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’ Disgtrict Health Department,
‘0 his Weorship the Mszyor, 10 Picton Flece,
Aldermen & Courcillors. leverfordwest,

July 1948.

Gentlemen,

I have pleasure ln presenting this report of the work
of the Public Health Department of the Council for the year 1947.

I must express gratificatien for the assistance and
co-operation received by me irom the officiale end the members of
the Council. 4nd, in particular, the assistance given to me by
Mr.Evens, the capable Sanitary Oificer to the Council.

With the hope that the following pages nay prove
interecsting and infrrmative,

I am,
Tour obedirnt Servant,

WI.JiY "EI'-{" fﬂ}l’.

Distriet Medicsl Offic:r.






ESTTunTrD MID-YEAR POCULATTON IN 1947.
Lo,

HATURAL INCRIALL OF POrULATION DURIHNG 1.47.

Lo4,

CONTLNTL & -

1. BIRTHS & BIRTH-RaQ:S, Page. Tk
2. Doalds & TLAlTH-RATIiS, ! il
%, InFCTIOUS DISRAELS, 2
&, HOUBING. = ) i
&, HYGILGE & EANTTATION, L S
&, DIFATneRla IuUHIEATION, : -
e WETER SNEPPLIES. sl 5
8. FaCTORILL & WORKSAUPS, g Sl
O, mllE aUrPhins. b 6.
0, FOOD CONTROL. o 7.
1. FLREONAT HLALTH SERVICLS. 2 T

b



Digitized by the Internet Archive
iIn 2016 with funding from
Wellcome Library

https://archive.org/details/b28845808



=ie
BIRTHS & BIRTH-RALLG.

The following is the summary of the births occurring in
the Borough during the year:-
® Male. TFemalr. Total .
LIVL-BIRTHS:-
L E’iti:‘;iat" . ?E‘. 5:51- 1.5? .
Iilegitimate. I 6. XS
Total. E1. 89, 170.
STILu-BIRLHS: -
LEf-_iti:;Eatr i 3_ = 5_
Tllegitimats . 1 - i
Total. i, - L,

—— e e e T

The Birth-Rete for the year is 24.3 i.¢.24.5 births per
1000 of the porulstion. The corresponding Rate¢ fer the County of
Pembroke is 20.3, end Tor the whols of 'nglarnd & Yeales is 20.3.
Thus it will be seen that the Birth-Rate in the RBorough is well
above aversge. The Pirth-Rate for the District for 1945 was 16.2.

The Illepitimete Birth-Rate is 68.&, which is somnewnat
higher thap the Rate of 52 for the whole of Ingland & Wales.

e

The Still-Dirth Bste is 23, which compares favoursbly with
the Race of 24 for the whole of mipglarnd & Wales.

(=Ei

DLaTaS & DLalH-BATIS.

Th: followirg deathe occurred in the Borough during the
H"’-a]‘ Lo

Male, Fimale. Total.
Deaths from all causes. i 3 (£ 45, 6.

The Death-Rate for the yoar is 12.0 i.e. 12 deeths .er 1000
of the populaticrn. The corresiondirg Rate for the Ceurty of
P:ubroke is 15.2, and for the whole of England & Welcs 12.0. Thus
it will be sren that the Desth-Rate i1 the Borough compar:s
favoursbly with the County and the Country as a whole.

i o g s . s S S AR . o L S A . e O 4 . o . S - . e s S5 5 S5, S8 S5 S B R

The causce of death were as iollows:-
Mals. Femals . Total .

Diseascs of the Heari & Circulatory System. 15. 1

0. 25.

Acute Reg iratory diseases. 5. 9. 14.
Disrases of Infznte. 4, e 9.
Cencer (all forms). 4, 4., 8.
Disecases of the Brain & Herwvous Eystom. 28 4, 6.
Tubt: rculosis. (ell foras). 2 2. 4,
Violent D:aths. E 2 &,
I]'lflurﬁz.& - i [ L El
Diccas: s of Kidneys & Urinary System. - 2. 2.
Discases oi the Digestive Systeam. - I 1.
Ueclazsiiied. B. B 1l.
Total. 41 a5 86.

