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Hpy Urban District

Report of the bedical Officer of Heplth

1957

My Chairman,lady ond Gentlemen,

I beg to submit my report on the
ganitary conditions and the state of the public health in the fay Urban
District during the year 195%.

In this report I have endeavoured to denl
briefly with all matters within my responsibility regarding public
health and preventive medicine ond I hove ineludsd comments on all the
subject specifically requested in Circulsr 1/1958(Wales) by the Velsh
Board of Health,

Seotion l. General and Vital Statistics

Areae. 370 ocres.

The district ig a small uwrban area of 370 ascres forming
part of the county of Ereconshire.lt is situated in the norbhern part
of the county and adjoins the counties of Radnorshire and Herefordshire,

PDEEtiﬂnI Genﬂuﬂ lgal.l'ill!l II---lEOQ.
Census 196) ssnnnsneenasasldbl,
Estimated Midsummer 1957 .1420,

: The Registrar General's estimated population for each of
the last ten years is shown below:

1948, 1040, 1950, 1051, 10652, 1953, 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957,

1398, 1407, 1455, 1435, 1439, 1448, 1450, 1450, 1440, 1420,

Inhabited Houses, The number of inhabited houses was 501,giving an
everage number of 2.8. persons per housa,

Live Births Males, Females, Totol #cotu per 1000 pop.
Le:sit imate 5 » 5 " 10,
Illegitimate, < [ Qs 1

Ge B 2 i Tala

The corresponding rate for the whole of England and Wales was 1S.l.
The district rate wos therefore much lower than the national average
and,regrettably definitely lower than the district death rate,.

Illegitimocys The number of registered illegitimate births was one.

Still Births Males, Femalea., Totnl., Hate per 1000 live & still
pirths .
1!‘ 1i El 153 IE'I

The corresponding rate for the whole of Englond and Wales was 22.4,
The district rate was therefore higher than the national average.This
illuatrates perfectly the effect that a small number of still births
has when the totel number of live births is also small,

Deaths. Males, IFemnles, Total, Raete per 1000 pops
i 7] Th 1

The corresponding rote for the whole of England and Wales was 1l.5.
The district rate was therefore lower then the national average but
regrettably,higher than the diastrict birth rate,

Maternal Deaths No dcath oceourred during the yenr which could be
attributed to shildbirth,
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Infantile Mortality This is the deathrate of children under one year of

nge, Ho such deaths occurred in the district during the
year whereas the national rate was 23,0,

Dgaths from Specia} Couseses

Infectious dlisensSe .ssssan r-ll--il--.l-..-iillllllllllIlll.Hili
REE[JJ.I"E'G!]I‘}F tuberculosis sesesssnsssssssnsssssanaaliily
Othsr faorme of tqurC-UlﬂﬂiE..l.;.Q--.-l TEEREXET] rﬂil-

Gnncer-.qq-..-'liillll--!l'l-l-llii#ﬁli'.."."‘-"‘i"‘".--mg-

Analysis of Causes of Degths, Moles,,.T. FemoleS.sasssas

Causes. licles, Females.
Other malignont necplosmMSssses: e le
Vascular lesions,nervous system.. l. Se
Coronery disenS€.sssssssssncssnss Zo 1.
ﬂth&r l’lﬂa]"‘t ﬁiﬂe&sﬁ;..;;.:.--ﬁl-ll Ei l':::ll
Gthﬁr definced causeSssssssasannns 1-.- 5'
Accldents,not motor Vehféulor...e Oe l.

The deaths nre clasgified under the headings given in the new Abridged
List of Cpuses of Deahts,

Mortuary ond Post Mortem Focilities, During the year,with the kind
co-operation of the County Welfare
Committge,a rom at Cockeroft House contimued tobe used,fost Mortem
exominations can also Le performed in the same building, Hay R.D.C, and
Poinscastle R.D.C. also use this bullding for the same purposess

Section 2, Generel Provision of Heslth Services,

Public Health Officers, The same arrangements existed during the year

a8 in previous yeera, Mr G.G.Evans acted as your
Public Heelth Inspector,and was employed in o similar capaelty by the
Rural District of Hay and the Rural District of Fainscastle,.

