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L J Hay Urban District
Report of the Medical Officer of Health

1959

Mr.Chalrman,Lady and Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my report on the sanitary
conditions and the state of the public health in the Hay Urban District
during the year 1959,

In this reporb I have endeavoured to dezl
briefly with all matters within my responsibility reparding public
health and preventive medicine and I have included comments on all the
subjects specifically requested in Clrcular 1/60{Wales) by the Welsh
Eoard of Health.

Section, General and Vital Statlstica,.

ArBBssssssssdT0 AcCres,

The distriet i1s a small urban area of 370 acres
forming part of the County of Breconshire.It is situsted in the northern
part of the County of Breconshire.and adjoins the counties of Radnorshire
and Herefordshire.

PD ti - Gﬂnﬂuﬂ lgﬁ'lllliliiiiilliilllilill'ﬁ'ggl

Censug 195)ssenenessrsnnnasenseseldd,
Estimated Midsurmer 1959.secseeeeld20,

The Reglstrar General's estimated population for each of
the last ten yearsa is shown below:

1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957, 18568, 1959,
1456, 1433. 1439, 1448, 1450, 1450, 1440, 1420, 1430. 1420,

Inhabited Houses. The number of inhabited houses was 500,ziving an
average mmber of 2.8 persons per house.

Live Births Kales, Females. Total, Crude Rate per 1000 Fom
Legitimate (578 14, 20,
Illegitimate O, O, Oy

E-_. _I"l_. Eﬁl 1410

The corrected rate was 15,8

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 16.5.
The dlstrict rate was therefore lower than the national average but
appreciably higher than the dlstrict death rate.

Illeglitimecy.The mmber of reglstered illegitimate births was HNil,

Deaths,. Ma%as. Females. Iotal. Crude Rate per 1000 Pop.
¥ L] Eﬂl 2 - 191.':]'

The corrected rate was 10.8.

The corresponding rate for the whols of England and Woles was 1l.6.

The district rate was therefore lower thon the national average and also
lower than the district birth rate.

S5t111 Births. Males. Females, Totael Rato pe 000 1ive & still births
. 1. 24 .

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 20.7.
The district rate wes therefore highsr than the national average.This
1llustrates perfectly the effect that a small mumber of still births
has when the total mumber of live births is also small.

T'Dt&l Li‘ﬂ'ﬁ and S£111 Birthﬂ-;t'qp.p'iq--gp.-q'-pggq
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Infantile Mortality. There were no deaths registered during the year in
children of under one year of age.

Total Mortality ratescsssesssssssasesOs
Legitimate mortality ratescecssssssessls
Illegitimate mortallty reatoeecsssssssles
Neo=natal mortallty retosessses csanssle
Early neo=natal mortality rateseecesssls
Pari=-natal nortality rate.cssesseeP0.8.

Illegitimate Births per cent of total 1ive birthSeeessssss0F

Maternal deaths. No deaths during the year could be attributed to
chlldbirth,which was very satisfactory.

Maternal I‘-‘ic:‘tﬁlit? DL S e v l-rl--t-..'cll

Daaths from Special Causes,

Infsctlous dlsecseiessssrsensssnannssnsnneslilla

Hespiratory tuberculosiSesssesccsscccessenslill,
Other forms of tuberculosiScesessscssssansalilly
canﬂarli-oiiiit--iriiiillio-liriivolilit-tFivel

Analysis of Causes of Deathss MaloS.eeesTs Females..««20,

Canses. Males. Famales.

