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SANITARY INSPZCTOR'S RTPORT

R A T H

August, 1941.

To: THE MAYOR AND CORPORATION
0" THE BOROUGH OF NEATH.

Mr. Mayor, Madam and Gentlemen,

I herewith submit an interim Report, in accordance
with the Vielsh Board of Health's Circular 2314 (Wales),
of the more important work carried out in the Senitary
Department during the year 1940.

STAFF.
Your Senitary steff consisted of three Senitary
Inspectors end one Clerk :-

Kr. Evan Thomas, appointed Senitary
Inspector on the lst January,l1l924, and
Chief Sanitary Inspector on the l4th
November, 1935.

Certificated Sanitary and lieat Inspector.

Mr. BE. V. John, appointed Sanitary
Inspector and Inspector under the Shops
Act, 1934, on the 20th May, 1935. He
relinquished his duties under the Shops
Act, 1934, on the l1lst July, 193¢.
Certificated Sanitery and Meat Inspector.

Mr. R. T. Probert, sppointed Sanitary
Inspector on the lst March, 1936.
Certificated Sanitary and lleat Inspector.

Mr., T. G. Hopkins, appointed Clerk &nd
Student Sanitary Inspector in the Depert-
ment on the 5th spril, 1537.

Certificated Sanitary Inspector.

HOUSING AND PUBLIC HTALTH

The Law of Public Health and Housing wes not materislly
altered during the year, excepting the issus of certain
Circulers, which restricted sctivities.






HOUSTV G INSPECTIONS.

—

Fumber of houses inspected for defects under the
Fobiteo Heelth end Eousing ActS. ise sis sas was

Number of wvisits of inspection in respect of sane

Humber of houses found not in £l11 respects to be
raascnably it for humen habitetion., .. eev oo

Number of houses, rendersd fit fter serviece of
Notices, includin. 92 which were in course of
gEmp e Ree et tho end of 1989, ..i a6 eon s

Kumber of houses subtject to otices st the end of
1540, the time given hsving not ex»nired ... ¢4

DEFECTS FPOUL'D DURIFG INSPRCTION.

Drains - Defective, ebssace of, defectively
gonstructed, defective fittinzs.

Water Closets - Defsective fittings, broken and
defective pens, structurel defects,
and dilepidations of closet building.

Weter Supply - lio supply, defective and insufficient

supply, defective fittings.

Peving of Yerd Arecs - Defective yard psving,
defective dish to gullies.

General Eouse Repeirs - Dampness, defective roofs,
rainwater troughingzs and downpipes,
defective internal plastering, walls,
woodwork, lizht &énd wentiletion,defective
fireagrates and chimneys, absence of, or
defectiva food stores and coal stores.

Othsr Nuisences - Insznitary stebles, pig styes 2nd

out-buildings, accumulations of manurs,
presence of rats and mice, smoke nuisance
from domestic chimneys, house and trade
refuse.

1110
2672

293

377

Premises

affected

63

30

19

140Q

35

#1l the defects were deslt with under Public Health

Acts,

It was not considered necessary to tzke proceedings
in ca&ses of defasult in complying with any of the require-

ments of Notices.
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During the year 470 complasints, of which 277 were
written, were made in respect of various nuisances.

IS HQUSTS.

The number of New Houses erected during the yeer :-
By thﬂ Local ﬂuthﬂrit}?- LI LN B - . LI O - .

(1)
(2] By other Locel Authorities. ... ses ess sss
ot sther Do@les 6T DETS0NS.: see ses soe sve

DISINFTCTIONS DURII'G THT YZAR.

After ceses of Diphtheria and Scarlet Fever. ... 1llZ2

Efter cases of Cerebro-Spinal Fever. W e WA 8
After deaths and removals (Tuberculosis)... ... 12
After deaths from Cancer. R v o w v %
ATter deaths from other CASEE. .s¢ sess sses sess ¢

145

DISINTESTATIONS DURING THY YEAR,

Slum houses, during displacement. ..eec wsss «ses 1l
Overcrowded houses, during de-crowding. ... «... 2
Gouneil houses, reported infested. ... coes soss i
Privately owned houses, reported infested.. .... 22

FACTORIES LCT, 1¢37.

Inspections for purposes of provisions as to Health : -

Premises. Inspections. Notices.
Factories, with Mechanical power. 62 2
Factories, without lMechanicel power. ll4 8

Other premises under the Act
(ineluding works of building and
engineering construction, but not
including ocut-workers' premises). 13

———=
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) Defects found :-

Particulars. Defects. Remedied.
Sanitary Conveniences (S.7)
Insufficient. 6 6
Unsuitable or defective. 1 1
Cther offences. 2 2
° )

No list of out-workers was received during the year.

COMMON LODGING EOUSTS.

The number of such premises registered for 1¢39 was
seven, and owing to the changed definition of "Common
Lodgling House™ as conteined in the Public Health Ac¢t,1936,
it was deemed necessary to consider one other such
premises for registretion. .

Accommodation
Premises Keeper Deputy-keeper for lodgers

- 4 ,Commercial St. "i.J.Daniel - 45
16,The Parade. Mrs.M.Powell -——- 8
68,7ater Street. Evan Rosser -—— 12
23,Wind Street. Edwerd Flynn -—- 45
l,Glamorgen St. Mrs.4i.Sandham James Williams 16

l,0attle Street. Mrs.a.Sandham. William Sandham 47

10,Cattle Street. Nathaniel Edwards - 12
5,0attle Street. Mrs.Agnes Bevan -—— 18

203

]

The premises, having regsrd to the age of the structure
and situation, are kept fairly satisfactory. They leave much

to be desired in the matter of decency, cleanliness and
sanitation.

It will be observed that the number of beds provided is
203, and during inspection on a given night, only €3 were
occupied., It is interesting to note that of the 23, only 15
were nightly lodgers, the other occupants being chiefly 014
Lge Pensloners and unemployed townspeople who have made these
places their homss.

I respectfully suggest that the Sub-Committee appointed
by the Council in 193¢, Wwill consider at an early date, the
cuestion of providing a Municipel Lodging Houss.

The Chief Constable issued 3,152 tickets of admission
to the Casual Ward at Lletty Nedd during the ysear.

=






Ratio of Samples

FOOD 4ND DRUGS ACT AND RTGULATIONS

During the yesr the following samples were purchased
and submitted to the Public iLnslyst for analysis - ALAll
the samples were formally taken.

Milk
Butter
Lard
lMargarine
Sausages
Cheese
Jams

York
Self Raising Flour

o8 Dried Apricots
4 Beans &
2
o Cake Flour
15 Beaf Suet
5 Mince lieat
£ Lemon Cheese
Tripe 1
Total 146

t¢ Population :

Fi=NDMNno

e 1 per 1,000 of population.

Milk Samples
Other Samples 1 7
All Samples ot
ADULTERLAT®ED SAMPLES
Saries
Number Article Nature of Adulteration
2 Milk 2.0/» Bxtraneous Water.
10 Milk 9.5% Extraneous Vater.
31 Milk 2.4% Extraneous Viater.
32 Milk 5.5@ Ixtraneous "ater.
45 Milk 1.7% Extransous “eter.
46 Milk 2.03 Bxtransous “iater.
o2 Milk 5.0 Doficiant in Fat,
80 Milk 2.9% Deficient in Fat.
93 Milk 1;5% Daficisnt in Fat,
124 Milk 2.0,0 Sxtransous “ater.
134 Milk 2.0j Zxtraneous Tater,
135 Milk 1.4 Extrancous Yater.
138 Milk 2.3% Txtrancous Tater.
141 Milk 1.7% Extransous Water.
The following

-d 0=
=0 -

Cbservations

Vendor

Tiarned.

