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Holywell Urban District Council

» Medical Officer of Health, e TR
Ds’a Dad, MER, oz,
ls Bs y ChoB.y DaPeH,. Glodypaeld

10th December, 1553.

To the Chairmen and Members of the Heolywell Urban District Council,

Mr,Chairman and Gentlemen,

I have the henour to present my Annual Report for the year
ended December 3lst 1951,

It will bié eleéar that T am reporting upon events which
mainly took place before I took up my appointment on Dccocmber
lst 1951,

The Registrar General's cstimate of thc populstion at
mid-year was 8,162, Ths population st the time of thec Census
was given as 8,195,

The Birth Rete shows a slight risc¢, The numbor of live=
‘births was 155, comparcd with 145 in 1950.

The 8t111 Birth ratc rot9 glightly., Thc number of still births
was L compared with 3 in 1950,

- The Death Eate showed a rise, as did the Death Ratc for
the country as a whole. The total of docoths was 105 compared
with 93 in 1950, With the ever incressing number of cldecrly
persons in the population, e continued risc in the decath rote
mst be sxpcciad in the fubure,

There was & fall in the Infantilec Death Rates from LB.27
por 1,000 1live birthes to 32.25. Five infonts under a ycar old
" died compared with scven in 1950, PFour of thosc fivc infonts
Werc under a month old.

I am glad to rcport thet once asain therc were no dcaths
from prepnoncy or childbirth,.

The analysis of the couses of dcoth amongst the population
aa g whole showsthat disenses of the heart end eirulatory
aystcm, followed by concer in one form or anothcr, wcere the
two largcst couscs accounting for over 50% of the deaths,

It must be admitted that the death ratec from canccr is rising,
but cancer is chiefly a complaint found in old ags, so that
with an ever incressing proportion of elderly pcople in the
Population, therc are bound to be more conccr deaths. As 1o
the causes of cancer, constent rcsearch is going on, In this
County, every decath from esncer is investigated, ond detcils
of the paticnts' life, work and even the preforences regarding
food, are rccorded,

It will be scen from the reports upon samplcs, that the
quality of the water supply is satisfactory, although thc
quentity is inadequate.

There is no need for me to cnlarge upon the housing
situation. To agsess the housing necds of thc town, it 18
necessary omly to look at the population figurcs according
tc the Census,

Census A population 2,652
EL = g 2 15149"'
1951 . 34073
193] = " 3s42
1951 - n 8,196,
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: Rate per 1,00
Cause of Death. Male Female Total, | population, |
Tuberculogle respiratory. - 1 1 0,12
Tuberculecsis other. 1 - 1 0,12
Malignant Neoplassm—stomach. 3 - 3 0.36

" "long bronchus) 2 - 2 Ue 21y
o "breast, - 2 2 Q.24
4 “uterus. - 2 2 Q:2L
Cther malirnant and lymphst i
neoplesms. 8 L 13 147
etk gemia aleukiemia, 1 - 1 0.12
iabeotes, 1 - 1 O. 12
ascular lesions of noreous
system. 4 7 11 1. 34
oronery disecase, angina. 5 1 & 0. 73
yoertension with heart
disease. 3 2 5 0. 61
ther heart discases. iz 8 20 2. 45
ther circulsbory discase. 1 5 4 Du 45
Influenza. i 2 5 0. 61
sumonia. 2 - 2 D.24
renchitis, 2 2 L D49 {
lecer stomach and duodenum 1 - 1 0.12
astritis, enteritis and
diarrhoea, - 2 2 Q.24
ephritis & nephrosid. 1 2 3 0. 36
ther defined & ill-defined
discases. 5 8 13 1.59
lAccidents (other than motor
accidents) = - 3 0. 36
Bucicide. - 1 1 0,12
TOTAL. 58 L7 105

It will be seen from this table that 35 deaths 333% wers
due to diseases of the heart and circulstory system:

21 destns (2C%) were due to cancer in vne form or another. )
There were 2 deaths from Tuberculosis, compared with L in
1950, Five personsg died of Influenza, There were no deaths
from Diptheria, “hooping coupgh, meningitis, poliomyelitis,
measles,

TABLE V., Deathe (asscciated with Pregnancy and childbirth)
1 am Tla

d to report that once more therc were no desths from
those couses,

TABLE V1. Deaths {Infantile} i.e. infants under one vear old,

i
Male Female, Totals,

Leritimate. 3 2 5

illegitimatc, = - -

|TOTALS, . 3 2 5
Infantile Death-rate of lepitimate infants per 1,000 legitimate
births.

: 1951 - 33.48

1950 - 49.65

- Infantile Death-rate of Illepitimate Infants per 1,000 illegitimate
birtha

1951 — nil- =

1950 - nil.
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TABLE X1 Carceses insgected and condemned.

Cattle Cows. Calves. Gheep & Fips,

excls Lambs,

CowWs. it T I ) Lo Lo
Number killed. 77h. Ao 258 3,551, 37
Number insrected. Tl 372 258 5,551 374
All disesses except Tubercul-

is Whele Csrcases_condemned. 2 L 6 32 1
Carcases of which some part or
orgen wes condemned. g1l a2 T 73 1
Fercentage of the mumber
inspected affected with disesse
%tggg than Tuberculosis, 14,50 12.3% 14,00 3,29  T.l2
uberculosis nnlya Vhole A : :

carcases condemned, 3 R [
Carcases of which some part
or orgen was condemned. L5 I5 = S 28
Percentage of number inspectod
sffected with Tuberculosis., 63 20,1, .3 202 9,09

TABLT X1V, Food Pois.ming.

There were no outbresks of food-poisoning in the area
during the year,

Ice. Cream,

%3 gamples of ice-creom were taken during the yesr. The
results were as follows:=-

9 aanles were iE Froviasional Grade 1.
i L1 T

1y : .
3 0 noo " T
i o ow " Wooq,

Investigation of the low grade samples led to the
taking of samples at the source of manufocture, where it
wag found that the standard wee hirh, The falling ofi in
purity was probably due to delay in transmission of semples
from Holywell to Conway. The longer the delay in getiing
gamples to the laborstory, the more opportunity the orgpanisms
of contaminastion hed to ineresse in numbers. buch of the
lee—=cream so0ld in the district comecs from manufacturcers of
repute, wh~ reslisec their obligations to the public, #~nd
who have a laboratory and staff of chemists of thoir ovwn,
This ice-cream is pre-=packed at the place of manufacturec.

Inspection and supervision of Food-Shops.

Cleanliness of Food Shope:; — It cannot be said that
the food shops in the district src sll clean. IN many
cascs, bthe most clementary rules of hygiene are ipnored,
Menyr persons handling food do so elther without overalls
or wearing dirty overalls. In many shops, in summcrp,
flies and blucbottles crawl at will over the food. The
dirty habits of licking a finger before jicking up wra.ping
paper, and of blowing into a psper bag to open it, still are
prectised. A vast amcunt of education in regard to
food handling remains to be done. Shopkeepers in
Northern '"slcs heve much to do before they live down the
geying thet Deeside is & recion of “grubby little towns
with dirty little shops." idodel Bye Laws relating to food
handling are in existence, snd they will be rigidly aspplied
when ado_ted.
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