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LLANGOLLEN URBAN DISTRICT COLWCIL

MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH
KENRICK HUGHES, M.B,, Ch,B,, D.P.E
PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTCR AND SURVEYOR

H, G, FAWCETT, C,5,I.B,

HEALTH AND HOUSING COMMITIEE
c ———— MR, K, A, MANN

The Committee consiste of all Members of the Couneil,

e T L L L L L L T e e Rt R g

I have the honour to present my Sixth Amnual Report
em the Health and Senitary circumstances of the Llangollen Urban
Distriet for the year ended the 31st Decembor 1958, togathar
with the informetion eupplied by the Public Health Inspector
for the same pariod.

Mr, Fawecett comencaed his duties as Publie Health
Inspector on the 2nd January, and has carricd out his work in a
most reliable and efficient way. I certainly hope he will
stay for some time as frequent changes disrupt the smooth working
of the Heslth Department,

We have been faced with three major problems for many
years but no progross has been madc as yot, They are e

1. The provision of & Scwage Workas,

2, The building of Council Houses,

3. Improvement and extension of our Waterworks to mcet
the inercascd demands,

The credit sqgueeze hes effectually postponed many such projects
so that the sooner it comes to an end the better, As things
stand at present the River Dee 1s an open sewer balow Llangollen,
which state of affairs cannot be tolerated indefinitely. While
there 1s no Sewage Works the Council is not permitted to build
Council Housee and the longer these works are delayed the costs
leap evor upwards, and so wo find ourselves in a wvicious cirecle
fgn which it will be difficult to break out without a stupendous
aifort.

During the ycar wo had an epidemie of dysentry which
affected moet of the childron attending the Infants School and
which last about three months,

Having been without a Surveyor and Public Health
Inspector for two months at the end of 1955, I wos glad to welcome
¥r, Faweett to f£ill the vacanecy, He has proved himself a most
valuable and helpful eoslleague and I should like to thank him for
all he has done,

I should 1ike to thank the Chairman and Membere of
;hﬂ Council for their kindness and consideration throughout the
ear .,

I am also indebted to the Clork of the Cguncil and
Mr, Enox for their help and for the assistance I receive fram them
in the completion of this Report.






Y1, GENERAL STATISTICS,
Arga of the Digtrict (In mcres) . « o o « o « » o 3,107,

Ragistrar General's estimated population . . . « . « 3,150,
M"ﬂ!" ﬂf iﬂ!ﬂhitﬂad hDT-lEEH [ ® B % & & B & B F B & 1,&5 ;
Rateable Value of the District as at 1lst OCTR, 1956. £31,264,

Sun rapresented by product of a panny rate for the
Year ended 31st March 1957, s » s s o+ o £116/18/11.8

POCULATION

The estimated population of the Town in 1956 is given by
the Registrar General as 3,150 as compared to 3,140 in 1955 and
34,1060 in 1854, These figuros show that our population has
remained at about the same level for the past three years.

It is unlikely to incresse much until more houses can be built,

Live Births - = = (Comparability Factor = 1.03)
MALES., FEVALES TOTAL,

)

2 Logitimate =20, G e o,
Illegitimate, EElS i [ -
Totals  _Z21, 0 S i 1Y

Birth Rate per 1,000 population --- Crude --- 13,41
-= Adjusted --=- 18,96

Birth Rate in England and Wales 1956 = = = = = = = 15,6

During the yecar there wes a total of 58 live births as
campared to 31 in 1955,

Thia showed a satisfactory ut unexpected increase as the
trend haed been dowrmards for the past three years.

The Birth Rate was 18,41 corparsd tc 10,16 in 1955 whea it
was balow the filgure for Englend ard Walee,

This Year our Birth Rets 1s weil above thaot for England ani
Walezs which stands et 15,5

Still Firths, Keles, Femaleg. Inted.

