity cases, The hospital admits all cases
(excepting infectious cmniltionsj requiring hospital treatment.

Of late vears 11 has become an important centre for
obstetrics. Owing %o the lacreasing murhers of maternity caces
admitted, the Health Commlitee of the County Council have found.
1% necessary to build a nsw maternity block to the hospital.

During the year 917 births were notified from this
hospital, of which 173 were from Neath Borough, and 744 from
outslde areas.

1 ard Zve Hogpital:- This is a voluntary
hospital of 350 beds, and pai T8 _gonsrzil medical and surgical case
but does not cater for obstetric cases.

meﬁ:%m hospital is the
recognised Orthopaedic Hospiial for :his area. Both the School

Medical Services and the M & C.W. Commnlttees have thelr om
arrongements with the hospital for the provision of operative
treatment and appliances for thelr patients,

Private Mursing Homo:- Highbury is the only private
Nursing Home in the Borough. L% has 12 beds, and during the
year cases from the Borough inclucded %5 maternity, 50 surgical,
and 2 medical
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Lreefiusat Centres apnd Clinles.
ir the foll owing summary particulars are glver of treatment

®cntres ard clinics adreiuistrated by the Couacil in the interesis of
the Matsranity and Chila Wslfere Commitiee, zid the Educa®tion Committee:-

1, Ante-nesal Clinics: Dyfed Road - Thursday afternoons.
Hunter Street - Tuesday affsrnoons.
EMMGEUE.MM Dyfed Road - Friday afiernoons,
_Welfare Clinics: St. Gathiaig%?ﬂ's - Tednssday "
Huntar Street - Tucsday o
3.8chool _(linigs: Dyfed Road -  Every morning
Hunter Etreet - B ’
4.Rentzl Clinigs: Hunter Street -~  Wesdey, Wednosday
Thursday & Friday
: mornings.
5. Qphibalmic Clinics: Hunter BStreet - Thuraday afternoons
(fortnightly).
6.Qxthopaadic Clinics! -Dyfed Road - Mr. A,0. Parker,Orthop-

aedic Surgeon, attends
twice yearly. Cases
dealt with intercurrent-
ly by M.0.H.

Tiw Dyfed Road -~  Monday mornings as
required.

Bmmmmmm%md Road Thursday nornings
ter Strest - Tuesday afternoons.

'B.WW ‘Dyted Road - M & C,W.Tues. mornings.
. Schools.Vednesday "
Duberculosis Clinic:

Ante-natal Saturday "

The Welsh National Memorial Association hold
linics at 107, London Road, Neath, on.lMondays, Wednesdays, and
radays of each week.

@ﬂmunaaaaan_gum.:. - This is maintained by the Glamorgah County
uncil, and is held-at Port Talbot. It is situated near Port Talbot
lway Station, and is open for males on Mondays and Thursdays, and
or females on Wys and Thursdaye.
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Disinfection.
During the year the disinfection of articles of
clothing and infected houses in the Borough was carried

out at the homes of infected persons by means of formaldehyde
vapour.

Every case of infectious disease was visited, and
where suitable, disinfection was carried out. All blanksis
and clothing in closz contact with the case were comweyed
to the Isolation Hogpital and disinfected befcre the patient
returnsd home,

R S P
j_'..i--..-;ij'; : l_:}.:::-ﬂ‘.ﬂ.t;il.glll_

: This was carriec out v the Thermntex meithod. 17
hiouses were treated in This WEnneX,

(For further infommation see report Cf Sonitary

R e 8 P i)
R L oL Il o el 27 WMeaT "
Maternisy apd Cnild Welfare.

Ay

The work carrisd out in ecomnsction with Malernity
and Child Welfase lncludes:-

1. Health Visiting.
2. Infant consultations at the Welfare Centres.
3, Ante-natal clinics and visiting.

4. Ultra-violet Light Therapy for infents and
expectant mothers.

5. Provision of milk for expectant mothers and children.
6., Denmsal treatment.

7. OQrthopaccic clinic.

8. Treatment of visual defects.

9. Operation for removel of tonsils and adenoids.

10. Diphtheria Lmmunisntion clinics.
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Matamitr and Child Welfare !Qﬂnﬂ)

=

4 Thﬁiﬂﬂﬁ?fﬂ‘J" nd Chilld re;ra‘ﬂ Clinics and Ante- -

natal: clinice were "“511.; on many occasions during the
year Ly diaﬁeﬁi“ SXPOTLS frcic The LLL1VU¢3 of Foocd., They
EEWE El’l(“?'t wl.h.u.]‘i.:l ”ﬁJ. .L"hrﬂr .-...'--..u-Lu:.-iJ LID uJ-.-._n ur_.}ur-a.uIn a1 t'J:J.L‘:!

preparation of various Gishes and obtaluning the vitemin value
of certain focdstufis.

