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~BOROUGH OF NEATH.

Mabara of Neath Borough Council for year 1941,

Mayor:- Alderman J.W.dorgan.J.P. ( to Nov.9th)
Councillor J.Shea. J.P. { from Nov.9th).

A14.W.K.Qwen. J.P,
Ald. D.C.Griffiths. J.P.
Ald. R.Jenkins, J.P.
Ald., Geo.Davies.J.P.
Ald. Geo. Gethin,
Gcrunqillor L;‘hArnc:ch
-Evans Bevan. J.P. from May,1941.
" E"__G_D"fa |~ Deceased larch,1941

ol D.G.Daxries, J.P.
. C.R.Hedge. J.P.
f P.Howells, -

" Ja.Richings, 7
:I' S;L¢B‘11r‘|:un,

liss M.C.Davies,
- J . E.Enanuel,

i

i F.A.Loader.

M. A Morgan

. . JeB.Willlmng,

“ J .Branch,

g T.Hughes.

n E.C.Hatchinson.

i B.Morris,

5 E,T}:amasg
Clerk fo Neath Borough Councili:— Mr A.E.I.Curtis,
Members of Health Commiites:- ~

Chaiman:~ Councillor ....M.rmel.

Vice-Chairman:- Councillor &, Ti<made:
and all members of the Council.

Mafernity and Child Welfare Comnittee:-
Chaiman:~ Councilior F.A.Loader,
Vice-Chairmari:~ Councillor S.L. Burton,
Ald. R.Jenkins, Ald. W.K. Owen, Councillors:-
Miss M. G.Davies, P.Howells, E.C.Hutchinson,M.A,Morgan,

80—01:1:55 members:- Mrs M.Arncld, Mrs G.David, Mrs M.Davies,
Mrs H.Howells, Mrs Mort, Mrs L.,Walters.
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Staff of the Public Heeith Depariment.
_Whole-%ime QOfficers.

Medical Officer of Health, School Medical Officer, and
Medical Officer for Maternity and Child Welfare:-

Haydn.R.Stubbins., M.D. (E?in}

D.P.H. (Wales).
Sapnitary ectors:-
'Iﬁh ef Sanitary Inspecicr:- Evan Thomas. M.S.I.A.

E.V.John. M.S.I.A.
R.T.Probert. M,S.I.A.

A1l three hold the Certificate of Meat and Other Foods of the

Royel Sanitary Institute.
Health Visitors:-
Superintendent MNurse :- 8 Twigg.SRH;!Mﬂ., HV Dip:

MSIA., Special h:f?““a:dzz training,
GEGQH*gb CiB, Hﬁ Dip.MSIA,
E.Lawrance. SN, (School Nurse)
Eu Jones, SRW. CMB, HV Dip.
BgmchweiluEHE, GMB. HV,Dip.

Clerical Staff:-

Chief Clerk:- G,M.Hopkins.
Sanitary Clerk ThmsoGqupkinuus now in HnM.Fcrcea,g
" Graham Francis ([ @ A "

Part-time Officers,

Ophthalmic Surgeon:- H.E.Quick. F.R.C.S.

Aural Surgeon:- C:P.Robinson. M,Ch. FaR:.CeS.E.

Dental Surgeon:- T.J.Davies. LDS,RCS,

Orthopaedic Surgeon:- A.0.Parker.ii.D. Surgeon to Prince of Wales
Hospital,Cardiff.

Anaesthetists:- E.P.Coyne.l.=- .,Ch B.
0 fj J A NDOJ'P j-J.aR Su,—lith P
Lonsulting Medical Officers:-
Obstetrician:- J.Lioyd Daries. M,D,,MRCP,,FRCSE.,DPH.
Dermatologist:- D.RsLewige Mi.D. “qﬂ i
Paediatrician:- A,G,Watkins, M.D,,MRCP,

_Public Analyst:- FEhys.P.Charles. M.D.,72.C.
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To_the Mayor, Aldermen, and Councillors of the
Borough of DNeath.

Mr Mayor, Madam,and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my Annual Report
on the health of the Borough for the yeag 1941. It has been
drawn up in accordance with Circular 1728 (Wales), and at the
request of the Minisiry of Health has been contracted.

After two years of war we are
naturally concerned to know whether the health of the Borough
has been impaired by conditions arising out of the present

EmﬂrgEnGYl
The rationing of essential food-

stuffs and clothing, the black-out, longer hours of work, the
employment of women in essential services, and the stiress and
strain of living under war-time conditions, all hawve a tendenc
to lower the resistance of the body to disease. Thus, one would
have expected an increase in the rate of 111-hsalth¢with a
conzequent increase in the number of deaths. As a matter of fact
3%? mumber of deaths during this year was five less than in 1940,

the whole there has been no marked changes in the health of
the Borough, the Death-rate and Birth-rate being very much the
gsanme as recorded during the last two years. There has been a
marked improvement in the returns of infectious diseases during
1941. The incidence of Diphtheria reached a record low figure
with no deaths, and although the notification of Cerebro-spinal
Meningitis reached tlehigh figure of 24, there was only one
death., Two small epidemics of Whooping-cough and Measles
occurred during the year but fortunately these were of a mild ;
TYDPe. There has been a slight increase in the number of notif-
ications of Tuberculosisg,both pulmonary and non-pulmo and
the steady rise in the incidence of this disease since 1938 is
causing some concern throughout the country. Nevertheless we
ecan look back with some measure of satisfaction to the fact that,
despite present conditions,there has been very little deterior-
ation in the health of the Borough since the outbreak of war.

In conclusion I would like to thank
the Mayor and Corporation for their encouragement, and the Town
Clerk for his help and guidance and courtesy during the year.

1 am,
Your obedient Servant,

H.R.STUBBINS.,
Medical Qfficer of Health.






_Gepera) Information.

Ares. ( in acres) 4,502
Registrar-General's estimate of population 30,200
Number of inhabited houses (end of 1941)

" according to rate-books ... 8,627
Rateable value viv - E1BE.000
Sum represented by penny rate o £600
Births. : Birthrate per 1000
estimated populat-
Total.Male.Female. £Xe)o B3
Live births:-
Legitimate 41'95 215 200
Illegitimate 5 joilifle-
Total .. 422 218 204 13.9
Still-bi ths =
v }Je E e N 0 R I
Illegitimate 1 0 1
Total 5 30 13 0.76
Deaths.
All ages. 423 232 191 14.0
: Rate per 1£DOD
Infants under
one year 35 20 15 82
Legitimate infants 34 20 14 80,57

Illegitiamte . 3 0 1 237
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_AREA,

The Borough of Neath has an area of 4,502 acres,
and is made up of the ftownships of Neath and Briton Ferry.