Mallgnant neoplasm,stomachecssssssssssosssnenslossnssnsnsle
Obher rnnlipnont nﬂﬂp‘lasmgiilililll-llill-lllll'l'llilﬂ'lliilll-lllil'll
LovkaemlBssnsesiasnatnnsiannsnnsnnunsniassssanlsanionsssnnis
Vascular leslons of nervous systemMesssssssssesDasnssnsnnsls
ﬂﬂrﬂnﬂ.ﬂ diaﬂaaailtilli'qj.il¢ji-ljiii}lii{‘i.ll'.litﬁ'il&}
Other heart diEEBSIlIIIillilillililli'iillIIIIE‘IlillIIIlﬂ'I
Bronthitlassensnossosisarsnness buesenssssinssodesnnenssssiis
Hephritj-s.llllllilliiiill-lIlIIl-l'll-l-I-I!llIl-ill"lﬂ‘-l-l-ll--l.l'-ll
Other defined Gﬂuﬂ'aﬂ‘iil-.-!-tilil-"ili‘--i-lililiglll..-liilsl

The desths are classified under the headings glven in the new Abridged
List of Causes of Desaths,. .

Hoptuery and Post llortem Faoilitlies. During the year,wlth the kind

co-operation of the County Welfare
Committee,a room at Cockeroft House continued to be used,Post Mortem
examinations can also be performed in the same bullding.Hay R.D.C,
and Painseastle R.D.C. also use this bullding for the same purposess

Section 2.General Provislons of Health Services.

Fublic Health 0fficers.The same arrangements exlsted during the year as

in previous yoeara.Mpr.G.G.Evans acted as your
Public Health Inspector,and was employed in a similar capacity by the
Rural District of Hay and the Rural District of Painscastle.

Laboratory Facilities. During the year laboratory facllitles were
availlable at Hereford,Cardiff,Newport,Carmarthen,
Swansea and Brecon.All water samples were sent to the Publiec Health
Laboratory at Hersford and Brecon,whilst any investigation required in
the control of infectious disease was performed at the Public Health
Laboratories at Cardiff end Hereford.

A11 the milk testing was done by the Public
Health Leboratory at Hereford.

Mursing and Other Feeilities.The County Counclil is responsible for the
provision of the ambulance and home nursing
services.The County also administer the maternity and child welfare
elinics where treatment 1s available for minor ailments,dental,eye and
orthopaedic defects,Immunisatlion against diphtheria and whooping cough
18 also carried out at these clinics.
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Hospitals.The hospital needs of the resldents of the district for all

dlseases apart from infectlious disease are provided by
Hereford Hospital and Brecon War Memorial Hospltal.Merthyr Isolation
Hospltal received cases of infectlous dlsease,

Disinfectlion,In the main the methods used for any required disinfection
have been fumlgation and spraying.

Secktion 3, Senltary Cirveoumatonces,

Vater Supplies.The water supplies for the town are taken from springs

and streams and thence to storage reservolrs,the water
ias then sand flltered and chlorinated,The two sand fllters at the Hay
Common Works ere used alternatively to allow for perlodlically cleaning
and relaying of the sand,

Althcugh 1959 was a very dry year a full dally supply of
water was evallable to the town although 1t was necessary to turn off tho
Hey Common Supply at night from the Sth.Jfuly to 20th,November to conserve
the amount of water in storage at the \Viorks.Generally the Hay Common
Worlka served the southern helf of the town and the Llangwathan reservolr
served the northern half of the town,

A check on the nmolns and service plipes and the repair of
:ang 1§&k8 haos resulted in a reduction of the quantity of water running

o waste,
Mumber of inspections....15, Number of sanples..2( 1 satisfactory
1l unsatisfactory)

Hay Area VWater 5“5213 Scheme «
inz the year further survey work was carrled out by the

Consulting Civil Encineers in respect of this scheme which 1s to serve
the Hay Urban,Hay Rural and Painscastle Rural Distrlcts,

Approval in principle to the scheme was recelved from the
Breconshire and Radnorshire County Councils,but the observations of the
Wye River Board were still awalted.

Lettars were received from the Bullth and Distriot Viater
Soard and New Radnor Rural District Council concerning the likely demands
of those authorities for water from the above mentioned scheme.

