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therapist. The final success of this service depends to a con-
siderable degree on a close haison between therapist, teacher

and parent. Due to the heavy case load it is not possible for |

Miss Co'e to maintain a constant close contact with the

teachers and parents and therefore full benefit is not being

derived from her services.
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Miss Morris Jones has again reported on her teaching

in the paediatric wards of the Maelor Hospatal. Her conten-

tion, supported by results, that sick children beneflit medically |
and educationally from the tuition they receive is heartily

endorsed by the Paediatrician.

Apart from an outbreak of Dysentery in ILlangollen,

which involved a primary school, there was no marked
incidence of infectious disease, Sonne Dysentery seems to be
endemic in some areas but this epidemic was an unusual
occurrence in Llangollen. This disease was first discovered in
the town, but in view of its predilection for young children
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it quickly centred on a primary school, where conditions were
conducive to its spread. On previous occasions [ have

indicated the unsatisfactory sanitary arrangements at some

of the schools and but for prompt action and excellent team

work on behalf of all concerned the epidemic would not have
terminated so quickly. This episode emphasises the need for

constant vigilance especially while the unsatisfactory

hygienic conditions are allowed to persist, particularly in the
old schools,

During 1956 the Food Hygiene Regulations became

effective and strenuous efforts had to be made to bring up

some canteens to the standards laid down by legislation,

However no adjustment or re-equipping can bring some

canteens up to the necessary standards,

Following a visit to the Ministry of Education approval
was received to build a special day school for Educationally
Sub-normal Children in Wrexham. This will meet a need that
becomes more manifest as ascertainment becomes more com-

prehensive, A Special Residential School for Physically

Handicapped Children from North Wales will be built at
Llandudno. This should overcome the objections of many

parents to sending their children too far away from home.

There are many children in Denbighshire who will benefit

from this type of school but as ascertainment has not heen

complete it is not possible to give precise figures.
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By comparing previous vears it can be seen how the
ability of the School Health Service to detect and deal with
the h'm{hc:a.l:-ped child has grown appreciably and herein lies
the measure of success or failure of the service. Although the

various medical and hospital services have served the County,
in their present form since 1948, the ascertainment of the
handicapped children in Denbighshire has advanced commen-
surately with the development of the School Health Service
and during the past 5 vears there has been well over 509%
increase in the ascertainment of these children. Regrettably
not all the handicapped children have received the highly
specialised educational treatment that their condition war-
ranted but the School Health Service can claim to
have ensured that the utmost possible, under existing cir-
cumstances, has been done for them. The primary considera-
tion of the service has been the health and development of
the school child and this has entailed some struggles against
apathy. indifference and neglect of parents and others,
Fortunately such instances are few and growing fewer but
members of the staff devote much of their energies to making
quite sure that advice and treatment is obtained and carried
out, I cannot over stress the importance of this function of
the School Health Service for without such supervision child-
ren often pass on to adult life so handicapped that their
prospect of success are considerably diminished, resulting in
an anti-social attitude leading to conflict with moral and legal
codes. Another reason why T stress the importance of ascer-
tainment is that the School Health Service has a close liaison
with the Youth Employment Officer and the correct placing
in employment of a handicapped child is of vital importance.
The School Health Service can help to avoid the placing of
square pegs in round holes.

The School Health Service formed under the Education
Act, 1907, has during its 50 vears of existence, constantly
changed its line of attack. Tnitially it was created to deal with
the abysmally low physical standards of recruits entering
H M. Services—how well that objective has been achieved
can be inferred by a glance at Table 3 General Condition
where it will be seen that only 0.2% of children are classed
as unsatisfactory. 'Today, gross bony deformities, under-
nourishment and child neglect are rare and the School Health
Service can claim a fair share of the credit for this felicitous
state of affairs. In retrospect, over half a century, the pro-
gress made on a wide front is easily discernible but could this
advance have been predicted even after the first decade? The
‘present day service has changed its emphasis—to the handi-
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capped child—with School Medical Officers becoming more
highly specialised in detecting deviations from normal
development whether physical or mental and ensuring prompt
correction and treatment. An immediate evaluation of this
type of service is merely indicative but, in my opinion, the
value of the work of the School Health Service cannot be
over estimated. Inst my notice
where the School Medical Officers have succeeded in resolving
problems affecting both the health and education of children.
Puberty and adolescence are often difficult and the advice of
the lady doctors at senior girls’ or male doctors at senior
boys’ schools are constantly sought.

A comparatively recent important development in the
specialist services has been the establishment of a Child
Guidance Service. In North Wales this service combines both
hospital and T.ocal Education Authority personnel to their
mutual benefit. This service works in close co-operation with
the School Health Service and recorded in Tables 17-20 are
details of the work done during 1956. The bare statistics can-
not possibly reveal the human suffering alleviated nor more
than hint at the benefits of re-establishing normality in a
disturbed child. Health is priceless, education of inestimable
value and with both, the school leaver has the world at his
feet. For this, no service can claim full responsibility but each
successive generation will progress so that in 50 years time
the efforts of today will be seen in their true perspective, and
I feel confident that the achievements of the School Health

Service in 1956 will appear as outstanding then as that of
1907 does today,

In conclusion it is pleasant to record my appreciation to
all my colleagues, the staff of the School Health Service, and
particularly to Dr. Thomas who has been mainly responsible
for the compilation of this report.

