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Holywell Urban District Councll

Medical Officer of Health, e

Dr. D.J. Freser l..B.,Ch.B.,D.F.H.,

TO THE CHLATRUIAY ANVD MEMEERS OF TIE HOLNELL URBAN DISTRICT l!ll'.:lT.H‘ifl:II...T5
Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present my Anmual Report for the vear ended December,
3=t 1955,

The Registrar Ceneral's estimate of the population at mid-year was 8,200, The
population at the Census (1951) was given as 8,196,

The Pirth Rate shows a slisht fall, The rumber of live-births was 139 compared
with 166 in 1954. There were 6 illegitimate births, compared with 11 in 195..
There were no still births, compared with 3 in 1954,

The Death Rate showed a foll, while the rate for Enzlend and ‘lales rose sliphtly,
The total of deaths was 79 compared with 85 in 1954, With the ever increasing mumber
of alderly persons in the population, a rise in the death rate must be expected in
tha future, Approximately 11 per cent of the population is 65 years old or more,
Diseases of the heart and circulatory system accounted for 34 of the deaths, and
cancer for 12, there being a reduction in those two causes,

There weg a fall in the Infantile Death Hate from 18.07 per 1,000 live births
to 14-38, Two infants under a year old died compared with three in 1954, There
wers no deaths associated with childbirth, Eight deaths were due to accidents
(including three from motor accidents).

The analysis of the causes of death amonpgst the population as 2 vhole shows
that diseases of the heart and circulatory svstem, were the larpest cause,
accounting for L3 per cent of the deaths. The rnumber of deaths from cancer in
one form or another was 12 compared with 15 in 1954, Thore wore three deaths from
hotifiable infectious diseases (other than Tuberculosis), Ho deaths from
Tuberculosis were reported.

It will be seen from the reports upon samples, that the quality of the water
supply is satisfactory, and the quantity is becoming mwore adequate.

The tckl mmber of cases of infectious diseases notified rose from L6 in 1954
to 236 in 1955 the main cause of the increase being due to measles, which totalled
cases.,

There were 16 new cases of Tuberculosis notified during the vear. There is no
doubt that unsuspected cases of tuberculosis are at large amongst the population,
dodern methods of diagmosis, close co-operation between the various authorities
responsible for the health of the population bring many of the unsuspocted cases
to light,

Information regarding the Housing Survey will be found in the Report.

In conclusion, I wish to thank the Council as a whole, and your Ofiicers, for
their assistance which has been so readily given to me.

I remain, Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

D.J. Fraser,
liedical Officer of Health,
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SECTION A.

Social Conditions including chief industries,

There has been no change in conditions during the year, Employment within
the Urban District is provided mainly in paper works, woollen and other textile
works end in artificial silk works., uMamy residents work in neighbouring districts
at stecl works, an iron foundry, quarrying, coal mining, and distributive trades.
Holywell is the market town for a larpe rural area.

Area in acres - 2,428 - Statutory acres,

Population — Census 1951 — 8,196,
Population (Registrar Ceneral's Estimate). Mid-Year 1955 - &,200,
Mid-¥Yaar 1954 - 8,210
Mid-Year 1953 - 8,150
Mid-Tear 1952 - 8,159

Number of inhabited houses = 2,332
Rateable Value £51,266
Product of a Permy Rate, £205, 13. 7.

Vital Statisties,

These are presented in tabular form, For purposes of comparison {igures for
last year are given, and where appropriate the rates for England and Woles a5 a
whole are also given,

TAELE 1, Eirths,
Live-Births,
Male, Femzle, Toteal,

Legitimate 71 62 133
Ilegitimate 2 L 6
Total, 73 (1.7 139
Live Birth Rate per 1,000 population,

1955 - 16.95

1954, — 2022

1953 = 1801

Ergilond and Wales, Liwve Birth Rate per 1,000 population,
1955 (Provisional) - 15.0

The birth rate fell slightly but it is still above the rate for England and
Wales. 139 live births occurred compared with 166 in 1954, There wore 6
llegitimate births, compared with 11 in 1954,

The Registrar General's Comparability Pactor being 1°0l, the corrected
Birth Rate is therefore 1711 per 1,000,
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Causc of Death,

.ualﬂ - Fﬂmﬂ-ﬂ [] Tﬁtﬂli

Tuberculosis respiratory.
Hyperplasis Prostate.
Malipnant Neoplasn stomach

. n lung bronchus.

" " breast

L " utorus.
Othor Malignant and lymphatic
necplasms.

Hypertension with hoart discase
Vascular lesions of norvous systen.
Corencry discascs, ongina

Other heart discascs.

Other circulatory discoses.
Otheryrespiratory discases,
Bronechitis,

Uleer stomach snd ducdermm,
Prognancy, childbirth Abortion.
Othor defined and ill-dofincd disocnses.
focidonts (motor)

Suieido.

Castritis, ocntoritis, dlarrhoca,
Levicnomia, aloukeomin,

Diﬂ'bﬂ'b&ﬂ-

Influenzz.

Fnoumonia,

Othor Accidents.

