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Holywel! Urban District Council
Tom S

Lodies) Officor of Health, ‘%ﬁ"w“z
B, DyJ. Frocer MUEB, Ch.B. ,D.P.H.

TO TS CHATRIUN AND ME:BERS OF THE HOLYWELL URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL.

lr. Chairman and Gentlemsn,

I have the honour to present my Anmwal Report for the ;rear ended Deceubor,
Jist 1956,

Tie Registror General's eatimate of the population at mid-rear wes 8,190, The
population at the Census (1951) was given as 8,196.

The Birth Rate shows a rise. The number of live-births was 147 corpared with
139 in 1955. There ware 5 illegitimate births, compared with & in 1935, There
were 3 still births, compared with ncne in 1955.

The peath Rate showed 2 slight rise, while the rate for England amd “/nles uas
malterad. The total of deaths was 89 compared with 79 in 1955, 9ith the cver
inereasing nmber of elderly perscns in the populaticn, a rise in the death rate
m=t be cxpectod in the future. Approxcioetelr 11 per cont of the population is
65 yaars old or more. Diseases of the heart and circulatorr system accounted for
48 of the deaths, and cancer for 1i, therc being an increase in those two cousce
over the 1955 figuers of 34 and 12,

Ihere was a rise in the Infantile Death Rate. Sowen infants under a2 -esr old
died co-pared with two im 1955. There wore no deaths associatod with childbirth,
tne death was dve to a motor accident.

Te anglrsis of the causes of death amongst the pojulation as a whole tiows
that disccses of the heart and circulatory system, were the largest cause, sccount~
ing for 53 per cent of the deaths. The number of deaths from cancer in one form or
gnother was 1l compared with 12 in 1955, There were two deaths from notificile’
diseases (other than Tuberculosis). Two deaths from Tuberculosis were reported,

I% will e seen from the reports upon samples, that the quality of the water
supnly is satisfactory, and the quantitr iz becoming more adequete.

The total number of cases of infecticus disceses notified fell from 236 in
1955 to 10k in 1956, there being fewer cases of measles, Lut more vhooping cough.
Cne case of Typlhoid Fever occured.

Thore were 17 mew ceses of Tuberculosis notified during the year. liodern
methods of disgnosis and close co-operetion Letweon the various suthorities
responsible for the health of the population bring =mamy of the unsuspoctod cases
to light. lLost of the patients who go to Sanatoria quickly regain their heslth,
such has been the advance in rethods of treatment, 7e now find that instoed of
waiting lists for entry to Sanitoria, meny have empty beds,

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Council as a whole, and wour Officers,
for their acseistance which has been so readily piven to me, throughout the o,

I remain, lir, Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
D.J. Fraser.
ledical Officer of Health.






ANNUAL REPORT 1956,

SECTION A,

Social Conditions Including Chief Imdustrics.

There has been no change in conditions during the year, BEmployment within
the Urban District is provided meinly in paper works, woollen and other
textile works and in artificial silk works, Llany residents work in neigh-
bouring districts at steel works, and iron foundry, gquarrying, coal mining, -
and distributive trades. Holywell is the market town for a large rural area,

Area in acres - 2,428 - Statutory acres.

Population - Census 1951 - 8,156

Population (Rogistrar General's Estimate) Mid=Year 1956 - £,190,
Hid-Year 1956 - 3,200,
Mid-Year 195L = 3,210,
Wd-Year 1053 = &,180,

Mumber of inhskbitod houses, - 2,035,

Ratoable Valuc, - £101,662,

Product of a Penny Rate. £L0kL. 19. Od.

1

Vitol Statistics,

Theso are presented in tabular form, For purposes of comparison
fisures for last year are given, and where appropriate the rates for Englond
and Wales as 2 whole are also given,

TAFTE 1, BIHTHS.

Live - Births,

Male. | Femaie, 1 Total,
Legi timate 8l 58 112
Nlegitimate 2 3 5
Total, 86 | 61 107

Live Birth Rate per 1,000 populatiom,
1656 = 17.94
1955 = 16495
1954 - 20.22

Enpland and Wales. Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population.
1956 (Provisional) - 15.7

The birth rate rose slightly, and it is well above the rate for England
end Woles, 147 live births occured compared with 139 in 1955. There were 5
illepitimate births, compared with 6 in 1955, and 11 in 1954,

The Registrar General's Comparability Factor being 1.Cl, the corrected
Birth Rate is therefore 18.11 per 1,000.






