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To the Chairman and Members of the
Heglth Committee,
Holyhead Urban District Council,

¥r, Chairman, Lsdy end Gentlemen,

I have the honour to present to you the Annual Eeport
upon the health of your District for the year 1554, As previously,
the report incorporates the Annual Report oi the Banitary Inspector.

nuninf the year under review the population of your Urbaz
Biﬂtriﬁt remained virtually static upon the figure for the previmd¢
year, en inoresse of only 20 being chown by the Registrar General's
mid—year egtimztion. The total Bsteable value hss ghomn scme
increase by £1,259.

The number of Dwelling houses has increesed by 100 but it
would appesr that the Business Premises have incressed by 242
ta & figure of 53l.

: The Birth Rate hes shown an appreciable progression from
14.2per 1,000 population to 18. 5, The respective ratos for
former 3Ears were for 1952, 15.2 ?9 .y 18,7, and for 1950, 18,2,
The current birth rote coampares w1th 15,9 for Anglesey ond with
15.2 fur Englend & Wales as a whole; - both of these lutier two
figurea having shown little change upon those for 1957,

This comparatlvely higher Birth Rste in igu Digtrict must,
ﬂ£ course, be considered in relstion to the Housing Wsiting list
the present snd for many years to coma,
The Stillbirth Rate of 0.4 virtually equals that for thu
‘whole County and also for England & Wales ss & whole, bul compare

with 0,29 for 1953,

The Death Rste hazo pot shown any very appreciable veristion
although the tendency hes been towsrds sn incresse, The pregent
figure of 12.5 contrasts with 14.2 f>r the County end with 11.3
for the ?hnle fﬂuntry.ﬁ % 3 2

=l ana 8518 4On i_.rﬂr]j';'&"‘“‘l"'ﬁl'f T Toe cansas o entt
shﬁﬂ'nm rezliy flguiflﬁﬁnt chonge, with the possible

don off eonged from concer oi the luns, which hove
niﬂe from | to B occurrences, As previously cnd as waz to be

‘EIp@ctBﬂ, the twe main groups of fotolitics wore scniic, that is
to say mélignant disease (cancer) and cexiiac (heari) - the

#g?etiva fipures heving shown varisticns of ¢nly 6 and 2 upon
19 of Hbtifiahlﬁ Disaasus. there waz ornly one epidemic during
the year, that o . hoopiag cough., As this discase is considel:d
the —eminent scourge of carly child life, perticulerly in
relation to parmanent or semi-permene=t lung duuesze, 1t 18 Go be
greatly hoped that parent will aveil themselves of the anti-
whooping cough immunisa’ion now offered by the local Health
Authority combined with protection against Diphtheria,

Yot again, there has besn no aprreciable vervigbtion in fhe
number of cases of Tuberculoasis notified, '"heie were no cases
of Food Poisoning notified as zuch.

The unsatisfactorily sited snd founded Refuse Tip at Pen

Bonc, ebout which adverse comment was meds in boe Lanual Repord _
for last year, had {c be maintained in use for lack of an alternative
where site would be scceptasble to all parties concerned.  Althougn
the use of an Angledozer has To some extent, ameliorated conditions,
and although screnes were tried out, this tip is, snd will
fnntinua to be unsstisfactory. The Sanitary In3pe¢tor in his

Teport comments st length upon this thorny problem of refuse
disposal.



&

As the rete of rehousing by the Council has been
increased by but 5 (to the grend total of 25) it is not conmidered
inappropriste to repeat the comments upon this subject made iu
last yesr's Annuel Report, but in view of the fact that the
Banitary Inspector deels at some length with this subject
it mey, perhaps, suffice to point out that the rate of
completion of new houses for people who are either overcrowded
and/or inadequately and unsatisfactorily housed hes been for
1951(70): 19%2(14}; 1953(20) and only 25 in 1954, In view of the
large need for rehousing, it is surprising that the morbidity
rote for the District was not considerably higher end indeed it
can only be suggested thet climstic conditions have in some way

revented & higher disesse rete. A3 has been mentioned esrlier

n this report the compersetively high birth rete exacerbstes
the "Housing FPicture’, The osition will be intensified when
the greatl; overdue Clesrance Urder to cover epproximstely 50
gpvelling "dwellings™ in the Whiston Street, Florence Street,lMoulton
Street ores comes up for finalisetion., At the end of the

yeer there were still 245 Housing Aplicants unsatisfied,

It is most satisfesctory to realise that the standard
of purity of thaet potentislly most dangerous of food commodity -
Ice Cre2em - has improved so much during the past twelve months,