No 8ti11 Births were notified during the Year,

DEATHS .
Cemparability factor - +80

The total number of deaths registered wes 31 & compared to
<47 in 195€, and has shown a gradual decrezasa in the lest Jew yvesar:s.
Of these 16 were Males and 15 Famales,

The death rate was 9,84 as compared to 9,42 in 1953,

That for England and Wales was 11,7 so that Llangollen has
shown a lower death rate than the country ec a whacle fur the land
two years which speaks well for the healthy condition ¢f our town.

The chicf causes of death are given on the next paze.
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5 of aths

Mala Famale Total
Other infective and T g TR mEEE.
paragitic diseases. 1, - 1,
Malignant neoplasms !
g-Eth 18!1 l- =4 11-
ar mal ant necoplams,
Lymphatic, 1y 1, 2.
Vascular lesions of
nervous system, G S, 11,
Coronary disease Angina, alis ik 2.
Hypertension with heart
disesss, - La o 1y
Other heart diseases 1. 4, 5.
Tlcer of stomach & duodenum 1L - 1 5
Bronchitis, . A1 1.
Other defined and ill-defined
dieeasas, 2. Sa 4,
Motor vehicle accidents T - 5=
All other accidents. 3 - 1,
Totals 18, 15, 81,
_—_—— = [ o= e [ ]

\ The chief causes of death were discases of tha heart and
eirculation and numbered 12, A the majority of deaths
in Llangollen occur among persons over 70 years of azz this is
only to be expected.

There were only 2 deaths from cencer as compareéd to 7 in
1955, Thersa were no deaths from cancer of the lung snd bronchus
80 that we are given no grounds to argue againgt the i1l affectia
of smoking on the people of Llangollen,

fantd ths

Only one child died under the age of 12 months end was
actually not 4 weeks old, The infentile mortality rete
wae 17.4 as compared to 23,8 for Englend and Weles,

There had becn no infant deathe during the previous three

years,

8, INFECTIONS DISRASES.,

There were 20 cases of infectious disesase notiflied in 10E6.
a8 ccempared to none in 1255,

These were largely due to an epidemic of dysentry which
invaded the tovm in January,

Dyszntry is a disease which affectis the alimentery tract
and the infections organiasms are excreted from the bowel. The
infection mey be conveyed to the mouth by infected food, watsr,
milk, i28 cream &c or by the hands if not washed after going to the

toilat, There was a total of 88 casss of dysentry notified
covering & periad of January, Fabrusary and March. of those
4] were males and 47 fomales, An analysis of the ama

incidence showed thet 46 cessfas occcurred ameong children ag:d § to 2
gﬂ&ra, 14 children were affected under the age of 5 years, walle
8 persong were affected over the age of 2 years, Of thoge
latter cascs 20 were over the age of 25 years, and werc the older
relatives who caught the infeetion while atiending to ths young
children.

Investigetions during the outbrealk showed that altneough
notifications first came to hand on February 18th, tha disecsze had
been prevalent since the middie of Janmuary, A%t this late date
it was impossible to trace the sctual scurce of the infection or
even to be sure of the first case in Llangollen,
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Careful enquiry as to dates of onset went back to Januzry
16th, which was the earliest known case discovered, This case
lived outside the Llangollen Urtan Arsa bui attended the
Llangollen Infants School, This child probably started
the outbreak which was centred on the Infants School and spread
from these children to their familiss,

gpecimens from every child and the Staff of thao School
ware bacteriologically examined, of which 62 gave positive results
for dysentry bacilli, These ware excluded from school until
negative results were obtained. The local Doctors stated
that drug treatment hed wvery little effect in producing a negative
result as those mntreated by drug became negative just as soon.
None of the Teachers or Canteen Staff were positive, The
gpidemic had died out by April,

Cne factor which was respongible for the rapid sproed of
infection amorg the Infant schoclchildren was the inadequete
and out-of-date sanitary arrangzments at this schocl,

There were insufficient wash beaginz, no hot water,
ingufficient W.Cs so that it was Zipossible for proper hygenic
precautions to be taken,

I am indebted 2o tha help given by the County Madical
Officer of Health who allowsd Ir, Thomas, the Depviy Hedical
Officer of Health and the Health Vigitor to give their assistance
in coping with this epidemic.

