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Hay Rural District Council

Report of the Medical Officer of Health

1954,

My, Chairman,Lady and Gentlemen,

I beg to present my annual repert on the
sanitary conditions and the state of the public health in the Hay
Rural District during the year 1954,

In the preparation of this report I havs
endeavoured to deal briefly with all matters within my responsibility
regarding public health and preventive medicine and I have included ail
the subjects specifically requested by the Welsh Board of Health in
Circular 28/54 (Wales),

Section 1. General and Vital Statistics,
Statistical summary for the year 1954,
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Deaths from all causes., 41 46 87 23,6
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Deaths from specisl canaes.

Infeuti'ﬂuﬂ disaa'&&i#l!tilillliitlil-it-----'plfmq;tﬂ'q
Tuberculosis of respiratory Systemicscsccsesens oo e2e
ﬂtm:l t“lbﬁrc‘llu\w diﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁit- AR EE lllllil-ii-iiiﬂl

cﬂmarlliliii*iilli-i L R AL LR LR N AN ] ltoltt;l--a--—g-.l“:.

area,The Rural District of Hay,which has an area of 39,155 acres foras

part of the County of Breconshire.This district is situated in
the northern part of the County and is agricultursl in nature with
faming as the predominant oceupation of the residents,.There are no
large towns in the district,but 1n the distriet are two large
hospitala,the Mertal Hosnital at Talgarth end the South Wales
Sanatorium at Bronllys.

Pﬂ'l—"'__u_latiﬂn: C‘Eﬂﬂ"-lﬂlg Lt nn by a w ew wm  ADBE
CBnﬂ"]E 1951&- . 121 =14 Y

(1044, 1945, 1946, 1047. 1948. 1949, 1950, 1951, 1952, 1953, 1954,

o536, 5390, 3269, 3327, 3654, 3665. 345, 3657. 3647. 371l. 3680,

The above figures ore the Hogistrar Genoralls cstimated figures for
the verions years.

The number of inbabited houses in the district was 980 giving an
average nmucber of 3.7 persons per house.
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Births. Males. Femalos. Total, Rate., 1!
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It will be observed that the birthrate for the year under review was
higher than the average for the whole of England and Wales.

Deaths .After tolking into account the outwardly and inwardly
transferable deaths the net number of deaths registersd amongst
residents in the district ia shown below:-

liglea. Femnles. Total. Rate.
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The death-rate for 1954 was therefore hipgher than the average for the
whole of England and Wales and was also higher than the birthrate.

5111 Births. Halee, Females. Total Rate.
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The still-birth rate was therefors lower than the average for ils
whole of England and Wnles,and was per 1000 live and still birthsa.
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Infantile Mortality.This is the nmmber of deaths occurring in

children of under one year of age,The rate 1is
caleulated per 1000 live births.

lalea. Females., Total., Rate,
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The infantile mortality rate was therefore lower than the average for
the whole of England and ‘“ales,
This one death occcurred in a child of under 4 weeks old.

Analysis of Causes of Deaths, Heleseesses4ls Femmles,,....,48,
; Hales, Femalos.,

Tuhﬂrﬂulnsis,Tﬁspirﬁtﬂrﬂ...--...--.+....-.3...;........--U.
ﬁﬂlignant neﬁplagm;EtQmachqiIlitllil-ltltlélltiiorllllttuln
Hﬂligﬂﬂnt nﬁﬂplaﬂm'uteruatitIlllliliiil!tiﬁil}l!lii-lllitEI
Other malignant naﬂplasnﬂ-it¢-|tili!titlI-Emmtitltltiirtnzt
Iﬂu‘l-:a&miu'.."."."l""'.‘l-"i.l“'*.‘-"-‘.".ﬂ.‘lllill‘--‘-ll‘f.l‘
Vasenlar lesions,nervous e e
Cﬂrﬂnﬂr? diBaEEEIi‘UlIi‘l!IiIiII‘I'i‘l#t!ldiiillliiIlilliél
Hypertension with heart Al L - L B IR
Other heart disﬂﬂsvililiIllil!lllili!liliiairilrlilticlilal
Other cirenlatory G- EE SRR S T S
Influanzailtiiiililililiiil!iitt-i-iiiciralll---mff-ilr-tli
Erﬂnnhitiaiiii|lirillrnlllii-'qttnilllillrEt-ilalfliiiI-lEl
l}-lﬂﬁr Btmaﬁh."'..‘..'..li."-.‘.-i.’*!*‘-l--UJ.III.‘ﬁ"I.[:.l
HFpﬁpplﬂEiﬂ PrﬂﬂtatEIli.l.iliiiliit'ill'liliilltilllf!!iloi
Congenital mnlfurmaticna...,..........4...ﬂ.............‘l.
Dtmr q’n‘laesillifii..‘-‘-“i '-..I+|"'.*..I..El"'i.“ll|'..l";'
liotor vehicle accidﬁntﬂllillillilllliilll'llll!iilillllttcl
Suicidalittllllilliltiiirllilillii-mtti+i¢l|1ti---t1-rrliﬂl
ﬁll Othﬂr acﬂi&antﬂlIili!llniilicnnnirlrloEl-iqititimtfilﬁl
The deaths are classificd under tho hoadings given in thes new
abridged list of canases of deaths,