For administrative purposes the Borough is divided
into 3 wards, North ward, South ward, and Briton Ferry ward,
with 8 representatives from each ward meking up the Borough
Council. The Mayor is usually elected in rotation from ihe
senior member of each ward. For this year Alderman J.W.Morgan
was the Mayor until Ngovember, representing the Norih ward,
Councillor J.Shea, representing the Briton Ferry ward, being
Mayor from November,194L.

_POPULATICN,

The Registrar-General's estimate of the population
for the mid-summer of 194 is 30,20C as compared with 31,240 in
the mid-summer of 1940% g dimimution of 1,040, and a decrease
of 3,%20 from the total enumsrated ab the census of 1931.

The number of live births during the year totalled
2, an increase of | over the numbsr of live births notified
uring 1940. The number of deaths in 1941 was 422, being 6 less
than in 1940.

~SCOCTAL, CONDITIONS.

Neath is an industrial town situated on the east-
ern bank of the River Neath. L% 1s an important railway centre,
being on the mein Fishguard-London route, with minor lines
providing access to the mining valleys, and alternative routes
to other Welsh towns. With two busy omnibus stations, ample bus
gervices are provided to all adjoining towns and villages.

The M2in industrial activities of the Borough are
concerned with tinplates. steelworks, componenti factors, and
tinplate decorating works, engineering industries, and ship-
bresking yaxrds.

Tor obvious reasons it would be inadviseble to
cive the number of persons employed in these industries at the
present time.

Unemployment.

The menager of the Lopour Exchange has been good
enough *o supply me with the numbers of persons unemployed
during 1941.
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Number of persons unemployed,wholly unemployed,
and temporarily stovped during 1941,

Wholiv unemploved:

— —— — -

JE-I'IUEJI' :l a 8 11 21 1 :
Fébruagﬁ i 0? 25 2 21%
March. E?z ; 5 1 AR5
f@rn' ge 2 51 o %
June 3%1 it %g 7 d25
July. 2 2 i 55 %Eo
August. 354 2 25 0L
September. 33 9 4é lg All
October. %23 20 589
November, 332 33 gg 11 571
December. 325 4 3572
Temporarily stooped.

January. : 0 - 8

Feruary, 708 2 %? 3 26
March. 646 4y b > 763
April. ':é'% &1 26 3 490
-2 L =
Ay iy, 19 6 ; 193
August. 184 12 o1 % 250
September. T - p lé
October. - ~ 2

llovember. - - B > 6
December. 1 - 3 - 4

fublic Assisiance: ; :

Statistics of Public Assistence have been
supplied by Mr Albert Griffiths, Director of Public Agsistance
for Glemorgan, with reference to the Borough:-

For the h2 weeks ending 3lst March,1941,
there was a weekly average of 519 cases comprising 8§4 persons,
whilst for the year ended 3lst March,1942, the weekly average
was 320 cases comprising 606 persons in receipt of Public
Assistence within the Borough of Neath. The reduction in num-
bers was mainly due to the transfer in August,1940 - to the
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Assistance Boarc of Old Age Pensioners -(including widows above
O years of age ) who had formerly been in receipt of Assistance
tc supplement their Stete Pensions.

_BIRTHS.
The number of births registered in the Borough was
422, made up of 218 males, and 204 females, thus giving a birth-
rate per 1,000 of the estimated population in mid - 1941 of 13.9.
The distribution of births in wards was as follows:-

North Waxrd 12%
South Ward 19
Briton Ferry Ward 102

The hirth-rate for the administrative County of
Glamorgen was 10.7, and for England and Wrles was 14.2.

_ It will be observed from the accompanying table that
taers was a slighi increase in the birth-rate as compared with
the rate for 1940.

Neath -  _Ypar. Birth-rate per 1,000 population.

= i e

:

%
1_333 _}'42?
1935 e :
1935 15,

1521 197
1327 53
105 12

1925 188
1959 16,9
%8 20
554 b
1925 22,0
.l.-_,.ig.;{;. E.I. &i5

—llegitimacy,

The toial number of illegitimate births registered
as belonging to resicdents in the Borough during the year was 9,
being an increase of ons as compared with 19%ﬂ giving a rate of
2l.% per 1,000 of the total live births in 1 41.
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Still-births.

The registration of every still-born child is required by
the Births and Dgaths Registration Act,1920, which came into
operation on lst July;1927. The number of sti11 births regis-
tered during the year was 23, giving a rate of 51 per 1,000
live and still births.

Deaihga,
mhe number of deaths registered of all ages in the Borough

during the year was 423, 232 meles and 191 females. This gives
a death-rate of 14, and may be compared with previous years of

1940, etc.
1941. 1940, 1939. 1938, 1937. 1936. 1935. 1934. 1933. 1932.1931

BRI 1o6 12.0 ‘12,7 13,35 11,7 11.5 13,8 12.1 10,5

The ward distribution of deaths was as follows:-

North Ward 132
South Ward 1?3
Briton Ferry Werd 1

e T R R

The following table gives a classification of the
causes of deaths as recorded by the Registrar-Gensral:-






Ge

_CAUSES OF DEATHS.
_Figures given by Heglstrar-General.

_Canse. Males.Females.Total.