Proceedings aszainst

Vendor
Vandor
Vendor
Vendor
Vendor

£1 & costs.
Warned.
Warned.
Warned.
Warned.

Procecdings agzainst

Vendor
Vendor
Vendor
Vendor
Vendor
Vendor
Vendor
Vendor

£2 & costs.
Warned.
Warned.
Warned,
Warndd.
Werned.
Warned.
Warned,

is @ summery of Samples purchased,
the number adulterated and the number of cases in which
proceadings were taken assinst the sellers during the
year (1940) :-






Nature of Wumber Number Percentage Ceses --
Semples taken adulterated adulterated Proceedings taken
Milk 98 14 14.28 2
Other
Foods 48 Nil - Nil

This indicates a very high percentage of adulterated
samples of milk, although in most cases the adulteration
was slight.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH (PRESERVATIVES ETC. IN FOOD)
REGULATIONS 1925/1940.

The Public Analyst certified that of the 146 samples
of Foods analysed by him during the year, 4 contained
preservetive, as follows :-

Series Parts per million
Number  Food * Preservative Present Permissible
19 Sausages Sulphur dioxide 262 450
25 Sausages -do- 224 450
106 Raspberry
& Goose- -do- £5.6 40
berry jam
110 Dried -do - 85.a 2000
Apricots

The Sausages wWere declared as containing preservative
and in the other two cases it was not compulsory to make
such a declaration.

Of the 146 foods examined, no cese was discovered of
@ prohibited colouring matter having been used.

The principel regulations prescrike that certain
preservatives, 1,e. Sulphur dioxide and Benzoic acid, may
be used in the preparation of stated foods and that in
specified cases only, is it necessary to make s declare~
tion to that effect. During 1940, amendment provisional
regulations were issued permitting the addition of sodium
or potassium nitrite and boric acid to bacon and ham, and
the addition of boric acid to margarine.






REGISTERED BUTTER FACTORIES

Data of Situation Occupier
Reglistration of Factory of Premises
8th Febry,1924 Quay Roed, DNeath Walter E.Chappell
26th Janry,1937 15a,0rchard St,Neath TWilliam Elliott
&7th Janry,1937 11, Queen Street, Corner House Deairy
Back Rd, Neath. & Cafae, Ltd.,

ARTIFICIAL CREAM

There are no premises registersed within the Borough
for the manufacture of artificial creem, such articles being
sold only as received in unopened reccptacles.

CONDENSED AND DRIED MILK REGULATIONS,1923/1927

In no case, during routine inspections of stocks,
deposited or exposed for sale, was the absence of, or
incorreet declaration of, lebelling detected. It was noticed,
towards the end of the ycar, that stocks had diminished
greatly and that what was aveilable, was not exposed in the
usual menner for sale.

MERCHANDISE MARKS ACT, 1926

The "Orders" as to marking of certein articles, mede
under this Act, were genserelly well observed. The provisions
of the Order made under the Act, in regard to the merking of
imported butter, were over-ruled by the Butter (Meximum
Prices) Order,1940, which required it to bc marked, on
retall, as "Netional Butter".






MILK "SPSCIAL DESIGNATIONS™

The following Licences for the retcil of Graded Milks
within the Borough were in opersation during the year :-

Neme. Address. Designation. Licence.

Wm, Thomas & Son. Gnoll View Pesteruised. Establishment.
Deiry Neath.

B.Ferry & Neath 123,Neath Rd,

Co-operative Briton Ferry. 1 "

Society Ltd.

" " Ta- Tl I'J[ilki "
Richaerds Bros. Hollend St%,
Port Talbot. Pasteurised. Supplementary.

B " T.T. Milk. u
G.J.Edwards. 26 ,Winifred
Rd, Skawen. Pesteurised. -
Meadowland Manselton,
Milk Ltd. Swansece, Pcsteurised. "

Walter Price, Longford Farm, Neath, a retailer of T.T.
Milk in the Borough, is exempted from local licensing,

Milk and Dairies.

The number of farms et Which milk wos produced in the
Borough was 20, with an average of 175 cows in milk, as
compared with 20 producers and an evergge of 205 cows in
milk for 1939, A reduction in numbers is to be expected,
having regerd to the shortage of imported feceding-stuffs
and to the necessity of sleughtering off the thousands of
inferior cettle and cows which are incepcble of showing
an adequate return for their keeop.

The pericd limewashing was somewhzet delayed, the
excuses mede were (1) continued cold weather resulting in
animels being kept indoors up to the month of May (2)

riority work such as potato planting end cereal sowing,
?EJ late harvesting and (4) the shortage of suiteble
essistanca.

At thse commencement of the yeer 102 retailers werse
raegistered for the szle of milk in the Borough. During ths
year 7 were removed from, chiofly interness, and 3 added
to, the register, so thet tho end of the yesr 98 were in
business.

The Cowsheds, dairies end milkshops werc periodicelly
visited and were gonerally found in a satisfactory con-
dition.

e






’ INSPECTION OF DAIRY CATTLE

The inspection of dairy cattle was carried out in =
routine menncr by the State Veterinary Service. During the
year, 7 ocows from local dairies wera destroyed.

The greater bulk of the milk produced at these dairies
was reteiled within your area. It is the practice of the
department to immedistely notify the Divisional Veterinary
Inspector at Bridgend of all cases of tuberculous deiry
oettle and celves discovercd during meat inspection at ths
Borough Slaughterhouse. lNotifications for 1940 were in
rospect of 31 cows, 3 celves and 4 other cattle.

EXAMINATION OF MILK FOR TUBERCLE BACILLI

Four semples of bulk milk, produced at locel ferms the
milk from which is reteiled in the Borough, were submitted
during the year to ths Public Heelth Laboratory for examina-
tion for Tubercls Becilli :-

Cows in Tubercle

Date Name & Address of Producer Milk Bagilli
28/2/40 Mrs.M.Stcphens,Preswylfa Farm. 15 Abscnt
" T. Hunkin, Glennant Farm, 10 B
L Mrs.S.Morgen, Cwrt Sart Farm. 11 "

i 4. Thomes, Cefndon Farm. 22 "

In addition a number of semples were collected by the
officers of the State Veterinery Service in connection with
The Tuberculosis Order, 1938.

BACTERIOLOGICAL ZXAMINATION OF MIIK

During the year 89 samples of milk were collected and
submitted for bacteriological examination to the Cardiff
and County Public Heslth Laboratory, as follows :-

89 71

—_— —

umber lNumber Number
Deseription Submitted Satisfactory Unsatisfactory
Ordinery Milk oy 42 5
Pasteurised Milk 27 25 2
Tuberculin Tested 5 4 1
18






The producers of the unsatisfactory samples were all
interviewed and instructed on the proper methods of produc -
tion. In the cases of the unsatisfactory graded milks, the
metter wes teken up with the Licensing Authorities. The
results are fairly satisfactory, having regard to the
allegation thet conditions imposed by the "black out" and
magip-reids" interfere with clean milk production. A copy
of the Certificaste issued by the Bacteriologist was sent to
the person from whom the milk wes collected, and where
gcollscted at hospitals, & report was sent %o the Medicel
Superintendent, in addition.

WATER SUPPLIES

On the instruction of the Ilfedical Officer of Health
91 samples of weter were collected and submitted to the
Public Heelth Laboratory for bacteriological examination
during the year. O0f these, B0 were from dwelling-houses,
hospitals, schools and public buildings on the TowWn
supplies, 7 from locel springs and wells at farms and
ecottages, 3 from the Gnoll Public Swimming Pool and one
from the Neath Cenal. Copies of ell Certificates received
in respect of the same wecre sent to the Water Engineer.

