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. Llanwrtyd Wells Urban District Council

Report of the ifedical Officer of Health

1557
Mr.Chairman and Gentlemen,

I beg to subtmit my anmual report on the
sanitary conditions and the state of the public health in the
Llanwrtyd Wells Urban District during the year 1957.

In the preparation of this report I have
endeavoured to deal briefly with all matters within my responsibllity
regarding public health and preventive medicine and I have included
all the subjects specifically requested in Circular 1/1958(Wales)
by the Welsh Board of Health.

Section l.General and Vital Statistics.

Araﬂ‘litrii llllllll o B R E R F R R R R W 111-1111.-1-#-.*-15‘?5ﬂﬁr'ﬂﬂi

The Urban District of Lianwrtyd Wells forms part of the County
of Brecon and is situsted in the northern part of the County.The
surrounding country is agricultural in nature and farming is the
predominant occupation of the inhabitants.The Urban District is a
well known holiday resort where advantage is taken of the medicinal
springs 1n the locality.

Population.

cﬂ]‘.’lﬂuﬂ 1gal'ilitirii#li'l!lillli !!!!!!!! Il--l-il-rr?421

cﬂnsl'us 1951liiitlﬂ!lIl-!llilirlllllll-lllll-iil-llll-.llEEGl
EHti‘mﬂtBﬂ at Midasummern 195?11411-o--r&-nrll-.lrﬁlc'i
Population estimated during the last 10 years,

1948, 1949, 1850, 1951, 19528. 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956. 1957,

&40, GBR2, 660, BER2, B&2, b4is, &30, 520, 580. bBlO,

As will be seen from above,the population in the district is slowly
but surely droppling.

Ihmber r}f Iﬂhﬂbit'ﬁd Hm]sﬂs.-.#'.f-iiq.--1'1.||q|11p|lEBj Thiﬂ Ei?eﬂ
an average number of 2,7 persons per house,

Live Births, ilales. Females. Tobtal, Rate per 1000 Pop.
Legitimate 4 2 &
Illegitimate 0 0 0

4 2 [ 11.7

The corresponding rate for England and Wales was 16,1.The dlatrict
rate was therofore lower then the natlonal average and,as will be
seen,was also mich lower than the district death rate.

Iliegitimacy.There were no 1llegitimate births reglstered during
the year,

S5t11]1 Births. HMales. Females. Total. Rate per 1000 livestill birth

a (4] (] 8]

The corresponding rate for England and Wales was 22,4,The district
rate was therefore lower thon the natlonal average.
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Deaths. Males. Females, Total. Rate per 1000 Pop.

4 4 8 15.6

The corresponding rate for England and Wales was 1l.5.The district
rate was therefore higher than the national average.and regrettably
also mach higher than the district birthrate,

Infantile liortality.This is the number of deaths occurring in

chlildren of under one year of age.lo such death
occurred in the district during the yzar whereas the national rate
was 23,0 psr 1000 live births,

Maternal Deaths.lNo deaths occurred which could be attributed to
childbirth.This 1s a very satisfactory feature.

Deaths from Sveciel Causea,

INTe ot Tons. DY BE0 S e enime b mwinesnm i s Ly
Raspiratory TuberculosisseesssesnsasneHil,
Other tubercnulous diseasescrssssnsnassalils
EancﬂrilllIl"ll‘iilll'!iIliliililiiliilb-ill':ill

Analysis of Couses of Deaths. lialesyssads FemalesS..ssds
l'ales., Females.

Vascular 1251ﬂnﬁ,ﬂer?ﬁﬂﬂ EySthlliiiill!iiﬂlillii!!l!ilil'
CDPUHHT? D] B B g am ke e L s e T T
Other heart GlseBa0ceerninnnennnunninnsseletssanssssnnsce

?neumonialt!#!iiinit!t!itltt!i!--!-r;lt--.liiiil-i-li!liﬂl
Jﬂtﬁf ?&hiﬂlﬁ Bcﬂiﬁentiliiltlltrltli#illiil-I-1-!-!-i¢ilﬂi

The deaths are classifled under the headings given in the new
Abridged List of Canses of Deaths.

section 2,General Provisions of Health Services.Mr.H.Longden,
remained as your Publle Health Inspector until the end of November,
when he resigned,mainly for health reasons.The positlion wes not
filled at the end of the year.

There are no Committees,as such,concerned with health matters,
the full Council deal with all matters.

Loboratory Facllities.During the year laboratory facilltles were
avallable at Cerdiff,Newport,Carmarthen,
Swansea and Aberystwyth,The laboratory of the Public Analyst for
the County of Carmarthen was available for water samples whilst
any investigation required in the control of infectious disease
was performed by the Public Health Leboratory at Carmarthen.

Mursing Facilities etc.The County Council are responsible for the

provision of ambulance facilitles,home
miraing,maternity and child welfare,immunisation,and the treatment
of minor ailments,dental,eye and orthopasdlc defects.

Hospitals.The hospital needs of the residents of the districtifnr
all diseases apart from infectlious disease,are provided
by the local hospltal at Builth Wells.