Preliminary investlgatlons were made by an Engineerlng
Inapsctor of the lMinlstry of Housing and Local Govermment,and the
Ministry have now suggested that during the first years of operation
all water required for the scheme should be abstracted from Llanbwehllyn
Lake and the proposal to toake water from the River Vye at Llyswen should
be held in abeyance.Accordingly it 1s necessary to balse the level of the
Lake to gain additional storege capaclty,and the Consulting Engineers
have carrisd out further surveys and levels to allow for this,whilst
this new suggestlion is being reported upon by the Consulting Enginecra.

Dralnage.and Sewerape.Further plans and detalls were preparsd by your

Englneer 1n respect of the Hay Sewagme Dlaposal
Scheme and these wers submitted to the YWye River Board.The Ministry of
Housing and Local Govermment and the Wye River DBoard willl requlre
additional details,plans and engineering information belfore the scheme
can proceed further.The scheme is further subject to a losal Flanning
and Ministerial Flanning Ingulry.

Publiec Cleansing,There was no change in the methods adoptel for the
twlce weekly collection and dlsposal of houss refuse,
The work is done by the Counclil's employees under the supsrvision of
our Public Health Inspector.The refuse is then dlsposed of by norktrolled

ipping.Wiaste paper 1s collected and sume 18tons was sent to the mlug
in 1958,

Sanitary Inspect the frea.The sanitary inspection of +the area was
unﬂarbnkenf%? thﬁ I'nblic Healtn Inapector

The following details glve information relating to the work of the
Fublic Hemlth Inspector durlnz the year.
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Nuilsances.

Iamber of cuq:lplaiuts recolvedisssens liiiilllllltzll
Nimber of cmﬂpl&iﬂtﬂ in?ﬁﬂtig&tﬂd-f- s i
Hmbﬂr Df pI"H!:".iSﬁB 1nsﬁectﬁd'l-§l-Iliiiijilp‘q"ieli
Hu!ﬂbﬁrr‘ ﬂf prﬂmisﬂs rﬁ‘visitﬂdll|l----i'liuol-l-ll'5¢
Mumber of Pralminﬁﬂ notices servedisss ltp----+|0.
Mumber of Sﬁﬂ.tutﬂrﬁ' noticeszs served.. ililifljl..l.ﬂi

Houses let in Lodgings.It 13 not considered that any of the houses in the
distriect are of such & nature as to reguire control
under byclaws made under Section 6 of the Housing Act,1936,

Offensive Trodes, There are no offensive trades in the districh.

Common Ledging Houses, There are no cormon lodging houses in the district.

Licensed Fremises.

Tumber of visits made by Publie Health Inspectorlssesecscesssss25e
There are 8 licensed premises in the arec,

In addition there areZ licensed clubs and 2 off licence shops.

ShDESt
lumber of 1n5§ﬁﬂtiﬂn5 mﬂ-ﬁiiﬁiiililiilﬁilﬁi-’p"‘ﬁ'.‘qf;.."."gﬁ‘

Campiryr Sites.There is no licensed camping site in the district.

Tanks,Vana,Sheds,

Nunber O VISt Sasssvsnessncssnastobotones nabosesssi e tesssny

Eradication of Bed Bugs and Steps taken to combat infestatlon.
Ay premlses Found as a result of investigation or complaint to bhe
infested with bed tuzs or other vermin are treated with D.D.T.preparations,

HUJ'_‘I.bﬁl"‘ 'Df I}T"Eli"_fliﬂﬂﬁ 1n3p'ﬂﬂtﬂdt|!'lrll'lr'-'liiiiiliiitlilttititflﬂl

Rodent Control.One full time operator 1s engaged by the Council.This same
operntor 1s also encaged by the Haoy Rural District Council.
This operator worked under the supervision of the Public Health Inspectors

Number of prémisés Inspected during the FeArscssssssscssssdlly
Number of premises found 1InfestodeseccscissscsssossscssnneasdBy
Number of premises treated by opOrR&bor.sscccsssssnsasesssssdTs
Number of prem’iﬂaﬁ treated h'.'gr gccupiﬂrlililililililiIIIIllizll
Fmber of dead rats Pickﬁd uplll-lll--lli-lll-ililliiillll.liillllllﬁal
Estimated number of rats killed during the yearssssssssss+268,

A total of 19 road gullies were treated during the year and 8 showed
evidence of infestaticon.ls sewer manholes were alsoc treated and of these
7 were infested,.

