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County Tuberculosis Visitors: Miss D. V. Gray, SRN, S.CM, H.V.Cert.,
M.S.R., and Miss Gwenneth Jones, S R.N. S.C.M. H.V.Cert.
County Domiciliary Midwives : (Queensferry) Mrs. E. Barker ; (Flint) Mrs.
D. E. Williams; (Buckley) Mrs. A. M. Saunders; (Connah’s Quay)

Mrs. J. E. Bennett; (Saltney) Mrs. M. E. Gibson; (Flint) Miss Ivy
Leece ; (Shotton) Mrs. A. M. Jenkins.

Chief Clerk : William Davies, A.RILP.H.H. (Also Chief Clerk School Health
Department).

Senior Clerks: William Ithel Roberts (County Health); Arthur Whitley
(School Health).

B.—HEADQUARTERS.

County Health Offices, County Buildings, Mold.
Telephone : 106 Mold.

C.—ASSOCIATED OFFICERS. .
Clerk to the County Council: Mr. W. Hugh Jones, County Offices, Mold.
County Surveyor: Mr. P. J. Maddicks, B.Sc., AM.I.C.E., County Buildings,
Mold (Since June, 1947); Deputy County Architect: Mr. W, Griffiths,
L.R.LB.A.
Supervising Officer under the Food and Drugs Act, &c.:
Mr. J. Fenlli Roberts, M.B.E. (Chief Constable), Police Headquarters,

Mold. (Executive Officer since 1/7/48—Mr. E, Lewis, County Sanitary
Inspector).

County Treasurer: Mr. R. J. Jones, County Offices, Mold.

Public Assistance Officer: Mr. Isaac Hughes (National Assistance Admini-
strative Officer since 5/7/48), Holywell.

D.—PART-TIME OFFICERS.
(Directly Employed).

Obstetric Consultant (Honorary) to the Catherine Gladstone Maternity Home :
Mr. J. Gardiner Wigley.

Puerperal Fever and Obstetric, &c., Specialist (Fee-paid): Mr. ]. Gardiner
Wigley.

Ophthalmic Consultants (Fee-paid): Mr. E. F. Wilson, Chester, and Mr.
Shuttleworth, Colwyn Bay.

Public Assistance (Institutional) Medical Officers (Salaried): (Holywell) Dr.
A. O. Jones; (5t. Asaph) Dr. A. H. Holmes,

Public Vaccinators (Fee-paid), also Public Assistance Medical Officers :
Drs. Herford, Buckley; Wm. A. Hennessey, Marford ; ]. G. Ll Jones,
Hawarden ; R. R. Dalling, Caergwrle; I. P. Nelis, Mold: L. M. E.
Milne, Flint; Jones and Morris, Holywell ; E. O. N. Armstrong, Pres-
tatyn; H. 5. Bell, Prestatyn; E. O. Lakey, Rhyl; A, H. Holmes, St.
Asaph ; W. M. Casper, Overton; R. B. McColl, Hanmer.
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It is pleasing to record that the still-birth rate has at the same time
tallen considerably. In 1945 it was 36.5 per 1,000 total births ; in 1946 it
was 34.2 per 1,000 total births; and in 1947 it fell to 26.0 per 1,000 total
births.

The causes of still-births are many and often difficult to determine, but
modern science continues to make great strides, and such discoveries as the
cffect of the Rh. Factor may enable us to save many young mothers great
disappointment.

The proportion of illegitimate to legitimate births still remains high—
69.3 per 1,000 total births,

6. DEATHS.

During the year under review, a total of 1,731 were ascribed to the
County, representing a death rate of 12.1 per 1,000 population, which is
slightly higher than the rate for England and Wales, namely 12.0.

Table 2 sets out the warious causes of death.

It will be observed that, as in previous years, Heart Disease is respon-
sible for the largest number of deaths—442 or 25.5 per cent. of the total
deaths.

Next follow in order of incidence Cancer with 243 deaths or 14.0 per
vent. of the total, Intracranial Vascular Lesions with 211 deaths or 12.2 per
cent. of the total, while Tuberculosis (all forms) was responsible for 83
deaths, or 4.8 per cent. of the total. The following table shows the ages
at which death occurred :(—

No. of Ages.