The arrangements for the treatment of infectlious disease
remain the same as in previous years.Merthyr Borough Council treat
the patients fram the district suffering from infectious disease
end these are conveyed to Merthyr in ambulances malntained by
¥erthyr.These arrangements are proving extremely satisfactory.

For the treatment of snallpox cases arrangements have been
made by the Welsh Board of Health for beds to be avallable at the
Penrhys Hospital,Rhondda,

Hereford Fever Hospital also is sble to take cases of
infectiouws dlsease,
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Disinfection.The methods wsed for any required disinfection have
been fumigation and spraying.

cectlon S.S5anitary Clrecumstances,
Water Supplies.lhe water supplies to the district are now administered

by the Builth and Diatrict Joint Water Board.The major
water acheme for the district recelved approval during the year but,
at the end of the year,had not been put out for tender.

It is to be hoped that this or some other scheme be
Implemented as socon as possible as therse is no doubt that the water
supply to Llanwrtyd is far from satisfactory.Considerable difficulty
is experienced in supplying the upper reaches of the district.Whilst
the quality ls unsatisfactory,there being no treatment works,

Namber of inﬂpﬂﬂ-tiﬂnﬂ r:iaﬂEb-ll----t----i---qi-iii'-l ------ l-'iiilﬁﬁi
No bacteriological samples were taken during the year,

Drainage and Sewerage.The drainage of the district and the excellent

sewage disposal works continued to function
satisfactorily during the year.Certain works of maintenance previously
authorlsed were completed by the end of the year,

Fumber of inspections mod@esessssssssssssassserssssnsrnsssnnnsnl,

Public Cleansing.There was no change in the methods adopted for the

collection and disposal of house refuse.This i=s
collectod twlce weokly by a Contractor in the dlstrict and disposed
of by tipplng.

Sanitary Inspection of the Area,.The sanitary inspection of the area

was underteken by the Public Health
Inspector.The following details give information releting to the work
of the Public Health Inspector during the year.

Imisances.

umber of Qmplaint-ﬂ I"Eﬂﬂ‘i?ﬁd-.;-.-;----.-.------.a--a-.-----i-gel
H‘\mbar ﬂf ﬂﬂ!ﬂplaintﬂ invastigatadiliiliilliIIIIII.IIIII‘II."I"!I‘!'I!!I"IEE.
Nlt‘lbﬂl‘ 'U-f pl"ﬁmi&ﬂs ingpectadiq-i-iiiiii-lll-ilIlIilillll-llli-lltItllliiéﬁﬁ
Humber of premises revisited.ssssssssnsasstossssssssinsanssnssnadle
Number of preliminary notices 8erved.ecsssssssessssssaasassssnslBa
Hllmbﬂ‘.'." of abatement notices Earved.‘-ii+t¢illliiiililii'lllilli“ﬂl

Houses let in Lodgings.It is not consldered that any of the houses

in the district are of such a nature as to
regquire control under byelaws made under Section & of the Houslng
Act,1936,

Offensive Trades.There are no offensive trades in the district.

Common Lodging Houses,No common lodging houses exist in the dlstrict.

Shops,
Imber of 4nspections made by Public Health Inspector.ueesssessB2s
Hm'ﬂher‘ Df ﬂﬂtiﬂﬂﬁ ﬂﬂr?ﬁd..‘.l"'."li"ll'.I'i..l"l..l.'-.-."“‘ui

Licensed Premises.
Number of inspcctions made by Public Health InspectoressssesssslBe
ﬂumlbﬂi‘ Dfn{:lt-iﬂﬁa Ear‘r’ud‘t‘.‘..-.i"..li.iil!III.l.II.I-IIIII-!-‘-iI""‘G.

Fackories.

Mimber of factorles in the dlstricte.cessssscsssssisscssssasanssds
Humber of visits of inapactiﬂn A€ ansecsssseansssessisnssssnnsis
RWﬂhEI‘ Gf nﬂtiﬂ-@ﬂ Earvﬂdijijllllll‘l-‘l--l-li!.‘-l‘l‘.‘-f""‘""..'.li
Mumber of defects fulmif¢|.|||..qq§'.-§|'-lllitlli‘ll'li.ll'll*...'l'li
H“mhﬂ‘r le dﬂfﬁctﬂ I‘Eﬂﬂdiﬂd,.....-.-..-....-.n.----------s-----l-1-i

Camoing Sites.There are no recognised camping sites in the district.
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Eradication of bed bugs and steps taken to combab infestation.

One premises was found to be verminous during the year,and was
disinfested.

Rodent Control.This work is performed by a Couneil Worlman.

Nunber of pPQMiEﬁE inspacted+1piliiiltiit!i!‘¢i'll|l1'1*"-48‘
Humber of re-viasltSssscsssss -n-m;---«.a—--t-*!tna-ir-ititlil?ﬁl
Number feound iﬂfcatﬁd-lilliiilltit-!-iillii!t-iiiiliiiiili*4gl
Mamber of premises treated by Rodent Operatolessssssssassnnbia
Fumber of premises treated by 0CCUPIET asrssssasssssssnannsasds

The sewers were also treated during May of the year,.l7 manholes
were baitedi;bhere was o small take of poisoned bait in only one.