Typhold and Paratyphoid Fevers.
Cerebro-spinal fever , .
Scariet Fever .
Whooping Cough .
Diphtheria .
Tuberculosis of Resplratnry system .
Other forms of Tuberculosis .
Syphilitic Diseasze . i A
Infivenza . g
Measlies . . ;
Acute Palldmﬂe“;,lﬁ and Acute
Polio-enceprhalitis .
Acute Infantile Enﬂephﬂllhls %, 5
Cancer of Buc:cav: & Oesophagus (M) '*erus{F)
i Stomach and Duodenum . i 4o
. Breaut Lo R S e LG
f all othsr s;re
Diabetes . . e
Intercranial vasaula “esions ;
Heart Disease . . ¥ N
Other diseases of circulatory syst&m.. S
Bropnehitls . . L G S Qi L
Pneumonia . . ;
Other resnirauory diseases .
Ulcer of hPOﬁ&dh i ;
Diarrhoea (under 2 yﬂ?rs}
Anpendicitis . ; Y o R
Other digestive 0 E R T e e kv
Nephritis . : A
Puerperal: and ?uaﬁnabart: sepsis .
Other maternal causes . d
Premature birth . . S g
Congenital: Malformetion: Bir h.inaur1as: &
-nfent diseases
Sulcide . Mty e

Road Traffié aocidents :
BERGE Al ent CauSes « "s 2 e o s s s e s ]
BEREEET PAUSES & « . o v s 6 oe s ee e o 2
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Diseases of the heart and circulatory system agaln easily head
the list of deaths with a total of 123, as compared with 144 in
1940 . No true explanation can be given except ga state that
most of these deaths occur between the ages of ©0 and 80, when
genile changes are said to commence their inroads on the body.

_Deaths ( all ages ) in age groups.
der 1
e 3
% 1?5 3 : 1
15 - 20 ¢ 3
20 - 25 . 9
oF - 30 " 1
35228 %g
25 - 55 e %
Eg _— D it 'R %
-t D " & % =
P
over 90 " .o 4&

Deaths from Cancer,

The deaths from Cancer during the year amounted to gd.
This figure 1s 14 more than the number notified during the
previous year. As in former years, one has to admit that our
knowledge of this disease has progressed very little, and one
can only emphasise the importance of early consultation with
the doctor fith the object of treatment in the early stages
of the disease.

Age distribution of

_deaths from Cancer.
20 =~ 25 years - i
2 - ﬁg n o A
3 - L = 2
45 e g mn E
gg — 5 i 5 4
and upwards : | 11
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INQUESTS.,

The number of deaths in the Borough which were certified
by the District Coroner after an enquiry was 20,

The following table gives the cause of deaths:-

T —— S e e ) S e e e e i i S e e e o e e S PR RS MmN M M M M S M S M S e e S S e e S A i

| s s st e e e

employment. ______
Colliery accident.

I — i E o o D o o e e S Sl

—— S S S e s i B e s o —

e W W — — T — ——— —— — —

. — i, o ot S

T S —— . S . W S S

Accidents during 5

Male. Female,
——————————————————————————————————————————————— _]
6: ?l 18: 54 5 |
2, A8, 66, 66
L L R TR ]
e A R gl e il |
#___4§:_ﬁ________h___H_W*__“____I ______________
| et L O S [2F S R
____123_53;_53__________-_____“d: _____________ o
17 Meles. % Females. '

[ e e eI ]

~ The above figures shew a decrease of 19 when compared
with the figures for the previous year.
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General Provision of Hsalth

&Qﬂ LCES 1E i B_QIQ E;l",__
Laporatory Facilities.

The chemical and bactericlogical ezat-
ination of material submlitted by the Health Department of the
Corporation is carried out by the Cardiff and County Public
Health Laboratory, at Cardiff.

9 The rumbers of specimens submitted during
the year 1941 were:-

gwabs for the presence of Diphtheris bacilli - E¥ i
Milk samples .. e 0 id i 104
Water samples .. .. i o w2 Bl
Miscellaneous h i - S 18

Under the Food and Drugs Act the Analyst
is Mr Rhys P.Charles., M.D.,F.I.C., 0f Bournemouth, to whom ail
material for analysis wnder uhﬁ Act is sent.

( For further information see report of Sanitary Inspecior)

Apbulance Faciiitles.

The Borough Ambulance ls awvailable vhen
required for ncnr*nfectluus cases., JFor the removal to hospital
Of patlents suffering from Infectious Diseases the Joint Hospital
Board maintain their own ambulance.
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Nursing in the Home,

The Queen's Mursing Association, and the Briton Ferry
NMursing Association, in Neath and Briton Ferry respectively,main-
tain a high standard of general and maternity nursing in the
Borough. For cases of infectious disease the Borough Hegalth
Visitors are available for help and advice. Although there is no
definite co-ordination between the Nursing Associations and the
Council, nevertheless the latter recognise the value of the work
that is being done by their administration of the John Taylor
Charity. Many years ago the late John Taylor left a sum oI money
to the Council for the provision of a hospital in the Borough.
The Council later decided to invest the sum in the Charity Commiss—
ioners, the interest being transferred to an account known as the
'John faylur Charity Trustees account.' The agmount so credited
is divided between the Hﬁaﬁh and Briton Ferry Nursing Associatlons
in the ratio of 2/3rds to Neath, and 1/3 to Briton Ferry. During
the year 1941, the Neath Nursing Assoclation received.13%5 , and
the Briton Fgrry Nursing Association £47.10,0 .

Besldes the above, the Glamorgan County Council main-
tains six fully qualified midwives for maternity work only.

_Hospitals.

ital: - This 1s a hospital under a joint
oard of the Neath Borough and Neath Rural District Authorities.
It has 54 beds, and under normal conditions provides ample
accormodation for the area. The mumber of cases admitted from
Neath Borough for the year are enumerated below:-

_Disease. No.of. cases admitted to Tonna Hospital.
Diph‘l:haria “aw M

carlet Fever. sen

erebro-spinal fever ... 2

Observation cases aiach

Smallpox Hospital:- Smallpox cases can be admitted to the Fedw=hir
Bnallpox Hospital, Aberdare, Neath being one of the Joint Author-
ities which belong to the Fedw=hir Hospital Scheme. No occasion
arose for the admission of cases of smallpox during the year. The
proportion of the cost of maintaining this hospital paid by the
Borough of Neath for the year 1941 was £170.17.9.






14.

o
Cimla Hospital, which is a Tuberculosis Hospital under
the jurisdiction of the Welsh N.tional Memorial Association, is
within the Borough, but numbers of residents who are affected with
tubsrculosis are also sent to Graig-y=-Nos,Talgarth, and Sully
Hospitals, according to where accommodatlon is available.

20 cases of Pulmonary Tuberculosis from the Borough
were admivted to Cimla Hospital during the year.

Geperal Hospitals.
amor 1 Hospital at Penrhiwtyn,

Neath, 1s a fully equipped municipal hospital of 344 beds, of which

are reserved for maternity cages. The hospital admits all cases
excepting infectious conditions/ requiring hospital treatment. .