- e ——— e —— e

Cancer accourted for 9.3% total deaths.
Tubeprculesis accounted for 4.6% total deaths.
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DLATHS & DIiATH-RATLS,(Continued) .

The Infantile Mortality Rate i... the number of deaths of d
children under 1 yrar of age per 1000 births, is 51.7. This pate is
higher than the corvespondirg Rate of 48.1 for the County of rembroke,
and the Rate ouf 41 for the whole of Lrngland & Welees. 7 i

THFLCTIOUS DISEASLS.

The 1ollowirg Infeetious Diseascs were notified during the
years:-

= P =Jsn

@ & W B ®

Measles,
Fulmonary Tuberculosis.

.x. lNon-pPulmonary Tub:¢rculosis.
Peliomyelitis (Infantile Paralysis)
Chicxen Pox.

o e S e e S e e o -

The following deaths from Infectious Diseases took place
during the year:-

Bronchitis & Pneumonia.
rulmonary Tuberculosis.
Intlucnza.

«X. Non-rulmonsry Tuberculcsis.

Deaths from Infectious Liseases therefore account for
17 4% of total deaths.

[l (AR N TEY

There was no undue prevalence of any Infectious Disease,
Put the mumber of cases of Tuberoulosis 18 disconec:rting. The
housing situation in the Borough is probably a predisposing
factor in this respect.

e e S R R R N S N S S i o i

7 premises were disinfected following Infectious Disease
durirg the year.

.X. not strictly an Infectious Diseasr but included for completeness.
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HOUSING.

Due to the lack of an u,-to-date Housing Survey it is not
poesible to give accursate figurcs regarding the numbrr of femilies
1nadequately housed and the nunber of cases of ever-crowding., It is
estimated that 50 families were re-housed during the year.

E | Turirg the year 13 new houses were complet:d, snd 54 others
Were under eorstruction. It is estimated that 57 n-w houses will he
commenced during 1948,

43 Informal notices and 13 Statutory notices were served for
repairs to houses during the year: the majority of these were
complied with. One Demolition Qrder was served, but no demolitiorn
took place during the year.

T S Ot B, T O B s . e N e O O O i i e S e . e i e S i B i e i i e S

Adeguate housing is one of thr greatest factors in the
maintainance of Public Health. A Housing Frogremme which will
re-house the inadeguately housed and reliecve over-crowding, within
a reasonabl¢ time, should te the ol jeet of the Council. In order
to plan such a programue it is essential to have an up-to-date
record of every house in the Borough. But even without correct
figures it is evident that the Housing Progrsmme during the year
was iradequate to meet the nceds of the Rorough,

Approximstely 2% huts in the Borouih are being used as
temporary accemodation, ard house 44 adults and 38 children. The
housing conditions here vary from hut to hut, but are generally
unsatisfscvory, particulsrly for the children.

HYGIiNL & SANITATION,

Grl{:Ral, NUTSANCLS.
53 Informal rotices and 4 Fourmal nobices for the abatement
of nuisence were scrved during the year. Nuisances consisted chiefly
of defective drainage, accumulation of offensive matter, and
unclean preaises.
Onc case was taken to the Court of Supmary Jurisdictioen.
SLWeRAGL ,
It is estimated that approx.99% of premises in the Borcugh

are connected to the sewers. During the year 13 new premises were
cornected.

Sewagpe is dispereed off, in the crude state, into the river
Cleddsu at warious points in the passage of the river through the
Borough. This disgersal gives rise %o a nuisance at certain times,
arnd ie a potential danger to Public Health. Discharge outlets should
be well down-stream oi the Berough. Many sewers are defective and
without adequate marhole access. The Borough should be 1009 sewered
&8 5001 as possible.

CORTROL OF VOiRWIN.
Continuous Rodent Surveys were carrird out during the year by

the Bodert Qfficer. Tt is estimated that 3,315 rates were killed.
The sewers were disinfected three times.

YHo other forms of infrestetion were reported.
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HYGI. il & SANITRTION, (Continued).

