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Whilst there were some developments in the Ambulance
Service there is still a great deal to be done to reach the
standards found in services that have been operating with
full-time personnel for many years. The need for improved
communication and a twenty-four hour control will become an
essential part of the service in the extended area of Powys.
It was therefore with regret that I reported the decision to
defer the ordering of new radio equipment advised by the
Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications and designed to
enable all ambulance services to link up with their neigh-

-bouring authorities, both for routine work and in emergencies.
I trust that following consideration of this by the new Joint
Liaison Committee Working Group, that further consideration
will be given to implementing this scheme.

The School Health Service report shows how developments
in this service have been made in the field of special educa-
tien. The progress made in the services to the child
handicapped by deafness or partial hearing loss is now very
well presented in the report of the specialist teacher.

The report on the Remedial Services brings cut the
developments that have followed the appointment of a full-time
Educational Psychologist in the County.

At Brynllywarch and Cyfronydd the experience with children
attending on a day basis shows that where transport to and from
the schools is practicable, this has a valuable place in the
range of services provided and enables parents more readily to
accept places for their children at these scheools. It alsc
maintains the link with the home and this is seen in the res-
ponse from the child to the special education they receive,

Improvements at Llys Maldwyn and Newtown Special School,
both in staffing ratios, and in facilities, have given an
impetus to the work with these severely handicapped children.

The Co-ordinating Committee for the Handicapped School
Leavers has continued to provide a most valuable link between
the' services provided by the School Health Service and those
provided by other bodies for the adult handicapped, and in
easing the transition from school to employment for the
handicapped child.

Dr. Simmons' report on the Child Guidance Service in
North Wales and the service it has given to Montgomeryshire in
1872 emphasises the need for an integrated hospital- local
autherity service in this field. It recalls the beginnings
of this service in the North Wales counties and looks forward
to the future and the developments that could take place. The
outcome of these developments, and their effect in Montgomeryshire
when Powys comes into being, are not clear at this point in time.
One hopes that the links will be maintained and strengthened as
Dr. Simmons would wish.

; Mr. Reece's report on the school dental service reflects
the atmosphere of change. His secondment to the course in
Dental Public Health is a gesture of confidence in his
ability and will be reflected in the service in the future.
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VITAL STATISTICS

The Registrar General's estimate of the population
in mid- 1972 - 43,320, was 210 more than for mid 1871.
The population figure obtained from the 1971 Census
taken on April 25th, 1971, was 42,761, the lowest Census
figure since the first Census in 1801.

The population of the Rural Districts rose slightly,
an increase of 20. . The Urban District figures, whilst
showing an increase of 190 on those of 1971, had still
not regained the level of 1901,

The crude live birth rate of 12.6 per 1,000 population
was the lowest ever recorded and below the rate for England
and Wales. The total number of live bhirths - 544, showed
a decrease of 116 on the 1971 figure.

Deaths in the County totalled 612 - 50 more than in
13971, There was thus a natural decrease in the population
(total deaths, minus live births) of €8.

The statistics relating to infants, i.e. infant
mortality rate, neonatal rate and perinatal mortality
rate, ail show levels well below the national average,
but the stillbirth rate of 13 per 1000 total live and
stillbirths was slightly higher than the National Rate.
.The general picture, however, reflects the standard of
maternity care given to the mothers in the County by
their general practitioners, hospital staff and the
local autherity midwives and health wisitors, as well
as the general standard of living in the community.

The number of illegitimate live births decreased
from 63 in 1971 to 50 in 1972. The rate of illegiti-
mate births per 100 live births was 9.2 and was above
the National average of 9. Over the past eleven years
in Montgomeryshire this figure has fluctuated from 4.4%
to 10.4% (in 196E), with an average of 7.U4%,

There were no maternal deaths during the year.