Lugal Proceadings.lNo legal actlion was taken during the year,

Tents,Vans and Sheds.

ﬂhmbcr BI visitalﬂ!il!lfll'I.i.i‘tlllliili‘!!!‘l‘il""ll'..D'

Fumber of oLl S s s s s s sa s s rmppsssnsanassssisssans tIlllliiliﬂi

Sectlon 4.Housing.No Council or private honses were built during the

yeer,Judging by the applications recelved for
tenencies of the Council houses,the housing need of the district is
not great,

Housing Consclidated Regulations,1925.Article 3l.At the request of
the Vielsh Board of Health,detalls of action under these regulations
are reintroduced.As far as the ycar under review was concerned,
proceedings were commenced with the view of demollishing one house.

Thamber of inspectians moade under Housing Rﬂttnotvtqirlni-livsl
Huber of notices Eer“adnnulql.lil—!ililiiliilill'ill""".'lﬂ'

Sectlon 5.Inspection and Suvervision of Food,.

In connection with clean
food no educational sctivity oceurred during the year.The number of
food premises,by type,in the distriect were:6 Licensed Premises,

2 bakehouses, 3 butchers, & cafes and 7 others carrylng on a "inixed"
business.

Food & Drugs Act,1955,Section 16.The premises registered under this
scctlon were b icc cream premises and & butchers,

Milk.Since the coming into operation of the Mllk and Dairles Act,

1944,the Council is left with the registration and supervision
of milk distributors.The rosults of samples taken during the jyear
are shown below.

Mumber of visits made to cowsheds and AairieSeserssvsssnnnnsde
Wuaber of semples taken during the year.,..............;.-algn
Mumber of samples reported as gntisfactorYesssssssnnssssasslls
Number of samples reported as unsatisfantnry....-......-;---2-

Five samples of milk werc also axariined for presence of tuberculosis.
All were reporbed negative.

Meat .There is no slanghterhousc in the district,ard meat 1is supplied
to the distpiet from the Minlstry of Food Slaughtering Polnts
gt Bullth Yells and Brecons

ﬂthﬂr Foods,.
Food Preparntion Rooms(ineluding bakchouses ).

lmrber of inspections mode by Public Health Inspectcress s +4Be
hamber of noticas Sur?’adillii'I'llllliqi-liii-l#'il-'l"""'"-.-"ﬂ.
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Ioe Cpream Premises.In view of the poasible occurrence of infectious
disease caused by ice crean 1B visits of inspection
were made by the Public Health Inspeoctor.

Wumber of prl:ﬂiuﬂﬂr rﬁtﬂilﬁranlaqca--1.-||-|----§-ti¢¢|rrtlito1|
Thanber of retailers 01111;‘"-1..--.;------11-------¢¢1-4|-¢tullt4|

The only producer of lce cream in the distriet complies fMully with
the Heat Treatment Regulations,

Pregerved Food Prenises,
Tumber ol _iﬂﬂpﬁﬂtiﬁﬂﬂiicm;no ----- -l-inl--ltfifrttrq-t----t---lig';t

Fried Fish Shops.There was no fried fish shop in the district during
the year.

Food Condemned.No food was condemned durlng the year.

Seetion 6. Prevalence and Control of Infectious Diascasa.

The following cases of Infectiouns disease were notifled during
the year.

Lobar prewronifaessssssensssssl CREE,
Influcnzal pnewionif..seesssssl CRBC,
F[EE.E].EIB.-'-'—----1:-------!-1'5 CRS0S «

Az will be seen the district was agaln practically frec fron
infeectious disease during the year.One case of neasles was removed
to Hercford Hospital where complete recovery resultod.

One of the ceses of pneumonia proved fatal.

Venereal Discase.The County Council has an agrecment with the Gencral

and Eye Hospital,Swansea,for the treatment of such
cases.The tracing of contacts and the following up of defaulters is
the responsibility of the County Council.

Tuberculosis.The following details show the position as regards
tuberculosis in recent years.

lumber of cases on raeglister at commencement of Fear.sessssssBe
Number of cases entered Auring the yeor.ssssssesssscsssssseele
Number of cases removed as deceasod.ssssssssessnssssacssersasle
Humber of cases removed as rﬁﬂﬂvﬁrcd."... |illlti!!l#iiiilli‘}l
Number of cases rerioved as left as districteisesssecccccsensele
Number of cases remaining on registsr at end of yearessssseeB.
Contacts of cases arc now offered prophylactic treatment by B.C.C.

The number of notificatlions in recent years is shown below:-

1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957,

Gl U- 21 D' 1. Dlln "'11 Et 5! EIII

Piphtheria Tmmunisation.
As a result of the National Health Service
hot,1946,ths County Council were responsible for the imrmnisation
of children ageinst diphtheria and details for the distriet will
be fourd in the annmual report of the County Medical Officer of Health.

Facllitiez for lmmnlsation are now
available at the ordinary Maternity and Child Welfare Clinics,
at the schools during the school mediecal inspections,and also by
the general practitioners.
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