Of late years it has become an important centre

for obstetrics, Owing fo the increasing numbers of maternity cases
aomitted, the Health Committee of the County Council hawe found it
necessary to bulld a new maternity block to the hospital.

Durigﬁ the year 697 births were notified from
this hospltal, of which 168 were from Neath Borough, and 529 from
outside areas.

Swansea, General and E¥E Hospital:-.. This 1is
a voluntary hospital of %50 beds, and admlts general medical and

surgical cases; but does not cater for obstetric cases.

Prince %f Woles Hospital,Cardiffi:~ This
nospital is the recognised Orthopaedic Hospital for this area.
Both. the School Medigal Services and the Mi&.C.W. Committees have

their om arrarzements with the hospital for the provision of
operative freatment and appliances for their patients.

Private Nursing Home:- Highbury is the only
private Nggsing Home in the Borough. It has 12 beds, and during
the year maternity cases, 32 surgilcal cases, and 5 medical
gases were treated at the home.






15,
Trentment Centres and Clinics. _
In the following summary particulars are given of the
treatment centres and clinics administrated by the Council in the

interests of the Mpternity and Child Welafre Conmittee, and the
Egucation Commnittee:-

1, Ante-natal Clinics:

Dyfed Road - .+ Thursday afternoons.
Hynter Street - .. Tyesday 8
2. Magernity & Child Welfare
» Clinics:
Dyfed Road - Friday afternoons.
St Catherine's Hall - Wednesday t
Hmnter-Street - Tuesday L
3+_School Clinics: fed Road - Every morning.
Hynter Street - o !
4. Dental Clinics: Hunter Street - Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday mornings.
5« Cphthalmic Clinics: Hunter Street - Thursday afternoons
(forinichtly).
6, Orthopeedic Clinigs: Dyfed Road - My A.0.Parker,Orthopaedic

Surgeon, attends twice yearly.
Cases dealt with intercurrently
by Medical Officer of Health.

(+_Tonsil and Adenoid Operations: Dyfed Road -Monday mornings

as required,

8._Diphtheris immmisation : Dyfed Road = Thursday mornings

Hunter Street - Tuesday afternoons.

J. Ulira~Violet Light Therapy: Dyfed Road:-
Mu&.C. W, -~ Tuesday mornings.
Bchools = Wednesday "
Ante-natal - Sapturday "
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Tuberculosis Clinig,
The Welsh Ngtional Memorial Association hold

he clinics at London Road,Neath, on Mondays,Wednesdays,and
gdays of each week.

Vengreal Diseases Clinic;
This 1is maintained by the Glamorgan

County Council, and is held at Port Talbot. It is situated near
the Port Talbot Railway Station, and is open for males on
Mondays and Thursdays, and for %amales on Wednesdays.

Disinfection,

During the year the disinfection of articles of
clothing and infected houses in the Borough was carried out at
the homes of infected persons by means of formaldehyde wvapour,

Every case of infectious disease was visited, and
where suitable, disinfection was carried out., All blankets and
elothing in close ocntact with the case were conveyed to the
Isolation Hospltal, and disinfected before the patient returned
home,

Disinfestation.

This was carried out by the Cimex and Thermatox
methods. 24 house were treated in this menner.

( For detalled information see Sanitary Inspector's report)
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Maternity and Child Welfarg.

The work carried out in comnectlion with Maternity and
Child Welfare includes:-

1. Health Visiting.

5, Infent consuliations at the Welfare Centres.

3, MAnte-natal clinics, end visiting.

A, TUltra-violet Light Therapy for Infants and Expectant Mpthers.
5. Provision of milk for expectant mothers and children.

6, Dental treatment.

7. Orthopaedic clinic.

8., Treatment of visual defects.

9., Operation for the removal of Tonsils and Agenoids.

10. Diphhteria Immunisation clinics.

_Infant Mortellly.

This is a very important index of Public Health work,
and is regardec as a very sensitlve index of social welfare and
sanitary improvements. It is generally measured by the deaths
under one year of age per thousand live births in the s=ame yecar.
In 1941 the number of deaths of infants under one year Was 35,
and the number of births was 422, thus giving an infant
mortelity rate of 8o.

Comparative figures for previous years are as follows:i-

ant Deatls.
lﬁdnﬁ.lﬂiﬂa.;Siﬁg.lqﬁ?IF%%f%J”igﬁﬁg.1934¢‘1933;.1332;.193111339
e a7 34 25 B2l A Dk S







NFANT _DEATHS,
Under Apes, Over one -
Cause.. _one month, month and under _Totals. ]
one year.
S | A . YOS I O N
[
T ure |
E&E%ﬂf ___________ a,_ﬁ_l__z ________ et et N :__l__g BRUSNEE A
Congeni+* -l | | i
causes ~nd ] [ :
Malforuation) 7 - | - = | T[ = 1
Birth in el I et S . e . O _1_1'.-.-__._ G e
B = - _l_q___A__.Ir_4,+ 11 _
S = | Gl S ET U OPRE E TH DE
G L T S T S T N S R
ASpisa | 1 ey e L e L 00 1 DR D S |
o SR N S R 5 N -
>vloric .l | |
EJEBQEEE____J__:____Tﬁ: _________ b s A i o ST TG O 11 Sl
s 8 RS et 2015 | &

! It is important to realise that out of the 15 deaths
notified of children over one month and under one year, eleven
died from Pneumonia. This disesse in very young infants is a
very grave one, for the resistance of the child to disease at

his early age is iow.Any chest cold with cough may soon develop
into something more serious, and a doctor should be called in
immediately, Furthermore, there is a tendency on the part of the

parents to keep the child in overheated stuffy rooms, and to
overclothe during illness,
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GLAMORGAN( ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY)
VITAL STATISTICS.