STATISTICS AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE COUNTY:

Area of Administrative County v 510,110 Acres
Rateable Value - 1972/73 ses  £1,05L,423
Product of 1lp Rate - 59,942






INFANT MORTALITY RATES: England I
Rates { & Wales i
1971 | 1972 X971 3872
|
Total Infant Deaths per 1000
total live births 13,6 | 1.8 18.0 | 17.0
Legitimate Infant Deaths per
1000 legitimate live births El= i 2,0 170|170
Illegitimate Infant Deaths per
1000 illegitimate live births 0.0 ] 0.0 24,0 | 21.0
- Neonatal Mortality Rate (deaths
under 4 weeks per 1000 total
live births) S 258 12.0 | 12.0
Early Neonatal Mortality Rate (deathls
under 1 week per 1000 total live
births) 3.0 1,8 10.0 { 10.0
Perinatal Mortality Rate (Still
births and deaths under 1 week
combined per 1000 toctal live + L0 ] 1.2 22,0 | 22.0
still births)
i
MATERNAL MORTALITY (including Abortions) |
Number of deaths - - |
Rate per 1000 total live + still
births - h -
|
INFANT DEATHS IN THE TEN SANITARY DISTRICTS, 1970 = 1971
SANITARY DEATHS OF INFANTS
DISTRICTS 1971 1972
g Under IH weeks Tatall Under Iu weeks | Total |
4 weeks|- 1 yr |Under|| 4 weeks|=- 1 yr Under
1 yr, 1 year
lanfyllin M.B. - - - 1 - 1
1anid10$$ Hl-BI = = ~ = = =
achynlleth U,D. 1 - 1 - = =
ntgomery M.E. - 1 1 = o -
ewtown & Llan-
llwchalarn U.D. = 2 7 - = =
elshpool M.B. - s 1 s - -
EIURBAH AREAS 1 Ty 5 1 - 1
orden R.D. - - = - =
Yanfyllin R.D. - i 1 - - L= ,
dachynlleth R.D. - - - - = freme |
eWwtown & Llanidlces [ |
R.D. 1 2 3 - - ez
[RURAL AREAS 1 3 l - e
: ’ i
[WHOLE COUNTY 2 7 4 i - 1
| A



DEATHS :

There was an increase of 50 in the total number of
deaths feor the year 1972 compared with 1971 and a corres-
ponding increase in the crude and adjusted death rates,
There is little change in the pattern of deaths from the -
various causes as shown in the tables. This pattern has
remained remarkably constant over the last few years and it
is difficult to see any likelihocd of changes in the near

uture.

i}

= Deaths 1971 1972
Males 300 333
Females 262 279

562 61?2

Death Rate per 1000 estimated population :=-

1971 1472
Crude 13.0 1.1
Adjusted Y AR 1 T

o«

CHIEF CAUSES OF DEATH

1971 | B W Lo .
No, of | Percent, of | No. of |Percent. of
Deaths | Total Deaths | Deaths 1Tnta1 Deaths

CAUSES OF DEATH

|
Cancer - all forms 103 18,3 | -Lld 19.3
Heart diseases and
circulatory diseases; 218 38.8 i 265 43.3
Vascular lesions of )
nervous system 105 18.7 98 16.0
Fneumonia 17 3.0 19 e

|

Bronchitis 21 A 18 2.8 ]J
Other defined and |
ill-defined diseases 1y 2.5 12 1.8
Motor Vehicle and |
other- accidents 20 3.6 16 2.6
Suicide 3 0.5 3 0.5

Deaths from Motor Wehiecles and Other Accidents and Suicides:
1364 1965 1966 1967 14968 1969 1870 1971 18732

Motor Vehicles

Acecidents 8 Ly 12 y 10 5 B b B
All other

Accidents 15 13 B 11 g 13 13 1a B
Suiecide 5 5 2 2 3 ] 2 3 3

= 10 =










-Ql-THE FROM VEHICULAR AND OTHER ACCIDENTS

Vehicular Accidents Dther Accidents |
. Years 1971 1972 | 18371 L 8 7 2 |
| M F Tetal|{ M F Total EM F.Total]lM F Total
-0 -1 = = - =il = - 1 = 1 - -
L 1 - 4 - = - - = - - = - - = -
5 - 14 sl = ket | e R | R B
115 - 24 2 = 2 & 1 g S e i A =
25-- Ly RS s 2l - | - 3 H 3
fus - 64 - - = = - E - [ r i
65 - 74 1 - 1 - - TE 2 - = -
75 & over 1 = 1 - = - - 3 3 1 3 4
TOTALS B e 4 7 s i 8 ﬂl? b 16 5 3 8