MEAT INSPECTICK

The control of fatstock and meat commenced on the 15th
January,1940, the linistry of Food bocame, apart from some
few exceptions, the sole purchescr ol fatstoeck for slsughter
for humen consumption.

411 animels in the controlled arca, that is, Neath
Borough end Nesath Rural District, and intended for humen
food, were from that date slaughtered in your Publie Abbatoir.
The change over resulted in slaughtering being done at
irregular hours, the chief reason being, transport difficult-
ies, but I am pleased to report that 2 hundred-pcr-cent meat
inspection wes maintained throughout the year. The department
records 211 enimals sleughtered, carcases or p&rts of carcases
condemncd, diseasc classification, end particulers of disposal
of such condemnetions.

<TI0
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The old Borough had & Public Slecughterhouse to which
wes added, by virtue of the Borough Extension in 1922, three
private Sleughterhouses, viz. Cee-Rhys-Ddu and Cefn-Cringallt,
situeted at Cimle, and the Briton Ferry Co-operative society
(previously owned by Mr. Sam Davies, Butcher) at Kennel Row,
Briton Ferry. Those at Cimla were registered by the Neath
Rural District Council and that ¢t Kennel Row by the then
Briton Ferry Urban District council. The Cec-Rhys-Ddu and
cefn-Cringallt Private glaughterhouses, previously occupied
by Mr. Herry Hunkin and Mr. Thomas Hunkin, respectively, are
not now in use. Under the provisions of the Food and Drugs
Act, 1938, Section 57, privetc slaughterhouses and their
occupiers have now to be licensed for & periocd not exceeding
thirteen months, as may be fixed by the Local Authority, but
mey be rencwed by them for & period not exceeding thirteen
months at any one time, An epplication was received from tho
Briton Ferry and Neath Co-operetive Soclety Ltd, for the
licensing of their premises et Kennel Row, Briton Ferry &s &
Slaughterhouse. The premises arc in all respects suitable and
the applicants ere & proper body of persons to keep such &
place, and tha Council decided to grant the epplicaticn for
g period of 12 months from tho lst January, 1940, In con-
sequence of the operation of l{eet Control, the slaughterhousec
was in usc from lst to l4th January only, and has since becn
rastricted to & reservo premises. A notice, to comply with
the provisions of Seection 592 of tho Tood aad Drugs Act,1938,
with the words "Licensed glaughtcerhouse", is displayed on
the building.

The menagement of the Public Slaughterhouse, since 15th
Januaery 1940, is Dby & representative of the Ministry of Food.
All animals slaughtersd on those premises are stunned by
meens of mechenically opereted instruments - Celves, Sheep
and Pigs by the use of Simpsons ?lectric Stunncrs, and Cattle
with the "Cash Captive Bolt Pistol".

There arc 16 persons licenscd 2s glsughtermen in the
Borough.

T am pleased to report thet the provisions of the
Slsughter of Animals hct,1933 with regerd to the use of
mechaenicelly operated instruments on all food animels and
slaughtering by licensed persons only, are strictly obeyed
in the Borough, although it wes rumoured that in the case

of Regionel Slaughterhouses the provisions of this het
would not be onforced.

5 b
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A Table indiceting the number of animals slaughtered
&t the Borough Slaughterhousec during 1940, for thc periods
lst = l4th January and 15th January - 31st December, is
glven below :-

Period Slaughterhouse Cattle Calves Sheep Pigs Total

Jan lst- Co-operative 42 25 291 92 450
Ak Borough 90 13 554 164 821
132 38 845 256 1271

Jan 1l5th- :
fing Blak. Borough 2611 1296 27066 2781 33754
2743 1334 27911 3037 35025

I have purposely divided the record of condemned meat
into two sections, i.e. that which was condemned a2t the
Borough Slaughterhouse and the Briton Ferry Co-operative
Slaughterhouse between 1lst Januery and l4th Januery, being
the proporty of private wholesalers and rcteilers, and thet
condemned 2t the Borough Slaughterhouse between the 15th
Japmuary and 31st December and being the property of the
Ministry of Food.

(L) At the Borough Slaughterhouse end the Briton Ferry
Co-operetive Slaughterhouse, Period 1st Jan - 14th Jen,1940,

Cattle, Pigs. Sheep.
3 Heads 12 Heads 1 Carcase
10 Livers 3 Liveras 1 Head
4 Lungs & Lungs 15 Livers
2 Mesenteries 2 Heerts 8 Lungs
4 Spleons 6 Hearts
4 Stomachs
4 Intestines

All were subject to voluntary surrcnder and were destroy-
ed by burning st the Slaughterhouse Ges Destructor, in accord-
ance wWith practice.

=] 8-






(2) At the Borough Slaughterhousce. Pgriod 15th January-

3lst December, 1940.

= HE
RGP R DD

64
39
37
63
36

in the Borough wes obvious, Keath having enjoyed =&

Calyes

Carcasas
Heads
Livers
Lungs
Hearts
Kidneys
Spleens
Mesenteries
Stomachs
Intestines
Omentums

Stomachs
Intestines
Omen tums
Skirts
lbs. Beaef

2733
1313
84
o4
24
24
24

37
10
170
874

Sheep

Cerecases
Forequarters
Hindquarter
Loins

Leg

Heads
Livers
Tungs
Heerts
Kidneys
Splecns
Stomzchs
Intestines

Cattle

Carccses
Forequcrters
Heeds

Livers

The amount of Beef condemned
Slaughterhouse wes unusuelly high, being principally affected
with Tuberculosis, and is accounted for by the large number
of Cows slaughtered during the yesar by the Ministry of Food.
Of the 2,611 cattle slaughtered during the "Control Period",
i.8, 15th Jenuary - 31lst Deoember, 686 werc Cows, or over

26 per cent, whereas the averege number of Cows Ikilled at

the Borough Slaughterhouse, pre-control, wes 2 per cent. The
ratio with regard to the number of bulls slaughterecd is
almost as pronounced as that stated for cows, Many of these
animals were in poor condition and in some ceses obviously
guffering from febrile disorders, and the attention of the
Ministry of Food was, on several occasions, directed to the
matter, The lowering of the standard of meet offered for sale

60
124
237
256
137
122

60

14

14

60

6 1bs

428
o8
87
59
02

at the

Pigs

Cercases
Heads
Livers
Lungs
Hearts
Kidneys
Spleens
Stomechs
Intestines
Omentums
Pork

Lungs
Hearts
Kidneys
Spleens
Mesenteries

Borough

reputation

for the sale of high-grade mect, &nd the change was noticed

by ell.
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I heve previously reported that when a cercesc of bgefl
or of veal is condsmned as being tubercular, every endesvour
ls made to trece, through the "Mart" records, the owner, so
thet the information ecn be pcssed on to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Animel Heelth Division. 4 difficulty hass now
arisen in doing this, as since "Control", calves, through the
agency of deslers pess from one mart to another, with the
result that the breeder often cannot be traced, the tab on
the hide at the Slaughterhouse indicsting the last sale only
to the Ministry of Food. I have written to the Ministry of
sgriculture suggesting that the issus of an additional Order
to "The Movement of Animals Orders" as would require the
compulsory recording in all movements of the Mart identifica-
tion, would overcome the difficulty.

Of the six carceses of veal condemned, two were cases of
Congenital Tuberculosis, and 2s a result of the ecti - taken
by me it was possible to trace both dams, one a2t Pontardawe
and one in Neath Rural Arcee. These were brought in for
slaughter et the Borough Slaughterhouse, end were iound on
inspection to be extensively affected with Gencrelised
Tuberculosis, including udder infection.