Illepitimacy.The mmber of illegitimate births registered as belongling
to residents in tho district during 1964 amounted to fhres,

Haternsl liortality.Thero werse no deaths during the year which could
be attributed to childbirth,

Section 2. General Provisions of Health Services.
Sublic Health Officers.There was no change in the publie health

offlcers during the year,ifr.q.G,Evans
remained as your Sanitary Insnector,
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Laboratory Faeilities, Dwring the year loboratory facilities were.

available at Cardiff,Newnort,Carmarthen, '
Swansea,Aberystwyth and Brecon.fll water samples were sent to the
Public Health Laboratory at Hereford,whilst any investipation
required in the control of infectious discase were performed by the
Public Health Laboratory at Cardiff.All the milk sampling was done
by the Publie Health Laboratory at Heroford.

Ambulance Facilities.As a result of the Naetional Health Sorvice Act,
; 1946,ths County Council were responsible for the
rovision of an ambulance service and made uge of the existing
t.John's ambulance for gencral use while ambulances from Herthyr
Isolation Hospital conveyed patients suffering from infections
discasc to hospital,

Home Nursing.Under the Hational Health Service Act,1946,the County

Council were responasible for the provision of home
nursing facilities.The nurses previously partly employed by warious
district nursing associations were wholec time employees of the
Comnty Comeil,

Treatmnent Centres and Cliniecs.iiaternity and Child Welfare Clinies,

admniniastered by the County Council,are
held regularly at Hay and Talgarth.Ante natal elinles and faellities
for the treatment of minor ailments,irmmunisation,dental,orthopaedie
and cye defoetas are also avallabhle.

Hosnitals.The hospital needs of the residents of the district for all

dissases apart from infectious disease,are provided for by
the Brecon 'ar liemorial Hospital.A certsin number of cases are also
adnitted into Hereford Hospital.ilerthyr Isolation Hospital and
Hereford lIsolation Hospital recolwve cases of infectlous dissass.

For the treatment of cases of smallpox arrangements hawve
been made by the Wolsh Board of Health for beds to be available at the
Penrhys Hospital,Rhondda,

have been fwnipation and spraying.

Section S.linternity and Child Welfnre,

These services are administered
by the County Councill nnd inelnude clinies for meternity and chlld
welfare, immnisation,dental, orthopaedic and eye treatment and for
expectant mothers.Provision is nlso made for the provision of free
and cheap rate milk and nedieinal foods,The supervision of midwives,
child life protection and the care of premature and illegitimate
infants is also the responsibility of the County Couneill.

bection 4, Sanitary Circumstances.

I an indebted te your Sanitary
Inspector for the reporta on water suppliea,sewernge and workings of
the Pactories Acts which are ineluded in this section of the Reporkt.

Yater Sunplies.llater has been satisfactory in guantity during the year
for those dwellings below the Ordnance contour of

500 feet,but most unsatisfactory for the majority of the dwellings

above this height,The wet season helped considerably in the

maintenance of the supplies.

The scheme previously subnltted by a Consulting
Lngincer was considered during the year but real progress seems very
slow.