EATHS FROM CANCER, ACCORDING TO AGE, SEX & LOCALISATION OF DISEASE

1972
{LOCALISATION | Sex 1-u 5-14[15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64]65-74 75 & Toredl
— WTELYre | yrs | vrs | yrs | yrs | yrs | yrs  over|
{Puccal Cavity M| =] = ol A f i - | = 1 ity
_ ete. ol e - - 1 = 1y S 1 T
| . R - - - =y TR E il ]
E;_aphagus (i ! . - 1 l = = [l 22 - I )
| o T [ = ] [ (! 5 4 T10
Eenach F ! 2 - - - L 2 T |
3 : =1 1 - = e 2 ) 3 T 1
Intestine gl | - i o 3 f b 3 2 g
;"I - “ =T .. L e = = El T '1?
LURE , Bronchus F = L - ! | iy 1 1 1 E | 3 !
|- AT . o o] =R 1 !
ol AL . - S5 [ a7 00 e Ik
Uterus BN - - - - 1 L | o
Prostate wl-1 - - - - - - | - 5 | s
= M| -1 = - - - 3 N 3 6 |16 |
| ekl 1 PR - S . 3 K 1 . JEr |
ET % = = = = X = | T
Leukaemia E_ ~ e el | ¥ 3 | g |
E9 - = = Bl [ 28 2L (28 (69 7
i | | j
s F| - i - - | 2 3 7 ! 12 o | iug ‘
BATHS FROM CANCER AND LEUKAEMIA, 1964 - 1972
i;ﬁchxsﬁTInﬁ : Number of Deaths (Montgomeryshire) |
OF DISEASE | 1964 | 1965 | 1966 | 1967 | 1968 | 1968 1970 19711 1872 |
Stomach T NEE 0 T 0 - S 1 O J
E: =5 |
g, Bronchus | 16 | 18 | 39 | 18 | 15 | 22 [ 18 | 16 | 20 i
-8 ] |
Bre as § | & uy i g 10 15 145 L2 g8
Uterus g Baoibwe 24 L 65 | 5 6. W5 4
P 1 i
Other Forms |50 g2 M Teh BEY Hui |55 | lss 57 L F
Leukaenia s AT T o [P
Eﬁi FORMS | @3 25 Llu? | 95 | 86 |11z | 105 | 103 | 118

- 11 =




ANALYSIS OF VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE TEN LOCAL SANITARY AUTHORITIES - 1972

Popula- | Live Rate per | Still- | Percen- Illeg- Percen-| Infant| Rate .ﬂmmﬁﬂm Rate per
tion Births | 1000 pop-| Births | tage of |itimate| tage of| Deaths| per 1000|(all 1000 pop=
SANITARY DISTRICTS ulation { Iive births | total Under | live causes Hulation
| births births mu year| births
Llanfyllin M.B. 10580 11 10.1 - | = 1 9.1 1 90.9 16 14,7
Machynlleth U.D. 17380 29 16.2 - fthe= 0 L3 - -~ 25 14,0
Montgomery M.B. 1000 17 17.0 - _ - 1 B.9 = - 17 17.0
Mewtown & Llanllwchaiarn UD 6200 81 13.1 1 L B 7.8 - - 80 12.8
Welshpool M.B. 7250 104 14,3 2l | 0.9 7 .7 - = 58 13,5
URBAN DISTRICTS 19,640 271 13.8 2 | 0.7 22 e N 3.7 287 14,6
Forden R.D. 4820 iy 9.0 T e 3 6.7 - - 67 i
Llanfyllin R.D. 8130 g9 10.9 1 Rl 1y 15.6 = = 125 15,3
Machynlleth R.D. 2420 21 8.7 1 | 4.8 2 9.1 - - 31 12.8
Newtown & Llanidloes R.D. 8180 118 14.5 2 { 1.8 5 7.4 - - 102 12,5 |
]
RURAL DISTRICTS 23 ,6B0 273 115 5 W 1.8 28 10.1 - - m 325 13.7
_ F _ _
,EMGPM COUNTY | w3 ,320 Shb L2e 7 e B 50 9.1 [ 1.8 ! 612 1.1
i | | |
| | M m
1971 Comparative Figures _;wLE 660 15.3 8 |22 65 g% Il e g.a05 562 13.0 |
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20PULATION TRENDS IN THE TEMN SANITARY AREAS OF MONTGOMERYSHIRE
1901 = 1972
" | : & T T : : f :
. | Population “ Population 1901-1946 Population 1946=1972 1901-1972
DISTRICTS 1901 1946 Percentage Hegistrar Percentage Percentage
s Increase or GCeneral's Inerease or| Increase cp
Decrease Estimate Decrease Decrease
Llanfyllin M.E. 1632 5 e =155 1030 =MD =332
Llanidloes M.E. 2770 2148 -22.5 2310 + T.0 -16.6
Machynileth U.D. 2038 1827 =10.4 17890 = 2.3 =12.,2
Montgomery M.E. 103y Byl -18.7 1600 +18.9 =
Newtcwn & Llanllwchaiarn U.D. BE500 L4901 =24.6 6200 +26.5 - 4.6
Welshpool M.B. G121 54Ty =10.6 7250 +32.4 +18. 4
[JRBAN DISTRICTS 20,095 16,570 =17.5 19,640 +18.5 - 2.3
Forden R.D. 5784 L7868 =17.2 LBS0 Lt e | -15.,5
Llanfyllin R.D. 12817 10820 =187 8130 =Z1.4 =36.1.
Machynlleth R.D. 4357 3224 =26.1 2420 =72L.9 =L, 5
Mewtown & Llanidloes R.D. 11848 9678 =18.3 8180 =15.5 =31.0
RURAL DISTRICTS 34 ,BOB 28,110 =19,32 23,680 =15.8 -31.8
WHOLE COUNTY 54,301 ki, ,680 -18.86 43,320 - 3.0 =231 .0
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CARE OF MOTHERS AND YOQOUNG