..c,.r ID E]r—‘ﬂ-l

- There are four Eealthz Visitors emplorﬂt by the Council,
but they devote half-tize to sthool work. This, in practice, has
been found to worlr smocihly,

The birth of JVary child ocsu“ritg ian the Borough must be
notified to me wiviin %z lwurs vy o crons_hlg perscn present
at birth, naxcly, thas LJL,J* or midwife. Then, as soon &s
posslible after the first Jcrinlgni, the child is visited by one
of the Health Visitors. A notc is e o of the home cornditions,
and advice given o ths mowvher re feeding, clothing, etc., of the
child. Accordin= 10 progress further visi s are mede.

The following surmary p"nvldea some information rogarding
the activitids of the Healih Visitors during the year:-

No. of vislis paid during the ysar by all Eealth Visltors to:i-

1. Children under 1 year of age S 3126
2. Investigations of still-births A 20
3. OChildren 1-5 years of age Nl A 4,0€6
4. Ophthalmia Neonatorum e coe Nil.

Each Hes 1th.?1siuar is also engaged at the Welfare Centres
gvery morning, and ai least two afternoons each week. Thus they
come into contact with thc mothers and children at the Centres
and become awerc of the advica, the Medigal Officer gives there.
They are algg eble to Iollcw up this in the subssquent visits
to the hames.
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® _Infant Consultations at the Welfare Clinics.
Diarv of Clinics:
_Dvfed Road. Bunter Street.
Mondayv.. :
Gy, General treatment. a.m. General treatment.
" Haile 1.General treatment. a.m.1.General treatment.

2, Ultra~violet—ray therapy.
p.m.2.Centre consuliations.
3.Antenatal clinic.
4.Diphtheria Immunisation.

Wednescar.
a1, 1.General ireatment. a.m. General treatment.
2, Ultra~vidlet-ray therapy.
P.m. Centre eonsultations at
St. Catherine's Hall,Melin.
Thursday,
‘el 1.General treatment. a.m.General treatment.
2, Diphtheria Imminisation.
Triday :
Qelle General treatment. a.m.General treatment.
Centre consultations. Centre Consultations.
Diphtheria Immunisation.
Saturday.
Aelh. General treatment. a.m. General treatment.

Ultra~violet-ray therapy.
Dental Clinics:- Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday mornings.
nphthalmic clinic:— = Thursday afternoons (fortnichtly) at Hunter Street
Orthopaedic clinics:~ March and October by arrangement at Dyfed Road.

Tongil and Adenoid operationsi— Monday mornings as required at
Dyfed Road.






_simwn ATIMENTS.
The followlnz Gowas woro SOS0 at the Minor Ailment
Olinics at Dyvfcd Joid, o Aaiegeing's Pardsh Hall, and Hunier
trecti- ;

L=tk

Injurics s Glonds 12
TWhooping Czugh a7 _ Gollolitls .é"ﬁ
Cougkis 20 Univillcal Hernla 7

Cervical ddenitls 4
Paeamconlis 3
Llimentary
Yose & Taroat
c-in affections

g e S
t‘.u'v.ir'.l.a. e e l!:...l'

Urticarin
Mentol o328
Uaonis

Oleft Inlote
Rachiiis

Influensa

LOAT OO0 Sonsoaa s

et
A EADOFAD
Vi o

E; e
Astans i fiooplos 7
Eycs =0 Ferphizus g
Zars BE Bearist Yaver
Burns & Gzalds 10 Diphthoria e
Enourceis 4 Cinn.ckenpox 7
Maracris 10 s B
Nervous dlscases 3 Wenslos ;
Orthopaadis 25 Erremnia
cnenitls 6] plgoellanoous ae

Oages atsonded %o by Inspecior 84cphens,N.S.P.C.C. 14,

At this junciure I would 1ike apain to cxpress My
thanks to Irncvccheor Stephens O 4o ¥.S5.7.C.Cs for his
co~oporaninn ot holpe wiae ooges referred to him were
promptly atitonded to with gatisfactory results,

_ANTE_NATAL CLINICS..