The distribution of meat is arranged by the Liinistry of
Food, through Wholesele Meet Supply iLssocietions., to the
retall trede. In order to fecilitete metters, the Borough
Slaughterhouse 1s a receiving =nd distributins centre, and
during the year a large amount of meat, both home killed &nd
importsed, was roceived for distribution. This meat was
gxemined in addition to that ebove mentioned, and it was
necessary to condemn severel parts of carcascs and offel,
ineluded in same. In one instance, the whole consignment of
51 eerceses of pork, from the South of ZEZngland, which had
been loadsed warm in a sesled unventilated container on rail,
hed to be condemncd on arrivel =2s being in & s%ate of dcecomp-
ogltion. These are included as part of the 60 condemned
gerceses, mentioned in the table.

A number of animals were slaughtered as (1, Cesuamlties

through injuries and (2) injured by Enemy Lction during two
incidents,

o S






F In sccordance with the instructions of the Ministry of
Food, the condemncd mect wes handed to the Disposal Contrazot-
ors for purposes other than food.

The Livestock (Restriction on Slasughtering) No.2 Order,
19240, made by the Minister of Food, came into operation on the
lst December 1940, and for your informsation, the provisions of
this Order, requiring the treatment of £ll condemned mezt by
meens of a diatinctive colouring egent, were strictly observed
from that date.

The Ministry of Health in Circular 2218. 3rd December,
1940 requested officers of local authorities when me&king out
certificates of condemnation of meat and offals to specifically
state the actual cause of condemnation. I am plesesed to state
that this has been the practice of your department from the
commencement of "“control".

I have to report that under the heading "Individual
Self Suppliers of Meat", 19 pigs were slaughtered, on permit,
by local farmers and cottagers. In every case notice of
slaughter was received and all the carcases were inspected,
irrespective whether they were slaughtered at the Slaughter-
house or at home.

CARCASES INSPECTED AND CCONDEMNED

Cattle Sheep
excluding &
Cows Cows Calves lambs Pigs Total
Number killed 2053 690 1334 27911 3037 35025
Number inspected 2053 690 1334 27911 3037 35025

ALL DISZTASES EXCEPT
TUBERCULQSIS

Whole carcases
condemned. i 3 4 24 2

Cercases of which
some part or organ
was condemned. 552 278 7 2974 211

Percentage of Num-
ber affected with
disease other than

Tuberculosis. 26,9 40,7 o B 0.7 7.0






Cattle Sheep
excluding &
Cows Cows Calves Lambs Pigs

TUBEHCULOSIS OnLY

"/Thole carcases
oondemned. 7 26 2 0 7

Carcases of which
some part or organ
was condemned. 199 92 1 0 161

Percentage of Num-

ber inspeocted

affected with

Tuberculosis. 10.0 17.1 28 0 5.6

BUTCHERS SHOPS

The 54 Butcher shops in the Borough, a reduction of
three as compared with 1939, have been regularly visited.
For purposes of distribution as a result of "Meat Control",
the shops have been divided into three groups,; viz. Town,
Market and Briton Ferry. The object of these visits was :-

(1) To investigate any possible illicit trading,
which would result in un-examined meat being offered for
sale.

(2) To re-inspect meat as to soundness.

(3) To examine prooesses and foodstuffs used in the
manufacture of smalls,

(4) To inspect imported meat exposed for sale.
(5) To note observance of the lleat Regulations,1924.

(6) To ascertain whether the various Orders made
under the Merchandise Marks Act, 1926, governing the com-
pulsory marking of all imported poultry, becon, ham and
meat were being observed.

(N«B. Proper and correct merking, under present-day
methods of distribution, present a difficulty, and it
were better that the "Country of Origin" should be provi-
sionally substituted Dby the former method, that of
"Imported™, which would be applicable in general to
foreign or empire imports).
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P (7) To note observance of the Food and Drugs Act,1938
by the 35 butchers whose premises are registered for the
preparation or manufacture of sausages or potted, pickled
or preserved food intended for sale, and to ascertain if
unregistered premises are being used for this purpose.

During inspeotion the undermentioned were condemned
owing to unsoundness, etc., and were handed over to the
Disposal Contractors -

39 lbs Imported DBeef, 99 Imported Chickens,
782 1bs Home-killed Beef, 10 lbs Imported Sheep Livers,
28 1lbs Home-killed Veal. 25 Tripes.

It will be observed that the amount of home-killed
beaf condemned owing to decomposition @and internal bruising
was unduly large. The Ministry of Food's attention was
drawn to this, as in my opinion the decomposition was due
to several factors, primarily through unorthodox methods
of slaughter, such as improper bleedinz, too liberal a use
of water when dressing, insufficient fasting prior to
slaughter, and maess slaughter on specified days, with lack
of conslideration of weather conditions. It appears to me that
the necd of saving on transport by less frequent distribu-
tion was considersd to be of great importance than regard
for the keeping qualitiss of meat.

The increassd amount of bruised beef, quite common
since "control', is probably due to long and delay=2d train
Journeys and consequent shunting of wagons and bumping of
animals during transit, together with insufficient rest
and healing time prior to slaughter.

I would state that there was an evident improvement
in the conduct of the business following the complaints,

MEAT REGULATIOLS,1824

I am pleased to report that the Regulations are well
observed, All shops selling meat in the Borough observe the
elauses as to contamination, the premises are well ventil-
ated and in no case are the windows permitted to be left
open when meéet is exposed. There are no stalls outside the
closed market, wherefrom meat is offered for sale. Lorries,
vans and baskets used in the transport and delivery of meat
are carefully watched and strictly controlled., It became
necessary to draw the attention of the haulage contractors,
delivering meat to the verious groups of butchers,regarding
the unsatisfactory covering of meat against contamination.
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(1)

(2)

(3)

Other Premises iThere Food is Sold
Stored or Frepared for Sale.

Bakehouses .-

The number of Bakehouses in occupation remained
at 24, and these were regularly visited to ensure that
the premises vwere beins mainteined in a satisfactory
state. Generally or visitation the bakehouses were
found to have besen recently limewashed or that steps
were taken for cleansing to be carried out at an early
date; with the result that it was necessary to serve
but two notices requesting the occupier to carry out
the requirements of Section 13 of the Food & Drugs Act,
1ea8,

Aerated Vater Works .-

The four factories producing soft drinks and
vinegar were periodicelly visited. The factories were
kept faeirly satisfactory and the Sanitary Conveniences
provided for the staffs werc kept in good condition.
All waters used in the production of drinks stc. are
obtained from the Town Supply.

Ice-Cream Shops .-

The number of premises registered for the manu-
facture and sale of Ice-cream under the Food and Drugs
Act,1958 is 50. Of these 32 are in respect of both
manufacture and sale, and 18 in respect of sale only.
Visits of inspection were made as often as possible
while the season was in progress.

Fourteen samples of Ice-cream manufactured within
the Borough were taken in the year and were submitted
for Bacteriological analysis; two of such samples being
examined primarily to ascertain if diptheria bacilli
ware present, but negative results were obtained. OF
the fourteen samples, six were certified as being
bacteriolozically satisfactory; five as moderately satis-
factory; and three as being unsatisfactory.