Legal Proceedings.lNo legal legal proceedings were undertaken by the
Council during the year.

Section 4,Housing,Therse were no houses erected by the Council during
the year.There are 43 applicants on the Councll's
walting list for new housesj;of these 36 are living in houses and 7 in rooms.
14 of the applicants are 1iving in houses which should be considered
Tor demolitlon.
The applicants could he housed as Tfollows:i=
10 in one-bedroom flats or bungalows
16 In two=bedroom houses
14 in three-bedroon honses
5 in four-bedroon houses



K8 Hay Urban District

Three applications were received and approved for a Grant under the
Houslng Acts to carry out Improvements = the work on ons houso was
canpleted durlng the year.

In addition,five applications for Standard Gronts were approved and
three of these were completed in the year,
IThmber of housing ingpectlons madGscsssssesvsssssdile

Housing Consolidated Rgrulations 1925 and 1932 (Article 31)

1. The nmber of houses which on inspection were considersd
tu ba lmfit fl:l'l"' hm'lﬂn }m.‘u‘itatinn"..l.".‘.‘lil‘Il"llll.l‘.‘lﬂﬁ

2. The mmber of houses ths defectz in which were remedisd
in consequence of informal action by the local authority
Qr hMir Drricerﬂlilllllililllllillliiillidliililblfriiilthlq]l.....l.

2« The mumber of representations made to the local
authority with a view to (a) the serving of notices
requiring the executlion of works,or (b)the making of
dannlitiﬂn or ﬁlﬁsing [y 8 .- ) R L S A O 0.

4. The mumber of notices serving requirins the execution

ﬂI."UrkB‘.lilil'l‘ iiiii iilIiilli..tlli'illiil‘fl.lliiilili-l-lirllil-ll:'.

9« The mmmber of houses which were rendered fit after
Haﬂiﬂe Gf rumal nﬂtiﬂa."llj.llllllll'I'-l--l-llll-"l-l'lfl.'l..ﬂl

6, The mmber of demollition or cleosing orders MAdS.ceesassssanssnale

7« The mmber of houses in respect of which an
undertaking was accepted under Section 16 of the

Eﬂuﬂinﬁ Act.lgﬁq'iiili'iiII-I'IIll."iilli!lI'i!!fiil!l!l‘lﬂi‘lﬂ-ﬁ!'lnl

'B.- Hmbﬂr ﬂ‘f hﬂuﬂ&ﬂ dﬂmﬂliﬂ]fmt:q..q-p}..-.11;1-|;---;--.aq--.;-.-qqgﬂf

Section 5, Inspection and Supervision.of Fool.

Milk. Eince the last.October 1949 local authorities are left with the
licenging and control of distributors or dealers.

Number of dealers registered selling T.T.lasteurdsed and
Btgrﬂis&d Iﬂilk.i."‘ll"l‘l‘i'l‘lill!'-ii'll'l'llll‘ll‘llllliiiIIlIitiil!l'lIlll‘
There i1z one dairy regilstered in your district,

H‘Mbﬂr tﬁ" Bmples taken d1m1nﬁ thﬁ FaarIlIIIIlllli'lll.i'.i.il'l‘lgi
Hmhﬁr d‘ Emplﬁ& rﬂpﬂl‘tﬂd Hﬂ Eatiﬂfﬂutﬁw;qii--q'|.‘-|'|.p.'|-lpﬁ-2.

There are two producer/retallers delivering milk in your district and
these two hold licences to sell designated milk.