Laborgtory Facilities, During the year laboratory facilities were

availsble at Hereford,Cardiff ,Newport,Carmarthen,
Swansea snd Precon.ill water samples were sent to the Publie Health
Laboratory at Hereford,whilst any investigation raﬂzired in the control
af infectious disease was performed at the Publie alth Laboratories
at Cardiff and Hereford,

A1l the milk testing was done by the Publie
Health Laboratory at Hereford,

Wursing and Other Focilities, The County Couneil is respongible for the
Provigion of the ambulsnce and home nursging services, '

The County also administer the maternity and child welfare clinics

where treatment is available for minor ailments,dental,eye and

orthopaedic defects, Immnisation against diphtheria and whooping cough

i nlso carried out ot these elinics,

Hospitals The hospital needs of the reaidents of the district for all

diseases npert from infectious disease are provided by
Hepreford Hospitel and Brecon War Memorial Hospital.Merthyr Igolation
Hospitel and Hereford Lsolation Hospital received cases of infectiocus
disense,

Disinfection. In the moin She methods used for any reguired dizinfection
have been fumigation and spraying.
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dection 3, Sanitary Circumstances,

Water Supplies, The water supplies to the district sre token from
Towlend springs to storage reservoirs and thence through
distribution mains to the properties: the whole being by gravitation.
The year was fairly dry to the end of June but
thereafter the wegther was changeable with heavy rain showers and
short fine periods, It was still necessary to restrict the flow of weaber
to the town, Restrictions were firat imposed on 6th ..ay when the water
was turned off during the night( 10 p.m., to 7 a.m.)0n the 17th June
further restrictions were necessery: the water being allowed for only
6 hours per dey( 7 o.m, to 10 asm, and 3 pem. to 6 pem,) ond this
continued until the 25th Septemoer when 2ll restrictions were removed,
The filter beds at the Hay Common Worles were cleaned three
times during the year and some new washed send added,The storage
reservolr was also emptied and thoroughly cleasned out,
The undeground reservoir at Llangwathon works was also
cleaned out,

Area Water Supply Scheme,

Lring the yaar further instructions were piven tothe
Ceonsulting Civil Engineers to prepare detailed plans of the scheme
and the Council received plans showing the proposed routes of the
wabter maina which were approved with ecertain sdditions,.Ilt iz to be
hoped that thepe will be 1little further delay in the implementation
of this scheme as there can be no doubt thet the present water supply
both gquelitatively aond quantitatively,leave rmuch to be desired,

Number of inspcctions by Public Health Inspectoricessssselds

Drainage and Sewerage, The sewape of the district is not treated in

any wnyranﬂ discharges direct into the Hiver Vye.
Iuring the year the Council's Engineer made progress with a scheme

for a sewgge disposal works and a number of suitable sites for the
works were investigated and a visit was mnde by an Inspector of the
Ministry of Housing and Loesl Government who inspected the various sites

Humber of visits to drainage work made by Public liealth Inspector..s.

Publie Clesnsing.There wasa no chonge in the mothods adopted for the
twice weekly collection and dispoaal of house refuse,
The work is done by the Councilbs employees uncer the supervision

of your Public Health Inapector.The refuse is then disposcd of by
controlled tipping.

Sanitery Inspection of the Arca The sanitary inspection of the area
was undertaken by the Public Health
Inspector.The following details give information relating to the
work of the Public Health Inspector during the ysar,

luisances

ar Bﬂmyl:lint-s recﬂiveﬂliilitﬂlllliiilillili'-lzsh
Humber of complaints investigatedesssssssssssssssreaslie
Hlllli‘-ﬂr Df premises insp&'@tt&ﬂ.........-n....--.----.--EEN
Number of premises revisited,.seesnessescsscnrcssscesncsslle
lumber of preliminary notices servedecssssssssassssns oo
Humber of Stﬂtutﬂr:f notices served assssssssssasnsnne Ca

Houses let in Lodglngs, It 12 not considered thot ony of the houses

in the district are of such a nature as to
require control under byelaws made under Section § of the Housing
Act,1936,