Total,
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It will be seen from this table that 3L deaths were due to diseases of

the heert and circulatory system, a reduction of twelwve.

Twelve deaths were

due to cencer in cne form or another compared with 15 in 1954, There were
no deaths from Tuberculosis, compered with three in 1954, There were no
deaths from Diphtheria, Whooping Cough, Meningitis, Poliomyelitis, ¥easles,
Preumconia accounted for throe desths, influenza for one and accldents
(including motor accidents) for eight deaths.

TAELE V. Doaths (associated with Pregnancy and Childbirth),

There were no deaths from those causes, compared with one in 195L.

TAELE V1, Deaths (Infantila) i.e. infants under one year cld.

ela, Female, Totals,
Lepitimate, 1 L 2
Totals, L 2 2
{ Lomn
Infantile death-rate of legitimate infants per 1,000 logitimate births.
1955 - 15.03
195} = hﬁ:%
1?52 — 21[]-2
1-?51 - j‘jih‘s
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Infentile death-rate of illegitimate infents per 1,000 illepgitimate births,
1955 - Nil
1%‘-# = W-?ﬂ
1953 - Nil
1952 - Nil
1951 = Ril
Infantile death-rate por 1,000 live-births (logitimate and illegitimnte),
1955 - 14,38
19514' i 13-0?
1953 - K402
1652 - 20,68
1951 - 32.25
England and Wales, infontile deeth-rate per 1,00C live-births,
1955 {Provisional) - 2L.9
1951, = 2545

It is shown that two infents under a yoor old died commared with three in 108L,
SECTION B, Genoral Provision of Health Services for the Arca,

OFFICERS. Medical Officer of Health: D.J. Fraser M.B.Ch.B.,D.P.H.,
Sanitory Inspoctor: G.h. Tymme H.5.I.4.,

Leboratory Facilities,

The Publie Health Laboratories at Conway and Birkenhoad.
The Publie Anslyst, Chester,

Servise provided by the Comty Council, An ambulance is stetioned
in Holywell on a 24 hour service. Sitting case transport is provided by
arrangenent with the County VWelforce Deportment,

COther services provided by the County Council sare:-

Home Holp,

Heme Mursine,

Damiciliarr WMidwifory,

Hoalth Visiting,

Diphtheria and Whooping Cough Inymunisation,

Tuberculosis health visiting =nd after caorc,

liental Hedgth wisiting,

Frevention of Tllness, Core, and after core,

dntonatal Clindics,

Echoal elinics and examination of school children.

it wolfare clindcs.

Vaceinction (by arrangemont) by local medical practitioncrs, and by the medieal
officor on request,

Dental Glinics, Corc of the aged and provision of residentis) accommodation.

Provided by the Repional Hospital Board arc:-

Hoapltal end out-patients clinic facilities.
Tubereulosis elinics and sanatorium Accomnodatdon,

diental Hospitel Fecilities, ineluding clinies, Date and Tioes
Traatent Clinies, Situation. of opening,
Tubercul osis, Cottape Hogpital, Tuesday 10,30 a.m.
sohoal Clinie, The Clinie Holywoll' Frideys 9.30.8.0.
Antenatal, Clinde, The Clinic Holyw:ll, ard & Lth Tharsdsy of
each month. 9,30. 2.m.12 noon
Infont Welfare Clinic, The Clinic Holywell Thursdx130p.m,. =4, 30p.m,
Infant Walfare Clinde, Church Hall Creenfisld, Tuosdiy L30p.mt.=h. 30p.m.
Orthopoedic Clinis, Cottaze Hespital, Holywell.2nd &Lth Fridi.éra 10a.m,
- noon,
Diphtheria and Whooping Cough The Clinic Holywell. Once monthly lst Thursday
Immunisation, 10 a,m,
Ophthalmic €linic, The Clinic Holywell, 2nd and 4th Tuesdays atq 30.
Dental Clinics, Tho Clinic Flint, By appointmont,

Sio






Hospitals.

fhe provision of all types of hospital sccommodation is the responsib-
ility of the Clwd and Deeside Hospital Managemont Commdttee, There are
two general hospitals within the Urban Area, "Port 3 Acconmodation" is
provided at Lluesty Generzl Hospital, and at St, Asaph, for persons tomporar-
ily or permenantly houséless.

Noticnal Assistance Act 1948, (Sectiom L7). (removal to some suitable promises
of persons in nced of care and attention). One case was deslt with under this
heading during the year., The perzon was an saged womon unsble o lock after
herself, she wos removed vnder s mapistrate's ordor to a locpl hospital,

eftor her livingroom wont on fire duc to the use of cendles for lighting,

SECTION C. SIATER SUPPLY.

The arronpoments mode with Birkenhend Corporation to aupment the
Authority's insufficient water supply hove proved to be satisfactory. The
problom of woter supply is one which is troubling most loeal authorities.
in North Wales, It 1s to be hoped thet more water will be aveil:ble from
the Birkenhocd Corporation's supoly, when that suthority will hewve comploted
its scheme for extraciion of water from the Hiver Dee,

Numerous repairs on scrvices, ball walves, ovorflow pipes cte. were
cerried out in 1955 which reducod wostoge.