As with samples of Milk taken in the Borough, in
evary case where Ice-cream was found on examination not
to be of & proper standard, investigation was made to
find the cause of the uncleanliness and an effort was
made to spur both manufacturer and retailer to produce
& more hygienic article.
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(3) Ice-Cream 3hops (Cont. ).-

Sample Tatal Bﬁcillus Coli Bacteriologists
Number Organisms Content Remarks
1 110,000 plus 1 c.c, Satisfeotory.
2 170,000 plus 1/10 c.c. ~do-
3 E&O,DDQ minus 1 ¢,.cC. —do-
4 21,000 plus 1710 oic. ~do-
5 1,440,000 plus 1/1000 c.c. Unsatisfactory.
6 640,000 minus 1 c.c, Satisfactory.
T 3,200,000 minus 1 c.c¢, Unsatisfactory.
8 370,000 plus 1/100 c.c. Moderately
satisfactory.
@ 10,000,000 plus 1/100 c.c. Unsatisfactory.
10 12,000 plus 1/10 c.c. Satisfactory.
15 | 430,000 plus 1/10 c.c. Moderately
satisfactory.
12 240,000 plus 1/10 c.o. MNoderately
satisfactory.
13 220,000 . plus 1/10 c.c. Moderately

satisfactory.

14 360,000 plus 1/10 c.c. Moderately
satisfactory.
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(4)

(5)

(6)

Fish Frying Businesses .-

The Fried Fish Shops in the Town were registered
under Section 14 of the Food and Drugs Let,1938, in
consequence of the definition contained within the rct.
Thirty one shops were originally inspected but twenty-
seven only were registered; the remainder being either
unsuitable or having given up trading through business
difficulties,

Inspection of the premises was carried out as far
as practicable throughout the year. Generally, it may
be stated that the shops are kept satisfactory, although
by reason of their age &nd type, re-decoration is con-
tinually required in some cases in respect of that part
of the premises ussd for the preparation and cleansing
of potatoes. Constant supervision is required and ths
astablishment of & more or less uniform type of structure
must be aimed at. Cleanliness can be said to be satis-
factory.

Fish Shops and Hawkers .-

There are few shops in the Borough used exclusively
for the sale of Fish; but small guantities &re retailed
from such placss as Green grocery shops and Tish-frying
premises, as well a= by persons covering the strects by
cart and van, Inspections were made from time to time of
such pramises and vehicles throughout the year and they
were found to be conducted at all times in a satisfactory
manner. Mo complaints from the public were received
during the year of nuisance caused by such commodity.

Vegetables, fruit and rabbits retailed in addition
by the traders were also kept under constant supervision.

Hotels, Restaurants and Tea Hooms .-

These premises were regularly visited and generally
were kept in a satisfactory menner. Attention was called,
in some instances, to the absence of properly closed
receptacles for the storage of waste and to the accumula-
tion of refuse in yards. The sanitary accommodation and
washing facilities, both for the use of the staffs and
customers, were found in good order.
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(7)
?

(1)

seneral Provision Shops &nd ditores .-

4 general inspection was carried out of provision
shops, stores and warehouses. Few changes were noticed
in the number of shops and stores used for the sale of
groceries and general provisions, and the conduct of
the businesses was zenerally satisfactory. Tleven
premises were registered under Section 14, Food & Drugs
Aet, 1938, on which was prepared preserved food, i,e,
boiled hams, roast pork, roast beef, meat pies and
fazgots, intended for ssle. It is to be noted that some
of the premises do not quite satisfy the standard for
such a purpose, although in every case the premises ware
very c¢lean, On the other hand it is going to be difficult
to bring them up to standard havini regard to the short-
age of materiasl, occasioned by the war. Further, it is
possible that some of the occupiers may be put out of
business as a result of rationed ingredients, a course
which would not justify, at the moment, 2 large outlay of
capital expenditure. _

It was necessary to condemn the following foods: -

6 1b. tin ox tongue. 24 1bs sausages.

72 fish cakes, 24 1lbs cheese,

186 tins assorted foods. 11 1bs cooked ham,

35 lbs pork brawn, 32 1lb jellied veal,

33 lbs kippers. 263 1lbs bacon and hanm.
4 1lbs salmon cream. 300 egss.

1l tin corned beef. 112 1bs potatoes.

The shopkeepers throushout the Borough have been
specially requested to immediately notify the department
of any food on their premises that may be in anyway
suspicious, Certificates of condemnation are granted and
thess are helpful in replenishin: losses as the result
of such action,

GENERAL IISPECTIONS

Shops Act @

The arranzements for the health and comfort of shop
workers were gencrally satisfactorily meintained. Several
Notices were complied with in respect of defective
fittings to water closets and in one instance, of an un-
suitable sanitary convenience, The provisions of Section
10 of the Shops Act, 1934, are rigidly enforced by the
Sanitary Inspector and by the Council's Shops Inspsctor.
It has been decided by the Council that the use of the
sanitary conveniences in the General Market be restricted
to the stall-holdsrs and their assistants, &8 rest room
where meals may be taken and washing facilities available,
has also been provided thereat,
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(2)

(3)

(4)

Barbers' and Hairdressers' Shops

The inspection of these premises, introduced by the
Department in 1937, was continued as far as practicable
during the year. It was found that the general standard
of cleanliness had been well maintained and improved,
the inspection of past years having undoubtedly acted as
a stimulus, The trade generally is to be complimented
upon the hyglenic stendard attained, having regard to
difficulties occasioned by depleted staffs.

Offensivq_Trades :

Consent to the extension of the period for carrying
on an Offensive Trade under the provisions of Section 107
Public Health Aot, 1936, was given in the following :-

Date Trade Address Owner Period

1/6/40 Rag & Bone The lstt,James H.L.Prowse, 12 months.
Dealer 5t., lNeath.
. -do- 4 ,Bankside, D.J.Price, i
Neath,
1 ~do- Wernpistyll Rd, Elias Evans. "
Briton Ferry.

o Gut Public Abattoir, Yi.J.Gabriel. K
Scraper Eastland Foad,
Neath,

Tha general conduct of these businesses was satis-
factory, especially when it is recognised that their
difficult and offensive nature are such, that nuisances
may arise continuously. It is also to be noted that
"Nation Salvage" has increased their activities con-
siderably.

Tents, Vens, Sheds, Tte. :

In this connection I am glad to report that the
Borough is singularly free of this type of habitation.
Owing to hostilities none of the Feirs were held during
the year, so that there wes no occasion to inspect the
areas allocated to travelling showmen. There was also
little trouble caused by hawkers, gypsies and others
passing throuzh the district, and I have to record that
no complaint was received of any nuisance or annoyance
due to them, throuzhout the year.
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(5) Sanitary accommodation of Cinemas, Etc. :

(6)

In accordence with Circular 120 of the MMinistry of
Health and the Order of the Home Office , I have made
periodicel inspection. of the Cinemas end Halls in the
Borough.

There ere five Cinemes, namely Empire, Gnoll Hall,
Windsor, Palaoce Kinema end Lodge Kinema, the first three
being situated in Neath and the remaining two in the
Briton Ferry, and the seating accommodation is for 5,362
persons. :

The Empire, Windsor and lLodge Cinemas were satis-
factory in all respects, and always properly maintained.

The Gnoll Hall was found in 1940, as a result of
improvements carried out in 1939, to be always clean and
satisfactory. The owners also agreed to carry out certain
work of reconstruction and submitted a plan to that
@ffect to the Town Council, which was approved by them,
This work has not been done and it is not anticipated
that it will be carried out under present-day difficult-
ies.

The Palace Kinema, &s previously reported, was
entirely unsatisfactory for the purpose for which it is
licensed, It is the intention of the owners to close
the premises and to transfer the Licence to the Public
Hell, which would be altered in accordance with a plan
already submitted to, and approved by the Town Council.
The position to-day is similar to that indicated in 1939,
With the exception thst a new water service hes been
provided and that the floor coverings have been renewed.
It is not anticipated that the mojor alterations to the
Publio Hell, which would bring &bout the transfer of the
licence can be carried out under the present circumstances.