TABLE 11, STILL EIRTHS,

| idale, Female, I Total, _‘J'
Llegitinate 2 1 3 {
Tllegitinate, - - -
Total. 2 1 | 5

it i !

Still Birth Rate por 1,000 Totel Live and Still-Births,

1956 = 20+00

1955 = Hil

1954 - 17-75

1953 - 2452

atill-Birth Rate per 1,000 Populaticn.

1956 - 0+36

1955 - Nil

1954 ~ 0236

1553 = QL9

Byland and Walos, Still-Birth Rate per 1,000 Live and Still Pirths.

1956 - 23+0

There wers 3 still-births in the Holywell Urban arce in 1956 compared with
nane in 1955, and three in 1954.

TABLE 111, Deaths {Genoral) Rate, Males, Fomales, Totals,

A ares (21l causes), 1956 ~ L3 L5 g9
1955 = L6 33 79
1954 = 53 33 86
Death Rote per 1,000 population,
1956 - 10.86
1955 - 9+63
1954 « 10.47
1953 -« 11.04

England ond ‘iales, Death Rato pur 1,000 Population.

1956 = 11.7
1955 = 117
1954 - 113

The crude doath rate has risen slipghtly but it is lowor than the rato
for England and Wales, The Registrar Ceneral's "Comparability Factor” being
1.11, the corrected death rate is 13.14. Thore were 89 deaths, compared with
79 in 1955.







TABLE 1V, Deaths (General) Analysis,

Rate per 1,000

Cause of Death, lirle, Fomale, Total. Population.
Tubarculosis, respiratory. 1 il 2 0s21,
Nophritis, nephrosis, - nE 1 Q.12
Halimant Nooplasm stemach i 2 3 0.36

" " lung bronchus, 5 - 5 0.61

n Il breast. - 1 1 0.13

] L] utﬁmB‘ e = o o
Other Malignant and lymphatic neoplasms, 3 2 5 0.61
Hypertonsion with beart disease. 2 3 5 0.61
Vascular lesions of nervous syrstem. 1 13 1L L+T0
Cororary diseases, angina, 7 3 10 1.22
Qthor lweort dissases, 7 5 12 1.46
Other cireulatory disesses, 1 6 7 0+35
Cther raspiratory diseases, o - 2 G2l
Bronchitis, 3 2 ) O=GL
Uleer stomach and duodenum, 1 - 1 Q=12
Pragnancy, childbirth and abortion, = - - -
Othor defined and ill-defined diseases. o, 6 10 1.22
heecidents (wotor), 1 - 1 0:12
Suicide. - 1 1 0.1
Congenital Lalformations, 2 - 2 Ce 2l
Pnouncnia., 2 - 2 024
Other fccidents. = - - =
Total, L3 Lb 89

It will be szeen from this toble that 48 denths were duc to discascs of
the heart and circulatory system, an inerease of 1k,
due to concer in one form or another compared with 12 in 1955,

death duc to a motor accident, compared with threc in 1955.

TUILE V. Deaths (associated with Prepnoney and Childbirth),

There were once more no deaths from those causes,

IAHIE VI, Deaths (Tnfantile) i.e, Infants Under One Year Old.

Fourteen deaths wore
Thare
2 deaths from Tuborculosis, compered with nene in 1955 and three in 1954,

fherc were no deaihs from Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Meningitis, Policmyel-
itis, Measles, Influenza, Fnoumonis accounted for two deaths.

Thers was ono

¥ale, Femalie, * Total,
Logitinate, 3 3 6
Illegitinate, - L 1
Total. 3 . L 7

Infentile death-rate of legitimnte infonts per 1,000 legitimate births,

1956 = 12.25
1955 - 15.03
1954 — 12.50
1953 - LGe66

=l
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Provided b the Hepionsl Hospitol Board are:-

Hospital mnd cut-patients clinic facilities.
Tubereulosis elinics and sanatordium accommodation.,
Mentol Hospitel facilities, including c¢linics,

S buent Clinjes, Situaticn. Date and Times of Cponin..
L' subsrculosis, Cottege Hospital, =~  Tuesday 10,30, a.m.