Finally, T acknowledge my indebtedness to the Chair-
man, Councillor Mrs. Dodd, Vice-Chairman, Councillor A, W,
Lloyd, and members of the Medical Inspection Sub-
Committee for constant inspiration, encouragement and
support.

M. T. ISLWYN JONES,
Principal School Medical Officer.

County Health Department,
16 Grosvenor Road,

WREXHAM. March, 1957,
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Liaison with Hospital and General Medical Practitioner
Services.

It is again a pleasure to report the close co-operation
which has existed between the department and the wvarious
hospitals. Copies of all reports on children who have received
hospital in-patient treatment or who have been examined and
treated as out-patients are sent to the school health depart-
ment for the information of the medical and nursing staff,
and the department readily provides the hospitals with useful
information relating to children referred for treatment.

More and more General Medical Practitioners are comin
to recognise that close friendly contact with the Schoo!
Health Department can be of great benefit to all concerned
and the wvear has been notable for the extent to which
co-operation has grown between the two services,

Education in Hospital.

The teaching of in-patients at the Paediatric Unit of the
Maelor General Hospital, Wrexham, was continued ard it is
a great pleasure to give below the report of Miss Morris
Jones, the hospital tutor.

“ During the vear 1956 1 have taught 116 children—64
resident in Denbighshire, and 19 from the other districts
served bv the Hospital (parts of Flintshire, Merionethshire
and Montgomeryshire). The ages of the children range from

5 vears to 15 yvears, the majority being between 7 years and
11 vears.

6 children were from Grammar Schools

10 7 = .,  Modern Secondary Schools
96 . X . Primary Schools

2 A " . Special School

2 oL > . Private Schools

This year, there have been more “bed cases” than there
were last year, and they have been taught at their bedside.
These children seem to need companionship at the'r lessons,
and they often ask whether the children who are able to walk.
about may stay near them. The Sister and Nurses are very
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helpful. They allow me to move the beds closer together and
to bring a table into the space between the beds, '].Ehus, those
confined to their beds do not feel that they are missing any-
thing. 'They want, above all, to act as much like normal,
healthy children as possible.

Certain cases are obliged to lie flat on their backs; they
are not allowed to write, but they are able to do oral work—
e.g. to answer questions on a passage theyv have read; and
mental arithmetic.

Most of the children are in the wards on the ground
floor, and those who are not well enough to walk upstairs to
the school room, are taken in a wheel-chair in the lift. They
quite enjoy this little journey, and they appreciate the change
of view from the schoolroom windows.

We were not able to have many lessons on the lawn this
summer, owing to the weather, but we went out whenever
possible. One or two of the children have had cameras, and
they loved taking snaps of their friends when they had lessons

out of doors.

When they are well enough, the children are allowed to
wear their ordinary clothes, and on some days, the little class
looks just like a class in an ordinary school.

One does not of course expect these little patients to
work as strenuously as their friends at an ordinary school,
but generally speaking, they are eager to work as hard as
their strength permits.

Most of the pupils are of average intelligence and attain-
ment—some are particularly bright. It was very encouraging
to hear, last July, that one ex-patient, a girl, had gained a
Special Place at the Llangollen Grammar School, She had
been a patient for 8 months during the previous vear. One
of the girls in Hospital at present—and likely to be there for
some time—hopes to sit the examination for admission to
Grove Park, next May.”

Miss Morris Jones goes on to acknowledge the support
given by the staffs of the hospital and the education"
authority.
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to be cancelled at the last moment owing to the absence on
sick leave of the woman organiser,

Lecture in Athletics.—A lecture by Geoffrey Dyson, Chief
National Coach for the Amateur Athletic Association was
arranged by the Organiser,

Young Athletes Coaching Session.—A three-day course
for promising athletes of the Wrexham schools was arranged
by the Organiser. 'The principal coach was J. W. L. Alford,
National Coach for Wales and he was assisted by the
Organiser.

Junior Schools Football Coaching Lesson.— \ demonstra-

tion lesson was given to the teachers of the junior schools in
the Wrexham area.

M.C.C. Cricket Coaching Scheme. The Organiser was
invited by the Denbighshire County Cricket Club to attend a
one week’s Course during the school holidays at the Lilles-
hall National Recreation Centre, Shropshire, with a view to
qualifving for the M.C.C. Youth Coaching Certificate. The
Organiser was successful in the examination and has since
conducted a Course for the Denbighshire County Cricket Club
and school teachers based on the M.C.C. lines,

Playing Fields Maintenance Service.—This service is
operating very successfullv despite the terrific pressure of
work during the cutting season.

The addition of the further unit recently agreed upon will
improve field maintenance considerably.

The Organisers have served on various committees,
visited Youth Clubs, Women’s Institutes and Parent-Teacher
Associations, and the male organiser attended the Conference
arranged by the National Association of Organisers held at
Loughborough in July.

In conclusion, the Organisers wish to record their sincere
appreciation for the whole-hearted support of the Education
Committee, the Director of Education, his Deputy and the
office staff, Head Teachers and staff in the County.




