Offensive Trades., There are no offensive trades in the district,

Common Lodgzing licuses There are no common lodging houses in the district
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Licensed FPremlses
Humber of wvislts mode by Public Heplth INSpectolesssssssvessssassle
There are B8 licensed premises in the aren,

ShOEEJ
Humber of Inspﬂutiona mﬂde-1-|---wpil--1$4ttr--1--pvvtccloniiniiﬁﬁl

Factories,

ar of factories on replsterencersnnnsesnrnsssnsnnnssasasnnasle
Humher Df inspﬂctiﬂns nmde-f"'.iillI.."'I.f'.#i.il'.j..‘f.'.-.ga-
Humber of defects fﬁunﬂrliil-ai--iilrttiiilri-iti-lrr--t-r--ijit e
Humh&r nf ﬂafects remﬂdlﬁd.-"""-'l"'l.l'fi".'ll.-i.iill--.. 5'

Comping Sites, A site in Srecon Road for the siting of a caraven was
approve ¥ the Council and the County Plemning Committee,

Tenta,Vans and Sheds,
Humbﬂr nf V1SitslIII.I".IIIIIIIIil'lill'illl.-.. EI

Eradication of Bed Buss and Steps taken to combat infeastation,
Any premises found os 2 result of investigaetion or comploint bto be
infested with ved bugs or other vermin are treated with D,D,.T.
preparations,

i'Tu.mbEI‘ ﬂf prﬂliSBE iﬂﬂp‘!ﬂtﬂdp"tepgggqq¢1-q..-;n.--aqr—r..;..i. D'

Rodent Controle. One full time rodent operator iz engapged by the Council.

This same operetor is algo engaged by the Hay Rural
District Council, This operator worked under the supervision of the
Public health Inspector,

H'L].II:I}:I&I‘ of pPEﬁiEEB inﬂp&ﬁteﬂ ﬂ‘ﬂ.‘l:"in{! tm }rEﬂ.I"-It"lllllll-q-lI'.Eaﬁi
Humber of premises found infestedeessssssesssssssssssssssannnn 20a
Humber of pI‘E-”iEE$ treated h:f rodent OPETALON sas s sass st ansans 20 .
Humber of premisez treated by OCCUpPIEYssssssscssssscrsansnnesnp SO
Humber of dead rats picked UPsssssssssssssssnssssersssssnsssne OO
Estimoted number of rats killed during the yeor.sessessssssseetfy

A total of 20 road gullies were trected during the yeor and 11 showed
evidence of infestation: 15 sewer manholes were also treanted and of
these B were infested,

Legal Proceedings. No lepal proceedings were undertoken by the Council
during the year,

Section 4, Housing, During the year no houses were erccted by the
Gouncil but one was built privately,

There are 36 applicants on the Council's wailting list for new nouses and
of these 31 are living in houses and 5 in rooms,0f the applicantes

living in houses,1€ are in houses which should be copnsidered for
demolition,0f those living in rooms,such houses are in good condition

or in such as could easily be brought up to a good standard.

4 Appliconts could be housed in one bedroom flats or old
peoples bungelows,1l6 in two bedroom houses,l6 in three vedroom housea,

2 applications for a Gront under the Housing Repoirs and
Rents Act,1l954 were received. Grants were approved and work completed
in one case,the other not having commenced in 1957,

H‘L-':I'ﬂber of h”%inﬁ inﬁpﬂﬂti-‘ﬂnﬂ rm—-ﬂe'-a|IIIU!l!ttrit!'t!!!!IFUII‘g'éi
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Housing Consolidated Repulations 1925 and 1852(irticle 31)

1. The nurber of houses widich on inspection were
considered to be unfit for human habitatl ofesessssssssssssanenlld s

2. The nurber of houses the defects in which were
remedied in consequence of informel zction
by the locel authority or their officers.ssssssvesnsuscencsnas 4o

3, The number of representations made to the
local authority with a wview to (a) the
serving of notices requiiing the execution
of works,or (b) the making of demolition
Dr Glasinﬂ m"dersilliiflﬂlllti""l‘.'l‘"'."l'l..".'.lll.'..- D.