4o B 5 G

Birthrote Deathrate Deaths Infani
per 1,000 per 1,000 under deathroate

District. population, population., 1 year. per 1000 Pop.
Administrative

County. 1 ; 1;.2 851 2%
Urban Districts. 16, 1%,7 656 :
Rural Districts 16.0 11.; 185 62
England & Weles 14.2 12. 59
Urban Districis:
Aberdare lg 8 15.0 41 61
R B & 2

T [ . Q
Caerphilly. E% g l%% 0 3
Cowbridge. 15, 2 2ee
Gelligaer, ; 11.8 9 7
%%mg %1, i{E} 12 > 2
Maesteg. 1%' 13.3 3 2‘9
Mountain Asgh. 152 41 5
Neath Borough. lﬁ 14.0 ? 82
Penarth. 1% 15. % 1
Pontypridd 9 14.3 5 ﬁ
Port Tolbot B 1E g E'?
" o 12g 15 187 8

Rural Districts.

Cardiff, 13, 10. 1 ‘gE
Cowbridge. 11 g 12, 1
%gwai : 15. 14,0 2
entrisant.and
lantwit Fardre. 18.8 11.8 3 6
Hee.th. 16.4 1247 -7{8
Penybont. 17 10, g
Pontardewe. 14. 11, 51
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Birth-rates, Civilian Death-rates, Analysis of Mortality,
Maternal Mortality, and Case Rates for certain Infectious
diseases in the year,194l.

England 125 County 148smaller London
and Boroughs & towns:Resid- administ-=
Weles. Great towns ent Pop:25000 rative NEATH.
incl:London, - 70,000, County.

Rates per 1.000 Civilian Pepulation:-

Live births 14.2 14. 16. 8.9 13,

Still-births. 0.51 O.EB D.gb 0.33 %.%ﬁ

Deaths:-

All causes 12.9 14.9 13.0 16.3 14.0

Typhoid &

- Paratyphoid :

fever. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0,01 0.00

%ﬁgrlﬁt fgygéh O.HE R.OD 8.01 8.80 8'88
‘0 n-g 'D UI " L L] .

Diphtheria 0.0% 0.3& 0.8& 0.0g 0,00

Influenza. 0.1 0.17 0.20 8 0,13

Smallpox - - - - -

HeaSlEE- : 0.03 On03 0-03 OiDE 0'03

Cerebro-spinal

fever. 0,03

Rates per 1,000 live Dbirths.

Deaths under one

year of age 59 71 56 68 82

Deaths from

Diarrhoea and

Enteritis,under 2
years of age. 5.1 7.5 446 G . 5o
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Health Visiting,

There are four Health Visitors employed by the
Council,but they devote half-time fto school work. This, in
practice, has been found to work smoothly.

e birth of every child occurring in the Borough
mist be notified to me within 30 hours by a responsible person
present at the birth, namely, the doctor or midwife. Then, as
soon as possible after the first fortnight, the child is
visited by one of the Health Visitors. A note is made of the
home conditions, and advice given to the mother re feeding,
clothing, etc., of the child. According to progress further
visits are made.

Thﬁefolluwing suwimary provides some information
regarding the activities of the Health Visitors during the

year:
Number of visits paid during the vear by all Health Visitors to:
ls Children under 1 year of age saa 2,205
2e Investigations of still-births CNae 23
3, OChildren 1 to 5 years of age e e 5B
4. Ophthalmia Neonatorum aan o 7

Each Health visitor is also engoged at the Welfare
Centres every morning, and at least two afternoons each week.
Thus they come into contact with the mothers and the children
at the centres, and become aware of the advice the Medical
Officer gives there. They are also able o follow up this in
The subsequent visits to the homes.

Infant Consultations at the Welfare

e oldpleas o
Diery of clinics:
Dyfed Road, _Hinter Street.
Monday,
2eMs General treatment. a,.m. General treatment.
Tuesday, |
a.Mse 1, General treatment a,.Mm.1. General treatment.
2e Ultre~violet ray p.m.2. Centre consultations,
therapy. %. Antenatal clinic.
4. Diphtheria Immunisation.
Fednesday :
&.Mms 1. General treatment. a.m, General treatment.

2. Ultra~violet ray therapy.
P.ms Centre consultation at
St Catherine's Hall,Melym.
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_Infant Consultations (cont)
a,m,l. General treatment -
2. Di itilaria. Immmnisation a.0. General treatment.
' nics
a.m. General treatment. 2.me.l. General treatment
p.m, Centre consultation. 2. Centre consultations
' : %« Diphtheria Immunis-
" : ation,
a.m. l. General treatment Belll, General treatment.
2« Ultra~violet ray
therapy.
inics: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday,and Friday
mornings.

‘Ophthalmic Clinic: Thursday afternoons (fortnightly) at

Hunter Street.

szw March and October by arrangement, at

Dyfed Road.
Tonsil and Adenoid operations: Mondays mornings as required,at
D}rf&d ROE&dl

m_hﬁumilﬂ& attending M.&.CeW,

Clinics,
J&a;%:fy. Mﬁoﬁﬂ. - ri ' - % re

February g 182
March. 2%2 2;1
ﬁ;ﬂ 2%2 15 214
1 2oy
i % . 4
August 2 1 ?
tember 185 gég
Hovggggr ? %22 1
December 5% 1?4 Eg?

Minor Ajlments.

The following list of minor ailments were attended to at
Dyfed Road, St. Ga,therine's Parish Hall, and Hunter Street:-
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Minor ailments (Cont).

Skin affections 22 Enuresis 16

Cellulitis 5 Asthma, 1%

Injuries 149 Al imentary conditions g

Infectlous diseases 24 Scables 120

Diphtheria 1 Rickets 11

%E?ebig; iﬁ@ﬁ fever %l ?r%?ﬂpaadic " 12
oop nfluenza :

Eyes Cervical adenitis Eg

Nose and Throat 3 Oxyurides 12

Nerve and brain Anaemia I

Rhaumatism ?? Heart

Bronchitis, coughs, etc 2 Various other

Tuberculosis 15 conditions 49

Referred to N.S.P.C.Cs = 5 cases,

I would like at this juncture to convey my thanks to
Inspector Stephens of the N.S.P.C.C., for his co-operation and help.
Thgwg cases referred to him during the year were promptly attended
to with very satisfactory results.

—4anfe-natal clinicg,

Two sessions per week are devoted to the supervision of
expectant mothers. The Medical Officer of Health, the superintendent
nurse, and one health visitor,are in attendance at each session.

The nmumber of ectant mothers who attended clinics was 174, with
a total number of attendances of 1454.