It is 2ll the more gretifying to realise that it wag two of the
menufacturing reteilers who rose to 100% Grade I standsrd during
the @ ar, Both of the other two mesnufacturing retsilers zhowed
marked improvement, the one bettering from 23% Grade I to 83.3%
snd the other from 60% to 75%. There were no semples of Gredes
III or IV quality, This improvement is, yet sgsin, mostly due

to the psychologicsl effect of the Ssnitary Inspectorfs diligemnce,
and perhaps, in some smeller messure due to the effect produced

upon retailers of pross publicity given to instances of food
poisoning traced to ice cream snd indirectly having adverse

aconomic sequelae,
During the yeor Colonisl Students from the Weat Indics

gpent part of their training period nt the Town Hall and no
doubt will have benefitted grecetly from the help given to them
by the Senitary Inspector cerrying out his daily routine duties,

In conclusion, I should like to thenk the Chairman
and members for their interest snd support and the Cleark,
Sanitary Inspector, and other officers of the Council for their
willing co—operation and help.

I sm Lady snd Gentlemen,
Yours faithfully,

G.H.B. Roberts.

Medicsel Oificer of Health,
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VACCINATION AND IMMUNISATION

Vaccination agsinst Swmallpox.

A total of 36 children were vaccinated, of which
6 were re-vaccinations,

Vaccingtion against Tuberculosis

B.C.G. vaccination is carried out by the Chest
Physician in collaboration with the County Medical Officer and
his staff. The scheme provides for the vaccinstion of new-born
infants born into tuberculous households and of tuberculin-—
negetive contects of known ceses. During 1954, %1 such varcinations
were carried out in the District,

Immunisation azainst Diphtherias

The total number of children immunised during 1954
was 204, The ecrresponding figure for 1953 was 143, 1952,
2053 1951, 152, These figures include the number carried out
within the Sanitery District including those performed at Infant
Velfere Centres end also on school premises,
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The long term proposal for o refuse tip st Penrhos
Bach, originally made in September 1952, was recongidered in
June by the County Flanning Authority and planning permission
refused as:-

1, the proposal would cause serious injury to the amenities
r-of a coestal srea, and Penrhos Beach in psrticulsr

2. the site is lisble to flooding and the propossl does not
indicate that the epplicants will teke the necessary steps

to prevent flooding.

In October, Mr, 8.J. Roberts, M.I. Inst.E, an
inspector of the Ministry of Housing end Local Government,
conducted & Public Inquiry et the Valley Council Offices,
into sn sppeal by the Holyhesd U.D.C. azainst the refusel of
the lesey County Council to allow the establishment of a
controlled refuse tip adjacent to Penrhos Deach. The hesring
lasted sll day and the Council was represented by Mr, J.Z.
Jones, Barrister, instructed by Messrs T.R. Zvens & Co. At
the end of the Inguiry the inspector visited the proposed
site at Penrhos Beach, and slso the slternstives submitted
by the Anglesey County Council st Felin Ddwr, snd the Mountein
Quarry, as well as the present unsuitable tip at Pen Bonec.

In due course the Minister of Housing and ILocal
Government dismissed the appeal as the case for ellowing
tipping on the site wos not so strong as to warrant the grant
of permission in the foce of objections on emenity grounds,
and further that he considered, thot despite the fact thot
controlled tipping would be carried out, that the appearance
of the site during the period of tipping operntions would
be such as to deprive the besch ond public weolk of much of
its attractivomess,

This decision oppears to suggest thot the Minister is
far more concerned with preservation of lmmediate omenity, than
in the long term crestion £nd improvement of cmenity, ond
reclamation of land for agriculturecl or other use which would
hoave been achieved by gronting permiszsion to use the land,

Considereble technicel evidence was submitted st the
Public Inquiry respecting the dreinoge difficulty and it was
estimeted thot it would cost approximotely £1000 to provide
adequate damage fecilities, The view wes expresaed on bshalf
of the Holyhesd U.D.C. that it was 8 comparstively cheap and
gimple matter to repeir snd re-coen the existing outfall on
the beach, and the Council's Mechenicpl Excevotor demostroted
this durin% the Inguiry, Loter the County Council cerried
out wmork of a similar neture and l2id some eighteen yards of
eighteen inch concrete pipes on the foreshore ond there hos
been no flooding of the fields as in previous years.