CHILDREN

CHILD HEALTH SERVICE:

The number of Child Health Clinies ope

rating at the end of

the year through the County was 16, and they are as follows :-

CARNO Village Hall 2,30
CALCRSWS Methodist Scheclroem  2.320
CREWE GREEN Brynhafren Scheool 3. 30
GUILSFIELD 01ld Sechool 2.00
LLANEEYNMAIR The Institute 2.30
LLANDRINIOD Llandrinie Hall 2.00
| LLANFATIR CAER. Health Clinic 2.30
LLANFYLLIN Health Clinic 2,30
LLANIDLOES Health Clinic 2., 80
LLANSANTFFRAID Village Hall 2,30
LLANWDDY N The 0Oaks 2.30
MACHYNLLETH Health Clinie 1.30
MEIFOD Church Eoom Z.30
MEWTOWN Health Clinic 2.30
TREWERN Community Centre 2,30
WELSHPOOL Health Clinic 2.30

Number of Children who attended during the

lst Wed. in each month

last Fri. in each month

3rd Tues, in each month

drd Weds. in each month

2nd Thurs. in each month

ard Tues. in each month

Znd & 4th Tues. in each menth
Last. Thurs in each month

2nd & 4th Weds. each menth
lst Tues. 1in each month

2nd Fri. in each month

2nd & 4th Tues. in each month
last Fri. in each month
Every Weds. in each month

Ist Thurs. in each month

Born in 1972 A o
Born .il'l J.BT]. : R o
BDI"ﬁ lgﬁ?-?ﬂ R OER & & @
Total individual children adang
2 Total attendances e

Attendances at Clinics in the Countv in th

Every Friday in each month
year ;-

v 337

e 339

i arz

e 1108

& @ l{'gag

e last Five Years :=

1970 1971 1972

1968 1969
Children under 1 year 32y 35y
| TOTAL Individual Children 1014 1046
| TOTAL Attendances byl1s § 800

| WELFARE FQODS:

302 36l 337
1171 1131 1108
K652 LEZ2E 4939

The County Council continued to arrange the distribution of
{Welfare Foods to expectant and nursing mothers and children under

[the age of five years at the Child Health
centres throughout the County.

=t =
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CONGENITAL ABNORMALITIES:

The scheme whereby all children notified as having
abnormalities apparent at birth are reported to the
Registrar General's 0ffice continued throughout the year.
The information required is cbtained from details entered
on the Notification Cards completed by the midwife or doctor
present at the birth.

