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Uncleanliness is often found to be more prevalent after
holiday periods and when a district is without a School
Nurse, as occasionally happens following resignations, etc.

The number of examinations carried out in the Schools
during the year was 46,135, of which 2,763 were found to
be infested. This figure is double that for the previous year
but is inclusive of Wrexham Borough. The homes of child-
ren found to be infested are visited by the School Nurses,
who advise the parents as to what treatment to adopt.
Children who are badly infested are excluded from School
until cleaned.

Ear Diseases and Defective Hearing.

23 children were found to be suffering from Otitis Media,
whilst 22 required to be kept under observation.

30 children were found to be so deaf as to require treat-
ment and 40 were required to kept under observation.

These figures this year include those of Wrexham
Borough.

3 new cases were admitted into Special Schools for the
Deaf.

The total number in Special Schools at the end of the
year was 13,

Impetigo.

During the vear, 126 children were found to be suffering
from Impetigo, which is an increase on the previous year,
but this total includes 106 from Wrexham Borough. Impetigo
of the scalp is often associated with uncleanliness and ver-
minous conditions causing irritation and scratching. The
condition soon clears up with appropriate treatment but it
1s necessary to exclude the children from school until cured.

Tonsils and Adenoids.

1,688 children were found to have defects of the nose
or throat. Of this number, 589, in the opinion of the Assist-
ant School Medical Officers, required operation and were re-
ferred for special examination by the Specialist. The remain-
ing 1,099 were kept under observation and required no op-
erative treatment,



SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICE.
Reporl
B of Senior Dental Officer.

To the County Medical Officer.

1 have pleasure in submitting for your consideration my
Report on the work of the Dental Service in the County

for 1949.

Mr. Ross Wallis, L.D.S.,, R.C.S.(Eng.), who has been
part-time Dental Surgeon to the Borough of Wrexham since
September, 1914, terminated his services on the 1st April,
1949. He has done much valuable work during his many years
service. Although advertisements have been inserted in the
Professional Press, it has not been possible to replace him,
and the County Dental Staff have undertaken responsibility
for the dental services formerly performed by Mr. Ross
Wallis. Mr. Gordon Craine, B.D.S., who joined the staff of
the Lancashire County Council on the lst September, 1948,
has not been replaced and the shortage of staff has adversely
affected the operation of the dental service in the County.

The National Health Service Act has not made any
appreciable difference to the demand for treatment in the
School Dental Service: in fact, in some of the more urban
areas, the Service has been in greater demand.

The Fducation Committee granted a bonus in salary to the
Dental Officers, pending a National Scale, which has checked
the possible breakdown of the School Dental Service, but
the task of rebuilding it will have to be undertaken and
it will be some considerable time before the ground which
has been lost is recovered. Until, however, the Service is
brought up to its full strength it will be devoted to treat-
ment (consisting chiefly of extractions), much of which
could have been prevented with an adequate staff, because
it must be generally accepted that the true function of the
School Dental Service is the prevention of disease by edu-
cational and conservation dentistry. Until all serviceable
teeth are conserved and the temporary teeth of the pre-
school child are treated by conservation, the service cannot
be termed adequate.
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Clinics.

The clinics established at Cefn, Rhos, Denbigh and Gwer-
syllt have been decorated and now compare favourably with
simil r clinics in the country. It is hoped to decorate Col-
wyn 3ay Clinic in the near future. It is Jpdpdsed that the
Clinic at No. 16 Grosvenor Roatl, Wrexham, be removed to
No. 1 Grosvenor Road. It is planned that two surgeries be
fitted to communicate with the rinsing room, which will com-
ply w:h the suggestion made by Dr. A. T. Wynn, from the
Minis¢ v of Education, when inspecting the dental services
in the County during his official visit in 1949. The rinsing
or rec: very room communicating with the surgery enables
many more cases of General Anaesthesia to be conducted
during a working session.

Rural Country Schools.

The treatment of rural schools always presents diffi-
culties and in many cases the conditions are very primitive.
The provision of a mobile surgery has been considered but
the experience of other Authorities using such units is that
the disadvantages outweigh the advantages. The alternative
to a mobile surgery is the provision of a truck or van. This
is recommended by the Ministry and is used by a number
of Authorities. The van conveys children requiring dental
treatment from the school to the fixed or Central Clinics
and then back to school. Such vans accommodate ten children.

Regarding the conditions under which the Dental Ser-
vice is carried out in the more rural Schools, a questionnaire
was sent to the Head Teachers of these schools and a sum-
mary of their returns is as follows:—

(a) Schools where treatment is conducted on school premises
which contain electric light, a rinsing room separate
from the room used as surgery and containing run-
ning water. This type of premises is reasonably satis-
factory and dental treatment can be conducted with the
use of portable dental equipment. 24 schools come un-
der this group.