Tmo snssions por 7eck arc devoted to the supcrvislon
of expectant motasre. (Do ledical Officer of Health, the
superintendens OursS, anl one health visitor are prcsent at
cach ®ssion. The miber of expectont mothers who attended at
the clinics is shomn in the follgwing fisurcs

.Y R
ALY
Al .

Cases brought forward from 1942 104
New cases in 1943 101 g;
Qarried forwaxcd Go 1944 93

Dantel treafmonii-
Brireotions ... 6
Teaturss ‘s 1
Ultra-Violet Fov
Therapy:- "  Gasea 65 Attendances 463

Infra—-red Roy:- * odB
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On the first visit of every expectant mother to the ante-
ratal clinic a comclete record of the mother's previous illness
eénd of any previcuy confinements is teken, and entered on a case
sheet, fhe findings of the medical examination during the
1ires vislt, and subsequent visits, are also entered, Any abnormal
symptoms are fully investigated, the blood pressure and weight are
beken, and urine exemined at each attendance, 1If the patient shows
syrwtoms or siogns of anaemia, or vitamin deficiency, or malnutrit-
ion, spbropriate advice is given and in necessitous coses exira .
miik, cod liver oil, iron in tabiet form, and supplies of mecdicine
ars avoilsdic free of charge, A special ultra~violet ray clinic
i5 held oa Saturday mornings for expectant mothers, Leaflets are
ai80 given with advice as to hygiene, diet and clothing,exercise,
ewl., Curing the expectant period. §

If any complication arises which may tend to make the
confingment compliceted, a radiological examination is c§rriad out
by Dr lwan Davies, &wansea, and the fare and radiologist's foe is
Baid by the Council in necéssitous cases. Further, iF the Medical

fficer requires specialist advice, Dr J.Lloyd Davies is consultcd

During the year 3 cascs were x—rﬁged at Swansea by C
Dr Iwan Davies, and 2 cases Were cxamined by Dr Lloyd Davies.

Cases treated at ante-natal ¢linics arec shom below:-

Bkin affections <SR 6 .

Abnormal presentations o i

Hyperpiesia . ;

Abnormal bleeding 1 iC
bumenaria

edema
Severe anaemia
Vomiting,etc.

Digestive allments 58 G,
Inscmnia & nervous conditions 4

Infiuenza 54

Pulmonary conditions j?

Fibroid r
Heart 2 L
Varix 1 o,
Dental 1

Zondek Aschiem tests 7 1

~Maternal Mortality.

The term Maternal Mortality relates to the deaths of &d
mothers from conditions peculiar to pregnancy and childbirth,and -
1s expressed as a ratio which the number bears to 1,000 total (live
and still) births. One death occurred in hnsgital.

Maternal Mortality rate .., 2.2
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_VISUAL DETEUTS.

During the year Mr H.E.Quick attended at 18 sessions,
and 169 children were tested for visual defects.

IONSILS AND ADENOIDS.

Mr C.P.Robinson attended 13 times. 130 children
were examined, of whom 71 received opcrative treatment for
removal of tonsils and adenoids.

—ORTHOPAEDICS.

The Orthopaedic clinics are held twice yearly, and in
this year lir A.O.Parkor attended in April end October. 12 child-
ren were examined for the first time, and the total number oI
attendances for the two sesslons was 90. 5 childfen received
operative irecatment at the Prince of Wales Hospital,Cardiff.

Unier the Council's scheme,maintenance fees at the
hospital are paid by them, and the parent 1s charged only half
the cost of any surgical appliances roguirdd.fhese appliances are
provided free of cliarge ln necessltous cases.

_ELASTIC SURGERY,

Since my apgaintmant to Neath I have been at a loss
to know where to send bablies suffering from hare lips and cleft
palates. This congenital deformity is a disability which causes
great distress to both parent and child, and must be attended fc
early in life in order to obtaln the best results from the
necessary operation.

In the past the only hospital that would take these
cases was tho Hospital for Sick Children at Great Ormond Street,
London, and they had a very long waiting 1ist. Now,however,since
the formation of the Emergency Medical Services War Hospltals,
the Plastlc Unit of the Gloucester City Hospital has become
avallable, and we are able to send some cases to Gloucester for
treatment. During the year 7 cases of Cleft Palate commenced or
completed this treatment at the Great Ormond St.Hospital,London,
or at Gloucester City Hospital Plastic Unit. I am glad to be
able to report that all the cases in the Borough have commenced
or completed the treatment.

ULTRA-VIOLET RAY CLINICS.