MASS RADIOGRAPHY,

The M=es Radiography Uanit visited the town in Octobar,
These visits are orgenised by the Welsh PRagional Hoaspliial Lsand
in conjunction with tha County Councia, Ths Unil zioyed for
2 week and was stationed et Welfere House, Tha wisit
wag well advertised by means of well deosigued posters staiing the
times and sessions very clearly.

The number of persons who attenced was very sctisfactory
reapresenting about one-third of the populption, The toual
was 265 persons, which included 689 mem and women, and £76 children
from the schools, No definits cases of T.B. were found
but 14 persons werc regquirsd to bs kept under chserwvaiiin,

ANALVSIS IN AGT CGROUPS.

Under 60 &
15 16 -~ 24, 25«34, 385 =44 A5.59 OQver TOTALS
M., ¥, M F. M. ®. Me F. Meoow, M. R ke T

number

-

(Morwal)296, 84. 89, 34, 1628, 62, 89, 57, 78, 82,70, 3127 290. 5

62,
775

2. 3, 5. &, 6, 6, T, 2, 18, 4, B, § &7, &

CLASSTFICATION OF AFIIORMAL CASES.

'
-
.!|||

t 6,14%
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) IDMUNISATION AND VACCINATICN,

The County Council provide the facilities for carrying out
these services at the Clinics and Schools.

Children can also be treated by their Family Doctors should
they so desgire.

The Ministry of Health continuz to press forward with their
Diptheria Prophylaxie Publicity Campaign. Posters to this
effect have been displayed in ccnspicuous places. The object
of the Campaign is to secure the immunisation of not less then
75% of babies before their first birthday.

The numbers immunised during 1956 a&re showa below :=

Diptheria only: 5 - 9 yearsg
:?'
Diptheria and ) T ¢ .- 4 5.~ 9
Whooping Gough ) v - T e
Booster Dose, O, 4 E,= 24
R oy B

Vaccination arainst Smallpox

Q- ) years, 1 yaar, 5 plua,
Prjmw ] 1"? [ ] lﬁ E -
Revaccination, - - =

Vaceination against Poliomyelitis,

For the first time protectiom of children againct Polio
by vaccination was offered by the County Counci-.. Thorg parenis
who wighed to take amdvantage of this offer were required o
reglster their children's names with the County Lledizal Officsr of
Health. As only limited supplies of vaccine cre eveilable
this year only certein age groups will be dezlt with, 7 chlildren
in Llangollen who hed registered came within these groups zad
were vaccinated,

HEALTH SERVICES,

There have been no changes In the general provisicn for
Heelth Services since 1948, and the Clinics available are i-

1. The County Council Child Welfare Cliniec et Llangellen.
2. The Ante=Natal Clinic at Llangellen taken by the
County Obstretician,

The larger Hogpitals available in the immediste neighbourhood
are -

1, The Wrexham War Memoriel Hospitel,

2, The Wrexham Emergency Hospital.

3, The Wrexham Fever Hospital,

4, Tha Wrexham Tuberculosis Dispensary,

5. The Park Hall Orthopaedic Hospital, Oswastry.

Tha Ambulance Service is by arrangomaont with the Cofzo Mawe
St. John's Ambulance Brigade, and since July 1948 the dmiulsnce
Sarvice is the responsibility of the Denbighshire County Cournclil,
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~ SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE DISTRICT,

Sanitary Inspestions,

The following 1s a statement of the number and nature of
inspections made during the Year under the various Acts Crders
and Byelaws within the area :-

Housing matters - first visit. v 45,
second vigit. T o8,
Dangerous structures. sesn 1,
Fuigances - first wvigit e 37
second visit Sie B3
Water Supply - Works - ‘ow 116,
Defective services and
Was t&gﬁﬁ . Ty 42 L
Disinfestation and disinfections. e 2a
Drains sewers cesspools and privies, ... 4q,
Food premises. “ve a6,
Slaughterhouses. see 28.
Hilk and Baiz"ia&. T El
Factorias. . <0,
Amasement Houses i e
Schools, i 18.
Scawenging and disposal. ew 52,
New Buildinge, and alterations, ren T8,
Hﬂ.rke tnE - e '52 »
Miscellaneous, i 65,

Tﬂml 810,

Summary of Notices served.