RoFULL DISsOBal,

Reiuse was collected 3 timee prr week during the year. (-
The proper cover«d vehicles for refuse collection are not being
used: this creates a nuisance, and is a danger to the Public Health.
Also the.reececptacles provided b¥ house-holders are geherally
unsatisfsctory., Tuese recrptacles should be made of metal and
be fitted with an air-tight 1lid. Ex,os¢d refuse ofiers breed ng
and feeding grounds for i1lies. Flies are capabls ol spreading
many kinds of disertes and hence ary negleet which leads to their
multiplication automatically adversely afiect the Public Heelth,

Refuse is disposid oii by tipping at the Szltings below the
Gas Quey. This tipping should be controlled i.:. deposited in
orderly layerrs of fizxed dimensions, and covered with a few inches
ol so0il, brick dust, or other suitatle material as scor as it is
deposited. Uncontrolled Tip,ing serves as a brreding place for
flies and vernin, is unsightly, causes a nuisarce in the immediate
neighbourhood, and is of little wvalus in reclsining land.

FPUBLIC COWVLlI oGS,

There are 3 Public Conveniences in the Borough, plus 2
further conveniences counnccted with Recrestional grounds. There
is little doubt that the :ublic Sanitary accomodation is inadequate,
but this could be met by enlargem-nt and improvement of existing
conviniences rather then the building of new prinises,

The general hygienic standard of the conveniences on St.
Thomas Green is unsstisfactory, and particularly during the large
Fairs., This convenience requires improvem: nt and better supervision.
During Fairs edequete access to the convenience should be maintained
ard a superviser employed full time. Also durirg the Fairs the
rrovision of extra temporasry urinals should be corsgidered. These
DEASUTes &rc necessary to reduce the nuisgnce which undoubtedly
arises.

STRelT CLANSING,

This has been carricrd out during th: year und:r the
su,ervision of the Surveyors' Department. .
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DIPHTHI RIA IMMUNILATION,

112 children were immunised in the Boreugh during the year.
This is & satisfactory achlévement.

*' R e e e I

The walue of ITmpmnisatlon wilL be scen on exanination of the
statistics for the whole of Inmgland & Wales during the past 1=
years. These ar: as follows:-—

Year. Cages of Tiphtheria. Deeaths. % Cascs to Deaths,
1936. w5, 004, 2,408, 5. 2.
E.E]'q'l- 505?"}?; E:Eill-l.. 5.2-
LS4z, 41,404, 1,827, 4od
19435, 34,662, 1,3%Y1. S5
1944, 29,949, 954 . 1
1945, 25,246, 694 . 2.8
1946. 18,285. 472 . 24D
194% . 10,4649, 245, 2.§

It will be seen Trom these figures thset both the total
punber of cases of Diphtheris and the number GI deaths have fallen
considersbly, particulsrly since the comuencessnt of int:nsive
Iamunisation cam;aigns from 1941 onwards.,

M s e e e BN S s e A A P i ‘e o s i i S S e i e v . e i B i e s s e A

The object aimed at in Liphtheris TﬂqulEdbluL is to Immuniss
every child betwe en the age of b = 12 months to re=inforce this
Tmounity at commencement of school i,e. 5 = 6 yearse: arnd to further
re=irforce at age 10 - 11 years to protect the child until the end
of school-lifc.

Wb R S LIES,

Fracticaily all premises in the Borough arc supplisd with
& piped weter sup.ly. The Source of the Eorou h's water suprly
ig partly irom the Prescelly gathering pround and par rtly from
Crow=Hill Well. The 2Zre Ectlly water pasees through a nodern
filtration and trcatment plant and is irveriably of e high
b&CtEflﬂlDElGal standard as it r-<aches the consumner. On the other
hend the water from Crow-Hill Well occasionally shows fairly heavy
contaminetion. For this recason Crow-Hill Well is not a ﬁat;:idctcry
B0UTCE O waber Bup.dy: but i 1t is tTo be used as such it is
ipperative thet a relisblc system of chlorination be mainrtained
to protect the corsunmner. The system of chlerinstion during 1947
was ipadequsate.,

An edraguate supuly of pure water is a large factor in
maintaining the public hezlth. To ensurs an adequate supply at
2l]l times it is necessary to have a holding reservoir cszpeble of
holding at least 10 dsys supply. The present holdi:g capacity
in the Borough is ap,roxinately.l days supply.