In the district thore are 18 water supplles serving
six dwellings or more by pipes either into the dwellings or to stand-
pipes.Of these 18 supplies,6 are owned by the Council.There are 178
supplies serving 5 dwellings or less and 68 of these ore pliped

applies,the remaining 110 bLeing either pups or springs.
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Detaills of the water supnly for cach parish is given below:-

l.Aberllynfi.The guantity of water in this parish has been satisfactory

during the yenr.The Council own the supply known as the
Lodge serving the hamlet of Three Cocks,All the houses In this parish
have water plpes inaide the house,¥No samples were submitted,

2.Bronllys.There are two public supplies in this parish.One of these

is owned by the Welsh Hepgional Hospital Board and this
suppliea the sanatorium and all dwelling houses con the estate.The
cther =upply ia owmed by the Counecil and water is drawn fron aprings
under the Minfield bank and iz not treated.This supply is augmented
from the Talgarth supnly during periods of drought,l00 dwellings are
served from this supply.There are 13 other supplies in this parish,
all privately owned.l sample of water was sent for analysis during
the year and thia was very satiafsctory.

d.Glynfach and the Usk Valley Portion of Tropmoyd and Velindre.

There are ten orivate supplies in this area,three are
pipad into four dwellings,ncne are treated,and the other sevan are
8imply ranning springs near the small-holdings.lt would not be
difficult in this area to find sufficient water to give each dwelling
a piped supply.The distances to be piped would be considerable but
thia should not deny the public a wholesome swupnly of water.

: No samples of water were submitted during the year,

4.Hay Rural.l4 houses in this parish are served with a piped supply

from the Council's supply at Llanigon.This water is not
treated.There are 21 other supplies in the parish and of these B
are plped.One dwelling has to obtain water from o source 200 ynrds
awey.No samples were submitted.

S.Llanelien,Thers are 15 dwellings in this parish,l10 in the VWye Valley
and 5 in the Uak Valley and all have a piped supply laid
on but are served from 9 different sources,
No ssmples were sent for analysis during the year,

E.Llenipon.The village of Llanlgon is served by a public water supply

owned by the Council.Springs are collected to a service
regervolr but the water is not treated.These sources supply 32
dwallings with water laid on and 10 dwellings from a stand-pipe.There
are B obher supplies in the parish and & of these are piped. Eleven
are supplied with water from a conslderable distance,7 over 150 yards,
2 over 200 yards and 2 take a supply from open streams,

ur samples were exmmined during the year Crom private

supplies,three were unsatisfactory and one suspicions,

Sixteen dwelllngs in this parish situated over the 500 foet
contour are bedly in need of water for domestic use and the attention
of the Council is drawn to this.

7. Llyswen,0f the 60 dwellings in this parish,<2 have wateor laid on,

14 are served by standpipes and 4 are served by pumbs.
37 dwellings are supplied by the Council and this water 1s not treated.
One samples was submitted for analysis during the year and this wag
unaatisfactory.

8. Pipten.There are 11 private supplies in this parish and of these
7 are piped supplies serving scme 12 dwelllngs.No water is
treated.The other dwellings are served by individual punps.Une pump
serving two cottages ls without water for two or three months in a
dry year and the tenants then carry water some 350 yards,
Mo samples were submitted for analysis.
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9.Talrsarth (Wye Valley Section).Thers are three public supplies in !

this section of this parlish,two are
owned by the Council and one is owned by the Welsh Reglonal Hosnital
Eoard.The larger of the Council's supplies serves some 356 dwellings
with water lald on and 30 from standpipes.For several months of the
year thls supply awrmints the Bronllys supply.One portion of this
supply is received as an overflow Ifrom the Mental Hospital and 1is
sand filtered and chlorinated and the second portion of this supply
1s received from springs in Llanellien parish and these are collected
to a common service reservoir which,in times of drought,may be
connected to the brook and such ocoasions this source is chlorinated,

During 1954 supplies had to be
restricted during the night-time for a period of the last two
ouarters in the year.The Hospital authorities are getting concerned
about the supply of water and have notified wyour officlials that they
nay have to restrict further,and in view of these conditions 1t ia
sincerely hoped that guicker progress will be nadc in the very near
future with the Llanbwchllyn Scheme.

During the year 4 samples from these
sources were taken and three were satliasfactory and one was suspleious.

The Trefocca supply was satisfactory
in guantity during the year and one sample was taken,this was fairly
gatisfactory.

Ais in some other parishes,dwellings
above the 500 feet contour are badly in need of water.

There are 38 other private supnlies
in this parish,of which 20 are piped and most of these are subject te
nollution.

5 samples from private sources were
taken in the year,3 were satisfactory and 2 unsatlsfactory.

10.Trerovd and Velindre (VWye Valley Section).

Of the 1 wellings in this parish
100 have water laid on and 6 are served from standpipes.All the supplies
are owned by private individuals.One private supply serves 32 dwellings
and another aupplies 30 dwellinpgs.Wepgotiations to purchase these
supplies continued during the year.All propertles above the 500 feet
contour are badly in need of a piped supply and the main supplies in
this parish are insufficient in tines of drought whilst the quality
is not zatisfactory.One sample was submitted for bactericlogical
examination and this was satisfactory.3d sanples from private supplies
were tokon and these were satisfactory.