4, The number of notices served requiring the
E.Iecutim ':"f “grksllllilIII'Iiil'li LA R R RN NN RN R R R R NN Di

5« The mumber of houses which were rendered fit
after aervice of formal njti—tf"sllliltlllllllllllllllllllIllllIIIllIllllllIl Cq

6s The number of demolition or closing orders mode spsesssssnssss Lle
T+ The number of houses in recspect of wiich an

undertaking was sccepted under sub-scotion(2)

of section 1g of the :'lfruﬂ-iﬂﬁ lhﬁt_jli’sﬂttl TR I EE I EEEEEETEER Y] ':.l

El- Hmﬁr ﬂf hﬁu&ﬁﬂ ‘:1"=mﬂli$h'edqglqpqpr-|-|llulnl-l------lrll--rr-lll ':'t

Section 5. Inspection and Supervision of Food.

Milk, Since lst October 1949 local asuthorities were left with the
licensing and control of distributors or dealers.

Hunmber of cdealers registered selling T.T. Fasteurised and
Et&rliiﬂﬂd HilklIl'Ii‘IlliIilI-I--'.l.ll'l'l"ll'l."'l‘-llii"""'l"-l.
There is one dairy regpistered in your district.

Humber of samples taken during the yeOrsssssssssssssssssenss
nunber of samples reported as sotisfactorTesssssasssssssssnle

There ere three producer/retailers delivering milk in your district
and two of these hold licences to sell designated milk known as
tiberculin tested and the one sells undesignated milk,

The result of these samples wns sent to the Milk Sub-Committee of
the Ministry of Agriculture end Fisheries at EBrecon and Hereford,

lieat, Three slaughterhsuses are registered in the district.ill
condemned meat is coullected by a Hercford firm who decls in
waste food products,
411 other condemmed foods are disposed of in the Council's
refuse tip,after spraying with fluorescent stain,

Cerepses and Offol Inspeeted and Comdemned in whole or part

Cattle Sheep s
excluding Cows, Calvesg,and Pips, Horses,
COWS o lamba.

hunber killed(if known)

Hurmber inspected o272, e Ioge 1707, 168, -
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Cattle Sheep
excluding Cows,Calves.and Pigs, Horaes,
COWS , lanbs .
L1l diseases except
Tubereulosis & Cysticerci
Whole ecarcases condemed, - - 2 - -
Carcases of which some ;
part or organ was condemned, 1%, 5, 44. 8. -

Percentage of the number

inspected affected with

disease other than

tuberculosis & cysticered, 6,21,

4.09. 2.65' 4-’?6. -

Tuberculoslis only

Whole carcases condemned, -
Carcases of which some part or
organ was condemned, -

Percentage of the number
inspected affected with
tubterculosis., -

Cysticercosis,

Carcases of which some part
or organ was condermed, -

Carcases submitted to
treatment by reflgeration, -

Generalised and totally
condemned, -

Meet Condemned Cattlc...l23 lbs. Other animals ...l60 1ba,

Other Foods Condemned Tins,.291, Pounds weipghtaessse«558

Humber of visita to slaughterhousc.ssssssssssssssssssalddy

Other Foods. There are 33 shops dealing in foods in your district and

may be tabulated as follows!

Greenﬁrjc—erﬁillaallll-i-l-i-l-i-lll-i-ii-i-i-l-lil-lli-ll'llll
GrOCErS ssnsnsatsatsnsssssassbesannusunuennssbidy
Grﬂﬂﬂl‘fuakﬁirﬁ-.qu--.-----u“-------q-t-—----n 1l
Grﬂchrﬁuﬂlctrfcﬂterera.-'qppj.-t..ﬁ'..illlliiilli -
Grocer Uﬂﬁﬁr@-rﬂ.;..-t..iiii..-i-niilrllil-iiuu l'l
Fiﬂh!ﬂ-m[urﬂft‘r‘eengrﬂtﬂrﬂq--.----------r------- =
Gﬂrﬁiﬁcti'ﬁﬂlrﬁTﬂbﬂﬂ-L-"3'11131:-3 FeasBEABREERRARR N BB RAE B
Rﬂstuur{:l.nts....”...+.“.-u--.....-.-.------n 'i'i
Fish and Gl;ip Ehﬂpﬂ..”.........."|¢.¢¢+iiil-|l B
Eubﬂlwra.-i'-"i||-pi-ilil|iili.iiilllilil--.- .
Greensrocers/Confectionerscesessscesssessssses la

Food Freparation Kooms{including Bakehouses)

There apre

5 such prcmises in the district as followsi=

4 butchers preparing pressed,piclled or potted meats and sausages.