Informal Bgmadied,
Dwellinghouses = structural defects 2
Nuisances 8 8
Water supply. - -
Drainage. 6o Ce

Water Supply,

The Watcr Undertaking's dircet source of supply is a
gatharing ground in the Vivod Arca.

This gathering ground has an area of 1,100 ccres and
comprises woodland and mixed farming,

There is mo impounding reservoir and the works esre fed by
ths Vivod stream which drains the area. During prolonged
periods of dry weather the yield of the stream is insufficient to
meet demands and has to be supplcmented by pumping from the River

Dee,

Water fram the Vivod stream and the River Dea are trezsted
in the same plant, first by sedimentation, then by gravity
filtration vging sulphate of slumina a5 a coagulent., The water
is then passed to 2 covered storage reservoir and on ks way
chlorene and armonisa are added,

Bacteriological Tests of Trested Water,

Number of samplee sent to Public Health Laboratory Shrewsury 12,
Number returned 'Highly satisfactory', “us sen 13,
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Over the past fow yeers the character of domestic refuse
has changed and we are now having to deal with an ever increasing
amount of soiled paper and food tins.

As far as possible all peper is sorted from the refuse
on the tlp and is burnt separately because there is a potential
fire risk whan paper is buriad salong with the other refusa,

During the year the North Wales Scetion of the Joint Scrap
Survey Cormittee asked the Council to salvege tins and scrap
metal from their refuss and they would underteke to remove all
such salvage at their own expense as well as paying the Council
& nominal sum for salvaging, Up to the end of the yecar
wae had salvaged approximately 13 tons of scrap. Since empty
tins are bulky and take quite a lot of room to bury, by salveging
we are alsc ccnserving tipping space.

The fire which had been birning in the tip since August
1955 was finally put out in February and stringent precautions
have since been taken ts prevent further fires brsaking out,

Houging: .

¥o Council houses have been erected during the year as the
Ministry have withheld consent for building until suitable plans
for a Sewage Ireatment Plant have been epproved. No progress
in this respect has been madé this year but it is hoped a Publie
Inquiry will be held during the coming year.

A certain number of private houses have besn built during
the year which fall into the following categeries :-

Campleted In course of erection
4 Police Houses, 1 House,
2 Houses, 3 Bungalows,
2 Bungalows,

Although a survey of houses in the distriet suitable for
8lum Clearance wes made in 1955 it has not been possible to deenl
with them owing to the lack of fzcilities for rehousing the
families who will be displeaced.

The number of houses raquiring to be dealt with under
Sectiom 11 and 25 of the Housing Act 1936 is 101.

Rodent Control.

During the Spring the Infestation Control Division of the
Minigtry of Agriculture Fishories and Food held a course in the
Town to train rodent operators. The Council suthorised twa
of their staff to attend this coursc with the result that we now
have two trained capable persons to carry out sewer and refuse
tip trestments and also to carry out minor trestments of Couneil
property é&c.

The Ministry as part of the course carried out a
comprehensive sewer trestment and we have since carried out two
moras successful sewer trestments. By keeping the sewerz
and river banks free from serious rodent infestetion we are
generally keeping the rodent pepulation to a minimum.

Two farmg in the district hold contracts with tae
Denbighshire Agricultural Executive Committee to keep their
premiges free from vermin and two of th2 business premises hold
gimilar contracts,

The Tammery sent one of their employees to the course to
be trained and they now cerry out their own treastments
successfully.
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Moveable Dwellings,

There are four licensed moveable dwellings in the district
all are situated in one farm. Regular inspections are
made to secure compliance with the Public Health Act.