These clinlcs are held 7 times weekly, and have provec
of great value in the treatment of rickets, asthma,skin condit-
ions,ete, 758 children attended during the year with a total
mumber of 4,%07 altendances.
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The nursing staff have paild eswecisal attention ©o

children between the ages of 2 and v years, and have concen -

trated largely on those homes which they fowt 1o be the leasi

satisfactory with regard to cleanliness. As mentioned in my

last report the numbers of younz children found to be infested

with vermin are compexzatively small, Durlng the year 12

g%%ldre& under 5, and 228 school chiidren were reported as being
gsied.,

HILD LIFE PROTECTION,

The administration of the Child Life Proteciion
Clzuses under Part VII of the Public Hsalth Act,1930, was
continued bv ths Council during the year,being under the direct-
ion or tne Buverintendant Health Visitor, aciing as Child
Protection Visitor.

T

_DITZCTIQUS DISEASES.

Ueasles, by :

cases ware notified during the year. The type of
dlsease was of a mild characier, and was accompanied by few
complications. There were no deaths.

Diphtheria.

0 czaes were notified, and all were treated at the
Isolation Hosplial. lé of these were under 15 years of age.
Only 5 had besn inrunised. There were no deaths.

Diphtheria Tmwurisation.

e Tarunisation campaiga has been conducied as
vigorousiy ne Lln previous years. Woen each chilc reaches the age
of one year 2 veminder is sent to the oareris in the Ioim of &
birthday caxd %o the child, siressing the laportance and the
duiy of the parent to see %o it that the cnild is immunised as
gocn as possible after reaching the age of 12 months.

The total estimatod number O Ggilgggn immniscd in
the Borough ai 2Zlst_Docembar,1945, was h, 090, of tnﬂsa_bql;g
under 5 veare, and 73.3% heing beimec e AgZes of 5 and 1H years,.
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_INFRCTIOUS DISmASES  (Cant.)

Pocptng oouen.

: During the year we had a sharp epldemic of Whooping
Cough. Although only 18 cases were notified to me by local
ractitioners I myself saw 128 cases at the clinics. There were
deaths, It cannot be expressed strongly enough that this
infectious disease is very dangerous, especlally in young children,
and every child should be under the observation of a doctor during
the whole period of 1llness.

I have, during the last two years,tried out the
latest Whooping Cough Vaccine, both as a preventative and as a
method of treafment, but I cemmot honestly say that it has been of
much benefit.

Mﬁﬂlﬂﬁmn

Four cases wore notified, and all recovered.
Given the ceses early enough, and the introduction of M.&.B.7c0
and proper hospital treatment, the prognosis of this disease is
NOW E00G.
Scaxlet Tever.

More caces of Scarlet Fever were notified during
the year than for several previcus years. The disease wasso mild In
character that in scme cases pormissicn was requested by practlt-
ioners to nurse tbhe child in its own home, Where I was satisfied

that proper isolation and mursing facilities were available this
was granted.

#odies ~ Oloansing Unit.

The reluctance,which was experienced
during the first year,of adults to attend our Scabios Clinics has
now becn largely overcome. The reports of benefit obtained by
patients who have attended,combined with the unsuccessful attempts
at home treatment by others,heve largly increased the attendances.

: During the year, 927 children, and
532 adults recelved treatment. d few of these were return cases
had be re-infected at thelr homes.

The following table gives the number
of cases of Infeetious diseases notified during fthe year, and
the number admittec 1o hoepltedi-
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\SES _(Conf,)

I Total No. | " Cages T ml Ve
Infectious of cases | admlgtod to
_discase, |_notifiod, IALLlL___h__ +_Eﬂﬂkﬂ:hﬁ
Enteric Fever. f Rilva - o - | -
Cerebro-spinal fever. 4 4 =
Whooping Cough. | 18 2l )
Diphtheria . 30 30 -
Moasles. ey | - i L
Scarlet Fever. 1. o6 | 45 %
Erysipelas ! b L AT o S - e
Puerperal Pyrexial 1 Sip g o 1 %__@___“__&_____
Pneunonia o 1T st bt o i om0 MR RN |

Comparative rates of Incidence of Infectious Diseases.