Cause. Deaths, Under 15. 15-45. 45-65. 65+.
Heart Disease ... 442 | 14 93 AR
Cancer 243 1 23 81 Siav o138
Int. Vasc. Les. ... 211 0 3 49 AT
T.B. (all forms) ... B3 o 5l 6 DT

INFECTIOUS DISEASE—There were no deaths from Typhoid Fever or
Scarlet Fever. There were 5 deaths, however, from Whooping Cough, |
death from Diphtheria, 3 from Measles, and 6 from Poliomyelitis.

Of the 5 deaths from Whooping Cough, 4 occurred in persons aged
under 1 vear, the fifth being a child of school age.

The 1 death from Diphtheria occurred in a person over 45 years of age.

The 3 deaths from Measles occurred in children aged under 5 years.
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MINOR AILMENTS-—Established by the County Council’s Education
Committee for the treatment of minor ailments in school children, eight
Clinics operated in Flintshire throughout the year under review as follows :—

Buckley—Welsh C. M. Chapel, Mold Road. Everv Tuesday. 2 to 4-30 p.m.
Caergwrle—Wesleyan Chapel Schoolrooms. Every Tuesday. 1-30 to 2-30
p.m. Medical Officer attends first and third Tuesdays of month.
Flint—The Clinic, Borough Grove. Every Tuesday. 9-30 am. to 12 noon.
Holywell—County School Grounds. Every Friday., 9-30 am. to 12 noon.
Mold—The Clinic, King Street. Every Wednesday., 9-30 am. to 12 noon.

Rhyl—Old Emmanuel School, Vale Road. Every Monday. 9-30 am. to 12
noon.

Saltney—The C;]'iﬁic. Every Friday. 9-30 a.m. to 12 noon.

St Asaph—Ebenezer Chapel. Every Thursday. 1-30 to 2-30 p.m. Medical
Officer attends at every opening.

Shotton—The Clinic, Central School. Every Monday and Thursday.  9-30
a.m. to 12 noon.

NOSE AND, THROAT—The treatment of children of school and pre-
school age suffering from chronic tonsillitis and/or adenoids is carried out
at the Hospitals; of Chester (Royal Infirmary), Ellesmere, Flint, Holywell,
Mold, Rhyl (both the Royal Alexandra and the Prince Edward Memorial),

_and Wrexham (Wrexham and East Denbighshire) under arrangements made
by the Authority with the respective Boards of Management.

GRTHDPAEDiC—Thf following are three Clinics at which the treat-
ment of crippling conditions was available to Flintshire children of both
school and pre-school age throughout the vear reviewed :— ;

Holywell—Out-patient Department, Cottage Hospital. Second and fourth
Friday mornings of cach calendar month. Orthopaedic Nurse attends
every opening. Surgeon attends every four months, i

%

Rhyl—Clinic Rnnms, Old Emmanuel School. Second and fourth Friday
afternoons. = Orthopaedic Nurse every opening.  Surgeon attends every
four months.

Elmttnn—centrai School.  First and Third Friday mornings.  Orthopaedic
Nurse at every opening and Surgeon every two months,

POST-NATAL—To all women who desire them, consultations with the
Authority’s Medical Officer are available at the Ante-Natal and the Infant
Welfare Centres already described.

TUEERCUkﬁEIS—The following Clinics—conducted by Medical Officers
of the King Edward VII Welsh Narional Memorial ﬁsmciatiun—npemtcd
throughout the year under report ;—
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The Public Assistance Hospital at St. Asaph admits maternity, acute
and chronic medical, and acute surgical cases. The Public Assistance
Hospital at Holywell admits chiefly cases of the chronic medical type.

Of the hospitals situated outside the County those most frequently used
by Flintshire residents are the Royal Infirmary, Chester, the Denbighshire
Infirmary, Denbigh, the Ellesmere Cottage Hospital, the various large hos-
pitals of Liverpool, the Whitchurch Cottage Hospital, the Wrexham War
Memorial Hospital, and the Wrexham Emergency Hospital.

It has long been apparent that the hospital accommodation provided in
the County has been inadequate to meet the needs of the population and
this is stressed in the Report on the regional survey made by Sir Ernest
Rock Carling and Dr. McIntosh on behalf of the Minister of Health. The
‘Report recommends the provision of a 300 bedded hospital in the Rhyl-St.
Asaph area, which would provide for the needs of the population in not
only the western portion of the County of Flint but also the neighbouring
portion of the County of Denbigh, covering approximately 100,000 persons.