Periodical visits were made to all Public Halls and
Publie Billierd Halls and all are provided with suitable
sénitary =zccommodation,

Sanitery Accommodction of Schools:

Following up the request of the Medical Officer of Health
in 1¢38, when a detailed report on the condition of the
Sanitary Conveniences and Washing Facilities of the Schools
was presented to him, inspection has been continued and
visits made from time to time.
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(7)

Sanitary Accommodation of Schools : (Cont,. ).

The defcots observed have in the case of the
Elementary Schools, been reported to the Borough Engineer
for his attention, and in the gase of the Private Schools,
the occupiers and owners have been written to.

An investigation was made at ons of the Private
Schools of alleged overcrowding of classrooms, due possibly
to the fact that for several months children under five
years were barred from attending the Council Schools at
& time when snemy air raids were frequent.

It was found that the complaint had been exaggerated,
although the attendance had increased, and no action was
considered necessary.

Licensed Premises :

An inspeotion of all licensed premises within the Borough
was completed during the year with the view of determining
alterations of premises, changes of licensces, and the
adequacy and cleanliness of sanitery accommodation for
male and female customers., There were 67 public houses and
licensed hotels, together with 12 registered clubs.
Several of the premises have been subjected to alterations
and improvements, and it was expected that other premises
would also have been dealt with, 4 marked improvement

was observed in the standard of the sanitary arrangements
during recent years, showing the enlightened policy of
owners to mect present-day demands. At 17 of the premises
separate sanitary conveniences for women were not provided,
and the existing arrangemonts were to permit the use of
the licensee's private accommodation. All the premises were
kept clean, signifying daily attention, although the
necessity of a "blagk-out" has interfered greatly with
proper ventilation of the conveniences during business in
the hours of darkness and it was observed that a too
liberal use of disinfectants was taking place, an attempt
at camourflaging one offensive smell by substituting
another,

The 12 registered clubs and institutes claimed to
have maintained and some to have improved their member-
ship. Most of these premises have substantial sanitary
accommodation and others are taking stops to modernise the
atructures and fittings. The premises were kept clean, the
stewards giving daily attention to cleanliness and super-
vision, but here azgcin the nccessity of providinz a com-
plete "black-out™ &nd its offcet npon proper ventilation
wes evident,
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{ﬂ Rats and liice Destruction Act, 191¢ :-

(¢)

(1)

A number of compleints were received from various parts

of the Borough of rat infestation in houses, shops,
warehouses, vacant buildings and on open spaces. Infesta-
tion was sporadic, although it was evident that a more
serious viow was being taken of the menace. Suspected
areas were regularly visited, complaints were investigat-
ed and occupiers and owners were advised on methods to be
employed for eradication. Particular attention was given
to Refuse tips and Slaughterhouse buildings and during
visits of inspection to farms, the occupiers were remind-
ed of the seriocusness of the matter. Baiting was by means
of Rodine, Arnolds', lawes' and Xlearwell products., The
refuse tips, sewers, and slaughterhouse buildings were
regularly baited and upwards of 5,000 baits were laid dur-
inzg the year. a Clayton machine, Sulphur, was occasionaly
used and was given out on loan to large establishments. It
is to be anticipated that rat infestation will meterially
increase as a result of the storage of foodstuffs, for
salvage, in improper receptacles, propasr bins being expen-
sive and almost unobtainabla,

Rent and Mortgage Interest Restriction Acts, 1920/1939 :

No applicetion was received during the year for a cert-
ificate of the Sanitery Authority of the state of repair
of any dwelling house situate in the Borough.

HOUS ING

Houses unfit for Humen Habitation :

No action was tzken under Section 9, 11, or 12 of
the Housing act, 1936.

The "Undertakings' accepted by the Council in respect
of the following dwellings have been duly complied with :

2 & 3, Brickyard Cottages.
69, Water Street.
42, Neath Road.
58A, Neath Road.
8, iaters Court.
13, Russell Street.
l & 2, Xirkhouse Court.
344, Ritson Street.
095A, Ritson Street.
27, Briton Ferry Road.
westernmoor Farm Cottage.
Roek Cottage,Penrhiwtyn.
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(2)

The aceepted "Undertakings" in respect of the
following dwellings are, as yet, not complied with :

1,2,3, & 4, Jonah Court.

141 & 143, Neath Road.
194, Lowther Street.
554, Lowther Street.
114, Hunter Street.
11¢A, ZTondon Road.

No dwellling-house was voluntarily closed or dem-
olished during the year.

Slum Clearance :

I beg to report upon the progress made under your
olum Clearance Programmes :

In response to & request contained in the Ministry
of Health's Circular 133, dated the 6th April,1933, the
Council adopted a provisional programme of Slum Clear-
ance spread over a period of flve years, as follows :-

Areas Houses Families Persons
19, 241l. 277. 1,16%.

It 1s hera to be noted that the Council has from
time to time extended this provisional programme by the
inclusion of other areas, and further extensions are to
be anticipated. To these arcas must also be &dded the
unfit individual houses, parts of houses and underground
or cellar dwellings.

The following is a Table of Comparison between the
original provisional programme and the position in
relation to Slum Clearance at the end of 193¢ :-

Houses
Areas, Involved, Families. Persons.
Provisional Programme 19 241 277 1,167
Slum Cleéarance
Programme 37 423 459 1,917
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SLUM CLEsLRANCE SCHEME,1934.

or
First Year's Programme.

Houses Houses
Areas. affected. Families. provided.

Lt 58 a7 ST
Persons Houses Houscs
displeced., demolishead. Tndertakings
accapted.
215 Bk 7

The owner of the seven houses here referrcd to, made
an application for their conversion into stores to be used
in connection with an adjoining Tngineering 'lorks, and offer-
gd to give an Undertaking not to again use them as dwellings.
The Ministry of Health modified the Clearance Order accord-
ingly and directed that such an Undertaking be accepted. The
houses have been vacant since the 27th lMay, 1935, and although
they are boarded up, they remein and eyesore and are serious-
ly detrimental to the amenities of the district. I Frave made
repeated application to the new owners to convert the build-
ings into stores, as requested by them, but in the absence of
an agreed time limit it is difficult of enforeement,

No provision was made for six families of one person. The

07 Tamilies displaced were provided for on the three Sites, as
followis :-

Two Three Four
Families, Bedroom., BEedroom. Bedroom,. Total.
Psncaerau 17 1.1 6 Nil. 17
Brynhyfryd 18 12 4 2 18
Llantwit 232} 12 5] 4 28
5? DO (6] 6 o7
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SLUM CLEARANCE SCHEME=, 1835,
or
Second Year's Programme.

Houses Houses Flats
Areas, affected, Families, Persons, provided. provided.

0 82 82 300 78 4

Provision was made for four families of one person.
The 82 femilies displaced were provided for on one site,
as follows :-

Two Three Four
Site. Families, Bedroom. Bedroom. Bedroom. Flats.
Pencaerau 82 4] a7 10 4
Total,
82

SLUM CILEARAICE SCHEME,1936.

or
Third Year's Programme.

Houses New housecs
Arees, cffected, Families. Persons. 7required.

5] 06 65 304 65

SUMMARY OF 1936 PROGRAMME.

Families
of one New houses
Houses, Families. Persons, Person required.