On the first visit of every expectant mother to the ante-
nakal clinic, a complete record of the mother!s previous illness,
and of any previous confinements, is taken and entered on a
%ggcial cases sheet, The findings of the medical examination during

Iirst visit and subsequent visits are also entered. Any abnormal
symptoms are full{ﬁénrastigated the blood pressure and welght are
taken, and the ur examined at each attendance. Lf the patient
EXhibitE symptoms or signs of anaemia,or vitamin deficiency, or
malnutrition, appropriate advice is given, and in necessitous
cases, extra milk, cod liver oil, iron in tablet form, and supplies
of medicine are available free of charge. A special ultra~violet
ray clinio is held on Saturday mornings for expectant mothers.
Leaflets are also given with ~dvice as to hygiene, diet and cloth-
ing, and exerclise, ete., during the expectan parioda

If any condition arises which may tend to make the con-
finement complicated,a radiological examination is carried out by
Dr Iwen Davies, of Swansea, and the fare and Radiologist'g fee is

d by the Council in necessitous cases. Further, if the Medical
ificer requires specialist advice, Dr J.Lloyd Davies is consulted.
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Ante-natal clinics ( Cont.)

During the year 3 cases were x-rayed at Swansea by Dr
Iyan Davies. In no case was 1t necessary to call in Dr Lloyd
Davies, the Consulting Obstetrician.

If the patient 1s going to be confined in her home,any
abnormallity noticed or treated at the antenatal clinic is
reporfed to the medical practitioner who has been engaged for
the confinement.

Conditions geen and treated af Ante—patal Clinics.

Abnormal presentations 4
Hyperpiesia 18
Apbnormal bleeding
Albumenuria ﬁg
Oedema,
Severe anaemia e
Vomiting,etc., g
Digestive Ailments
Insomnia and nervous

conditions %6
Influenza 27
Pulmonary conditions 24

_Ante-patal clinic statistics.

. Heathe Briton Ferry.
Carried forward from 1940 - 29 10
New cases for 1941 ~ 106 29
Garried forward to 1942 -~ 61 24

-Ext.ractlons
& dentures 12 cases.
Iherapy _ Casest~ 24 — Attendances:- 144

Infra -red radiation " 16 ‘, 64
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The fellowing report has been received from the Dental
surgeon:-

During the year 1941 the clinic was well attended, and
all schoolz were visited at least once for dental inspeciion.

AZES.,. Number exemined. Number requiring
treatment.

y
-
%s

I—'HHHI—'H&I—'%

Bt et et 1

A = OO o~1oWUl

This year has shown some reduction in the incidence
figure. This figure, 43% is very good, and I am satisfied that in
spite of the lack of interest still found here and there, a
substantial chenge has come about in the attitude of parents
towards our work.

Summary of figures relating to treatment.

Children exanined were from 3 years to 14 years of age.
Number examined

"  requiring treatment
Bessions devoted to " ?

" " School inspection

. " ¢lerial work g
Visits by patients to clinic 1482

11

Patlents actually treated 11

- Tre—-treated
Extractions -temporary teeth 3380

" Permanent i 90

Iocol Ansesthetic cases 3;
General v 4
Dressings ~temporary teeth

' permenent ¢ 14
Root dressings il

" £i11ings 12

Fillings in permenent teeth 323
Visits for orthondontic
treatment 58
Orthodontic epplisnces made
and fitted 8
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Dental Renart { Cont).

In adéition, there were 18 ceses classed os M.&.C,W.,
involving the administroilon of & general ancesthetlc, and the
extraction of 100 temporary teeth.

: The general anaesthetic cases were made up of 386
cases with the assistance of Dr Coyne, and 105 urgent coses
underteken without assistance.

Tne following figures have been compiled fo show how
parenial consens to dental treatment cannot always be obtained:.

School exemined. Con§ent gards Consent recelved.
1ssued. =
Gpoll Senlor Boys. 09 56
i e Girln. 91 e
i Junior Boys. o6 1o
| S i rls. o0 %%
Ald.Davies. Bovs. 58 24
; i iris, 57 =5
o8 Sy Infants, 42 24
Melin Girls. 49 27
Boys. . o %
¥ Infants. A 55
St.cosephis i 13
Cimla. &2 ks
Herbert Road Mixed. 62 L5
. i TInfants i 55
Brynhyfryd Mixed & Infants, 115 &9
Vernon Pigce * L 13 A7
Neath R?.E-fj. Boya 4 : §) 1o
¢ - Girls E5! 23
B Trfonts., oh 22
Cwrt Sart Mixed. &g ?5
. ®  Infanis. 51 15
" Central {4 A

It will be seen from these figures that consent to glve
treatment has 1o be obtained in other ways. This is done when -
Grouble forces the perents o come to the clinic,or cases are seen
Dy the M.0.H. or mursing staff. It will be observed that about
one third of those requiring freatment by extraction were given &
general amaesthetic. It has been found, thot consent for treatment
15 more readily given when this course is adopted, and there is in
the main,practical justification for this course.

In concluding I should like to record the valuable
voluntary help given to us by the Civil Defence workers, (St.John's
lance Brigade and others) during the sessions devoted to

general anzesthetic.
T.J.DAVIES,

Achool Dental Officer.
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Vigual Defects,

During the year Mr H.E.Quick attended 1% sessions
at Hu%ter Street Clinic, and 182 children were tested for visual
defec Sa

Tonsils and Adenoids.

.- Mr C.P.Robinson attended 12 times during
the year and examined 120 children, 111 of whom received
operative treatment for removal of tonsils and adenoids.

Qrthopaedics.

The Orthopaedic clinics are held twice yearly, and
this year Mr A,O0.Parker attended in April and Ogtober.

During the yvear 9 children were examinad for ths
first time,and the totalwmwmioo™ of avtendances for the two
sessions was 119,

Four children received operative trea‘ment at
the Prince of Wales Hospital, Cardiff.

Under the Council®s Orthopaedic Scheme,msintenance
fees at the hospital are paid bythem, and the parent is cnLy
charged half the cost of any surgical applisnces required. These
appliances are supplied free in necessitous Cases,

Ugtgapviolei_zay Clinics,.

.. These clinics are held three tlmes weekly, and
heve proved very popular both with parents and chl?;ragqa951ae5
the psychological effect, they have provec. of grea{ value
in tge treatment of rickets, asthma, ckin conditions, and es a
tonic in ansemic and debilitated children. In order o complete

he treatment a warm shower ba’h is given immediately after
€xposure to the rays..