School Clinic, The Clinic, Holywell, Fridays 9.30. a.m.

Jotenstal Clinic, The (linic, Holywell, 2nd & Lth Thursday of ~ani

month. 9,30, a.m~12 noon,

Infort Telfare Clinde, The Clinie, Holywell, Thursday 1,30, p.t=h,30. p.n,
Infont Welfare Clinde, Church Hall ,Greenfield, Tuesday 1,30. p.r.-L4.J0. p.o,

Otwiredic Clinic, Cottage Hospital, 2nd & Lih Fridays 10,0, 2.0
. Holywell, = 12 Noon,
L
=%
Diphtheria and Vhooping The Cliniz, Holywell, Once menthly lsl Jroraday
Cough Iienisation, 10.0. B.I. i
Ophthslade Clinic, The Clinic, Holywell, 2nd & Lth Tuesdevs -4 %, J0,a.n.
Dental Clinics, The Clinic, Holywell, By Appointment. :
Mtra Violet Theropy. The Clinie, Holywell, Uondays, Thursdays 9.30. a.i.
Bar, liose and Thront : '
Clinin, The Clinic, Holywell, l!ondays 1,30. p.m.
Speoch Wherams Clinie, The Clinic, Holywell, 1st & 3rd Tuesdays TP
af ternoon,
Anti-rollomalitis Sessicns by arrangement, depending on supplics of
Iopavidsaiion. material,
B,C.0.V ccination apainst Tuberculosis - Sessions held in scheels by arron - ont,
Licaritals,

The provision of all types of hospital accommod™tion is the resporsibility
of the Cluyd and Deeside Hospital lanagement Cormititee. There are two gereral
hespitals within the Urban Area, "Part 3 Accommodation" is provided at Lluesty
wgliﬂal Hospital, and at St. Asaph, for persons temporarily or permonently
hovoless,

National Ascistence (Amendment fct, 1951 3
Hoticnal Assistonce Act, 1948, (Section 47).) (Romoval to some suiialle

8 of persons in need of care and attention)., One case was dealt with
under this heading during the wear. The person was aged and unable to look
af ter himself; he wes removed under a mogistrate's order to a2 loce) hospiial, as
he was old, ill, and there was a danger of the house going on fire,

SECTION C, WATER SUFFLY,

The water supply problem became very evident during the year, The rainfcll
for the 12 months ending December 1956 was very low and necessitated Birkendon:
Corporation rostricting supplics to emnsumers, Although the Holywell Urhan
District Council were not affocted by these restrictions thew were roguesind o
nalne o 10, redeuction during the eritical months of June and July and did in
foct wehicwo this reduction by publicity,

It is hoped that in the year of 1957 the cquestion of shortege will o
arice o it iz understood the schems of extraction from the REiver Deo will be
put into oporation about the middle of the new werr,

The lostyn Road Water Scheme was commenced in December and was plonned to
be corploted by Jomuary 1957. This supply will provide water for eleven
properties including 3 farms and a commercial parage.

b=






Figures for water sonsumption in the district are as follows:=

1953 - 73,968,000 gallons,
1954 - 87,814,263 gallons,
1955 e %;5#’?.6112 Eﬂllﬂns..
1956 - 28,234,740 gellons,

A1] sarmples teken during the year in the Urban Arca were Class 1
(highly satisfactory).

Chomical analysis of water is done by the supplyving authority.

The mumber of dwelling houses supplied from water mains direct to the
houses is 2,045 approdimalely; by stand pipes 315 approximntely; springs and
other sources 10 approximately.

Refuse Collection and Disposal.

Two wehicles are emploved contimually on this work with four men to
each wehicle, A regular weeldy collection scrvice is maintained but this is
not done without some difficulty at times, Of the eight men employed six
have been with tlo Council for some time but it is difficult to obtain two
rdiable uwon to complete the gang.