It i8 oxtremely difficult to secure o rafuse tippring
site o8 vested intereast is bound to make itself heced, whilst
aEreeing that the project is essential on putl... healta grounda,
there is always the fundomental objection that somebody else s
refuse is by implication more unsavoury thon their own hygiznic
production. It is with & sense of frustreoticn thot two yeors
work on the Penrhos Beoch proposal haz to be written off ond a
frosh stort mode wherethe owner of the land may not be oa
fygsnthetic in outlook, ond as ecger for roclamotion of derclict

ond,

The income from solvoge saoles wos as follows:-
Faper 55tons ¥ cwts, 2 qrs et 00, 0 O
Rogs 3 ewts, 2 grs S £2,14.04,






In denuery, the Council made 8 Comy:” ory Purchase
Order respecting seven smsll houses in Cross Strest rnd 'z2ll
Btreet, which were reported upon et the Hoslth Comilttee meoting
in October 1953, C nﬁirmetian of the Corpulsory Purchasze Urder
wes received from the Minister of Housing and Iocsl Govornmant
in February 1555,

Iocal Authorities received their first post wer
Fovernment on Slum Clesrance when the Ministry of :-Iouaing and
Iocal Government issued Gircular 30,54 in Larch, This
Circular stresazcd that wocal Authorities shounld Torthwith
regume full exerciss of their powera under Pert II nnd Part IIT
(Elearanaa Araz) of the Housing Act, 1936, in snticipation of
the Housing Ropairs ond Rents Bill becowiing law as pooparatory
mork in reviewing Lousing conditions wouid enable offective
potlion to ba takern under the new low carlier than would otherwice
be possible, In pursuvance of this dirccetive, the Moulton Stocot
Clearance er involving 48 bousmes wos made in July. Thiz is
the largest single Cloarance Arca eover decler:d by the Covacil,
who had recognised the nocessity for clearance as far batk as
1639 whag the daclarction of VWer couscd official action to be

oned.

The Housing Repairs and Rert Act, 1954 came into forco
op the s0th fuguat, 195%, and doals with the two highly important
gistinct, but related subjects of repeir end denmelition of hnoses
and with rent inecrecses for repesirs.

The firet tesk feeing ILocul Authoritios under Part I
of the Act is the preggrstion end submission bo the Miruster
of Housinm and Locel “overnment within onz yoor, of propocals
for dealing with houses which are unfit for hobitstion. Tho Act
introduces o new principle known ss “deferrcd 4-aslition™ and
this csused considersble discussion in Porlisment  but it is o
compon sénse crrangement for those districtswhere there are
lorge numbers of unfit houses which ought to be clesrad, but which
cannot 811 be demolished for meny yesrs. Locsl Authoritics are
now given power, when they have purchesed houses in a Clesreonce
ATEed,; to postpone demolition and Lo patch up the houses to
ameliorete the conditions under which their occupsnts are forced

to liwe until the houses can be pulled down. Individual unfit
‘houses may also be bought for this purpose in lieu of making

Demolition Orders.

h The main task falling on Loca. Authorities under Part II
of the Act is that of desling with epplications from tenents [or
Certificates of Dis-repeir where a lanalord has clesimed a repsirs
increase in rent and the tenant feels that the house is not in a
sufficiently good condition to justify it.

In the perind 30th Augus., 1954 to 3lst March 1955, two
applications were received for Certificates of Disrepsir and two
certificates were granted by the Council,

_ At the Annuel Confersnce of the Banitary Insggctﬂr=s
Associstion st Fouthport in Septeuber, the President, rd kilner

said:-

"Housing will certesinly remain s major part of a Sanitary
Iﬂsgactar's duties for many yesrs to come, The Government's
decision to stimulate slum clesrance wna & very welicome step and
with the passege of the Housing Repairs snd Rents #fct, Iocal
Authorities now heve the opportunity of getting to zrip in esrmest
with this gﬁgeat of the housing problem, Decent living conditioas
are the Tfoundstion of good enviroumental sanitation, #nd in thia
wo.lx the Sanitsry Inspector hsz a key position now, 8s he had in
the 1930°'s when the former slum clearance drive was at its largest.
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