During the yeaxr, %50 children received ultra-
violet ray treatment.

Number of attendances curing the year ~ 4,172
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Vitamin Producig,

In order to ensure thati the development of the
child shall not suffer from any inadequacy in the daily intake
of vitamins due to the difficulty of war-time feeding, the
Ministgi of Health,in conjunction with the Ministry ot Food, have
agked all Infant Welfare Authorities to co-operaie wiih them by
distributiing the vitamin products through the clinics.

From 8th December,1941, supplies of fruit juice
and cod liver oll were made available free of charge to all
children under 2 years of age. The preparations distribuied

Werei-
1, A six fluid ounce bottle of cod liver oil
compound, sufficient for © wecks.

2« A 13+ fluid oz.bottle of black currant syrup
sufficient for 2 weeks.,

3. 8% fluid oz.can of black currant puree,
containing one week's supply.

4. 6 fluid oz, botile of concentrated orange
juice,containing 3 week's supply for a child
under O monthe, and 2 week's supply for a
child beﬁween.é months and 2 years.

We welcomed the scheme as a step in the right
direction, but it would have been better if it had been possible
%0 extend the age to five years, and thus bring it into line
with the National Milk Scheme.






29,

The administration of the Cnhild Life Progectian
Clauses under Part VII of the Public Health Act,1930b, was
cohtinued by the Council during the ¥ear,being under the
direction of the superintendent Hgalth Visitor,acting as
Child Protection visitor.

Number of children registered during the year - 2

Maternal Mortalitv.
Total number of deaths - 1l
Maternal mortality rate - 2e 24

Rate for England & Wales - 2.23
The term Maternal Mortality relates 1® the deaths of

mothers from conditions peculiar %o pregnancy and child~birth,
and 1s expressed as a ratio which the number bears to 1,000
total births,(live and stillbirths),

The death occurred in hospital.

Prevalence and control over
infecti sease,

The following table gives the number of cases
Infectious Diseases notified during the year, and the number
admitted to hospital:-

Disease. Total No. of Cases admitted to Total No.

——Cases notified. hospital _ of deaths.,
Smallpox - - —
Bcarlet fever 8 5 =
Diphtheria 42 42 =
Cersbro—-spinal

fever 24 24 1
Puerperal fever 1. 1 -
Pneumonis, 3 3 30
ﬁphthahnie.

eonatorum i = F
Poliomyelitis 1 - -
Measles 335 2 2

Whooping-cough T = -

o — e b
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Comparative rates of incidence of

Infectloug diseases.
Notific-
land 126 County 148 E;aaller on,
ations of ing BUI‘G'nghS o tomns. . Admtiv NEATH,
Infectious Teat HOTNS . DPOp, 2 OD Tative
dlseases. Wales. incl:London) = E 36 County. = s
Bates per 1,000 civilian nowulathu,
Typhoid fever 0,03 0,02 0.03 0,04 0,00
Para~typhoid
fever 0.09 0.12 0.09 0.05 0.00
Cerebro-spinal
fever 0.25 0.31 0.20 0.30 0.79
Bcarlet fever 1.47 1.49 1.51 1.01  0.26
Whooping cough 4.39 4¢37 4450 3:60 Q.23
Diphtheria 1.25 1,53 1,19 0.93 1.30
Erysipelas 0.30 0,36 0.27 0,50 0,00
© S8mallpox 5 3 : 5 -
Measles 10.33 8.27 10,47 477 11,08
Pneuronia, 1.25 1.53 1,04 1.07 13
| Rates per 1,000 total births,
Puerperal .
—infection, _
Puerperal
fever &:) 2-29 2'24
" pyrexia ) 11.91 15.64 9,43 19.33
—Scarlet Fever.

8 cases were notified, and % were admitted to
the Tomma Isolation Hospital. There Were no deaths.
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_Riphtheria,

During the year 42 cases were notified, and admittgd to
Isolation Hospifal, There were no deaths, whereas in 1940, 9
cases were notified, and there were 5 deaths. I am hoping that, as
& result of the large numbers of children limunised in the
Borough, the year 1941 will prove to be the turning point in the
attempt to wipe out this disease from the commmnity. It is
nteresting, at this Juncture, to refer to the Medical Officer's
innual Report for 1923, He reports on Diphtheria as follows:- .

"'As in my reports for the previous two years this has formed
the most serious item in the health history of the borough. Not
only has it engeged the constant attention of the staff,but ii
has also been a subject of frequent discussions at both the
Education ang Health Committees,

The number of notifications for the year was 174, with

22 deaths®
—Cerebro-spingl Meningi: itis,

This diseass,which in Previous years was practically non-
eXistent in the Borough, has flared ub again., In the past,one case,
Or perhaps 2 cases per year was the usual number notified,obut in
1940 this was increased’ to 8, and this year 24 cases were notified,

Previous to this year effective treatment dig not exist,but
with the discovery of Sulphapyridine the Position has materiaily
Changed, and out of the 24 cases, one only broved fatal. This, in
m¥ cpinion is very satisfactory, and Says much for the attention
given o these cases by the staff of your Isolation Hospital

agle
A sharp epidemic of measles orrurred during the year, 335
cases belng notified, Fortunately the disease was of a mild type
and the complications vere few. There was ope fatal case in 3
1d of 3 years of age,

—Diphthe: munigation,

It is Now 17 months since we began the scheme for the
lmmind sation of children under 15 years of age against diphtheria.
The Health Gommittos has given us every encouragement,and has
taken a great interest in the brogress of the scheme,

In order %o obtain a clear view as to what we hope to
chieve. I gan only quote one of the foremost authorities on
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Diphtheria Immmisation {c_qr:_L_‘E:_}_,

infectious diseases. He states that in Great Britain of every
100 children born and NOT imminised 10 will contract diphtheria,
and 1-will die, and of 'y 100 children immunised 1 wili Ccon-
tract diphtheria in a miid form and NOT ONE will die.

Certain technical details must be carried out to
produce effective Trésults, and in the early days failurc to
achleve immmnity was doubtless due to faully technique,insuff-
icient dosage, and %he non~-standardisation of lmmnising
material., From my own experience I stress the following points
as being of importance in producing complete imminisation,

l. That at least o injectiong ol standardised Alum
Precipitated Toxoid as supplied by the Emergency
Public Health Laboratory are necessary.