Disposal of the refuse is by controlled tipping at 2 site near Bag:i.'l.lt.
Road and during the year there wes a rather bad fire on the '"tip' which
burned for a considerable time,

Two rather odd incidents occured during the year in commgection with salvage
ecllection, On the first occasion the men romoved salvage from a loeel -
cobblers anddiscovered a new pair of boots amongst the paper and cardboard.
The boots wore revesled whilst the paper was being baled and were returned
tc the shopkeeper. The sccond instance involved clectrical goods from a
store and the same procedure resulted. Both shopkeepors were extremely grato-
ful to the men and wrote expressing their appreciation., The bonus system of
salvage collecticn has worked well and appoars to have sclved the Council's
previous difficulty in this direction,

Sani tapy Inspection of the frea, TABLE V11,

Farticulars of Notices and Inspections during the vear ended 3lst
Dacember, 1956 (required by Statute to be included in the Medical Officer's

Report),
TABLE V1l. Number of wisits made in connection with Pulilic Health Matters:-

Mumber, Nature.
431 Visits re complaints of sanitary dofects,
T Inspections of dwelling houses.
197 Shops and foodstores,
345 Slaughterhouses,
73 Re refuse collaction and disposal,
32 Re Infectious diseases and disinfectian,
22 Factoriez Act,
97 Interviews with owners or agents,
6 Dirty or verminous premises,
1, Bakchouses,
3 Sewago Works,
3 Shops re unsound food.
L2 Sarpling, '
- tion under building trrolaws,
3 Shops Act, '
33 Licensed premises,

o












TARLE X1, Carcases Inspected and Condomned,

iCattla | I : Sheoep
Excl, | Cows, Calves. | & Pigs. |
Cows. | H i Lambs,
| Tumber Xilled, wa {ae | ;. 1535 | 575
Humber Inspected, LLa J 12 | 3 ' 5,152 595
A1]l discases cxcept Tuberculosis i
vhole carcases condonmed, - i - i 1 - 2
Percentage of the numbor i .
inspected affocted with i | !
diseascs othier than L.69 i 22.22 | 3.22 | O+13 1.0k
Tuberculosis, | i 5 ; ,
¥ ' ]
Tubcreulosis anly. "hole e S TR S - - |
careasns condornoed, 1 |
Carcases of which some part or | ' |
organ was condorned due to Be ) 8 _— = A
| Tuboreulosis, i L ]
Parcontage of number inspected i ! | !
| affoctod with Tuborculosis, = e i = =
Carcases of which some part ] | ’ !
or crgen was condesned due to = ' i R I B
j disepses other than , : ;
Titheroylosis | |

Icz Crean,

No ice cream is manufactured in the distriect., A1l ice ereonm is node in
factorics cutside tho aorea, and sampling for composition is done in the oreas
of marufactro. All 22 promiscs retailing ice crosm are rogistercd with the
local authority and repular inspection is corried cut, A1l the samples talwen
for testing as to cleanliness were satisfactory.

Jdnspection and Supervision of Food-Shops.

Being the market town for a large rurcl area, Holywell contelns many
food-ghops. The standerd of food hygiene has risen, but much remains to be
done in educating those who handle food., If the public refused to bhuy Ifrom
dirtr shops the standard of hygicne would rise rapidly. Luch has becn deno
glso by rogular visits by the Public Health Inspector. 237 visits were tinde
to food-shops in this connection. Shop loepors mmst be made to reclisc Wict
they have 2 rosponsibility to the public in this watter,

L terhouses.

During the year another slaughterhouse was licensed and cormonced
slaughtoring, This was Fron Bulldings, Penyball Strect, which wes first
used in July, 1956. I am now of the opinion that the facilities in the area
are entirely adequate for thc ncods of the district, The work of meat insp-
oction is difficult enough and the addition of amymore slaughterhouses,cpart
from being unnecessary, will add considorcbly to the difficultics of insp-
ecticn already being cxperienced by the Public Health Inspector, Many
people do not appreciate that all the animals slaughtered in the arca are
inspected and are relsased as boing fit for human consumption, This work is
nearly always dons in the evening and, porticularly in the wintor, is not
the most plessant of duties.