In coneclusion it is obvious from the obove description that
all water supplies should have urgent and serious consideration.They
are subject to pollution and the very large number from different
sources makes it impossible to pive them individuanl attention as
frequently as publlic health demands,

The major water scheme recelved consideration during the year
but progress appeara to be slow.In the meantime seven farmers took
advantage of the Ministry of Agriculture's grant to install private
supnlies.
lhgnber of lnspoctions of water supplieS.ssssssssssscssessracsnscts
Dralnage and Sewernze.

Hew sawers and sewapge dlsposal works aroe
reouired for the wvillages of Three Cocks,Bronllys,Llanigon,Llyswan,
Vellndre and Glasbury.

The Trefecca settling tanks could with advantage
be onlarpged,and this work has been agreed by the Connell.

In Bronllys there is no treatment plant,the
sevage running over fields,This in my opinion shonld be improved.
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There 1s aelso considerable work tc be done at the Talgarth
Sgwage Disposal Works as the present effluent ls far from satisfactory

Humber of visits in connectbion with dreoinapmSe. cessassssvanss sl
No additional sewage disposal work has been done during the year.

Publiec Cleansing.Refuse is collected onece weekly in Talgzarth,Bronllys,
Llyswen, Pipton,Aberllynfl,Tregoyd and Velindre.

¥ay Rural parish and Llanigon parish.The only parishes not included

are Glynfach and Llonelienu,The refuse 1s then dlsposed of by

controlled tipping.The refuse,ls collected by the Council's lorry

and stalff under the supervision of youwr Sanitary Insvector,

Inﬂpﬁﬂtiﬁnﬁ Gf rafusa tipﬂil#!f!l!!li!f!'*!?"*'*".'llillllllgi

Sanitary Inspectlion of the Aren,The sanitary inspection of the area

was undertaken by the Sanitary
Inapector.Ths following details give information relating to the
work of the sanitary inspector during the yeor.

Nulsances.

Ihmber of ﬂﬂmplﬂintﬂ ranuivudljﬂftlliliirililillllilil!!f!!liiﬁﬁl
Humbar of cﬂmplﬂintﬂ 1nv33tigﬂt3dialtulittl-tto-iiliiiinicni-IEEi
Numbar of prﬁmi$$3 visitediiulii!!l!tlt!l!l!ﬂil"iiii*l.lilii'EEl
Fumber of ?ramiﬂeﬂ 1 T S PR 1
Mhunber ﬂr prﬂlimiﬂﬂry notices Bcrvﬂdqi-ii-i--i--iliit!tlitllllill
Humhﬂr of abatement notices EervaﬁllIiilfiilrlifllilllilllIlliiGl

Houges let in Lodegings.It is not considerecd that any of the houses
. in the district are of such a nature to require
control under byelaws made under Section & of the Housing fct,19386,

Of fensive Trades.There are no offensive trades in the district.

Common Lodging Houses.There are no common lodming houses in the
district.

ﬁgﬂegned Promises. Q
mber vigits made by Sanitary InsnectoPesscssscsssssiansesdbn

There are l1& licengod houses in the district,of which 7 are
satlsfactory from the sanitary standpolnt.Works of lmprovement were
carried out during the year to one new licensed house.

Shopa.There are 27 which deal in food in the district and may be
clagsified as follows:-

Grﬂﬂﬂrﬂtttl+¢--n.-‘y..ijini-aiﬁltlilﬂi
Grocers/Confectioners.sscesscssssnssle
Grocer Gurﬁtiliiiii-iii‘--lililliilili
Grnﬂﬁrﬂfﬂukﬂrsltilill-lltliiilllilllll

m-karsillillI.lI-Iill-Ill-Ilil-ll-".I-Ilili
4

Gﬁrgsiiiilliiiillilllriillil!liil*i--¢
BReANEIOCATE: s s s aansensss svessbin s Bids
Confectioners/Tobocconlats.eeeeeessests
ButahersiiItii-itiIiv-iili-iiiitlillzl

The district 1s also served by such tradesmen from conbiguous areas.
There are no dairies reglstered under the Milk & Dairies Orders,1949
but 3 supplementary licences are lssued to Hilk Dealers who are
registered in the Borough of Brocon.