2, That the interval between each injection must e
at least 4 weeks, and not longer than 4 months,

5« That each injection should be . . .5 cec,

4. Tha’ 3 months must elapse after the second injection
before the chilg becomes immme,

During the year every method of making the scheme
mown to parents was undertaken,including Press advertisements,
Poster d;splays, slides at loeal Cinemas, reminders enclosed in
children's ration books and milk foms, and personal canvas by
the heal$h visitors. The response in the case of the school
child was good, and no difficulty was eﬁferienced in getiing
consent form signed, buf with the child under 5 years the
reésponse was rather disappminﬁing, Not that the varents had any
Teal objection to having their children inoculated, It was sheer
Iference on their part, but I am glad o say the position
improved considerably during the latior part of the year, It is -
iy opinion, although meny mey disagree,that 1f we are to make a
‘real attempt to eliminate diphtheria form our midst then a lanm

for the compulsory immunisation of CVery child at the age of 12
months whould be introduced. :

_ It has been estimated that there are 6 ggo children
0f .. 15 years of age and wnder in the Borough, At i end of
Ebﬂi?ber34. lzbh?d coﬁpigted the cgurse of %njections for i
Sation, 3, €lng children over years o1 age, and 1,32 eing
ealldren under 5 years, Althoush the year has been a baﬁjane
[ Ut the country from the point of view of the incidence of
diphtheria,it would be of interest at this juncture to analyse
Our figures and compsre them wig? ghossiof Last ye?§£
1 cases of diphtheria were not ed duri

this year, ando%ﬁgrégwere no deaths, In 1940, 98 cases wcre =
notified,with 5 deaths, Of the 42 cases reported to me in 1941,
34 had not Peen immmised, 3 had received only 1 injection, nnd
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Diphtheria lwamisation (cont)

———

thus had not completed the treatment, and 5 had Treceived the .

full course of injections. Four out of the latter 5 were sen:

into the Isolation Hospitai for observation as suspected cases,
remaining case con racted the disease in a mild form,

During the first six months of this year there was a
definite increase in the numbers of beople infected by the
itch mite. It is & very distressing condltion, and only by
rigorous attention to details of treatment can an effective
cure be obtained, War conditions, with itg overcrowding in

S and shelters, visigs to the home on leave of Service men
and women,played an importan; part in spreading this disease.

The staff of the health department were hendicapped
by the fact that 1% was only through infected children detected
at the schools could the cases be traced back to the homes,

Medical practitioners were clrcularised ang informed that free
treatment wags available at Dyfed Road Clinie, where shower baths
attached to the decontaminasion centre could be used.

In Ontuber,1941, the Scables Order was 1ssued,
Whereby the Local AuthoTity may make an order Tor the inspection
Of premises, and for the examination ang treatment of the persons
on these remises, and also for thecleansing or destruction .
of any articles on these premises.

. During the yea® 120 cases of scables were treated
at the clinig,
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—TUBERCULOSIS,
" _Nem cases, 1 aths
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i "During the year 56 new cases of Tuberculosis
re notified, 44 being of the

Pulnmonary type, and 12 non-
lmonary, Athough on the face of it this does not seem to be
h of a riss nevertheless the figu

Treés are sieadily increasing,
stead of ag Eefore the war,steadily decreasing.This is evident
ughout the country, and many are the

eXplanations given for
S.  Overcrowding,” ’1ack of ventilation owing to blackout
nditions,

deficiency of fats end proteins of the normal diet,

tuberculosis,
%1tendcﬂc b¥ many people to look upon tuberculosis as a kind
s

_ %ma with the consequent reluctance to consult their
dica a&visers, arc some of the reasons given,
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Tuberculosis (cont. )

The Welsh National Memorial Association, who are
Tesponsible in Wales for the treatment of tuberculosis, have
issued a pamphlet which, amongst other things, stresses the
following points:

1. The importance of X-raying all those exposed exposed
to the risk of contracting the disease.

2+ The importance Of consulting a doctor at an early stage.

3¢ The importance of referring the patient by the doctor
to the Welsh National Memorial Association,

4. The urgent need Of more hospital beds for the treatment
of tuberculosis,

5. The provision of proper ang adequate after-care schemes.

6. The imsortance of educating the public to the fact that
Tuberculosis, it diagnosed and trented in its earliest
stoge, is & curable disesse,

—Hﬂltmllmmwgulgsiﬁ-

.. 1%t has long been recognised that fuberculosis of bones
ond joints glands, abdomen,and lining of the brain,is caused
y the bovine type of tubercle bacillus, and that cow's milk
S the most common medium for the convevence of this disease.

Therefore, a careful watch isg kept by the Ssanitary staff to

Séee that all milk Consumed in the area is of the standard set

down by the Ministrg. Of the cases of tuberculosis notified

twelve were stoted to be of the non-pulmonary type. As soon

a&s notification 1is received from the general practitioner the
is exemined for the tubercle bacillus, » if positive,

a serious attempt is mode %0 trace 1% bagk to the cow from

vhich it was derived, During the year we were able to trace

back five of the twelve cases notified to cows which were

suffering from fuberculosis,






Month, 1941,

lonth,
January.
February,
Mar;h.
April.
lay.

June,
July,
August,
September,
October.
November,
December,

fotala.. . .
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RAINFALL AND WATER SUPPLY,

Reservoirs,

Gnoll, Gimla, Cefn Cwrt.
inches, inches, _dnches,
533 3.88 3455
4.92 B O 4.66
505 5.03 1.95
1.51 1.69 1.60
2,83 2.66 2.39
1:54 1.47 1.51
4.05 3.89 3.86
6.75 5,18 6.36
.58 .61 .62
4.32 4.16 4.19
3,00 2,98 2.68
4.56 _4.66 .
AC. 44 39.22 3751

Curtailment of Supply:

North & South Wards:- Supply cut off from 6.30 p.m. to
}Eéﬁ%ﬁﬁi@ﬁ? Trom %EE July to 27th Jyuly,1941. (Edurs of supply
ours. ;

from 28th July to 17th August. (Hours of
Briton Ferry Warg:

from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.

Supply cut off
Supply - 12 hours. )

Constant supply maintained,