Clearance Areas, 56 B85S 304 1 65

Cellar Dwellings. © g 34 1 9

Individual Unfit

Houses. 29 a8 136 4] S92
04 106 474 2 106

— ee— ——
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&
Provision was made for the two families of one person.
The requirement of two flats was increased to four flats to
complete the block, with a corresnonding decrease in the
number of houses. The 106 families were provided for on the
three sites, as follows :-

Two Thrae Four
Site. Bedroom, Bedroom. Bedroom. Flats., Total.
‘Brynhyfryd 18 17 (5] 0 41
Pencacrau 4 0 0 4 8
Llantwit 34 15 a8 0 57
06 _32 14 4 106

There were originelly 42 Underground or cellar dwellings,
35 of which were situated in Penydre, and 7 in the Green. I
am pleased to report that none of these to-day constitute
separate dwellings, those in the Green having been demolished
as part of a Clearance Area and of those in Penydre, 27 arc
added as extra accommodation, other than for sleeping, to the
houses above, and the rcmaining 8 are boarded up, the owncrs

heving not yot avelled themselves of such an arrzngement as
indicated..

SLUM CLEARANCE SCEENE,1937.

or
Fourth Year's Programmec.

Housecs New housas
Areas, affected. PFamilies. Persons. required.

12 110 123 490 123

SUMMARY OF 1937 PROGRAMME.

Femilics
of onc New houscs
Houses. Families. Persons. Person. required.

Cleerance Arsas. 110 123 495 5 123

Individual Unfit

Houses., 17 19 77 1 19
127 142 572 4 142
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Provision is being madec for 4 families of 1 pcrson,

It was only possible, owing to land difficulties, to
submit a building programme for 140 houses, and it may be
neoessary to include the two left over, in the next build-
ing programme.

The 140 familiass referrcd to in thec 1937 Programme are
to be provided for in the Gas Works, Brynhyfryd and Western-
moor Sites, as follows :-

Two Threc Four
Sites.. Bedroom. Bedroom. Bedroom. Flats. Total,
Gas Works. 14 4 0 0 18
Brynhyfryd No.l. 8 0 2 0 10
Brynhyfryd No.2. B 4 0 0 10
Westernmoor. 60 24 14 4 102
88 ae 16 4 104

The 18 houses at Regent Street (West), Gas Works site,
and the 10 houses at Highfield Road, Brynhyfryd No.l. site,
were completed and occupied during 1939.

It was hoped to have had them complcted within the
scheduled time, but progress was scriously delayed by con-
tinuous bad weather and resulted in the Council receiving a
lower rate of subsidy than that applicable to houscs rcady
for occupation on the 31lst Dcecember, 1938,

On the 8th Scptomber,1939, thc Ministry of Health issucd
Circular No. 1866, dealing with thc postponement of work
under the Housing iActs. Reprcscntetions werc madc to the
Ministry, by the Council, for permission to complete the
building of the 10 housces at Brynhyfryd No. 2. Site, which
were then in coursec of construection. The Ministry consanted
to the completion of six houses only, thesec being at the timc
almost recady for roofing. As a result of further representa-
tions to the Ministry and a visit of inspection of the houses
at Briton Ferry, which were subject to Demolition and Closing
Orders, consent was readily given to complete the remaining
four houses, which completed the building programme of 10
houses at this site.

-30-






The position of the various building contracts at the
end of the year, in connection with the Fourth Year's Soheme

(1937 ) wes as follows :

18 Houses &t Regent Street (Tiest) Gas Yorks Site,
gcompleted and occupied in 1939.

10 Houses at Highfield Road, Brynhyfryd No 1, Site,
completed and occupied in 1939.

10 Houses at Giants Grave Road, Brynhyfryd No.2 Site,
completed and occupied in 1940.

68 Houses and 4 Flats at Vesternmoor, the bullding
contrzct, in the National Intercst,

was suspended.

SIUM CLEZARANCE SCHEME,1938.
or
Fifth Year's Programme.

New Houses

Areces, Houses. Feamilies. Persons. required.
6 46 o7 250 D7

SUMMARY OF 1938 PROGRAMME.

Families
of one New Houscs

Houses. Families. Persons, person. required.

Clearance Arees, 46 57 250 6 57

Individual Unfit

Housegs. 16 15 56 1 15
62 72 306 7 72

=-3] =






RE-HOUSING

Ward.

Nor th.
South.
Briton Ferry.

RECUIREMENTS FOR 1938 PROGRAINMME.
TwWO Three Four
Flats, Bedroom, Bedroom.  -Bedroom. Total.
6 32 L5 12 65
Q 1 0 0 1
5 2 4 il 0 6
7 Ay 16 12 72

Thse Council decided, having regard to the two houscs
which were not included in the 1937 Programme, to increase
the 1938 Programmc to 74 houses. It will also be neccessary to
meke provision for the re-housing of the three families, now
living in the thrce houses on which "Demolition Orders™ werec

made in 1940.

Particulars of QOvercrowding,

QVERCROWDING.

-32-

Teble 1., Overerowding Records.
1936. 1940.
Ward, Families, Persons, Families. Persons.
North. 186 1053 614
South. 142 58 Beh
Briton Ferry. 84 32 186
Council Houses. 25 13 a4
437 By oo 206 1219
Table 11, New cases during the year,.
Ward. Families. Persons. Size of Families.
N S - e [
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Table 111. Reasons for New Cases of Overcrowding.

Families,

Tenant having taken in another family. — 5
Tenant having sub-let to another family. 1.
2

Table 1¥., De-crowded Families.

1940,
Net decrease. Sizeof Families
Ward. Familigs, Persons, Familics, Pecrsons 2,3.4.5.6.7.8,9
North. 8 41 8 53 STl i 1
South. = 25 2 b 5 ey o et LUEI Do |
Briton
Ferry. 8 ST 8 44 <o I [
Council
Houses. 2 12 2 15 LT E S R [
a2l 115 19 117 T T e T e T
Table V. METHODS OF ABATING OVERCROWDING
Council
Noxrth. South. Briton Ferry. Houscss. Total.
Given Council Housses. 1 2 5 0 8
Moved to other houses 1 0 2 0 3

in the Borough.

Leff the Borough. 1 1 0 2 4
Reduction in Family. 5 0 0 0 3]
Granted extra room 0 0 1 0 1
in the same house. Lok
8 3 8 2 2l
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’Tabla V1. Position of Overcrowéed Houses 31st Deec.,1940,

Housas Persons in Families Persons

Ward, Involved, Houscs., Overcrowded. Involved,
North. 156 759 103 614
South. a6 449 58 389
Briton Ferry. S0 £44 32 186
Council Houses. 17 105 13 94
319 1555 206 1219

It will be observed that there has bsen , to some extcnt,
a stecady decrowding of familics as compared with the figurc
obteined during the 1936 Survey. This does not give & truc
pilcture of present-day ovcrcrowding in the Borough, it is much
higher than this, due to the influx of persons, through obvious
reasons, and causing temporary overcrowding.

HOUSING STATISTICS,1940.

(1) Inspection of Dwellinghouses during the year :-

1 (a) Total number of dwellinghouses inspected for
housing defeots (under Public Health or
Housing Acts). 1110

(b) Number of Inspections made for the purpose. 2672

2 (a) Number of dwellinghouses (included under
sub-head (1) above which were inspected
and recorded under the Housing Consolidated
Regulations, 1925, Nil.

(b) Number of inspeections made for the purpose. Nil.

3. Number of dwellinghouses found to be in a

state so dangerous or injurious to health as

to be unfit for human habitation, Nil.
4 Number of dwellinghouses (exclusive of thosc

referred to under the preceding sub-head)
found not to be in all respects reésonably
fit for humen habitation. 407






(2) Remedy of defects during the yesr without the
serviee of formal Notices :-

Number of defective dwellinghouses rcndcred
fit in conscqucnce of informal action by
the Local Authority or their Officers.

(3) Action under Statutory Powers during the ycar:-

(e) Proceedings under Scction 92,10 and 16 of the

Housing Act, 1936 :-

(b) Proceedings under Public Hcecalth Acts :

(c)
(d)

l, NMumber of dwellinghouses in respcot of
which Notices were served recquiring
defects to bc remcdied.