All condemned foods are sprayed with [luorescent powder and burled
in the Council's refuse tips,with the exception of the condemned
meat from the slaughterhouse which is collected by a Hereford flimm
which deals in waste food products,
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Pactories. [

Humber of factories in the Alabrlet s ccicnsmanimann dnsmnsinsnnylits
1111'“13331" of 1n3pﬂctjnn5 madeilil‘li"!llili‘llil'Illlilllill-llliillllﬁl
Humber of defects Found;
() Sanitary conveniences defective..ssessssssssnsals
{h} Wﬂnt Df Elﬁﬂnlinﬁﬁﬂ--.¢.;...-.--.-..-.n..--.;.;ﬁ.
{cl Dtmr ﬂ-ffncaai‘!'lIl|.l|ll'l‘l‘illllilll‘llii'IIIIEI
All these defects were remedied.

Compine Sites.There is no recognised comping site in the district
for which a licence is necessary.

Eradication of Bed Bugs and Stens taoken to combat infestation.

Any prenises found aa 2 result of complaint or inspection to be
infestod with bed bugs or other vermin would be treated with D.D.T.
preparations.lo premises were found to be so Iinfested during the year,

Hodent Control, One full time rodent operator is employed who works

under the supervision of the Sanitary Inspector.
This operator is also similarly enployed by the Hay Tlrban Comeil
and Painscastle Rural DI'istrict Council.

Number of premises inspected during the yoar....sesrssssssse D72,
Number of premlises found Anfestedsssessasrssnsaon samsnnonsssslob
Number of premlses trented by rodent operatol.icssesssssnsssceeB,
Number treated hF ﬂcﬂupiﬁrlrirttmli+!|¢+++!-tl!i#!+!!llili-lt'4#-
Estimated number of rats killed during the JeAT.e..ssssss.s1086
Number of denad rata actnally recoverad. .... scecessicecrsesss diiio,

The sewers in Talgarth were baited in May.No takes were recorded.

Leral Proceedings.No legal proceedings were undertaken by the Counecil
during the year.

Section 5,Housing.During the year it was pleasing to note that some
20 houses were completed for habitation.Sinece the
end of the war,88 Council houses and 29 private honses have been
built.¥We private houses were completed during the year.
3 aprlications Tor Improvement Grants under the
Houzing Act,1949,were received during the year and all three were
approved,

The issue of bullding licences ceased in November
1954 and it 1s hoped that this will mean an inecreased amount of
building work which is urgently needed to keep mmch of the old
property in the district in a good state of repailr.

Housing.At the 3lst.Decomber 1954 the total mumber of applications
on the 'walting list' was 95,and these may be classified as follows:-

Ho. of applicants No. of bedrooms reguired

living in to re=house
rooms houges 1 bed, 2 bed. 3 bed, 4bed, Iotal
Aberllynfi 5 23 1 16 10 1 28
Bronllys 8 iz 1 11 B - 20
Llenipgon 1 1 - 1 1 - 2
Llyswen 1 i 1 b 1 = 5]
Trezoyd & Velindre - B 1 3 4 - 8
Talzgarth & 2k - 18 10 il 32

2 single poople walting to

MATTY
There ars no aoplications for the parishes of Glynfach,Llanelien,
Pipbon or Hay rural.
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Mfsbor of house to house inapections by Sanltary Inspector,.....65.

Consideration should be piven to the erection of dwellings for 0ld
People and those applicants who require one or two bedroons,

Housing Consolidated Regulations,1925,Article 31,
No action was taken by the Council under these regulations,

Section 6.Inspection and Supervision of Food.

Milk.On the 1lst,October 1949,the Milk and Dairies Act,1944,came into

oparation.Under this Act the licensing of producers,and the
aupervision of milk producers became the responsibllity of the
Minliatry of Agriculture and Fishoeries,The Couneil 1s now left only
with the licensing and control of distributors.

Number of samples token during the years.ssisssssssssssnssssaaSds
Number of Eﬂmplﬂﬂ ﬂatiﬂr&ﬂtﬂﬂ---;-;;:-tlrrll1-1-1--1--tr!rl!i-llzﬂl
Ihmber of EDHP].E&H .lmatisrﬂﬂtmitiitrlt-iirt|or|-|l-|l||1-!!-|-|o13|

The result of thesc samples was sent %o the lilk Snub-Cormittes
of the Ministry of Agriculture in Brecon.