& Dakers dealing in tread and cakes.

During the yoer one firm ceased boking operations,bread and cokes for
the retsil vusiness being purchased from a wholesale firm,
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=
Humber of inapectlons mode.ssssssssssesssrsarserassunansliy

Ko special examination of & shop's stock or consignmenc of food

has been necessary,and since there 1s only one wholesale grocer in the
district,the total guanfity of food condermed means that such food is
not distributed to the shops in the diatrict or to the contiguous
areas.

Ice Cream Fremizes

There are 1l retailers of ice cream in your district,
9 of these sell pre-packed ice cream,one is a producer/retailer,
and onc makes his product by uwsing the cold mix,

Ho asamples wers submitted for analysis during the year,
Huﬁmer Qf insmﬂ-ti:}m made-i-r---i--v-w-w-rii-ilt-ll45i

Fried Fish S8hops. There are two such premises in the district.
—-E'Imber Uf iﬂspﬁﬂtlﬂna Iﬂﬂd@.....'......'...ggg

Section 6, Prevalence and Control of Infectious Disease,
olloving cases o0f notiiiapble inlectious (186888 Were
reported to me during the year:

hAeute Anterior Pollomyelitis.......sl case.

Sonne Aysenteryessssssssssscnsssssssl CAIO,

- R T I case.
Both of the poliomyelitis ond dysentry caoses were admitt.d to
Hereford Isolation Hospitel wherc coumplcte recovery occurred.The
original source of the dysentry was not established as the date of
onset was impossible to zascertain, The distriet as a whole remained
remarkably free from cases of infectious discase,

Yenereal Disease., The County Council has an ssreement with the General

and fye Hospital ,Swansea,for the trocatment of these
cages,The tracing of conteects and the following up of defaulters is
the respongibility of the County Counecil,

Tuberculosis, The following details show the position as regards
tuberculosis in recent yearslkL

Number of cases on the register ot commencement of FeolesssssseeZ0,
fumber of fresh cases added during the JEOleesssssvssssssssvsves 1o
H‘Lﬂﬂb&:‘ Df GELSES rEmU?Ed d.uf.- t-.:i -':I.Enthq-';'.'...p¢l--1r|---i#tllll GI
Numh&r of eases !"E!II'!U‘IEEﬂ. o8 I'E-QUVE'I‘E&.llliillill-lllllli'II."“‘I-..". 2a

Humber of cascs removed ns left districbeseseevsssssssssrsacsses Oo
Bumber of cases left on register ot end of YeOresessssssvssnsssslile

The number of notificabions in recent years is shown below!
1846, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 19535, 1954, 1955,195G,. 1957,

EI- Gi E‘l D‘ 5. E. D- El... El- 4-‘ GI- l'l‘

Diphtherian., As a result of the new Health Act,the County Council were
respons e for the immnisation of children cgainst diphtheria and
detaile for the distriet will Le found in the anmuel repurt of the
County Medical Ufficer of -ealth.facilities for immnisation are now
available at the ordinery laternity and Child Welfare Clinics and also
at the schools during the schosl medical inspection. .

It is pleasing to see that the ineidence of diphtheria
eontimiea to foll,The object of the immunisation campaign,however,
remains the sgme:to secure the imminisation of not less than '?55 of
babvies Lefore their first birthday.lt rust be remembered phﬂt diphtheria
gtill kills and thot eliminotion of the disease is conditional upon the
maintenance of an esdeguate level of immunisation,If parents leave thelr
children unprotected there may be a return of diphtheria outbreaks.

Yours faithfully,
T.G.H..GEDI‘E:B- =
Medicgl Officer of Health,

g