During the year 2 chemical analyses and 4 bact riological
tegts were carcied out on the Borough's water supply. This vas
inadequate to ensure a sale supply. Lorthly bacteriolopical
szmpling, and quarterly chemical sampling should bre maintained.

4 premises were conxected to the wateir mains during the
year, scd 43 rencwals of old conncctions wer: carried out,



e
FACTORILE & WORKSHOPS.

There are approximat: ly 100 premises in the Borough subject
to thi Factorics & Workshops Act. 69 inspections of thr premises
were cerried out during the: year. % Formel notices were served "
for improvemert of primises. The chic¢f defects found were €
generel lack of cleanliness, and insufficient sanitary asccomodation.

The chief Factorirs & Workshops are as follows:-

Bakeries, Butchiricrs, Vehicle Workshops, Jolners' Ysrds,
wlectricel Workshops, Laundry, Mincral Woter Fectory, Stone-llasons'
Yards, Food Factory, Brewecry, Slaughter House¢, and Gas Works.

RILKE SUPPLILE,

The following is a summary of Hilk Producirs and Betazilers in
the Borough:-
Designated. Non-Desigrated.Totzl.

Producsc r=Wholesalers., £ . 9. 11.
roducer-Retsil: rs. - I 3 feeh
Retailers. E. : Pt

Apjroximately 95% milk consumned in the Borough is Desiguated
Milk: approximstely 2% of milk consumned ie Pasteurised.

382 semples of milk were takin for exaninstion durirng the yeszr:
of these 15 were unsatisfactory. 31 inspections of cowsheds znd
54 inspecticns of deiries were cerried out during the year. The
su.ply of iilk, from a Public Hralth poirnt of view, was satisfactory
duricg 1947. The general hygienic standard of deliwvery could be
ereatly improved,

. - . . . . R T -

Many humen discases are attributable, directly or irdirectly,
to milk., The most important of these are Bovine Tub:culosis
{nor-pulmonary tuberculosis), Diphtheria, Scerlet Fever, Ty hoid
Fever, and Poliomyclitics (Infantile Parelysis). Bovine tuberculosis
causes much sufiering and cerippling, especially amongst children.
During the year 5 cases of non-pulmonary tuberculcosis weire notilied
irn the Borough. The probable cause o1 these cases was infected milk.
Desigrgted milk afiords reasonable security from Bovire Tuberculosis,
but to cansure a 100% saf¢ milk Pastrurisation is neccesary.
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FOOD CORTROL.

The following premises in the Borough are repgistered under
tqum:-d & Drugs Acti-

Ice-Cream Premises. 20.
Frepared Food Premiseg.235.
Blzughter Housr s, 1l
Enackerst Yerds, i ] £

30 inspectione of registercd premises were cerricd out during
the year.

s S W R e S B S S

The following food stuiis were condemnsd during the year:-

Flour. 255 1bs.
Dried Fruit,. 120 1bs=.
Tomatoes. ob lbs.
Dricd Peas. 56 lbe.
Smoked Fis=h, B4 ibs.
Bugar. q4f 1bs.
Tinned Foocs. 296 tine.
Barley. 112 lbs.
Corned Becf. 975 1bs.

Unfit Meat, 25,684 1lbs.

L o S e o e e e o e o e o o o e e o o e e e

The following animals were slaughtered in the Borough durirg
the "yeari-

Cattle. Bl B
Calves. 4,021,
Sheep. 11,509,
Pigs. 242,
The Iollowing carcases were condemned:-
Cattle . S50 ehlefly P.R.)
Calves. &
Ehf'-'. L" - E *
Pigs. .

S s (0 N S [ o T S R S o

The trarsportation and delivery of food, perticulerly hread
and meat, is unsatisfactory in many cases.

FLESORAL HeALTH SERVIC.S

The Meterrnity and Child Welfare Service, the Eehool Medicsl
Servicc, the Domestic Help Health Visiting and Home HNursing Services,
and the care of Merntal Defectives and the BElirnd are the responsibility
of the County Council.