Ingpection of Meat.One slaughterhouse was registered as from
lat.Aumust 1954 for a perliod of & years,

The amount of work carried out,new floor laid,new windows
fixed,walls rendered with cement mortar,pert of old loft renoved,

lairs provided for cattle,sheep and pigs with separate entrance to
the slaughterhouse,

Animals killed and inspected.
Gﬂ.ttlﬂ*.;ﬁ?. cal‘faﬂ....lz. S‘hﬂﬂ'ﬂ..-..‘ilﬁq ?il:-\';sll lilsa'
Heat Condemned.

E%tt;a. Disenses other then tuberculosis.....2458 lbs,
Other Animals, Diseanses other than tuberculosis..es..ees...86 lbs.

.ﬂ_'hﬂﬂ_!' Fgﬂ_ﬂ Uﬂt_ﬂﬁmad. Humber of binScassevassssissl8e
Pounds Wﬂiﬂhtilliuillril-iliigi

(8] 7 Foods,
FEE% Proparation Rooms(including bakehouscs)

H'L'Ilnbﬂl‘ D.f mpﬁﬂtinﬂﬂ l'ﬂnﬂell.'"ql'i[lj[ljlllllillilll!l"l-lf?"lll

Joe-Cream Fremises.

hmber of visits made hF Sﬂ.nital’j Ii’lﬂpectﬂl‘,--.ufnu---n—----30-

No manufacture of ice-cream ls carried out in the
district,there being 11 retailers,Wo samples of ice-cream were
examined during the year.

Flsh and Fried Fish Shops.

Fumber of inspections made by Sanitary Inspector.essssssssssreslEs
There 1s one fried fish premlses in the district,
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Soction 7. Prevalence and Conbrol of Infections Disease.

Hay Rural District Council

The following number of cases of notifiable infectious
disease were reported to me during the year.

Abﬂl“'t\lﬂ fﬂvﬁriltiiii Ii-llllii-lll-ii-lil CRSE,
Influenzal pnevmonif.ssssssssssasl COBAE,

The fees paid by the Council for the notifications

of infections disease are now,under the new Health Act,refunded by
the County Councll,provided that copies of the notificatliona are
received by that authority.As will be seen the district was
coriparatively free from infectious disease duwring the year.The case
of abortus fever was developed outside the Hay R.D,C.

Venereal Disense. The County Council has an agreenent with the

General and Eye Hospital,Swansesa,for the treatment

of such cases,The tracing of contacts and the following up of
defaulters is the responsibility of the County Council,

Tubgreulosis.

Humber of
Number of
Haaber of
umber of
Hhmber of
Vumber of

The following details show the position as regards

tuberenlosis in 1954 and recent years:

cases
fresh
Cascs
cases
cases
cases

on register at cormencement of YFeATressssnesssssitbs
cagses notified during the year..sessessssssrsnsnde
renoved due to mﬁnvarﬁriitiliiluilu!t!lt!iﬁ##lilnl
renoved due to removal from dAlstrictescsccsssnnnits
rﬁmﬂv‘aﬂ- d'lla tﬂ daﬂthuttﬁo----o---o-------o-ullliﬂi
19rt ﬂn I"Egiﬂtﬂl’ ﬂt Etﬂ ﬂf Fﬁarill-iillliiiii."'a'ﬂf.

The number of casges notified during recent yesars is shown below:-

o

it

el

1943, 1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948, 1949, 1950, 1951. 19528.1855, 1 5'_

6, 5.

B

e B. =1 s "it 1':'. 10. 1. Ei

Diphtherds Timunisation.As a result of the new Health Act,the

County Council were responsible for the

Immmnisation of children against diphtheria and detalls for the
district will be found in the annual report of the County lledical

Officar,

Facilities for irvmnisation are now available

at the ordinary laternity and Child Welfare Clinics and also at the
achools during the school medlical inspectliona.

It 1s pleasing to see that the incldence

of diphtheria continues to fall.The object of the inmunisation
campaign, however,remains the same,to secure the imminisation of

not less than 75% of babies befors their Cirst birthday.During the
first half of 1954,however,it is disturbing to note that only 30,25
of the estimated number of children reaching the age of one year
during this period received this protection.It must be remembered
that diphtheria =st1ll kills and that elinination of the dlseass 1s
conditional upon the maintenance of an adequate level of Irmunisation.
If parents leave their children unprotected there may be a return of
diphtheria outbreaks,and there have been several sharp reminders of
this possibility during the year under review,

Yours faithfully,
T.,C.R.Ceorre,
Hedical Officer of Health

1L