; 1=hs ]..d. 11 L <
SAUSHSE Pai FROTRSTE I st e
sease. ﬁ%nfgg County

5

_Ba&as_naxF1+Qﬂﬁ;a;mll;Lﬂhpﬂyulﬂzlgnh

| i
%yphaid Fover | 0.0L. . 0,01 002 | 0,01 0,00
argetypnold | 5 | 0.0 | 0,01 % 0,01 | 0,00
Gergbpozspinal | 4 og 0,10 0.06 | 0.09! 0.13
Bcarlet fever. ' 3.01 3.29 't 354 Bolkt [ Buh
Whooping Cough | 2.54 2.8 . 2,25 2,68 | 0.6i
Diphtheria 0.88 1.12 T 0.74 | 1.02
Erysipelas i 0,31 0.35 0.27 0.42 : 0.1
Smal 1pox. - = = ey
Measles | 9.88 9.23 9.77 guuT | 1.8
Pneumonia | 1.34 1.62 1.16 1.27 ¢ 0.41
R ) ) sillbirths, ‘
| i l 5 05)! 5_oc
Puerpera%fggiggg 11,68 | 15.11 9.6 | qEtp9yl 2

- ———
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_TUBERCULOSIS,.

® 1 TWew cases. . . Deaths.
Aoe periods. Pulmonaxry.lon-puliopzryy Rulmonnrys. Jon-pulionary.
[ 7, | gy FELN, P,

o S N P et L SO W

1-5years | 2 L s R
| SRR e S S S

o i | ey ! i i = i = —
T 25 38l EJ*rf e

o ] INFS e | i | ra = — o
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There has been a cecrease in the notificatlons of both
pulmonary snd non-pulmonary tuberculosis as compared with last
vearHis isgratifying after four years of war with its restrictions
in diet%,overcrowding,blackout, end mental straln.

gﬁ%veEgia% ﬁ§§5§¥3%§%gg%t%9n%ﬁﬁ%?ﬁﬁ %%}sﬂ-i?“ééiéﬁneiﬂglﬁ%ﬁt WOTK

Professor Tytler, their Research Boecteriologist, nes
introduced a new compound which he has called"Proronidelwhich hos
given very promising results in the treatment of cervical glonds
and simuses, Unfortunately,owing to its toxicliy the use of it in
pulmonary tuberculosis has not met with the same success.

In April, 1943, the Minister of Health introduccd his

scheme for the moss Radiography of the civilian population. The
Welsh National Memorial Association provided a mobile X~roy unit
and have thus been able to carry out extensive investigations in

all parts of the country.

The method used by the Association is to take the unit
to a place of employment, a large factory or 2 school, and
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_TUBERCULOSTS (Conta)

miniature X~-ray films are taken of the lungs of the employees
or scholars. These films undergo further examination, and if
ang suspicious film is found, the person is asked to attend at
a centre to be carsfully examined and X-rayed. Dr T.W.Davies,
who is the Medical Qfficer in charge,reports that about S%
of the total number examined may be recalled for abnormal
chest conditions, and of these about 1% show definite
Pulmonary Tuberculosis.

In the past, the cry has been that the disease was
not discovered uniil it was too late for effective treatment
to be undertaken.Now we have a scheme whereby Pulmonary
Tuberculosis can be discovered in its éarliost stage.

BACTERIOLOGICAL, EXAMINATION OF MILK,

No.of samples No. found No. found
Ungraded. 53 - 74 19
Pas:f%risgdd {6 ? Sl
a 5
storToate 4 § 3
R 4Dk 2
113 76 37

The teble shown above does not make good reading,and 1
am afrald that more drasticsteps will have to be taken in
order that milk, when delivered to the consumer, should be
bantarinlogicaliy clean .

At the present time we have no redress except to rofuse
a license to tho distributor, and we are very loth to do this,
gspecially when the milk supply 1s so short.

In view of the bacteriological results received,my
advice is that all milk when rececived into the houschold
should be boiled,whether it be ungraded, pasteurlsed, or
Tuberculir-testel.
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NUTRITION OF FXPRCTANT AND NURSING
iiRE , AND
MQIhéEﬂ+fj;_QHLLQEEETHHDEH.EIEE.

Concern has been expressed in many quarters that
expectant and nursing mothers are not taking adventege of the
priorities extended to them in the form of vitamin products.

We are using every means possible to improve the talke
ug of these essential food factors, and stress the importance
o)

them at our welfare and ante-natal clinics, and also in the
homes,

Our percantage talte up compares favourably with that

fnrttha whole country, but stlll there l1s room for improve-
ment.

Qod-liver oil 8.6%
Orange julce ? 2%
Vitamin tablets 1.2%
' - Codliver oil. Orange julce, Vitamin tablets.
e e =
England & Wales, 26,0 29, %Z
_INSULIN,

In January,194gé the Minister of Health, in
Circular 2734, pointed out that there were certain classes of
people - dependents of imsured pcrsons,widows, etc,for whom
no public provision was made for the free supply of insulin
for diabetes. The increased cost of insulin duringz the war
was proving a substantial burden to these people, and he
suggested that we should use our powors under Section 177 ,
of the Public Health Act,1936,whereby we could supply insulin
free or at a reduced cost.