The mumber of younger animels slaughtered has again incressed tremends
cusly with a considerable reducticn in the mumber of cows inspocted, Follow-
ing this ome would expect the incidence of disease to be lower and this, in
fact, was the case. e






Conderned Food - 1666,

Picealilli 1l Jar

Luncheon Meat 2 tins,
Stowed Steak 5 tins,
Corned Beef 10 tins,
Sardines 1 tin,

Tongue 2 tins,
Salmon (Fresh) 6 1bs,

Ham 4 tins,
Soup 6 tins,’
Tematoes 95 tins,
Beans 6 tins,
Peas 12 tins,
Jam 7 tins,
Fruit Salad 21 tins.
Strawburrios g tins,
Flums N,
Pineapnle T tins,
Cherries 3 ting,

TAELE X11, Food Poisoning,

Peaches,
Grapofrult
Flour
Chicken
Pork

Crab

Peors
fipricots
Oranpes
Widke
Gooscberrias
Pilehards
Saucea

Frozed Imported Beef

Calee Mixturo
Hermalade

Jelly Cryshels

Pruncs

20 tins,

1 tdn,

8 packets,

1 tin,

2 tins,

1 tin,

30 tins,
12 tinas,

L tins,

3 tins.

1 tin,

3 tins,

1 bottle,
68 1bs, °
29 packets,

g tins,.
15 packets,

1 wim,

There were no outbreaks of food-poisoning in the arca during the

year,

Factories 1, Inspections for purposes of provisions as to health (including
inspections made by Public Health Inspector) 1956.

Fremises,

(i) Factories in
which Jections 1,
2,3k, & 6 are to
be enforced by
local authorities,

Number of

ions.

o

Inspect-

Written
Notices,

5)

{ii) Factories not
included in (1) in
shidch Scotion § io
enforced by the
| Local .uthority

(iii) Other premiscs

in which Scction 7 is

| onforeed b the Logal

| huthorityr (oxeluding out-
workers promises,)

Total,

33 26







{2) Cosos in ihich Defects VWere Found,

| W/C [Numbor of cases in whihNo. of cases in which
: Line defects wore found. |prosecutions were
Found Reme- To H.By Hil.|
died MI. I. |
i |
| =i 1
: Want of Cleanlinecss | ! i
£ 5.1, } 2 2 = - | -
! Overcrowding
8.2, 5 = - - = | -
: Unreasonable Tompor— 6 = = = - | -
{ ature, S5.3. '
{ Tnedequate Ventdlation| - | _ | _ | . | - | N
S-!‘-l-. i
Ineffoctive drainage _ i
of floor. S.6, SO [ e R e 5
| Sanitary Covenicnees,
| 8.7. (a) insufficient | 9 ] 2 = " -
i (b) unsuitekle or
i defective. 10 1 1 & - -
(c) not seperato for
seXes, 11 = =4 - 2y =
Uther oliences ,
againgt the fAct
(not including i 1
offences relating to |
cutwork), 12 = | T - =
Total, 0 S R R X

Fagtories fct, 1937, Fart V111, Sccticns 110,111,

tworiors:

There were no outworkers in the Holywell Urban irea.

SECTION F. Provalonce of, and Control over, Infecticus and Other Notifiable

Diseases, 1956,

DISEASES |  CASES NOTIFIED, DEATHS.
Searlet Fever. 6 o
Wheoping Cough, Ly 0
licasles, i 29 0
heute Pnoumeonia, 13 2
Erysipelas. 2 0
Ophtholois 3 5

| Necnatorur,

Dysentery. 2 0
"T"lmrpgrral 1 o
| Pyrexdia, '

Tvphoid Fever, 1 0

Total. 104 2







T

Analysis of Infeetious and Other liotifiable Diseasas,
Discases 1956,

DISEASE Number of cases notified as having occured omeng |
: perscns of the apes imediately below specified.
- -
at alljunder 25 & | ape
ages. (Lyeary1 12 |3 |4 |5 -~ 9 | 10-1k |15-24|over munknowm
Yhooping Cough, L7 & =lells5l 19 = = 1ly L
deasles. 29 6 2l 6]-18 7 - - - -
- Under 5 5=l |15 = 441 15 - 64 |65 and | age
years. | over l WNOown.,
Acute |
|_Pooumcnia. 13 3 - - 3 7 I -
Erysipeles. - | = - 1 1 - | =
Ophthalmia I
Neenatorum, ! : 3 o = =~ s i L
Fuerperal I 1 I 3 1 i i gt
P!;_rr'lfrri_ﬂ. i = o]
' odd i i
mr. s 2 = = et [N L%
Total, ;E"‘ |