Under the National Health Service Bill of the Coalition Government
it would have been the duty of the County of Flint, or the Counties of
Flint and Denbigh jointly, to give due consideration to that recommendation.
Under the National Health Service Bill of the present Government, however,
the planning and administration of all hospital and consultant services are
to be transferred to the Regional Hospitals Boards which will be appointed
by the Minister of Health.

These Regional Hospital Boards will have a vast amount of work before
them and when formulating their plans for the new Hospital services will
in all probability consult the Local Health Authorities {Cu_upty; and County
Borough Councils). In order to be fully prepared, the Council has established
a Joint Hospitals Committee consisting of members of the Public Health
Committee, the Public Assistance Committee and representatives of, the
voluntary hospitals, in order to investigate fully the hospital needs of the
County.

ISOLATION—Two Isolation Hospitals served the needs of the County—
those at Hawarden and St. Asaph. :

MENTAL—The County is served by the North Wales Mental Hospital,
Denbigh, in respect of the treatment of lunatic and certain other mentally
defective persons, including voluntary patients,

ORTHOPAEDIC—Flintshire cripples are treated at the Robert Jones
and Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital, Gobowen, Shropshire, in accordance
with the arrangements described in previous Reports,

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE—Situated within the County, and owned by the
County Council, there were two Public Assistance Hospitals—one at Holywell

¢ and one at St. Asaph.






20

In addition, maternity beds to the total number of 21 are available
at the 7 private Nursing Homes in the County, to which Nursing Homes
the Council’s Supervisor of Midwives paid 105 inspectional visits during the
year.

MENTAL DEFICIENCY—Three Institutions serve the County as certi-
fied Mental Deficiency Institutions—those at Broughton (temporarily removed
to Fronfraith, Rhyl), St. Asaph, and Holywell. The Board of Control’s
renewed approval of these has been received.

The Institution situated at Coed Du, Rhvdymwyn, Flintshire, belnugs
to Denbighshire,

NURSING—Registered under the Nursing Homes Registration Act there
are 7 private Nursing Homes in the County, all of which are periodically
visited and supervised by the Council’s Supervisor of Midwives.

Of the beds provided at these Homes, 21 are for maternity and 1 for
general nursing cases.

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE—The Public Assistance Institutions which served
the needs of Flintshire during the year under review are those previously
mentioned under this heading as Hospitals.

8. HEALTH SERVICES—NON-INSTITUTIONAL.
(Arranged alphabetically).

ANTE-NATAL—The welfare of Expectant Mothers who do not attend
the Authority’s Ante-Natal Centres is supervised in Flintshire by the private
medical practitioners, the several practising midwives, county and private,
and by the County Council's Health Visitors.

BIRTH NOTIFICATION—As will be gathered from Table 12 of this
Report, the requirements of the Notification of Births Act are conscientiously
observed in Flintshire,

BLINDNESS—Non-Institutional provisions made by the Council in
favour of the blind persons of Flintshire include—/(1) medical examination
by a Specialist ; (2) direct medical advice and treatment ; (3) financial aid ;
(4) material aid in kind, ie., clothing, boots, etc.; (5) home teaching; (6)
visitation by expert supervisors.

CHILD LIFE PROTECTION—The Council’s Health Visitors are also
Chi)d Life Protection Visitors within the meaning of Section 209 of the
Public Health Act of 1936, and all the foster children who are statutorily
registered as such are duly visited and supervised. =

CONVALESCENCE—A section of the work of the Flintshire Ailing -
Children Trust (Organiser : Miss Gwendolen Davies-Cooke) is devoted to the
interests of children aged under 5 years, and in recognition of this the
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MILK—Since the 6th August, 1946, Pasteurised or other approved milk
has been supplied by the Education Committee free of charge to all children
attending schools maintained by the Authority.

The quality of this milk is supervised by the School Medical Officer,
who frequently takes samples for bacteriological examination.