Food Inspections,

On January 1st 1956 the Food and Drugs Act 1955 became law
and with it parts of the Food Eygiene Regulations 1952 which are
designed to secure more hygilenic conditions in premises where
food is prepared and sold, The regulations refer both
to the cleanliness of persons and premises.

Ingpections have been made at a large number of estahblishments
in the Town but the part of the Regulations dealing with
structural alterations did not come inte force until the lst July.

On the whole, food preparing premises in the Town comply
reasonably well with the new Regulations and every effort is
being made to obiain a hundred per cent compliance.

A 1list of foodes surrsndered voluntarily by traders is
given below :-

Bacon 67 1bs
Tinned fruit 120 1bs
Tinned meat 6% 1bs
Tinned fish 0Z .
Tinhed tomatocs 1bs
Tinned wegoctables 363 1lbe
Eveporated milk & tins,

e Cream.

All Tee ecream sold in the Digtriect is pre-packed and
manufactured by reputable firms outside the District,

Twenty premises are registered under tho Food and Drugs
Act, for sale only.

Millk a Dairiess

There is only one Licensed Retail Deiry in the Town,
Supplementary Licences have been issued to three distributors
who come into the District but have their Doiry outside the ares.,

Markets,

Throughout the Year wcekly auction sales have been held.
In addition to the Annual Sheep Fairs held in September, the Welsh
Half Bred Sheep EBreseders Association held their Annual Sale here
for the firat time, The 2ale was succassful and I understand
the Association would like to make it an annual event in Llangolien

Slaughtering facilities,

There is only one licensed private siaughterhouse in the
district. Slaughtering is carried on there onc or two daye
wackly. All cercases and offal are ingpected with the
full co-operation of the occupier, The cleanliness of tas=
premiges and slaughtering methods have been maintained at a high
standard. The guality of the carcases slaughtered has
been very good and the low incidcnce of discase found can be
appreciated from the following table.

In November a four year old heifer was found to be affected
with cysticercus bovis. The disease was localised to the head.
In accordance with the recommendations of the Ministry of
Agriculture in such cases, the carcase was put in deep freocze
rurle. perisd and the head and offal wore rejected,

-1 o -
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Carcases and COffal inspected and condermed

2] »In whole, or in part,
CATTLE SHELP
(excluding COWS. CALVES. and FIGS,
Cows ) LAMES ,
Number killed. g2, 4 44 910 5,
Whole carcese condemned - - - 2 -

Carcases ¢f which some

pert or organ was 12, 1 - 8 1
. —condemned.
Parcentage cof the number
inepected affected with 13.,04% 2% - 1,09% 20%
Alsanaa sther than T.B.
I, B, only,
Whole carcase condemncd - - = - -

Carcase in which some

part or organ was 2 - - - -

condemned
| Parcentage of the number

inspected affected with 2.,17%

w@——ﬂ“ﬁ———#—%‘#

Magisterial Procecdings,

Surmonses were issued under the Food and Drugs Act 1955 and the
Slaughter of Animals Acts against two persons for joint coffences
eoncerning illegal slaughtering of lambs,

The offences were usin% and permitting to use unlicensed
premises for the purpcse of slaughtering. The person
glaughtering was not using one of the permitted methods and he wes
also not licensed to slaughter. Finas totalling £18 wers

imposed.

Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948,
Inspections for purpsses cf provisions es to health.

“PREWISES Wumber Tumber of
cn Register, Inspections,Notices,Prosecudms

IFactories in which Sections
1, 2y 3, 4 and 6 are to be 2. & Nil wil,
enf Local Authorities

‘I.n which Secticn 7 is cnforced 2E. & 2 ¥ii,
i al Aunthaorities,

T 28, ) A
Cases in which defects were found,
ars, Found, Remedied,
conveniences
4 sble or defective 2 2
g !
i' Yours Dbﬂlﬂiﬁﬂt-lyg
T. K. HUGHES ,
OCTOEER 1957, Medical Officer of Hgalth.