Heat,Three slauzhterhouses are registered in the district.ill condemned
meat 1s collected by a Hereford firm who deal in waste food
products,
All other condemned foods are disposed of in the Council's refuse
tip,after spraying with fluorescent stain,
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Carceses and Offal Inspected and Condemned in whole or part

Cattle Calves 8Sheep Pigs Horses

and

Lomba
Mumber killed(if known)
Number inapected 298 - 1727 a7 -
All disenses except
Tuberculosls & gticercl
Whole carcases condemned - - - - -
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned 15 - 52 = -
Percentage of the number
Inspected affected wilith
disease other than
tuberculosis & oysticercl Sat3 - .01 Selo -
Tuberculosis only
Whole carcases condemned - - = - -
Carcages of which some part
or organ was condemned i - - 1 -
Paprcantage of the number
inspected affected with
tubareulaosis - - - 1,05 =
Cysticercosls
Carcases of which some part
or organ was condemned - - - - -
Carcases sutmitted to
treatment by refrigeratlion - - - - -
Generalised and totally
condemned - - - = =

Hest Condermned. Cabtle....80 1bs, Okher animalasess«TO 1ha,

Other Foods Condemned. TiNgaeessalBO, Poundsa Wﬂiﬁhttiﬁat

Nmﬁbﬂr Qr Viﬂitﬂ tﬂ Blauﬂhtﬁrhﬂusa.|"||g"|g|||.'||'j|1ag‘

Other Foods.There are 34 shops dealing in foods in your district and
may be tabulated as follows:-

Grﬂﬂﬂrsll|IlllillilI'.i.llillilll.‘ll&'
Graﬁﬂgrﬂﬂars.ln;-;.apn-q;rqq---aq;...li
Greengrocer/Confectionersscsssssessssda
GrucerfﬁakariliilliIIiIII"II'lIll..‘l'
Fishminger/Greensrotersscsssassesssssa
Confectioner/Tobacconistessssnsssssnsis
REﬂtaurﬂntsiiiliiillliiiliillllllllllﬁl
Fish and chlp shopSssesssssssssssnsaals

BubcherSsssnesscssanssnnasssnnsssnsnnasis

Food Preparation Rooms(including bakehouses)

There are 5 such premises In the dlstrlect as follows:i=

4 butchers preparing pressed,plckled or potted meats and sausages.
1l Baker dealing in bread and czkes.
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MNumber of Inspectlons M 00 g ssrnnssnssassansnsssnsrasssssnssanslla

No special examination of a shop's stock or consiprment of food had
been necessary,and since there 1ls only one wholesale grocer in the
district,the total quantity of food condemned means that asuch food
is not distrihutaﬂ to the shops in the distrlect or to the contigucus
areas,

Ice Cream FPremlses.

There are 13 retallers of ice cream in your
district, 11 of these sell pre-packed ice cream,one is & producer/
retdler,and one makes his product by uslng the cold mix,

No semples were submitted for anaslysls during the year,
Hmhﬁrﬂi‘ inﬂpﬁﬂtiﬂ'nﬁ mﬂeil..ill.li.lll'.l.ii.lillli.i.illll.lﬁri.

Fried Flsh Shops,There is one such premises in the district.
Fll]“bﬁr ﬂf iﬂBpEGtiﬂnE muda..;|.-q"'§'-1.f|||'12.

Seoctlion 6, Prevalence and Control of Infectlious Diseass.

The following cases of infectlous disease were reported to me
during the year.