The general milk supply is supervised in the County by the Local Sanitary
Authorities, whose officers periodically visit and report upon the milk shops,
dairies, etc., and the work of eliminating tuberculosis from the milk pro-
duced in the County is carried out by the resident Inspector of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries,

OBSTETRIC DIFFICULTIES—As mentioned in the early pages of this
Report, the services of Mr. | Gardiner Wigley, of Chester, are available
to Flintshire patients requiring expert treatment under this head. '

ORTHOPAEDICS—Provision exists for the orthopaedic treatment of in-
fants aged under five years who are suffering from crippling defects. Similar
arrangements, conducted by the Education Committee, exist on behalf of
children of school age, and persons aged over sixteen vyears are likewise
provided for by the voluntary body known as the Flintshire Orthopaedic
Voluntary Organisation.

OPHTHALMIA NEONATORUM—Every case notified is referred to the
Authority’s Supervisor of Midwives who immediately visits to ensure that
efficient treatment is made available to the infant. When medical treatment
is domiciliary unavailable or inadequate, the child concerned is admirtted
to the Roval Infirmary, Chester—usually under voluntary arrangements but
at the expense of the County Council if the parents cannot privately afford
the Infirmary’s fees. :

The issue to the Midwives of a prophylactic drug for use in pt‘eveu-ting
the onset of this disease is still continued.

OUTBOARDED CHILDREN—Children who have been outboarded with
foster parents by the Education Committee and also those outboarded by
the Public Assistance Committee are under the supervision of the Authority’s
Health Visitors. The Nurses pay domiciliary visits and report periodically
on each child to the School Medical Officer.

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE—For the purpose of administering this form of
relief the County was divided inte four Districts (Hawarden, Holywell,
Overton and St. Asaph) each wnder its * Guardians Committee " and having
its own medical staff. Of these medical officers, none was engaged in such
work in a whole-time capacity.

PUERPERAL PYREXIA—The provision made by the Authority on
behalf of women suffering from puerperal pyrexia include the following :—
Hospital Accommodation (at St. Asaph Isolation Hospital), Specialistic Aid
(the services of a Consultant), Home Nursing (by experienced Nurse) if con-
sidered necessary, and Bacteriological Examinations (services of Pathologist).
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INFECTIOUS DISEASES (GENERAL)—The following notifications of
Infectious Disease were received from the District Medical Officers of Health
during the year :—Cerebro-spinal Fever, 11 ; Chicken Pox, 0; Diphtheria,
15; Dysentry, 6; Encephalitis Lethargica, 0; Enteric Fever (Typhoid), |
Erysipelas, 24; Malaria, 1; Measles, 1035; Ophthalmia Neonatorum, 5;
’aratyphoid, 3 ; Pemphigus Neonatorum, 0 ; Poliomyelitis, 30 ; Polio-enceph-
alitis, 1; Pneumonia, 101 ; Puerperal Pyrexia, 5; Rubella, 0; Scarlet
Fever, 171 ; Smallpox, (0: Tuberculosis (see Special Tables); Whooping
Cough, 253,

Section G.
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE,

Particulars of the Institutions concerned with, and the personnel engaged
in, the administration of public assistance have been given in early pages
of this Report.

I now present statistics relative to this Service in its association with
Maternity and Child Welfare :—

Table 6.
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE INSTITUTIONS.
(Maternity Service).

_ e e

Descnptmn : Hﬂ!yﬁtll. 5t. Asaph.
I. No. of Maternity Beds on ln:'"-;twda'!.r nf_}rcar — 24
2. Beds (included above) reserved for expectant
mothers in need of hospital treatment - 3
3. Maternity cases admitted during the year ... — 308

4. Women (included in No. 3 above) treated
during the year in the beds referred to un-
der No, 2 (above) . —- 20

5. Average duration (in days) of treatment nf

expectant mothers in the beds shown against

No. 2 (above) — 14
6. Average duration of stay of cases included

against No. 3 (above) ... Days ... — 11
7. Cases delivered by Midwives ... - 279
8. Cases delivered by Doctors —- 29

9. Cases in which medical assistance was qmight

by a Midwife in emergency o —*
10. Cases admitted after delivery ... — 1
11, Cases notified as Puerperal Pyrexia ... —_ 2
12. Cases of Pemphigus Neonatorum — —
13, Infants not entirely breast-fed — 13
14. Infants wholly breast-fed on leaving — 305
15. Cases notified as Ophthalmia Neonatorum ... — -
16. No. of Maternal Deaths ... — -
17. No. of Stillbirths — 21
18. No. of Infant Deaths ... — 9

* Medical Officer notified of &'ET.'I'}" case when in labour,

e —
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Table 8.
POST-NATAL ATTENDANCES OF WOMEN AT CENTRES.