2, Number of dwellinghouses in which
daefects werce remedied after serviec
of formal MNoticaes :-

(a) By Ownars.
(b) By Locel Authority.

Procccdings under Scction 11 and 13 of the
Housing Act, 1936.

Proccedings under Scction 12 of the Housing
nﬂt ] 1936-

(4) Housing Act, 1936, Part 1V. Overcrowding.

(2)

(b)
(e¢)

(a)

l. Number of dwellinghouscs overcrowdoed
£t the end of the year.
2. Number of families dwelling therein

3. Number of pcrsons dwelling therein.

Number of now ccscs of Ovcecrcrowding
rcported during the yeor.

1. Numbcr of cesces of overerowding reclieved
during the year.

2. Number of persons conccrncd in such
coses,

Perticulars of 2ny coses in which dwelling-
houses have agtin becomc overcrowded after
the Locel Authority have taken steps for
the abetement of overcrouding.
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Nil.

293

977
Nil.

Nil.

Nil.

206

319
1555

19

117

Nil.
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Eradication of Bed Bugs.

(1) Number of Council Houses found to be
li 1nfGStEdi ...lllllllilllllliilI'll 1..

Fanaaaantastad, ...césesnpense La

Number of other housecs found to be
1-" 1nfestadl Illliti.ti........ azp
B' disinfestedi @ % & & 8 & 8 B 8 & @ @ 22-
(2) The procedurc employed for freeing infested houscs
from bed bugs, both for Council znd privately-

owned houses, &nd the efter-carec methods adopted,
were &s reported in previous Annual Repo:ts.

GENERAL.

(1) Housing - Slum Clearance :

The Ministry's deccision to suspend the building of
houses for Slum Clearance displacement has added greatly
to the difficult problems confronting the Sanitary
Department. The suspension of the ‘/esternmoor No 1 Scheme
of 98 houses and 4 flats, compels the families of areas
like The Iett and the various Courts distributed through-
out the Borough, to remsin in occupation of such slum
houses, 2lthough these hovels werc condemned f£s being
unfit for humen hzabitation in 1933. It is to be sincerely
hoped that the day is not far distant, when it will be
possible for the Counecil to rencw its activities in im-
proving the housinz conditions of the working clesses of
the Borough., W shzll be called upon to deal with another
serious aspect of this question, after the War, as it is
evident that most owners, to-day, are little concerned
with the repair, painting and genersl masintenance of their
properties. Of necessity, this must result in serious
deterioration of house property, and in some cases to
irreperable demegas.
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(2)

(3)

Dilepideted Buildings :

This is enother serious matter that will heve to
be considered whon the opportunity prescnts itself. There
ére many such buildings, most of which £re in 2 ruinous
condition &nd are not only dangerous but are seriously
detrimental to the emonities of the neighbourhood. In 21l
probability, most of them were erceted when Building
Byelews end Town Plenning were undreamt of.

Housing of T.B. Patients :

The Medical Officer of Health rceceived several
letters regerding the unsuitability of housing accommoda-
tion of Tuberculous patients. Of the 43 cases under con-
siderction, 228 hcve been housed in Council houses, 4 heve
died at their homes =nd 17 recmain to be considered. It
is to be regretted that owing to the susponsion of build-
ing programmes, the neccssity of acquiring Council houses
for sheltering the homcless from bombed arcas and the
infrequency of vacancies, there is little prospect of
assisting, in the near futuro, cases of this naturec.

(4) Flooding :

I have to report that scrious flooding of dwelling-
houses occurrcd at Nos. 1 - 12, Penrhiwtyn Street and
Nos., 34 - 39, Gasworks Road. The flooding of thesc arcas
occurs on every occasion of heavy rain-fall. In the casc
of Penrhiwtyn Street, it hes beon suggested that the
raising of the floor lavels would obviate thc trouble.
The owners of the houses are not in agrecement with such
a8 suggestion &nd meintain that the house drains are prop-
erly constructed, have been approved by the Counecil, and
thet it is the respomsibility of the Local Authority to
properly sewer the =zrea. The flooding at Gasworks Road
is alleged to be caused by the overflowing of Millands
Brook, and also to the fact that the houses referrcd to
are below roed level.
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(5) Smoke Nuisanccs :

No action was taken by the dcpartment, during the
year, in relation to the emission of smoke as would
constitute smoke nuisancecs.

(6) Food Poisoning Cases :

During the year two incidents of food poisoning
were reported. In the one, it was zlleged that food
poisoning wes due to the consumption of potted bloater
paste, at & canteen of a local work's Home Guard Unit.
Both persons appcrently fully recovered from their
gickness, after being medically trected =2t their respec-
tive homes. In the other case, it wss alleged that six
persons were suffering from sickness as the result of
consuming cooked tongue (tinned), of high-class brand,
purchesed at 2 loecal provision shop. It was e&scertained
thet 72 1lbs of such product had been sold, in slices
over ths counter, generally in quarter cnd half-pound
quantities, and no other complcint was received. All
affected persons completcly recovered and a bacteriolog-
ical examination of a portion of the tongue, recovered
from one of the homes, gave negative results.

(7) Food And Drugs Ahct, 1938 :

The Act provides for the compulsory registration,
with certain exceptions, of ice-cream shops, cooked
meat shops, premises where sausages, preserved food, ete.,
are prepared or manufactured for sale. All such premises
were duly inspected, and a summary cof the provisions
of the Act as to registration and the precautions to
be taken against contumination of food were served upon
the occupiers and a detailed report on the subject was
submitted to the Council. 46 premises were found to be
used for the purposes of preparing saussges and cooked
meats for sale. 31 fried-fish shops were visited, 27 of
which were considercd suitable for registr=tion. 50 prem-
1508 were registered for the manufacture or sale of
ice-cream.
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" In the early part of the year, it was anticipated
that difficulty of administration would arise as to the
purchase of quantities of rationed foodstuffs for analy-
sis. A communication from the Ministry of Health clearly
gave the procedure to be adopted and the difficulty was
overecome,

I am pleased to report that it was possible to
carry out the duties of & Food and Drugs Authority and
that the number of samples taken equ&elled that for
previous years.

The Food Executive 0fficer was supplied with state-
ments regarding the prices charged, descriptions applied,
and the Public Analyst's observations, regarding all
samples submitted for &nelysis under the Act.

(8) War Activities :

The depertment has undertaken as its contribution
to the War sffort, the following duties :-

(a) Billeting, (b) Supervision of Air Raid Shelters,

({c) Decontemination of Foodstuffs, (d) Various duties

in conjunction with the Casuslty Services, (e) War
Damaged Houses - voluntary rcpair of same, (f) Re-housing
of Homeless Persons and (g) Co-operation with the Services
on Sanitery matters.

Reports on these matters were periodically sub mitted
to the Council's A.R.P. Committee,

I desire to cxprcess my thanks to the members of the
Town Council, the Medieal Cfficer of Health and ell the
officials of the Corporation for their kind assistnance
during the year. I also wish to cXpress my sincerest
appreciation of the help, support end loyalty of Mr. E.V.
John and Mr. R.T.Probert, Sanitery Inspectors, to the
Student-Clerk in the Senitary Department, Mr.T.G.Hopkins,
who recently qualified as a Saénitary Inspector =nd is now
serving in H,M.Forces, and to the Student-Senitary Inspect-
or Mr. Grahem Frencis for his assisteance,

i am,
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen,
Your obedient Serveant,

é:rﬁqn. =;Q(u7udbﬂ

Chief Sanitary Inspector.
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