Acute Pnewtﬁniﬂ-lll " --.-.1 Chac,
Soarlet Poveresessanssns? BRHEE,

Both of these casezs were mild and were nuraed at home. The dlstrlct
therefore remalned remarkably free from infectious disease, No deaths
were due bo Infectious disense during the yeaxr,

Venereal Dlsease. The County Councill has an agreement wlth the General

and Eye Hospltal,Swansea,for the treatment of these
case8.The tracing of contacts and the following up of defaulters is the
responsibility of the Counbty Counecll,

Tubsrenlosis. The following detalls show the positlon as regards
tuberculosis in recent years,

fumber of casesz on the register at comencement of FealeesssssseelBe
Number of fresh cases added during the TeGlessssssssssssssssasssrsin
Hl.lmbﬂt' l.'.\f G&BB$ I‘SIELO“J"BE duﬁ t-'I:I ﬂﬂathllllIililli'l!l!!""'l!"'"'...D.
Number of cases removed as mcﬂ?ﬂrﬂﬂ.qupigiqii;--liilii-illtlttiiiﬂi
Thmber of cases removed ag left districtbessssssessssssscssesnsnsnsle
lumber of cases left on register at end of yeGTessssssssssssnsnescls

The number of notifications in recent years 1s shown below:e

1952, 1953, 1954 959,

1440, 1950, 1551, 1955, 1956. 1957, 1958

O, 3 Ga Ua Sa Se da Gy La la Ze
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Diphtheria. As & resultt of the new Health Act,the County Council were

rosponsible for the Inmunisation of children agalnst
diphtheria and detalls for the district will be found in the annual
report of the County Medilcal Off'icer of Health.Facllitles for
Immunisation are now available at ths ordinary Maternity and Child
Welfare Clinics and also at the schools during the school medical
Inapactions,

It is vpleasing to see that the incidence of diphtheria
continues to fall.The object of the immunisation campaign,however,
renains the same:to secure the immunisation of not less than 75% of
bables before thelr first birthday.It mmst be remembered that diphtherla
86111 kills and that eliminatlon of the disease iz conditicnal upon
the maintenance of an adequate level of lmmnisation.If parents leave
thelr children unprotectsd there may be & return of diphtherla outbreaks.

4 PPENDIX
FACTORIES 4CTS 1937 to 1959

LNNUAL REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH IN RESPECT OF THE YEAR
b 1 5k nl .Y IN THE COUNTY OF ERECENO

Preseribed Particulars on the Administration of the Factordes Act, 1957

PART 1 OF THE ACT

l,~- INSPECTIONS for purposes of provisions as to health(including
Inspections made by Public Health Inspectors).

| Mumber |_ Thmber of
Premises on Inspec| Written | Occupiers
Re%iﬂtar tions |notices | prosecuted
(1) 2) (3) (2) (5)
i,Factories in which Sections 1,)
£,59,4 and 6 are to be enforced
by Local iuthoritlie=z 20 19 - -
1i.Factories not included in(1)
in which Section 7 is enforced
by the Local Authority, - - ' - -
j1i.,0ther premises in which
Section 7 is enforced by the
Local Authorlty(excluding
out~-workers! premlses | - - - -
Total | 20 19 - -
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2+~ Cnges 1n which DEFECTS were found
(If defects are discovered at the premises on two,three or more
separate occaslons they should be reckoned as two,three or more

"eages" )
Nunber of cases) in which defects werd  Number of
" found cases in which
Particulars neferreq prosecutions
Found |Remedied | To Heli, By HolMa were instituted
Ins?eator Ingpector
(1} (2) (3) 4) (5) ' (6)
Want of cleanliness = - - - -
g1
Overcrowding(S.2) - : e J = , =
Unreasonable | }
Temperature(5.3) - - ~ - : -
Inadequate ’
Ventllation(sS.4) - - - - -
|
Ineffective 7 f !
drainage of floars - - - - =
(S.6)
i
Sanitary ’
Conveniences (8,7
(a)Insufficient 1 - - 1 J -
(b )Unsuttable or i I
defective - = - | = J =
(c)Not separate |
for sexes - - - - i
Other offencos ‘
agalnst the Act |
(not including 1 1 . G 4. =
offences relating !
to Out_worl) ! |
Total 2 1 - ; 1 | =

There was no outwork dene in the district during the year,

Yours faithfully,
T.CeReGoorge,
liedienl Officer of Health