Patients dealt with, Aggugaté

Centre. 0Old* New  Total Attend-
Cases. Cases. Cases. ances.
Bagillt | 3 4 .
Buckley 3 2 5 &
Caergwrle I 2 3 e
Flint 4 3 AT (7
Holywell 3 4 3 10
Mold 1 11 12 15
Prestatyn | [ 7 12
Rhyl 3 8 11 22
Saliney — —_— e = e —
Shotton 1 6 ... ID L hieE e
St. Asaph —_— e = = . —
Totals 25 51 76 108

p Ll el FL S = == — T el e

* Patients whose names were on the books at the beginning of the year.

MATERNITY INSTITUTIONS—The oldest established of these is of
course the Catherine Gladstone Maternity Home, Mancot, particulars of
which have been given in past Reports. At this Maternity Home no fewer
than 310 patients were admitted *during the year under review,

Women admitted to the Chatsworth House Maternity Home, Prestatyn,
during the year numbered 230, and to the St. Asaph Public Assistance
Hospital 308.

At the 7 private institutions registered under Section 187 of the 1936
Public Health Act, 21 beds were provided for the accommodation of maternity
cases and | for others. 105 visits were paid to these Nursing Homes by

the Authority’s Supervisor of Midwives during the year under report.

MIDWIFERY—From a Table which follows, it will be gathered that
82 Flintshire Midwives were in practice in the County at the end of the year,
29 of these being in the direct employ, institutionally or otherwise, of the
County Council.

The supervision is maintained on behalf of the Council by the County
Medical Officer, the visitation and executive work being carried out by a
full-time Supervisor who, in the course of the year under report, paid 415
inspectional and 332 special visits (vide Table 10).

The number of cases attended by the Midwives acting as Midwives
during the year was 1,906, and the number attended by them as Maternity
Nurses was 763,

The various notifications received from the Midwives during the. year
totalled 599, of which 485 announced their having “ called in medical aid.”

Midwives were temporarily suspended from practice (to prevent the
spread of infection) on 2 occasions,
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CHILD LIFE PROTECTION—At the end of the vear under review, 9
persons were registered as having the care of children within the meaning
of Section 206 of the Public Health Act of 1936, the number of children
concerned being (at the end of the year) 8. No death was notified during
the year.

As accredited Child Life Protection Visitors the Authority’s Health
Visitors paid 622 visits to the said children.

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN-—Notices (15) were received during the year
under Section 7 (3) of the Adoption of Children (Regulation) Act, 1939, in
respect of 15 children.

HOME VISITATION—The work of the Authority’s Nurses acting in
their capacity as Health Visitors is detailed in Table 15 of this Report. From
this Table it will be gathered that the Nurses paid an aggregate of 26,141
visits to children under five yers of age.

MILK (SUPPLY OF)—No issue of milk was found necessary to supple-
ment the provisions made during the year under the National Cheap Milk
Scheme.

Table 14,
THE WORK OF THE COUNTY HEALTH vISITDRE.

NOTE—(1) Except in relation to adult persons, the words ** First Visits"”
throughout this Table mean first visils literally, the infants referred
to never having been visifed in this County at any time before. (2)
The work of the County Supervisor of Midwives is excluded herefrom.

GENERAL. VISITS AND RE-VISITS TO INFANTS.

A, B. C.
Aged under | mth.—First Visits (A) ; Re-Vis. (B) ; Total (C) 2404 543 2947
Aged | to 12 months do. do. do. ... 366 10419 10785
Aged 1 to 5 years do. do. do. S0 12359 12409
Total aged under 3 do. do. do, ... 2820 23321 26141
CONDITIONS FOUND ON FIRST VISITS.

Feeding—Breast only(A) ; Breast and other (B) ;

Other foods only (C) ... oo 1599 506 1129

INFECTIOUS DISEASES—CASES VISITED, ETC.

( Vote—This Seclion relates to infanis aged under 5 only).
Epid. Diarrhoea—First Visit (A); Re-vis. (B); Total (C) 10 10 20
Pemphigus Neo. do. do. do.” L 1 % 3
Other Infec. Diseases do. do. do. ... 260 282 542