Since 1965 the returns have been as follows :-

Number of Malformed Live and Stillborn Infants :-

Year No. of Malformed Live Percentage Tota
and Stillborn Infants Live & Stillbirths

1965 o 1.8
1966 149 3.0
1967 18 2.9
19648 16 2.6
1969 10 1.5
15970 o 1.5
1971 14 2.1
LEgEha 10 1.8

The types of abnormalities notified are detailed below
and are grouped under general headings as follows :=-

ABNORMALITY 1965|1966} 1967 11968 |1969 (19704 1971|1972
Central Nerwvous System y 8 I 3 2 - 3 1
Eye & Ear - = - = = = 2 1
Alimentary System 1 2 2 = e 1 2 =
Heart & Circulatory System - 1 - 1 - - - -
Respiratory System - - - - = kg = i
Urinogenital System - - - = N 2 2
Limbs 6 7 8 6 5 2
Other parts of musculo- -

Skeletal System = - - - b 1 = =
Other Symptoms 1 1 e 5 2 1 - -
Other Malformaticns - - p S 1  § 2 3 1

AT RISK REGISTER:

A Central register is kept in the Health Department of
those children who are considered to be at risk of developing
any condition that might affect their development physically,
mentally, socially and educatienally. This register is
compiled from information from many sources - birth notifica-
tions, hospital and general practitioners' reports, health
visitors, midwives and parents.
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Constant review is kept of these children and the register
kept up to date by transfers to the register of handicapped
children needing special help facilities, or to the normal
child health and school health records, whichever is indicated,

SCREENING TESTS FOR PHENYLKETONURIA:

The scheme to screen all infants in Wales carrving out
the Woolf Test continued and health visitors have sent the
test material regularly to the Cardiff Laberatory of the
Department of Metabolic Medicine, Welsh MNational School of
Medicine.

Ho case of phenylketonuria was detailed during the year.
A positive screening test result for Histidinuria was
followed up by further examinations at hospital of the child
concerned. Reports on bleood examinations were negative and
the child was considered normal and no further special follow-
up required.

FAMILY PLANNING:

The arrangements under the National Family Planning Agency
Scheme continued throughout 1971 with the North Wales Branch of
the Family Planning Asspciation carrying out the day to day
arrangements for the cliniecs in Montgomeryshire.

. The gervice provides for free consultation and free
gupplies to medical cases and free consultation only to non-
medical cases,

Cliniecs have continued regularly at the following centres:-
Newtown - The Health Clinic, First, Third & Fourth
Park Street. Thursdays in each month
frem ¥ p.m. - 8,30 p.m,

Welshpool = 'The Health Centre, Every Tuesday from 7 p.m.
: Salop Road.

The number of patients seen at the Clinics in 1972 was :-

Piinic New Total of Total No. of Patients
Patients all patients Patient Sessilons per
attending Visits Session
during year
Newtown 69 151 06 36 s
Welshpool 59 208 507 51 9.8
TOTAL 128 359 913 87
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NURSING SERVICES

EDUCATION AND TRAINING:

During the year a continued commitment has been accepted
to provide the nursing and health visitor staff with up-to-date
training and refresher courses. In this way the service to
the public is improved, the morale of the staff is maintained
and cother members of the Health Department Staff and colleagues
in other departments have been kept in contact with develop-
ments in the nursing field and the broader field of community
medicine. We are grateful to the neighbouring counties of
Denbighshire and Shropshire for the assistance they have given
ta us and for their readiness to accept our staff on courses
grganlsed by their teaching staff.

District Nurse Training

Five Community Nursing Sisters were seconded to take the
three week Theoretical Course at Wrexham and followed this
with Practical Training in their own areas in the County and
gat the examination for the National Certificate in District
Nursing. All were successful.

Refresher Courses and Study Days

The Director of Nursing Services attended a Residential
Peost-Certificate Course for Superviscrs of Midwives at the
University of Kent, Canterbury.

Three District Nurse/Midwives attended a Eesidential
Approved Refresher Course for Midwives at University Hall,
Penylan, Cardiff, while two attended a Study Day at The
Medical Institute, Shrewsbury.

Four Health Visitors attended a Non-residential Health
Visitors' Course arranged by Salop County Council at Shrewsbury.

Two Health Visitors attended The Annual Conference Df‘thﬂ
Health Visitors' Association at Scarborough, the Theme being
"Medico-Social Froblems of a Changing Society."

One Health Visitor and one District Nursing Sister attended
a Royal College of Nursing Conference at Church House, Westminster
on The Hational Health Service Reorganisation.

Six Community Nursing Staff attended the RCN Study Day,
Aberystwyth, on"Nursing in the Changing Pattern of Society.”

Three State Enrolled Distriect Nurses attended RCN Day
Courses at St. Asaph.
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