Fron the above tab 98, it will be secn that there were 104 notifications
of discase, (excluding iubcrculosis) compared with 236 in 1955, leasles and
Whooping Cough totalled 29 and 47 cases, compared with 211 and none in the
previcus year, There were 13 cases of pneumonia, with 2 deaths, The Typhoid
Fever casc was a young man who fell i1l after returning from a holiday in
Eira, He rocovered and was soon discharged from hospital. Another member of
the family had caught Typhoid some years ago whilst rosiding at the sarme
addreas in Eire, I wrote to the Medicel Officer for the district, and his
investigations showed that there had beon a case of Typhoid in the houschold
many years 8go, s0 it is likely that cne of the femily is a carrier.

Concorning the LY cases of Whoopdng Cough, it will be seon that the
children most affected were those botween L and 9 years. Six were under &
year old, This complaint is one of the most seriocus and disabling discases
of childhood, tut it could be prevented, or its effects minimised, if all
perents would have their bebies immumnised, It is now possible to have
combined injections (Diphtheria and Whooping Cough) against these tao
complaints, and this protection is offered froe, Irmmmmndsation is done at
the Cliniecs, and by the gensral practitioners.

TUBERCULOSTS.
Now Caoses Notified in 1956,

Thers were 17 new cascs notified during the year, 16 pulmonary, 1
nen-pulnonary, compared with 1k and 2 in 1955. The cases enalysed in their
age groups thus ;=

=12- Plaase mmrtamxtpaga.






fres, Males, Fenzles, Total,
Under § voars, o (W] 0
5 = 1k years, 0 1 e |
15 = 24 vears. 1 2 3
25 = L), years, 3 1 L
L5 - 6L yoars. 8 1 9
65 and ovor, ] (4} 0
Total.... 12 5 17

There wore 2 deaths fron pulmonory Tuberculesis during the yenr ccoupared
with nore in 1955, and threo in 1954, There were no deaths from non-pulmonary
Tuberculosis. The continued incidence of new cascs of Tuberculosis doos not
necossarily mean that the complaint is more prevelent then before, It results
from the wigilance of the genersl proctitiopers, and the cooperation between
thon and the Chest Clinics, leny of the cases were mild ones which might
easily hove escaped notice, The Chest Clinics are fully uscd,

Mass Radiopraphy, 1955-56 Propramec,

In the autumn of 1955 the Mass Radicgraphy Unit of tho ielsh Regional
llosmital Beard visited Holywell and wore stationed at the Clinie, 2,339
persons (1,060 males 1,299 females) were examined during this visit, The
above figurcs include children attending local grammar and socondary schocls,

Of the totel numbor oxamined, 25 persons ( 1k males 11 femalos) rocquired
further observation and 53 ( 22 males 31 fowales) were found to have chest
abnormalities,

In addition to the above totals, tho workers at lecal factorios were
examined,

The Mass X-ray scrvice is a most valuable ong in the preveaticn and
spread of disease, In place of the bivnniol visit of the X-ray Unit, it is
planned to hove the mebile Unit staticned in the Cliniecs for one day cvery
threo wocks., The general public may attend in the usual woy, and penoral
practitioners may also refer pationts.

The provision of immunisetion against Tuberculosis is epproved by the
Government, and arrangerents hawe becn made for this protection to be mede
available to children in Flint. ire. 4 start wns nade with 13 yorr olds in

and secondary schools. The service is of course entirely voluniary.
Trrunisation against Tuberculeisis is already available to infants and older
children, on the recommendaticn of the Chest Physician, where there is a
danger to the children due to the proscnce of a case of Tuberculoisis in any
family, By the end of the year, 1,288 school children in Flintshire had been
sldn teated, and 859 received the single injection necessary o give protect-
ion,