The local practitioners werc notified of the new
scheme, They certify that their patients are suffering from
diabetes, and we then issue an orde: to the patient's chemlst
for the required amount of insulin {0 te supglied free to the
patients. Five cascs were reported to us by the practitioners
during the yecar.
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_Jar-time Mursery = -
The work of the War-ilme Nursery has been carried on very

ccessfully during the year. It has at present 39 on the register
with an average attendance of 32.

It has proved a great blessing to the working mothers,
and I have also admitted children whose mothers were ill at home
or in hospital undergoing treatment.

Up to the present the only infectlous disease which has
arisen in the nursery has been an outbreak of Chlckenpox during the
latter part of the year. Each chlld was ‘then examined daily and if
any suspicious signs were noted it was immediately isolated and
excluded from attendance &t the nursery.

HEALTH EDUCATION - VENFERRAL DISEASE.

The problem of Venereal Diseases walch since the war, as
in all wars, has again raised its ugly head. In the past venereal
disease has been surrounded by & vell ol secrecy, and it is admitted
that this, with the ignorance which accompanied it, has been
among the prime causes of this social evil. The first step necessary
ig the 1ifting of this veil, and secondly ©o make the ordinary mah
in the street conversant with the facts about vencreal diseases,
their cause, effects, and what what tfeatment is available.

At a Conference of Local Authorities held in London and
later, at a Conference of the Glamorgan District Authoritiles held
at Cardiff, all these matiers were discussed fraelyr and it was
felt, In the words of the Minister of Health, that "the problem
mist be tackled now in the interests of public health, and national
war effort, and the future of the race!

At the Cardiff Conference it was felt that the problem
could be dealt with as

1. A ghort torm policy.
2. A long term policy.

1._Short Temm Policv:

By this we meant that methods of propaganda
should be organised locally in order to supplement the Natlonal
Publicity Cempalgn. Addresses or lectures to small
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Health Kducation ~ Venercal disease.(Cont.)

groups of audiences would be more effective than {o address one
large meeting,

A smnall propaganda committee was thus formed locally,
comprising County Ald,the Rev.Degwell Thomas, Alderman &ethin,
Ald W.Kingdom Owen, Alderman Hutchinson &nd myself,

The initial meeting was held at the Grmm Tl
lath.Jqu,194% and representatives of various orinmicntlion
in the town a tended. County Medical Officsr ol Heolth
addressed the meeting.

¥e gave a brief account o7 the sifect of Vencreal
Disease on the various systems of Zic body, and explained toe
importance of spreading the knowledge of the dangers of
promiscuity. He also explained that a panel of lecturers had
been formed in the County, and each organisation could 1if thoy
g0 desired apply to the Medical Officer of Health for a
Becturer,
- During the following six months many lectures were
given to various organisations in the Borough.

Long Term Polioy.

/ It was mentioned that if any serious attempt
was to be made to taokle the problem effectively, then recourse
would have to be made to bring the knowledge of sex to ¢hildren
in schools., In other words ~ sex education in schools. Too ofter
the explanation of these changes were not given to our bo
girls, and thpy were left to find out for themselves,sometimes
with disastrous results.

By the end of the year, arrangements_were , ." .
being made, with the Iullaoueferation of the Board of Education,
to hold a 3—day course on Health Education for our Elomentary
School teachers, and in the meantime talks and films on human
reproduction were to be given to the children who were due o

leave school at the end of the term.






Month,1943. Gnoll. Llinmlas. CofnCwrt.
Incheg, drches. inchas.
January. o Tuos 7.36 117
Tebruary 3,16 o, 81 2,96
March 1.50 i 1,52
April 1.51 1.4 1,52
May Le 44 £ 20 4..00
June 4,87 Re (S 1038
July 4,80 5e Q% 4,02
August 5483 5¢95 5461
September 7,02 7.07 T.24
October 4492 4.80 4493
November 2.57 2,76 2.86
December 2.51 . 259 2,64
Total. 50.96 50.84 5005

The suggl‘&.f of waterwas cuctziled in Iﬂo§th and South Wards
as and from 20th April to 12th iday ( 22 days) to lo hours per
day, between ths howrs of 10 p.m. and b a.n.