(b) 30 schools have a room for use as surgery, a rinsing
room apart from the surgery, but contain no
electricity.

(c) 25 schools have no electricity, no rinsing room and are
unsatisfactory for dental treatment.
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and the principles enunciated in the Board of Iiducation
Circular 1523 of August, 1940, have been applied during the

year.

Mr. H. E. Fussell, L.D.S., who is responsible for dental
treatment of schools in Colwyn Bay, Llanrwst and Denbigh
areas, states "It is stated by some Authorities that 5 per
cent of all children examined require Orthodontic treatment.
I have not attempted to check these figures regarding my

area but I can say definitely that at least 50 per cent of

children examined require conservative treatment, and by
saving these children’'s teeth many teeth which would re-
quire Orthodontic treatment later on, if neglected are kept
dentally fit and normal with much economy of time. The
pupils of 47 schools received routine inspection and treat-
ment, two others were inspected but were awaiting treat-
ment at the-end of the year, and six schools could not be
included. Before concluding I would like to draw attention
to the extremely poor lighting conditions, and poor state of
decoration at Colwyn Bay Clinic, where work is more diffi-
cult to perform than in many schools.”

Mr. J. G. Roberts, L.D.S., who is responsible for den-
tal treatment of school children in the Wrexham Rural area,
states “ The most notable feature has been the number of
children presenting themselves for emergency treatment.
This, I feel, is due to the fact that we have been able to
offer treatment within a few days, whereas Private Prac-
titioners are either unable or unwilling to do so. I would
like also to point out that in my opinion the incidence of
dental caries is on the increase, especially in the younger
groups. The number of extractions compared with the num-
ber of hllings is still far too high, but this of course can-
not be remedied until we have an increase in staff, I much
appreciate the fact that a number of permanently fitted
Clinics have now been established. It has certainly made
it easier and tends to better work.”

Mr. R. A, Rider, who is responsible for the dental treat-
ment of children in the Rhos, Llansilin and Glynceiriog areas,
states " It will be noted that the figures for extraction are
very high, due to the fact that, owing to the depletion of
the dental staff, it was advisable to concentrate primarily on
clean mouths. I am pleased to state that the system of
dentists working together during anaesthetic sessions is ex-
tremely satisfactory.”
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NORTH WALES CHILD GUIDANCE CLINICS
WREXHAM AND RHYL

Annual Report, 1949.

During the year 1949, clinics were held every week at
Wrexham and Rhyl, except during the school holidays. The
Child Guidance team, unfortunately, had to work under
considerable strain as the result of the sudden death of Dr.
Wilson in May, 1949, and the illness of Miss Thomas,
Psychiatric Social Worker, and her death in July.

Miss Thomas’ place was taken in October, 1949, by Mrs.
Iolo Jones, P.S.W., and towards the end of the year Dr.
E. Simmons, Consultant Child Psychiatrist for the North
Wales Area, took over the Medical Directorship of the
Clinics, He is assisted by a Registrar at each Clinic. Dr.
Vidor continues to act in her capacity as Educational
Psychiatrist.

Children are referred by the County Medical Officer of
Health, General Practitioners, Probation Officers, Head--
masters, parents, directly, etc. Behavioural abnormalities rank:
prominently among the causes for referral. Children are alsoi
seen at the request of various Authorities for ascertainment:
of intellectual standards, because of scholastic difficulties, for:
advice on choice of careers, etc.

It is the practice of the Clinics to consider that every’
child referred presents a problem to someone who has to
deal with him and that the team's opinion and advice cami
help either school, parents or others to tackle their prob--
lems more hopefully as a result of their better knowledge of!
the facts. These facts, as a result of a child’s failure to con--
form to commonly accepted patterns, are often hidden fromu
those genuinely anxious to help because of their close:
association with the child.

It can be said that the Clinics have continued to worki
at a satisfactory level. Tt is hoped, however, that with am
increase in personnel their scope can be extended.

An increase in their capacity to function as therapeutiel
centres—as distinct from diagnostic units—is thought to bes
particularly desirable. This aim is of necessity difficult to
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11I.—Type of Examination and/or Treatment Provided at

the School Clinics returned in Section II, either directly by the

Authority or under arrangements made with the Regional

Hospital Board for examination and/or treatment to be carried
out at the Chinic.

Number of School Clinics
(i.e. premises) where

» such treatment is pro-
vided :—
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*Arrangements made with the Supplementary Ophthalmic
Service are shown in Column (2) and those made with the
Hospital and Specialist Service in Column (3).

TClinics for children referred to a specialist in children’s
diseases.

IV.—Child Guidance Centres.

(1) Number of Child Guidance Centres provided by the|
ﬁlll]]ul‘it}'..““...... L.

Services of staff at Child Guidance Clinic are made avail-
able by arrangement with the Regional Hospital Board!
(North Wales Hospital for Mental and Nervous Diseases,
Denbigh).