Eryneelyn ond Station Hoad weter schemes wore put into operation.

Tha Brymeelyn scheme ennbled approximetely 4O zdditional houses to be
served with piped supply if required, Approxdimately 12 properties have token
advantage of this service and have been connected,

The Station Road scheme provided a better supply to the preperties
abutting this road. The old main wes too small to provide adequate water,

The lolwoy water scheme was put into operation to supplv high peints
in this orea. A tapping was taken from the 9" Holywell Rurel District
Couneil main from which Birkenhcad wator was drawn and supplied to the
Council's reservoir. There arc no premises in this area now with low
pressure difficultics.

Figures for water consumption in the district are ns follows:-

1%2 = 73;215,‘:”:“} Eﬂl]mﬂ-
1953 = ?jr%ﬁJm Eﬂllms-
1954 = 87,844,263 gallons,
1955 -96,5L7,642 gallons.
) Samples were taken during the year in the Urban Area, Of those 211 were
Class 1 (highly satisfactory).

Chemical analysis of water is done by the supplying authority,

The muriter of dwelling houses supplied from water mains direct to the
vi-oe is 2,005 approximately; br stand pipes 315 approximately; springs and
. » eouces 10 approximately.

ilafuge Disposol,

H ~ This carried out by direct labour and 2 regular woeckly collee-
tion is meintoined despite scveral difficulties the chief omongst which is the
labour shortage, Great difficulty is exporienced in obtaining suitable men
for this importont but unglaomoroug work.

Disposcl of the refuse is by controlled tipping and this is mow subject to
the necessory supervision to prevent muisance,

.












TAELE 1X.

Dwelling houses inspected for defects under the Public Health Acts
- 343,

Inspections made for the purpose of the above. - 510,

TARIE X Remady of defects without serviee of formal nctice.

No. of defective dwelling houses in which repairs were corricd out in
consequence of infermal action. - 143

SECTION B. Inspocticn and Supervisicn of Food.

The quality of milk from the point of view of compositicon is the
roeponsibility of the County Council, as the Food and Drugs Authority,

On 1lst Octcber 1955 only designated milks, i.e. Tuboreculin Tested or
Heat Treated, were szleable in the arca due to this distriet being
included in 2 "Specified Area" declared by the iinister of Agriculfure,
Fisherics and Food. This is a great step forwerd in the totol eliminotion
of fuberculosis in humans. There were 10 retailers selling milk in the
Urban Area and samples wore taken regulerly, all were satisfactory.

TAELE X1, Carcases inspected znd condemned,

i ) 5 o R ey _l i
%’;Eg Cows. [Calwes. |“§°F | Pige. [
e Lambsg,
Bumber Killed, 350 g1 26 3,656 TG
Eumber Inspected. 3%0 g1 26 3,656 g
41l discases cxcept Tubereul- =
osis whole carcases condemmcdd = &y 2 i
Percentzpe of the mumber
iﬂspﬂﬂtﬂd &ffﬁﬂtﬁd \'l'ith ?;B‘? 1?-?5 — cl-pi? =
discoses other than
Tubercylosis,
Tuberculosis only. Waole - ] 1 - -
carcasos condemned.
Carceses of which some part on
was condemned duc to L 9 - - 10
Percontoge of number inspec ted
affocted with Tuborculosis, 1,03 1 E P R - 1.39
Carcases of which scoe part
or organ was condemned due to i
discases other than n 16 i L | i
Tubarculosis, i
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Factorics 1. Inspoctiins for purposes of provisiocns es to health
(including inspections mede by Seniterv Inspocter.) 1955,

i Ho, on
Praniscs, J'E S e e
No.2, jE gons, Notices/Prosec—
(i) Factories in ot
which Sections
1r2:3.1|- & 6 ere
to be enforced by
locsl suthorities. 1 5 11 - -

(ii) Frctories not
included in (i) in
which Scetion 7 is

ﬁ%iﬁfmﬁw 2 o8 2‘? =, Z

(iii) Other promises |
in which Scetion 7 L. I

%ﬁ%b(m uni n,h ot—

TGT#L. , L 33 28 - S

(2)Cases in which dofocts wore found,

L L = 3 i
T g =}
3

v ibe ; of coses int

Ling defects were found, which prosccute

No. pound o 1o H.Ey H.M.ions were
-._.d:l.Ll:l ML, I, institutod.

Warnt of Cloininess.
[ i L g [ i = -

Overcrowding S.2.

Unrenscnsble Tenpor—
ature, 8.3, | &

|
Inedoquete Ventilation | i
b & .II.}i. ? i — — - ! -— -

wn
1
1
i
i
i

i Lwifoctvo drainage, i
of floor, 8,6, 8 3 3 - “ =

Senitery Covenieneos
8.7. (a) insufficiont | 9 5 1 - s o
{b) unsuitable or

defactive, 10 3 3 = 3 _
(¢) not scparate for -
SOsmS 10 ] - — il - -

Uihor offences,
sgainst tho Aet ,

(zo% including, | | |
offencgs relating | ;

Lto outwork), SR - OO =M -
= i i a
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